Reist Ranch Conservation Easement

Forest Legacy Project
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The 95-acre Reist Ranch property, lies within the lands of the Usal Redwood Forest Company, a subsidiary of the Redwood Forest Foundation, Inc (RFFI). The acquisition of the property is critical to the management of the Usal Forest, as it provides critical access to the forest and adds a mixed conifer-hardwood forest containing old growth trees and natural features supporting a host of wildlife species. Conservation of the property shall occur via the sale of a Conservation Easement by Katharine Baker (Landowner), through RFFI, to the State of California, Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.
The property is principally forested (approximately 83 acres), comprised primarily of second and third-growth forest stands, dominated by Douglas-fir, with areas dominated by mature tanoak. A small area of old-growth and larger, older second growth redwood and Douglas-fir is located on the property. This area is not of sufficient size to meet the Forest Practice Rule definition of Late Succession Forest Stands. In addition, individual older Douglas-fir and redwood trees can be found scattered across the property. Overall conifer volume is approximately 75% Douglas-fir and 25% redwood.

There are several buildings on the property, including three older residential structures and multiple outbuildings. The residential buildings consist of the original family ranch house, the caretaker’s house, and a small cabin. All three structures are in different stages of disrepair. A wooden barn is in the field in front of the caretaker’s house and it appears to be one of the newer structures and is in good condition.

LOCATION
Located in Mendocino County, the property is in the Hollow Tree watershed, approximately 2 miles southwest of the small town of Leggett and the South Fork Eel River, and approximately 7 miles from the Pacific Ocean. The property access road intersects Highway 1 approximately 1.8 miles west of Highway 101. The primary access road is a dirt road on the south side of Highway 1 and travels approximately 1.6 miles to the entrance of the property at its western boundary.
MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES
The State of California recognizes the public importance and validity of conservation easements by enactment of section 815 et seq. of the California Civil Code, which was amended in 2018 to include the following language under section 815.11: “For any conservation easement purchased with state funds on or after January 1, 2019, wherein land subject to the easement includes some forest lands, or consists completely of forest lands, to the extent not in conflict with federal law, the terms of any applicable bond, or the requirements of any other funding source, the landowner shall agree, as part of the easement management plan, to maintain and improve forest health through promotion of a more natural tree density, species composition, structure, and habitat function, to make improvements that increase the land’s ability to provide resilient, long-term carbon sequestration and net carbon stores as well as watershed functions, to provide for the retention of larger trees and a natural range of age classes, and to ensure the growth and retention of these larger trees over time.”
TERMS

The California Natural Resource Agency and RFFI agree that the purchase price of said Conservation Easement to be paid to the Landowner is $550,000. Funds will be deposited from the Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program (Grant No. E13810-0) into an escrow account for the transfer of the Easement to RFFI under the agreement that RFFI will then transfer the Easement via a direct deed to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection will then assume certain continuing obligations under Grant No. E13810-0 with the California Natural Resources Agency tied with the funding for this project.
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