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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT 
 

-Meeting Held April 7, 2009- 
MEETING ATTENDANCE 
Committee Members Doug Piirto (Chair), Pam Giacomini, Tom Walz; Bill Snyder, Russ Henly (CAL 
FIRE); Addie Jacobson (Ebbetts Pass Forest Watch); Richard Gienger (Humboldt Watershed 
Council); Jay Francis (Collins Pine); Bob Rynearson (Wm. Beaty & Associates); Doug Ferrier 
(Forest Slopes Management); Charll Stoneman (CLFA); Paul Mason (Sierra Club). 
 
Note: agenda items appear below in the order in which they were discussed by the 
assembly. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1: STATUS REPORT ON THE SUSTAINED YIELD PLAN (SYP) RENEWAL REGULATORY 

PROPOSAL. 
Staff reported that a hearing on the proposal is scheduled for the May 6, 2009 Board Meeting.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: CONTINUING DISCUSSION OF A MODIFIED TIMBER HARVESTING PLAN (MTHP) 
REGULATORY PROPOSAL FOR STREAMLINED PERMITTING OF FUEL HAZARD REDUCTION PROJECTS. 
Staff introduced the topic and presented Deputy Director, Bill Snyder’s proposed revision to the 
regulatory proposal. Following this introduction, Mr. Snyder reported on the meeting he convened 
with representatives of the Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP). At that meeting, Mr. 
Snyder requested FRAP’s assistance in modeling of his proposed “Option 1” performance 
standards as contained in his proposed draft rule pleading version. Tim Robards of FRAP 
subsequently wrote a work plan that includes assistance from CAL FIRE biologist, Bob Motroni as 
well as Jeff Leddy and Helge Eng of the State Forests Program. Deputy Director Snyder has 
authorized work to begin under this plan and it is anticipated that modeling results will be presented 
to the Committee at the May meeting. 
 
In addition, staff was directed to meld Mr. Snyder’s version of the proposal with the current 
Committee draft such that one document with both options presented can then be reviewed at the 
May meeting. Meeting participants’ Bob Rynearson and Jay Francis as well as Committee Member 
Walz also agreed to provide PowerPoint photos that illustrate pre and desired post treatment stand 
conditions. It is anticipated then that the May Committee meeting will include presentations of the 
FRAP modeling results, review of the draft “melded version” of the proposal, and photographic 
demonstration of the desired fuel conditions to be achieved through this regulatory proposal. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3: PTEIR GUIDANCE DOCUMENT REVIEW. 
Staff introduced the topic and suggested that the guidelines in their present draft form are sufficient 
to provide far greater guidance to prospective PTEIR submitters than the Forest Practice Rules 
alone. Staff therefore proposed that the document be posted on the Board and Department 
websites as joint Board and Department guidelines. Following discussion of this staff proposal, the 
Committee directed staff to assemble a complete draft of the proposed joint document for review at 
the May Meeting. This will allow the Committee to review the document in a more complete form 
prior to its posting on the Board and Department websites. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4: REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF A REGULATORY PROPOSAL TO LENGTHEN THE 

EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF AN EMERGENCY NOTICE. 
Staff introduced the topic and presented a draft Initial Statement of Reasons (ISOR) and 
accompanying rule pleading language. The draft proposal was prompted by input from the 



California Licensed Foresters Association indicating that the current 120 day effective period for 
Emergency Notices was insufficient to allow for Timber Harvesting Plan preparation and approval. 
CAL FIRE has reported that the average number of days for plan approval is now in excess of 120 
days. Based upon this information and Committee discussion at the March meeting, staff drafted 
the proposal such that it would lengthen the effective period from 120 days to 365 days. 
 
Following Committee discussion, staff was directed to add some information to the draft ISOR and 
agendize the item for Committee and full Board consideration of a 45 day Notice of Rulemaking at 
the May meeting. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: DEPARTMENT PRESENTATION OF POSSIBLE REGULATORY CHANGES TO REMOVE 

IMPEDIMENTS TO FEDERAL STIMULUS FUNDING FUELS MANAGEMENT, FOREST HEALTH, AND 

ECOSYSTEM IMPROVEMENT ON STATE AND PRIVATE LANDS. 
Assistant Deputy Director, Russ Henly reported on the status of the $250 million dollars available 
nationally through the recently authorized American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). 
These funds are to be administered through the United States Forest Service (USFS) Region V. 
The Department subsequently identified and forwarded a list of over 500 potential projects totaling 
$170 million dollars for prospective funding.  
 
The urgent issue for CAL FIRE involves the ARRA requirement that funds provided for state and 
private forest projects cannot be subject to any sort of cost sharing arrangement. This is 
problematic because existing California statute and regulations for the Urban Forestry, Forest 
Improvement, and Chaparral Management Programs require a cost share by the landowner. For 
this reason, CAL FIRE expeditiously provided the Committee with a number of potential regulatory 
changes to remove prospective funding impediments. Staff accordingly drafted an ISOR and rule 
pleading language for the Committee’s review and consideration. Though these proposed 
regulatory changes must be accompanied by authorizing statutory changes, staff suggested that in 
light of the urgent need for these changes the Committee recommend full Board consideration of 
an immediate 45 day Notice of Rulemaking. Such an action would at a minimum get the proposal 
moving toward adoption concurrent with legislative efforts to complete the necessary statute 
changes. 
 
Member Giacomini moved and Member Walz seconded the motion to recommend full Board 
authorization of a 45 day Notice of Rulemaking for this Proposal. 

 

BOARD ACTION ITEM  
 
Board consideration of the publication of a 45 Day Notice of Rulemaking for 
the “Forest Improvement Program, Urban Forestry, Chaparral Management 
Regulatory Updates, 2009” Regulatory Proposal.  

 
AGENDA ITEM 6: NEW AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 
Staff reported that the Mountain Home Demonstration State Forest Management Plan Update 
would be delayed due to a pressing need to prepare and implement timber harvesting plans. 
 
Committee Chair Piirto noted that Bud and Lud McCrary of Big Creek Lumber Company had 
recently announced their retirement having passed the mantle of leadership on to their respective 
children. Chair Piirto then announced his intention to suggest a Board resolution to honor the 
McCrary brothers. 
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POTENTIAL AGENDA ITEMS FOR MAY 2009 COMMITTEE MEETING: 
 

1. Review of 45 day Notice of Rulemaking for “Sustained Yield Plan Renewal, 
2009” Regulatory Proposal.  

 
2. Continuing Discussion of a Modified Timber Harvest Plan (MTHP) Regulatory 

Proposal for Streamlined Permitting of Fuel Hazard Reduction Projects. 
 
3. PTEIR Guidance Document Review. 
 
4. Review and Consideration of a 45 day Notice of Rulemaking for the 

Regulatory Proposal to Lengthen the Effective Period of an Emergency 
Notice. 

 
5. New and Unfinished 
 
 

 
### 


