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RANGE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MEETING MINUTES  
 

Meeting held by teleconference on Thursday, November 4, 2010 
Resources Building, 1416 9th Street, 15th floor, Room 1506-12 

Sacramento, California   
 
Attending: 
 
RMAC:  Representing: 
 
Ken Zimmerman, Chair  California Cattlemen’s Association  
Bart Cremers California Farm Bureau Federation 
Mel Thompson California Wool Growers Association  
Marc Horney General Public  
Chris Marenco California Cattlemen’s Association  
Charles Pritchard California Association of Resource Conservation Districts  
 
Eric Huff (staff) California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 
 
Members of the Public: Representing: 
 
Noelle Cremers California Farm Bureau Federation 
Karen Buhr California Association of Resource Conservation Districts 
Ben Zabinsky North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Dr. Kenneth Tate University of California Cooperative Extension 
Anne L. Yost United States Forest Service 

 
~ Items appear in the order in which they were discussed by the Committee ~ 

 
Item 1: Call to Order and Introductions 
 
Chairman Zimmerman called the meeting to order and began with introductions. 
 
Item 2: Review and Approval of September 15, 2010 Draft RMAC Meeting Minutes. 
 
11-10-01 Member Horney moved to approve the September 2010 meeting minutes 

and Member Thompson seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Item 4: Status Report on Outreach Efforts to Local and State Agricultural 
Organizations. 
 
Members Horney and Pritchard reported that work on this item is ongoing. Both expect 
to have something further to report at the next meeting.  
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Item 5: Status Report on Draft Annual Report to the Board of Forestry and Fire 
Protection. 
 
Board staff will create a rough draft of the report before the end of the following week.  
Members can then provide comment on the draft with the goal of having a final report in 
the Chairman’s hands for presentation to the Board at the January meeting.  
 
Item 6: Status Update on Ad Hoc Focus Group’s Draft Report on the RMAC 
Constituent Survey Results. 
 
Member Thompson reported that the draft report is a work in progress and should be in a 
more complete draft form soon. He anticipates phoning a number of the constituents to do 
some additional follow-up on their responses. The goal is to have the report ready for 
presentation to the Board in January. Chairman Zimmerman offered his assistance in that 
effort. 
 
Item 3: Update on Assembly Bill 2530 - Williamson Act Subvention Funding 
 
Ms. Noelle Cremers of the California Farm Bureau Federation (CFBF) reported that 
Assembly Bill 2530 (a bill that sought to partially restore state funding of subvention 
payments to counties) was signed by the Governor, but was succeeded by Senate Bill 
863, a budget trailer bill that chaptered out AB 2530.  SB 863 is now in effect due to an 
urgency clause; it does the same thing but fixed some concerns expressed by county tax 
assessors and includes 10 million dollars in funding for this fiscal year. The new law now 
provides that any county receiving less than half of its lost property tax value from 
subvention funds can now renegotiate shorter contracts with property owners at a 10% 
reduction. Contracts would then be nine years in duration. This essentially allows a county 
to receive a 10% increase in property tax revenues. The new law is considered a short term 
remedy to help keep the program afloat until better fiscal times. The law will sunset at the 
end of four years. 
 
Ms. Cremers noted that Imperial County has opted out of the program despite CFBF’s best 
efforts to encourage its retention. 
 
Item 7: Focus Group Reports 
 
Rangeland Focus Group report  
 
Member Bart Cremers reminded the Members that he was directed to draft a letter of 
introduction on behalf of RMAC to the Invasive Species Council of California. Member 
Cremers noted that the letter will also be mailed to the Council’s Invasive Species 
Advisory Committee.  Member Thompson suggested a revision to the draft to be 
incorporated in a final version.  
 
11-10-02 Member Pritchard moves to approve letter with the amendment.  Member 

Thompson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Member Cremers then introduced the topic of developing ‘public land management 
protocols’ for state-owned lands. Ms. Tracy Schohr of the California Cattlemen’s 
Association has identified a potential site on a Department of Fish and Game managed 
property in Yolo and Napa counties.  
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The Knoxville Wildlife Area is not currently grazed but the areas around it are grazed.  
Member Cremers and Ms. Schohr have contacted the Department of Fish and Game to 
inquire about their possible interest. If they are interested in participating in this ‘pilot 
project,’ the idea would be to develop a grazing management plan for this property, 
promote grazing on public land and create a template for other lands managed by the 
Department.  Member Cremers suggested that a student might be able to develop a 
draft plan as part of a college senior project. Member Cremers will continue working with 
Ms. Schohr and Ms. Noelle Cremers to continue this effort.    
 
Items 8(a): United States Forest Service/University of California, Davis: Update on 
Water Quality Grazing Study by Anne Yost & Kenneth Tate.  
 
Ms. Anne Yost, Regional Rangeland Program Manager with the United States Forest 
Service and Dr. Kenneth Tate of the University of California Cooperative Extension briefed 
the Committee on the initial phase of a water quality research project. The research 
focuses on waterborne microbial pollutants related to livestock management on US Forest 
Service Grazing Allotments. The two will be presenting their research objectives and 
preliminary data later in the day to Region 5 USFS leadership and two members from the 
State Water Resources control board, James Giannopolis and Gaylon Lee.   
 
This research effort is being driven by the concern that current grazing practices are 
increasing Fecal Indicator Bacteria (FIB) and nutrient levels in waterbodies, thereby 
increasing human and ecological risk of harmful pathogen exposure. FIB are bacteria 
such as E. coli and Enterococcus, that when present in water, indicate the presence of 
fecal material and pathogens. Ideally, the presence of indicator bacteria would be well 
correlated with the presence of pathogens. However, there are no clear correlations of 
the impact of these bacteria in terms of how certain levels of indicator bacteria correlate 
to actual harmful pathogens. In fact, pathogens are being found in samples even when 
indicator bacteria levels are very low.  
 
The objectives of the research project include FIB, pathogen, and nutrient source search 
monitoring on representative allotments across Region 5; attempting to establish a link 
between water quality and range condition and trend, annual use, allotment 
management, and USFS BMPs; and outreach to make the gathered information 
available to the broadest possible spectrum of stakeholders. Dr. Tate recognizes the 
need to deliver reporting in a manner that is accessible to the layperson. Tate and Yost 
expect to have the monitoring program ready to go in March or April of 2011 with sample 
collection occurring prior to cattle turn out in the allotments in 2011. 
 
Of the National Forests in Region 5, the Stanislaus, Tahoe, Klamath, Shasta-Trinity, and 
Plumas Forests have shown an interest in the project.  Dr. Tate indicated that the project 
will require logistical support from the Forests in order to ensure efficient sample 
collection and other tasks.  Dr. Tate noted that this project will be integrated with the long 
term meadow trend monitoring that David Weixelman has been conducting on National 
Forests since 1999. 
 
It is hoped that this research project will inform the water quality aspects of forest and 
range management plans in Region 5. Dr. Tate anticipates publishing results of the 
research with the assistance of graduate student researchers and will keep RMAC 
informed as the research continues. 
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In response to a question from Member Thompson, Ms. Yost indicated that she and Dr. 
Tate would like to incorporate sampling in a sheep allotment as well. 
  
Item 8(d): Update from California Association of Resource Conservation Districts. 
 
Ms. Karen Buhr reported that the CARCD will be holding its annual conference in about 
a week and half. The theme of the conference is, “Reinventing and Reinvigorating 
Partnerships”. CARCD will have more news to report in the next 6 months. Member 
Pritchard reported that a representative for the San Luis Obispo/Upper Salinas RCD will 
be at the conference. 
 
Item 8(c): Update from California Farm Bureau Federation.  
 
Ms. Noelle Cremers reported that that successful passage of Senate Bill 1303, co-
sponsored by CFBF and the California Cattlemen’s Association, extended the “accidental 
take provision” under the California Endangered Species Act. This provision protects 
farmers and ranchers from penalties for take of endangered species when the killing of 
such species is unintentional and related to normal agricultural activities. As part of the 
negotiations for passage of the bill, the bill’s sponsors agreed to increase outreach to 
landowners to promote proactive efforts such as “Safe Harbor Agreements” that balance 
positive habitat improvement with protection from Endangered Species Act violations. 
 
Item 9: New and Unfinished Business. 
 
2011 Meeting Dates: 
 
RMAC meetings will be held in Sacramento unless otherwise noted:  
 
January 4-5, 2011 [meeting subsequently rescheduled for February 15-16] 
March 16-17, 2011 
May 3-4, 2011 
July 13-14, 2011 
September 14-15, 2011 
November 16-17, 2011 
 
Item 7 Continued - Water Focus Group: 
 
Focus Group Chair Horney reported that the meeting included participation of Mr. Ben 
Zabinsky from the North Coast Region Water Quality Board. The North Coast Board is 
working on a process for development of a waiver of waste discharge requirements for 
irrigated and range lands in the Klamath Basin. The North Coast Board does not presently 
have a picture of what the waiver will actually look like but they are taking input from 
stakeholders and looking at what the different regions are already doing. They are starting 
with the Klamath Basin as a pilot with the intention of creating a waiver process for 
application in watersheds throughout the region. 
 
Mr. Zabinsky inquired as to the history and status of the Ranch Water Quality Management 
Planning Program and the accompanying Ranch Water Quality Short Courses. Ms. Noelle 
Cremers of CFBF together with Member Pritchard provided a detailed explanation of the 
program and short courses. Ms. Cremers noted that many of the management plans 
developed through that program are still in use today.  
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Item 10: Public Comment. 
 
No comment was offered and meeting was adjourned by direction of Chairman 
Zimmerman. 
 
 
### 
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