
Purpose and Background:  The State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(BOF/Board) is required to review and make recommendations for the fire safety 
element of general plan updates in accordance with Government Code (GC) 
§65302.5.  The review and recommendations apply to those general plans with State 
Responsibility Area (SRA) (Public Resources Code 4125) or Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) (GC 51175). 

 
The statutory requirements for the Board review and recommendations pursuant 
to GC 65302.5 (a)(1) and (2), and (b) are as follows: 

 

 “The draft elements...to the fire safety element of a county’s or a city’s 
general plan…shall be submitted to the Board at least 90 days prior to… 
the adoption or amendment to the safety element of its general plan [for 
each county or city with SRA or VHFHSZ].” 

 

 “The Board shall… review the draft or an existing safety element and 
report its written recommendations to the planning agency within 60 
days of its receipt of the draft or existing safety element….” 

 

 “Prior to adoption of the draft element…, the Board of Supervisors… 
shall consider the recommendations made by the Board… If the Board 
of Supervisors…determines not to accept all or some of the 
recommendations…, the Board of Supervisors… shall communicate in 
writing to the Board its reasons for not accepting the recommendations.” 

 
 
Version 1 Methodology for Review and Recommendations: The Board 
established a standardized method to review the safety element of general plans. The 
methodology includes 1) examining the general plan for inclusion of factors that are 
important for mitigation of fire hazard and risks, and 2) making recommendations 
related to these factors.  The evaluation factors and recommendations were 
developed using CAL FIRE technical documents and input from local fire 
departments. 

 
Enclosed is the most expansive set of recommendations suggested by the Board.  
These recommendations are directed at communities that include: 
 

 Most counties 
 Widespread Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone acreage and/or State 

Responsibility Area acreage 
 Extensive financial and physical resources 
 Broad community support 
 Previous wildfire protection planning efforts 

 
The General Plan Safety Element of each jurisdiction that fits those criteria will be 
assessed based on the recommendations below. 
 



Version 2 Methodology for Review and Recommendations: The Board 
established a standardized method to review the safety element of general plans. The 
methodology includes 1) examining the general plan for inclusion of factors that are 
important for mitigation of fire hazard and risks, and 2) making recommendations 
related to these factors.  The evaluation factors and recommendations were 
developed using CAL FIRE technical documents and input from local fire 
departments. 

 
Enclosed are a set of recommendations directed at communities that include: 

 Medium amounts of Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone acreage 
and/or State Responsibility Area acreage, or abuts large amounts of 
VHFHSZ/SRA 

 Some existing, stable financial and physical resources 
 General community support 
 Some previous wildfire protection planning efforts 

 
The General Plan Safety Element of each jurisdiction that fits those criteria will be 
assessed based on the recommendations below. 
 

Version 3 Methodology for Review and Recommendations: The Board 
established a standardized method to review the safety element of general plans. The 
methodology includes 1) examining the general plan for inclusion of factors that are 
important for mitigation of fire hazard and risks, and 2) making recommendations 
related to these factors.  The evaluation factors and recommendations were 
developed using CAL FIRE technical documents and input from local fire 
departments. 

 
Enclosed is a series of recommendations directed at communities that include: 

 Some Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone acreage and/or State 
Responsibility Area acreage or abut VHFHSZ/SRA 

 Limited financial or physical resources 
 Low community support 
 Little to no previous wildfire protection planning efforts 

 
The General Plan Safety Element of each jurisdiction that fits those criteria will be 
assessed based on the recommendations below. 
 


