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Open Session Meeting Minutes 
 

Held: Thursday, November 5, 2009 
Resources Building, 1416 9th Street 

15th floor, DIRECTOR’S SMALL CONFERENCE ROOM, 1501 
Sacramento, California 

 
Members Present:  Doug Ferrier, Chairmen 

Otto van Emmerik  
Kimberly Rodrigues  
Raymond Flynn 
Gerald Jensen (participated by telephone) 
Michael Stroud (participated by telephone) 
Tom Osipowich (participated by telephone) 

 
Members Absent:  Bill Frost 

 
Staff Participating: Eric Huff, Executive Officer 
   Shana Bagley, Deputy Attorney General (by telephone) 
    
Agency/Public: Jerry Ahlstrom, Cal Fire 
   Chris Browder, Cal Fire 

 
Item #1:  Approval of Open Session minutes of February 26, 2009 Meeting. 
 
This item was deferred to the December Meeting.    
 
Item #2: Discussion of the Use and Disciplinary Implications of California Title for 
Work Performed Outside of California; License Reciprocity with and Between Other 
States. 
 
Chairman Ferrier introduced the topic which was placed on the agenda at the request of 
Member Stroud. Mr. Ferrier provided a hypothetical example to illustrate the question. The 
example focused on the culpability of a California licensed forester who performs below 
professional standards in the state of Nevada. Using this example Mr. Ferrier concluded 
that the PFEC could not pursue formal disciplinary action for activities performed outside 
of California. The PFEC could post a Confidential Letter of Concern to express concerns, 
but could not otherwise take action.  
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Deputy Attorney General, Shana Bagley generally concurred with this understanding. 
However, Ms. Bagley also explained that there may be circumstances in which the PFEC 
could at least express an interest in matters involving a California licensee working out of 
state. Further, where adjudication against a California licensee occurs outside of the state, 
the results of that adjudication may be used as justification for PFEC review and possible 
Board action against that licensee. For instance, a felony conviction for fraud involving the 
sale of timberlands could be used against the perpetrating RPF(s).  
 
Member Stroud then asked about the status of reciprocity with other states. Executive 
Officer Huff and Chairman Ferrier responded that currently the California Professional 
Foresters Law does not allow for easy reciprocity. This is because the requirements of the 
California Law far exceed the licensing laws of other states. This would not prevent the 
PFEC from administering an oral other more abbreviated examination for an out of state 
licensee. 
 
Member Rodrigues asked a related question about the number of times the Executive 
Officer is contacted for background checks on RPFs by prospective clients and to what 
extent he responds to such inquiries. Mr. Huff responded that he does not often get that 
question and that he is limited in his ability to respond. Where the RPF has been subject to 
action resulting in license suspension or revocation, Mr. Huff can inform the prospective 
client of such actions. Otherwise, where disciplinary review does not result in a publicly 
noticed action, Huff is not permitted to reveal any aspect of the PFEC’s review. Member 
Rodrigues expressed her frustration with the limit on disciplinary information 
dissemination.      
 
Item #3: Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Report on RPF Civil Penalties 
Payment Issues and Possible Regulatory Amendments. 
 
Chairman Ferrier introduced the topic with a brief explanation of the history of the PFEC’s 
discussion of the Department’s regulatory proposal. He then introduced the author of the 
proposal, Mr. Jerry Ahlstrom, Cal Fire Deputy Chief of the Enforcement/Civil Penalties 
Program. Mr. Ahlstrom explained the elements of the proposal and presented a primer on 
the operation of the civil penalty program. He went on to describe an example situation in 
which the proposed regulatory change could make a difference in the outcome of a civil 
penalties judgment. He noted that Licensed Timber Operators (LTOs) who fail to pay a 
civil penalty judgment lose their license. RPFs failing to pay a civil penalty judgment are 
under no such additional constraint. Mr. Ahlstrom’s proposal would modify the Title 14 
Regulations for Professional Foresters such that failure to pay a civil penalty assessment 
would be actionable as fraud, misrepresentation, or gross negligence under the 
Professional Foresters Law. 
 
Deputy Attorney General Bagley advised that the proposed link to allow for Board action 
against a delinquent RPF may not be possible without statutory change. Executive Officer 
Huff questioned whether or not license renewal could be contingent upon payment of 
outstanding civil penalty assessments. Here again, this may not be possible without 
statutory modification.   
 
Discussion concluded with direction to Ms. Bagley to further investigate the question of 
whether or not this proposal could be carried out through regulatory change alone or if 
statutory authorization would be required first.  
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Member Rodrigues also suggested that CLFA representatives should be invited to 
participate in further discussion of this topic. This item will be placed on the agenda for 
further discussion at the December meeting. 
 
Item #4: Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Report on Status of THP Form 
Revision.  
 
Cal Fire Deputy Chief of Forest Practice, Chris Browder explained the process by which 
the THP form underwent revision and summarized the status of the revised draft form. He 
noted that comments on the draft form were due to him by November 20, 2009 and that 
the original goal was to have the new form in use on January 1, 2010. Mr. Browder 
indicated that he was working toward achievement of this goal, though it may not be 
attainable. 
 
Chairman Ferrier explained that the PFEC will not be providing comment as a Committee 
though individual members may choose to do so independently. He asked Mr. Browder to 
attend the December PFEC meeting and provide an update on the status of the form 
revision.     
 
Item # 5 New and Unfinished Business 
 
Member Jensen shared an article authored by RPF Mike Albrecht in his capacity as 2009 
President of the Tuolumne County Alliance for Resources and Environment (TuCARE). 
The article focused on the excessive expense associated with a 1 acre harvesting permit 
to support the conversion and construction of a new science building for Columbia 
College. 
 
Chairman Ferrier solicited the Members for opinions on the draft Licensing News and 
suggested that any edits be provided to the Executive Officer. 
 
Executive Officer Huff reported on the waiving of reinstatement fees for a recently returned 
veteran of the war in Iraq who was returning to work as a forester in northern California. 
He also reported on the status of the open Office Technician position. 
 
Adjournment
 
11-09-01  Member Flynn moved to adjourn the meeting. Member Rodrigues seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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