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New Wolf Detected in California's Modoc County

Dispersing Wolf's Presence Highlights Need for Strong Conservation Plan

SAN FRANCISCO— Evidence of a wolfin Modoc County was reported today by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife. The 3-year-
old male wolf, who is radio-collared and dubbed OR-25 by the state wildlife agency in Oregon, left his birthpack in northeastern Oregon in
April, was in southwestern Oregon by December and recently crossed the border into California.

“California is clearly wolf country because they keep coming here from Oregon.
This is a great moment to celebrate,” said Amaroq Weiss, West Coast wolf
organizer for the Center for Biological Diversity. “Perhaps they are following a
scent trail from other wolves that have come here the past couple years but,
whatever the reason, it makes it all the more necessary to ensure they have the
protections needed to thrive once they get here.”

OR-25 was born into the Imnaha pack in northeastern Oregon, as was
California’s first known wild wolf in 87 years, OR-7, who first came to California
in 2011. OR-7 ranged across seven northeastern counties in California before
returning to southwestern Oregon, where he found a mate and had litters of
pups in 2014 and 2015. In August 2015, California’s first wolf family in nearly a
century, the Shasta pack, was confirmed in Siskiyou County. The breeding
female of that pack, which has five pups, is also related to the Imnaha pack.

The gray wolf (Canis lupus) is native to California but was driven to extinction
in the state by the mid-1920s. After OR-7 dispersed from Oregon into
California, the Center for Biological Diversity and allies petitioned the state to
fully protect wolves under California’s state endangered species act. In June
2014 the California Fish and Game Commission voted in favor of the petition,
making itillegal to intentionally kill any wolves that enter the state. In 2012 the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife convened a citizen stakeholder group to help the agency develop a state wolf plan for California,
and recently released a draft plan for public comment.

Photo of OR-25 courtesy Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife. This photo is available for media use.

“With the establishment of the Shasta pack and now with OR-25’s presence, itis all the more critical that the state wolf plan provide
management strategies that will best recover and conserve these magnificent animals,” said Weiss.

The Center for Biological Diversity is a national, nonprofit conservation organization with more than 900,000 members and online activists
dedicated to the protection of endangered species and wild places.

Alaska . Arizona . California. Florida . Minnesota . Nevada . New Mexico . New York . Oregon . Vermont . Washington, DC
P.O. Box 710 . Tucson, AZ 85702-0710 tel: (520) 623.5252 fax: (520) 623.9797 www.BiclogicalDiversity.org

Go back




