

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (14 CCR),
Division 1.5, Chapter 7, Subchapter 3

§ 1299.01. Purpose.

The intent of this regulation is to provide requirements guidance for implementation of Public Resources Code Section 4291 to modify Fuels affecting fire behavior to improve public safety, improve safety for fire fighters defending a home Structure(s), and as well as increase the likelihood of survivability from radiant heat, direct flame contact, and/or embers of a “Building or Structure(s)” as defined, that exists in designated State Responsibility Area (SRA) of California.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 4290 and 4291, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 4291, Public Resources Code.

§ 1299.02. Definitions.

The following definitions apply to this article:

(a) Defensible space. The buffer that landowners are required to create on their property between a “Building or Structure(s)” and the Vegetation plants, brush and trees, or other items such as combustible decorative features, on or surrounding the “Building or Structure(s)” that could ignite in the event of a fire. 

(b) Fuel. Combustible material, including petroleum-based products, cultivated landscape plants, grasses and weeds, and wildland Vegetation.

(c) Vegetation. All trees, shrubs, grass, and perennial or annual plants, including native and non-native species.
(bd) Building or Structure(s). Anything constructed that is designed or intended for support, enclosure, shelter, or protection of persons, animals, or property, having a permanent roof that is supported by walls or posts that connect to, or rest on the ground. A “Structure” includes any attached Decks.
(e) Deck. A flat surface capable of supporting weight, similar to a floor, constructed outdoors and attached to a Structure, including porches, balconies, and stairs. 
(c) Outbuilding. Buildings or structures that are Anything constructed that is less than or equal to one hundred-twenty (120) square feet in size and not used for human habitation. For purposes of this Section, an “Outbuilding” is not a “Building or Structure(s)” as defined in subsection (b) above.
Note: Authority cited: Sections 4290 and 4291, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 4291, Public Resources Code; and Sections 18908 and 18917, Health and Safety Code.
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