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RANGE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, May 21st, 2020
Teleconference
RMAC Members Present
Chair Marc Horney
Katie Delbar, ex oficio member

Rich Ross
Bart Cremers

Andree Soares

Don Watson
Sheryl Landrum

Lance Criley

Kristen Murphy

Billie Roney
RMAC Members Absent

John Van Duyn

RMAC Staff

Brandi Goss, Environmental Scientist
Edith Hannigan, Land Use Planning Program Manager
Bob Roth, Board Counsel

Department Staff
Items appear in the order they were presented on the agenda.

Report of Chair Marc Horney and RMAC Staff
a) Approve January 2020 and April 2020 Minutes

05-21-01 Member Watson moved to approve the January and April 2020 Meeting Minutes. Member Landrum seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote:
Criley

Aye

Cremers
Aye
Murphy
Aye

Roney

Aye
Landrum
Aye

Soares
Aye
Ross

Aye

Watson
Aye

Van Duyn
Absent

Horney
Aye

The motion carried with 1 absence.
Consideration of RMAC Applicants
Two candidates were considered for one opening on the Committee. The open seat was for a member of an organization representing owners of rangelands. A subgroup consisting of members Landrum and Cremers was selected at the last meeting to rank the two applicants and provide a recommendation to the Committee. Both applicants were well qualified to serve on the Committee, but the subgroup decided that Mr. Hagata was a better fit for the member of an organization representing landowners seat. Members Landrum and Cremers encouraged Dr. Larson to reapply for a public seat in the future as they felt that she would be a great addition to the Committee as well. Mr. Hagata is a member of the California Farm Bureau and is a cattle rancher from the north State. He has also been involved with California Cattlemen’s Association, the healthy soils program through the California Department of Food and Agriculture. Mr. Hagata will be considered by the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection for official appointment at the June 2020 meeting.

05-21-02 Member Ross moved to recommend Taylor Hagata to the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection for appointment to the Range Management Advisory Committee. Member Roney seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote:
Criley

Aye

Cremers
Aye
Murphy
Aye

Roney

Aye
Landrum
Aye

Soares
Aye
Ross

Aye

Watson
Aye

Van Duyn
Absent

Horney
Aye

The motion carried with 1 absence.
UCCE Development of Guidelines for Hazardous Fuel Reduction & Water Quality
Chair Horney discussed the possible development of guidelines on rangeland management practices as they relate to hazardous fuel reduction and water quality. Staff and Chair Horney inquired with several contacts at UCCE and found that no such guidelines currently exist, but that there was some interest in developing them. Chair Horney sent a letter to several universities with rangeland programs to invite faculty and students to contribute to building this collection of information for use by rangeland professionals in the California. He requested responses from potential contributors by June 1st.
2020 Virtual Workshop Planning
Ms. Goss sent out several brainstorming questions in advance of the meeting to facilitate discussions. The questions and main discussion points were as follows:

1) What stakeholder group do we want to reach during this workshop?

a. CA Joint Fire Science Consortium, CA Fire Safe Council, State, Local, and Federal Government, Legislators/Legislative staff

2) What theme(s)/topics do we want to address?

a. Grazing for fuel management – on the ground applications to follow up on more theoretical discussions at the last workshop

i. Economics of putting grazing on the ground

ii. How to connect landowners with practitioners

iii. Different types of fuel reduction and grazing applications

b. Pairing up fire behavior experts and grazing practitioners and enabling better flows of knowledge between the two specialties

3) What month should we host our workshop?

a. November – plan for a primarily virtual event that is structured as a few workshop days with a about two hours of focused discussion on each day

4) Partner organizations?

a. NRCS, CA Fire Science Consortium, CA Fire Safe Council, UCCE, CRCC, Cal Pac SRM
Also discussed were some suggestions for speakers, but additional discussion on this topic will be needed following development of an outline. Members Murphy and Soares volunteered to assist Chair Horney with various aspects of the workshop planning.
Targeted Grazer Certification: Cal Pac SRM Update – Marc Horney

Chair Horney updated the Committee on the progress of the Targeted Grazer Certification. The exam, workshop materials, and other study materials are still being produced and Chair Horney anticipates that it will be at least a year before it can be implemented. Members Soares and Watson expressed that the California Wool Growers Association is opposed to the development of this certification.
Updates from Partner Organizations & Public Forum
None.
The Board’s mission is to lead California in developing policies and programs that serve the public interest in environmentally, economically, and socially sustainable management of forest and rangelands, and a fire protection system that protects and serves the people of the state.


