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Subject: Response to California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) comment letter on
the proposed SDSF IS/NO, SCH #2014092029, Santa Cruz County

CDFW provided comments to the proposed SDSF, General Forest Management Plan
(GFMP) Update, Negative Declaration. The letter dated October 7 (attached) was
received by the Clearinghouse on October 10, one day after the end of the public review
period. The letter highlights three items that are recommended for subsequent
environmental review for future activities that may have potential impacts. CDFW, in a
telephone conversation with Ms. Randi Adair, confirmed that the comments in their letter
were not to request any changes to the GFMP, but to draw attention to potential impacts
for future projects on SDSF. These items are further described and responded to below
for consideration by the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Santa Cruz Kangaroo Rat
The Santa Cruz kangaroo rat (Oipodomys venustus venustus) is a California species of
special concern and endemic to the Santa Cruz Sandhills. No Santa Cruz Sandhills
habitat type exists at SDSF or adjacent to SDSF, although the California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB) indicates that a population of Santa Cruz kangaroo rat
potentially exists along the southwest boundary with the Forest of Nisene Marks State
Park. The south facing slope across the ridge that separates the state park with the
state forest supports chaparral habitat. Only a very small and scattered amount of
chaparral exists along the ridge or within in SDSF. Recent research by Dr. Janet Foley,
University of California Davis School of Veterinary Medicine, on small mammals and
blood borne pathogens has been conducted at SDSF since 2009. This research
includes evaluation of population size and diversity of small mammals, in particular
wood rats and chipmunks. Dr. Foley conducts small mammal trapping and evaluations
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several times per year at SDSF. No kangaroo rats have been observed since this work
started in 2009 for trapping small mammals in key locations across SDSF, including the
upper helipad and along the Ridge Trail which borders the Forest of Nisene Marks State
Park (Foley, 2011). Special consideration will be given to determining whether or not
the kangaroo rat exists in this area through Dr. Foley's research. Any future projects that
may occur in the area (e.g. timber harvesting, fuelbreaks or trail construction) will
address potential impacts to the Santa Cruz kangaroo rat.

Marbled Murrelet
Suitable habitat for the marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) exists at SDSF
near Badger Spring in an 11-acre old-growth redwood stand. This seabird is listed as
state endangered and federal threatened. No marbled murrelets were detected in past
surveys and no marbled murrelets have been detected in the Soquel Creek Watershed.
The GFMP includes information about corvids and their potential negative impacts to
marble murrelets. Camping is not allowed at SDSF on a regular basis and SDSF does
not supply garbage cans that could attract corvids. Future marbled murrelet surveys or
potential impacts from projects will be evaluated and planned in consultation with CDFW.
All old-growth redwood trees that exist at SDSF are protected consistent with AB 1965,
and areas have been designated to promote late-seral habitat.

Grassland Habitat
Approximately four acres of SDSF are comprised of grassland and mixed chaparral
habitat which is scattered across the forest. Since this habitat type is so limited and
unique at SDSF, special consideration will be given to any future projects to occur in or
near these areas. The largest area of grassland is at the lower helipad and will be
maintained as grassland for safety and emergency access for helicopters. Brush and
trees are controlled by mowing and hand cutting as necessary at the lower helipad.
Additional work to maintain grassland areas at SDSF will be considered with CDFW
input as projects occur in proximity to these areas.

The Management Guidelines and Planned Actions for the Biota Chapter of the GFMP
(see pages 38 and 39) address ongoing monitoring for listed and special status species,
old-growth protection and areas designated to promote late-succession stands of trees,
CNDDB reporting and monitoring, preharvest surveys for special status birds, and
conducting biological assessments incrementally in new project areas.
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