
































958.2. Fire Plan Contents. 
Timber operators' written fire prevention and fire control plan 

shall include, but not be limited to, the following infonnation: 
(a) The name, address and 24-hour telephone numbers of a 

responsible person and an alternate who have authority to act for the 
operator in fire suppression operations. 

(b) Location and number of persons available for firefighting 
duey. 

(c) Kind, t;ype and location of tools and equipment, inclqdfng 
bulldozers and water tank trucks suitable for ffreffghting purposes. 

( d) The p 1 an sha 11 set forth the genera 1 procedure which wfl 1 be 
followed for the detection,·control and suppression of uncontrolled 
fires. 

(e) Sketch map and land subdivision description of logging areas 
upon which timber operations may currently be conducted or are 
anticipated of being conducted during the ensuing forest fire season. 

958.3. Roads to be Kept Passable. 
Timber operators shall keep all logging truck roads in a passable 

condition during the dry season for fire truck travel until snag and 
slash disposal has been completed. 

958.4. Smoking and Hatches. 
Timber operators shall make and enforce rules prohibiting persons 

employed, or othentise engaged by them in timber operations, from 
smoking on timberland belonging to, or under the control of, the 
timber operator; with the following exceptions subject to any law or 
ordinance prohibiting, or othentise regulating smoking. Such rules 
may allow smoking when persons engaged in such operations are not 
moving about and are confined to cleared· landings and areas of bare 
soil at least 3 feet (.91 m) in diameter. HuMlfng material shall be 
extfngufshed in such areas of bare soil before discarding. 

958.5. Lunch and Wanning Fires. 
Timber operators shall make and enforce rules for setting, 

maintenance, or use of wanning or other fires used for the comfort or 
convenience of employees or other persons engaged in timber 
operations. Rules and rule enforcement for fires shall be subject to 
tenns of written pennission from the landCMner and to any law or 
ordinance regulating or prohibiting fires. The rules made by the 
timber operator shall require clearance of 10 feet (3.05 m) or more 
from the perimeter of such fires of flammable vegetation or other 
substances conducive to the spread of fire. Rules shall require 
wanning fires to be in a depression in the soil to hold the ash 
created by such fires. Timber operators shall not allow such fires 
to be left unattended unless totally extinguished and the fire site 
covered with soil. 
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958.6. Posting Fire Rules. 
Timber operators shall post notices which set forth the fire 

prevention rules they have prescribed in connection with their timber 
operations and such notices shall be posted in sufficient quantity 
and location throughout their logging areas so that all employees or 
other persons engaged by them to work therein sha 11 be i nfonned o.f 
such rules; and timber operators shall provide for diligent 
supervision and enforcement of fire prevention rules throughout their 
operations. 

958.7; Blasting and Welding. 
Timber operators shall provide for a diligent fire watch service at 

the scene of any blasting or welding operations conducted on their 
logging areas to prevent and extinguish fires resulting from such 
operations. 

95li.8. Inspection for Fire. 
Timber operators shall daily provide diligent inspection to detect 

and report fires in all parts of their logging areas where persons or 
equipment have been working. Inspections shall be made no sooner 
than 1 hour after such operations have ceased for the day. 

958.9. table Blocks. 
During the declared fire season, all tail and side blocks on a 

cable setting shall be located in the center of an area that is 
cleared to mineral soil at least 15 feet (4.75 m) in diameter. A 
shovel and an operational full five gallon (18.93 1) back pump must 
be located within 25 feet (7.62 m) of each such block prior to 
yarding. 

958.10. Glass Containers. 
Timber operators shall prohibit the use of uncovered glass 

containers on their logging areas. 

Article 9. Forest Insect and Disease Protection Practices 

959. Insects and Diseases. 
Every timber operator shall provide reasonable protection against 

forest insects and diseases. 

959.1. Prevention Practices. 
Timber operations shall be conducted in a manner that wil 1 minimize 

the buildup of destructive insect populations or the spread of forest 
disease. 

959.2. Locating and 
Timber operators, timber owners and foresters (RPF) shall assist 

the state in detennfning the location of insect and disease outbreaks 
and report such outbreaks to the Director or a representative of the 
Director. 
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Article 10. Violation of Rules Prior to Changes 

960. Violations of Rules Prior to Changes. 
Amendment, modification or repeal of rules shall not, unless 

otherwise provided, bar action on prior vi~lations of rules as they 
stood at the time of violation. 

Article 11. Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas 

961. Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. 
The purpose of this article is to protect the natural and scenic 

qualities as reflected in the criteria and objectives for each of the 
Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas designated and adopted by 
the talifornia Coastal Co11111ission on July 5. 1977. while at the same 
time allowing management and orderly harvesting of timber resources 
within these areas. In addition to the statutes and other 
regulations governing timber harvesting, the following practices are 
required when conducting timber operations in such Special Treatment 
Areas. 

961.1. Preliminary Field Work and Timber Harvesting Plans. 
(a) The following preliminary field work shall be required in the 

Coastal Conmission Special Treatment Areas and shall be completed 
prior to submission of the plan to the Director: 

(1) When a boundary of a Coastal Comnission Special Treatment Area 
is within or contiguous to a plan area, the boundary shall be clearly 
identified on the ground, by the forester (RPF) preparing the plan, 
with paint. flagging or other suitable means. 

(2) All timber proposed for harvest shall be clearly marked with 
paint at points approximately 4~ feet (1.37 m) above the ground and 
at ground level. 

(3) The following wildlife considerations shall be followed: 
(A) Live trees--as designated on the ground bt the Departments of 

Fish and Game or Forestry or the forester (RPF)--with visible 
evidence of current use as nesting sites by hawks, owls, or waterfowl 
shall not be marked for cutting. 

(B) Live trees--as designated on the ground by the Departments of 
Fish and Game or Forestry or the forester (RPF)--with visible 
evidence of nesting by eagles. ospreys, or any endangered species (as 
identified by the Department of Fish and Game) shall not be marked 
for cutting. 

(C) Live trees constituting a rookery for herons and/or egrets 
shall not be lllarked for cutting unless authorization in writing from 
the Department of Fish and Game is granted to the timber owner. 

(4) All logging roads proposed to be constructed or reconstructed, 
main skid trails and those minor skid trails that would require or 
result in substantial soil displacement, and landing locations shall 
be clearly marked on the ground with flagging or other appropriate 
marking. keyed to the various projects. 

(5) The boundary of the stream protection zones shall be flagged 
or othen.1se marked on the ground. 
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(b) The following requirements shall be adhered to in submitting 
plans in Coastal ColMlission Special Treatment Areas. 

(1) Plan maps shall be at a scale of at least 4 inches to the mile 
(6.3 cm per ·1cm). 

(2) The plan map must show the location of and identify the 
following: All log landings proposed to be used, all main skid 
trails, all logging roads, all streams, lakes, marshes, and 
boundaries of Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas within or 
contiguous to the plan area. 

(3) An initial inspection of the area in which timber operations 
are to be conducted shall be made within 10 days from the date of 
filing of the plan, or such longer period as may be mutually agreed 
upon by the Director and the person submitting the plan. The 
forester (RPF) who prepared the plan shall attend the initial 
inspection. The timber owner and timber operator or their agents 
should attend the initial inspection. 

(4) In applying the rules the forester (RPF) shall, when 
conducting the Feasibility Analysis and when selecting feasible 
alternatives required by 14 CAC 898, follow the criteria and 
management objectives used by the Coastal Conmfssfon in selecting 
that area for special treatment. 

961.2. Exemptions From Timer Harvesting Plan Requirements. 
Hotwithstanding 14 CAC 1038, exemptions fran plan filing 

requirements in the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas shall 
only by allowed for minor operations where no live trees are cut. 

961.J. Silvicultural Methods. 
The objective of this Section is to prescribe silvicultural methods 

that will protect the long-tenn productivity of soils and timberlands 
in Coastal Corrmission Special Treatment Areas and protect the natural 
and scenic qualities of these areas. The following sflvicultural 
methods, as prescribed below, will be applied in Coastal Commission 
Special Treatment Areas. 14 CAC 953 through 953.13, defines these 
methods. 

(a) Comnercial Thinning or Selection Methods. When the corrrnercial 
thinning or the selection silvicultural method is used the following 
standards are required: 

(1) In the pine type, after timber operations have been completed, 
at least 50% by number of those trees 18 inches (45.7 cm) or larger 
d.b.h. and at least 50% by number of those trees 12 inches (30.5 cm) 
d.b.h., but less than 18 inches (45.7 cm) d.b.h. must be left. 

(2) In the redwood type, after timber operations have been 
completed. at least 50% by number of those trees 12 to 18 inches 
(30.5 cm to 45.7 cm), 18 to 32 inches (45.7 cm to 81.3 cm) and 32 
inches (81.3 cm) or larger d.b.h. must be left. 

(3) These leave tree requirements shall be calculated from the 
timber stand existing prior to the co11111Cncement of timber operations. 
Leave trees shall be thrifty, coniferous trees which are dominant or 
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codominant in crown class prfor to timber harvesting or which have 
crowns typical of such domf nant* and codomfnant* trees. They shall 
be free from substantial damage caused by timber operations. No cut 
conifer tree shall be more than 75 feet (22.86 m) from a leave tree 
over 18 inches (45.7 cm) d.b.h. located within the logging area. 

*Reference: Terminology of forest science, technology practice and 
products. 1971. Edited by C. F. Ford-Robertson. Society of 
American Foresters. Washington. D.C. 

(4) Irmiediately following completion of timber operatfons, 
stocking must meet or exceed stocking standards of 14 CAC 961.4. 

(5) A report of stocking. as described in PRC 4587. shall be filed 
within one month following completion of work as described in the 
plan. 

(b) When the Sanitation Salvage Silvicultural Method fs used. the 
following practices arc required: 

( 1) A detenni ned effort sha 11 be made to regenerate any cut area 
during the first planting season following log removal. Necessary 
site preparation. planting or seeding shall be completed within the 
first planting season following logging except where unusual and 
adverse weather conditions require extending site proparation and 
planting into the following planting season. Deficiencies in 
stocking shall be corrected by planting annually until full stocking 
requirements are met. 

(2) Operations utilizing the sanitation salvage silvicultural 
method shall meet the basal area or point count stocking standards of 
14 CAC 961.4 within 5 years after the completion of timber 
operations. 

(c) The standards for silvfcultural methods under this section may 
be modified when explained and Justified in the plan. Proposed 
modifications shall protect the natural and scenic qualities of the 
Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas to a greater extent than 
otherwise provided in these rules. · 

961.4. Stocking Requirements. 
The stocking standards for substantially damaged timberlands and 

understocked timberlands. as provided by 14 CAC 1080 through 1081.1 
and 1085 through 1085.6. are not applicable in Coastal Commission 
Special Treatment Areas in the Southern Forest District. After 
completion of timber operations, one of the following stockfng 
standards must be met: 

(a) Uasal Area. The average residual basal area shall be at least 
125 square feet per acre (28.6g sq m per ha) on Site I lands. 100 
square feet per acre (22.96 sq m per ha) on Site II and Site III 
lands, and 75 square feet per acre (17.22 sq m per ha) on Site IV and 
V lands; or 
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(b) Point Count. The area contains an average point count as 
specified below: 

(1) On Site I and II lands the area contains an average point 
count of 450 per acre (1111.9 per ha), to be computed as follows: 

(A) 450 countable trees per acre ( 1111.9 per ha) not more than 4 
inches (10.2 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 1 toward meeting 
stocking requirements. 

(li) 150 countable trees per acre (370.6 per ha) over 4 inches 
(10.2 cm) d.b.h. and not more than 12 inches (JU.5 cm) d.b.h.; each 
tree to count as J toward meeting stocking requirements. 

(C) 75 countable trees per acre (185.3 per ha) over 12 inches 
(30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 6 toward meeting stocking 
requirements. 

(2) On Site III, IV and V lands the area contains an average point 
count of 300 per acre (741.3 per ha). to be computed as follows: 

(A) 300 countable trees per acre (741.3 per ha) not more than 4 
inches (10.2 cm) d. b.h.; each tree to count as 1 toward meeting 
stocking requirements. 

(0) 100 countable trees per acre (247.1 per ha) over 4 inches 
(10.2 an) d.b.h. and not more than 12 inches (30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each 
tree to count as 3 toward meeting stocking requirements. 

(C) 50 countable trees per acre (123.5 per ha) over 12 inches 
(30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 6 toward meeting stocking 
requirements. 

Redwood root crown sprouts will be counted using the average stump 
diameter 1 foot (.305 m) above average ground level of the original 
stump from which the redwood root crown sprouts originate counting 1 
sprout for each 1 foot (.305 m) of stump diameter to a maximum of 6 
per stump. • 

961.5. Logging Practices. 
The following logging practices shall be adhered tot 
(a) Tractor logging and tractor preparation of tree layouts shall 

not be·pennitted on slopes averaging over 50% unless ft can be shown 
that tractor logging will result in less soil disturbance than would 
result from an alternative method. 

(b) Roads shall be single lane. and generally the travel surface 
shall be no more than 12 feet (3.67 m) fn width, except where 
alignment, safety. and equipment necessary to conduct the operation 
requires additional width. Deviations shall be explained and 
justified in the plan. 

(c) The forester (RPF) may obtain a relocation of the main sktd 
trails from that shown on the approved plan ff the Director concurs 
after an inspection on the ground. Such relocation may be treated as 
a minor deviation with the plan so amended. 

(d) Roads shall not be constructed through slide areas or areas 
with visible evidence of slope instability unless the alignment is 
the best available alternative and special design features are 
incorporated in the plan. There shall be provisions in the plan to 
maintain the design features or provisions to adequately stabilize 
the area after completion of the use. 
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(e) Roads, landings, cuts and fills shall be screened from direct 
view to the extent feas i ble by leaving screen trees and other 
vegetation between the disturbed areas and public areas utilized by 
subs tan ti a 1 numbers of vi ewers. 

(f) Soil disturba nce , other than that incident to necessary road 
maintenance, whether w1th tractor or by cabl e means , shall not occur 
under excessively wet yround conditions that could r esult fn 
sulis tantlal soil compaction and erosion. 

9bi.u. llaza rd Reduction. 
There shall be no liroadcast burniny within Coas tal Commission 

Specia l Trea~nent Areas. Piles surrounded by a firebreak may be 
burned, provided the burning Is confined to the individual pile, and 
is In a location and conducted in a manner that will not damage the 
r~sfdual trees or reproduction. An exception may tie approved by the 
Director when a prescribed burning plan is submitted as part of the 
p lan which expla ins and Justifies broadcast burning In the Coastal 
Commission Special Treatment Areas. 

961.7 . Stream and La ke Protection. 
Streamside and lakeside vegetation shall be protected and remain 

standing to the degree necessa ry to protect scenic and natural 
qualities and protect the beneficial uses of water. In addition to 
the requirements of 14 CAC 956 through 956 . 2, the following standards 
shall apply in the Coastal Commission Speci al Treatment Areas: 

(a) The Stream and Lake Protection Zone shall include the 
protection of "perennial streams" which means streams that fl ow 
throughout most of the year (except for infrequent and extended 
periods of drought) and "intennittent streams" which means a stream 
or par t of a stream that fl ows only pa rt of the ti me because it 
receives water from seasonal sources sui:h as springs and bank storage 
as well as precipitation. Th i s does not include ephemeral streams, 
which flow only briefly in direct response to prec ipitation. The 
width of the Stream and Lake Protection Zone shall be meas ured along 
the surface of the ground from the stream or lake transl tfon 1 ine. 

(1) It shall be the responsibility ·of the forester (RPF ) to 
correc t the plan map to reflect stream conditions as they exist on 
the yround. 

(b) The Stream and Lake Protection Zone shall be 150 feet (45.72 
m) on each side of perennia l streams and lakes, and !DO feet (30 . 4U 
m) on each side of intennfttent streams. The Stream and Lake 
Protection Zone shall be fl agged on the ground and shall include all 
slides and ar eas w1th vi sib le evidence of slope instability wh ich 
extends into the Stream and Lake Protection Zone. The width of the 
Stream and Lake Protection Zone may be increased or decreased not to 
exceed 50%. When exercising professional judgmen t to increase or 
decrease the width of a Stream and Lake Protection Zone , the forester 
(RPF) and the Director shall consider slope, soil, topography , 
clirrotfc factors , silvfcultural method, es tima ted volume to be 
harvested within the zone , method of loggi ng and expected Impacts on 
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the stream as well as the natural and scenic qual ities of the zone to 
be protected. 

(1) lteavy equipment shall be excluded from the Stream and Lake 
Protection Zone except in areas or locations where designated by the 
forester (RPF), flagged on the ground, and explained and justified in 
the plan. 

(2) At least 50% of the tree crown canopy and 50% of other 
vegetation present before ti niier operations shall be l eft standing 
and undamaged within the Stream and Lake Protection Zone. If either 
the forester (RPF) or the Director requests, they may agree after 
on-the-ground inspection, to increase these percentages to not more 
than 70% when necessary to protect natural and scenic values. 

(3) Felling and yarding shall be modified when necessary to insure 
that the residual vegetation i s protected and that felled trees and 
bucked logs arc ma intained on the hillside. Felling and bucking 
shall not occur where trees , logs, or debris may be deposited fn the 
stream unless equipment is avai l able for fnrnedfate removal. 

961 . 8. Buffer Zones Within the Coastal Zone . 
A 200 foot (60.96 m) buffer zone shall be established adjacent to 

the boundaries of a ll publicly owned preserves and recreation areas 
within the Coastal Zone where the following restrictions shall apply: 

(al The use of the clear-cut silv1cultural method is prohibited. 
(b A well distributed stand of trees sha ll be left within the 

buffer zone. The l eave tree requirements of the conrnercfal thinning 
or sel ection method shall be met or exceeded 1r.1Tiedfately following 
completion of timber operations. 

(c) Roads, landings, and cuts and fills shall be screened from 
direct view by leaving screen trees and other vegetation between the 
disturbed areas and publi c areas utilized by substantial numbers of 
viewers . 

TIMUER OPERATOR RESPOllSIUILITY 
California Admini strative Code 

1031. Ti mber llarvestfng Pl an Availability. 
A copy of the appl !cable approved plan and amendments shall be 

available for review at the site of active timber operations. 

1035.1. Operator Responsibility for Employees' Work. 
Each Licensed Timber Operator is responsible for the work of his or 

her e~loyees exempted from the provisions of the Act pursuant to PRC 
4528.5 and shall familiarize all employees with the provisions of the 
plan and amenanents that apply to their work. 

1035.2. Compli ance With Plan and Amendrrents. 
Each Licensed Timber Operator shall comply with all 

the Act, board rul es and regulations, the applicable 
and any approved amendments to the plan . 
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LAW EXCERPTS 
Fish and Game Code Sections 

1601. Except as hereinafter provided, general plans sufficient to 
fndfcate the nature of a project for construction by, or on behalf 
of, af\Y governmental agency, state or local, and any public utflfty, 
of aru- project which will divert, obstruct or change the natural flow 
or bed of any river, stream or lake designated by the department or 
wfll use material from the streambeds designated by the department, 
shall be submitted to the department. When an exfstfng fish or game 
resource may be substantially adversely affected by such 
construction, the department will propose reasonable modfficatfons in 
the proposed construction as would allow for the protection and 
continuance of the fish or game resource, including procedures to 
review the operation of such protective measures. Such proposals 
shall be submitted within 30 days of receipt of such plans, wfth the 
provision that this time may be extended by mutual agreement. Upon a 
determination by the department and after notice to the affected 
parties of the necessity for an onsite f nvestigatfon or upon the 
request for an onsite inspection by the affected parties, the 
department shall notify the affected parties that ft shall make 
onsfte investigation of the proposed construction and shall make such 
f nvestigatfon before ft proposes any r110diftcatfons. 

Within 14 days of receipt of the department's proposals, the 
affected agency or utility shall notify the department fn writing as 
to the acceptability of the proposals except that this time may be 
extended by mutual agreement. If such proposals are not acceptable 
to the affected agency, then that agency shall so notify the 
department. Upon request, the department shall meet with the 
affected agency or public utility wtthfn seven days of receipt of 
such nottffcatfon or such tfme as may be mutually agreed upon for the 
purpose of developing proposals which are acceptable to the 
department and the affected agency or public utility. If mutual 
agreement fs not reached at such a meeting, a panel of arbitrators 
shall be established composed of one representative of the 
department, one representative of the affected agency or utility, and 
a third person mutually agreed upon, or if no agreement can be 
reached, the third person shall be appointed in the manner provided 
by Section 1281.6 of the Code of Cfvfl Procedure. The third person 
shall act as panel chainnan. The panel shall have power to settle 
disagreements and make binding decisions regarding such fish and game 
modifications. Such arbitration shall be completed within 14 days 
from the date that the composition of the panel 1s established, 
unless the time is extended by mutual agreement. Expenses of the 
department representatf ve are to be borne by the department; expenses 
of the representative of the governmental agency, state or local, or 
the public utility are to be home by the governmental agency, state 
or local, or the public utility; expenses of the chainnan are to be 
paid one-half by each party. 
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Agencies or public utilities proposing projects affected by thfs 
section shall not co11111ence such operations until the department has 
found that such project.will not substantially adversely affect an 
existing fish or wildlife resource or until the department's 
proposals, or the decisions of a panel of arbitrators, have been 
incorporated into such projects. 

The department shall detennine and specify types of work. methods 
of perfonnance or remedial measures which shall be exempt from the 
operation of this section. 

With regard to any project which involves routine maintenance and 
operation of water supply, drainage, flood control, or work treatment 
and disposal facilities, notice to and agreement with the department 
shall not be required subsequent to the initial notification 
agreement unless the work as described in the agreement is 
substantially changed, or conditions affecting fish and wildlife 
resources substantially change, and such resources are adversely 
affected by the activity conducted under the agreement. This 
provision shall be applicable in any instance where notice to and 
agreement with the department has been attained prior to the 
effective date of this act. 

The.provisions of this section shall not be applicable to emergency 
work necessary to protect life or property; however, notification by 
the agency or public utility perfonning such emergency work shall be 
made to the department within 14 days of the commencement of such 
emergency work. 

1602. In addition to the provisions of Section 1601, the department, 
following submission of the modifications referred to tn Section 
1601, shall by mutual agreement with any state agency proposing such 
project, establish such procedures that the parties deem necessary to 
provide adequate review of the . proposed modfficatfons and 
consideration of alternative conditions designed to protect existing 
fish and game resources. If no agreement can be reached between the 
department and the state agency propos fng the project, the procedures 
for arbitration specified in section 1601 shall then apply. 

1603. It ts unlawful for any person ·to substantially divert or 
obstruct the natural flow or substantially change the bed, channel or 
bank of any river, stream or lake designated by the department, or 
use any material from the streambeds, without first notifying the 
department of such activity, except when the department has been 
notified pursuant to Section 1601. The department within 30 days of 
receipt of such notice, or within the time detennined by mutual 
written agreement, shall, when an existing fish or wildlife resource 
may be substantially adversely affected by such activity, notify the 
person of the existence of such ff sh and wildlife resource together 
with a description thereof, and shall submit to the person its 
proposals as to measures necessary to protect fish and wildlife. 
Upon a detennination by the department of the necessity for onstte 
investigation or upon the request for an onsite investigation by the 
affected parties, the department shall notify the affected parties 
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that it shall make onsite investigation of ti:ie activity and shall 
make such investigation before it shall propose any measure necessary 
to protect the fish and wildlife. 

Within 14 days of receipt of the department's proposals, the 
affected person shall notify the department in writing as to the 
acceptability of the proposals,. except that thfs time may be extended 
by mutual agreement. If such proposals are not acceptable to the 
affected person, then that person shall so notify the department. 
Upon request the department shall meet with the affected person 
within seven days of receipt of such notification or such time as may 
be mutually agreed upon for the purpose of developing proposals which 
are acceptable to the department and the affected person. If mutual 
agreement is not reached at such meeting a panel of arbitrators shall 
be established; provided, however, that the appointment of such panel 
may be deferred by mutual consent of the parties. The panel shall be 
established within seven days of such meeting and shall be composed 
of one representative of the department, one representative of the 
affected person, and a third person mutually agreed upon, or if no 
agreement can be reached, the third person sha 11 be appointed 1 n the 
manner provided by Section 1281.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
The third person shall act as panel chainnan. The panel shall have 
power to settle disagreements and make binding decisions regarding 
fish and wildlife modifications. Such arbitration shall be completed 
within 14 days from the day that the composition of the panel is 
established, unless the time is extended by mutual agreement. 
Expenses of the department representative are to be borne by the 
department, expenses of the representative of the person who diverts 
or obstructs the natural flow or changes the bed of any river, stream 
or lake, or uses any material from the streambeds shall be borne by 
such person; expenses of the chainnan are to be paid one-half by each 
party. 

It is unlawful for any person to co11111ence any activity affected by 
this section until the department has found it will not substantially 
adversely affect an existing fish or wildlife resource or until the 
department's proposals, or the decisions of a panel of arbitrators, 
have been incorporated into such projects. If the department fails 
to act within 30 days of the receipt of the notice, the person may 
conmence such activity. 

It is unlawful for any person to engage in a project or activity 
affected by this section, unless such project or activity is 
conducted in accordance with the department's proposals or the 
decisions of the panel of arbitrators. 

With regard to any project which involves routine maintenance and 
operation of water supply, drainage, flood control, or waste 
treatment and disposal facilities, notice to and agreement with the 
department shall not be required subsequent to the initial 
notification and agreement unless the work as described in the 
agreement is substantially changed, or conditions affecting fish and 
wildlife resources substantially change, and such resources are 
adversely affected by the activity conducted under the agreement. 
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This provision shall be applicable f n any instance "'1ere notice to 
and agreement with the department have been attained prior to the 
effective date of this chapter. 

The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to emergenc=y 
work necessary to protect life or property. Notification by the 
person perfonning such emergenc=y work shall be made to the department 
within 14 days of conmencement of such emergency work. 

1604. Any party affected by a decision made by an arbitration panel 
pursuant to Section 1601 or 1603 may petition a court of competent 
jurisdiction for confirmation, correction, or vacation of the 
decision in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 4 (commencing 
with Section 1285) of Title 9 of Part 3 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 

1605. Any govemmental agency, state or local, or public utility 
which intends to specify any location of possible construction 
material such as borrow pits or gravel beds, for the use in any 
construction project undertaken on its behalf which would be subject 
to this chapter, shall include in any notice inviting bids, any 
modifications or conditions established pursuant to section 1601 of 
this Code. 

1606. Persons submitting timber harvesting plans under provisions of 
Section 4581 of the Public Resources Code may consider that 
notification to the department as required in Section 1603 has been 
given, provided, however, the following infonnation is provided in 
the contents of such plan: 

(a) The volume, type, and equipnent to be used fn removing or 
displacing any one or combination of soil, sand, gravel or boulders. 

(b) The volume of water, intended use, and equipment to be used f n 
any water diversion or impoundment, ff applicable. 

(c) The equipment to be used in road or bridge construction. 
(d) The type and density of vegetation to be affected and an 

estimate of the area involved. 
(e) A diagram or sketch of the location of the operation which 

clearly indicated the stream or other water and access from a named 
public road. Locked gates shall be indicated. The compass direction 
must be shown. 

(f) A description of the period of time in "'11ch operations will 
be carried out. 

Public Resources Code--Forest & Fire Laws 

4413. •zone A" 
Includes any county and any portion of any county which fs south of 

the Mount Diablo baseline, except the Counties and the portions of 
the Counties of Alameda, Calaveras, Contra Costa, Marin, Mariposa, 
Mono, San Francisco, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tuolumne "'1ich are 
south of such line. 

37 



(' 

4414. •zone e• 
Includes any count;)' and portion of any count;)' which is not included 

in Zone A. 

4422. Allowing·Fire to Escape. 
A person shall not do any of the following: 
(a) Willfully or knowingly allow fire to burn uncontrolled on land 

whfch he owns or controls, or.to escape to the lands of any person 
other than that of the owner. 

(b) Allow atiy fire kindled or attended by him to escape from his 
. control or to spread to the land of any person other than from the 
land from which the ffre originated. 

4423. Written Pennit Required for Durning. 
A person shall not burn any brush, stumps, logs, fallen timber, 

fallows, slash, grass-covered land, brush-covered land, 
forest-covered land, or other flammable materf al. In any state 
responsiblf ity area, area receiving ff re protection by the 
Department by contract, or upon federal lands administered by the 
United States Department of Agriculture or Department of the 
Interior, unless he has a written pennft from the Director or his 
duly authorized representative or the authorized federal officer on 
federal lands administered by the United States Departments of 
Agriculture or Interior and in strict accordance with the tenns of 
the ~ennf t: . 

(a At any time in Zone A. 
(b At any time in Zone B between April 1st and December 1st of 

any year, or at any other time in Zone B during any year when the 
director has declared, by proclamation, that unusual fire hazard 
conditions exist in the area. 

4427. Clearing and Tools Required. 
During any time of the year when burning pennits are required 1n an 

area pursuant to this article, no person shall use or operate any 
motor, engine, boiler, stationary equipment, welding equipment, 
cutting torches, tarpots, or grinding devices from which a spark, 
fire, or flame may originate, which is located on or near any 
forest-covered land, brush-covered land, or grass-covered land, 
wi thout doing both of the fo 11 owing: 

(a) First clearing away all flarrmable material, including snags, 
from the area around such operation for a distance of 10 feet. 

(b) Maintain one serviceable round point shovel wfth an overall 
1 ength of not 1 ess than fort;y-s ix ( 46) inches and one backpack pu~ 
water-type fire extinguisher fully equipped and ready for use at the 
inmedi ate area durf ng the operation. 

This section does not apply to portable powersaws and other 
portable tools powered by a gasoline-fueled internal combustion 
engine. (See Sec. 4431 re powersaws) 
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4428. Fire Fighting Tools Required on Industrial Operations: . Power 
Equipment and Log Landings. 

No person, except any member of an emergency crew or except the 
driver or owner of any service vehicle owned or operated by or for, 
or operated under contract with, a publicly or privately owned 
utility, which is used fn the construction, operation, removal, or 
repair of the property or facflitfes of such utility when engaged in 
emergency operations, shall use or operate any vehicle, machine, tool 
or equipment powered by an internal combustion engine operated on 
hydrocarbon fuels, in any industrial operation located on or near any 
forest, brush, or grass-covered land between April 1 and December 1 
of any year, or at any other time when ground litter and vegetation 
will sustain combustion pennitting the spread of fire, without 

pprovfding and maintaining, for fire fighting purposes only, suitable 
and serviceable tools in the amounts, manner and location prescribed 
in this section. 

(a} On any such operation a sealed box of tools shall be located, 
within the operating area, at a pofnt accessible in the event of 
fire. This fire toolbox shall contain: one backpack pump-t;ype fire 
extinguisher filled with water, two axes, two Mcleod fire tools, and 
a sufficient number of shovels so that each employee at the operation 
can be equipped to fight fire. 

(b) One or more serviceable chainsaws of three and one-half or 
more horsepower with a cutting bar 20 inches in 1 ength or longer 
shall be immediately available within the operating area, or, in the 
alternative, a full set of timber-felling tools shall be located in 
the fire tool box. including one crosscut falling saw six feet in 
length, one double-bit ax with a 35-inch handle, one sledge hanmer or 
maul with a head weight of six, or more, pounds and handle length of 
32 inches, or more, and not less than two falling \'ledges. 

(c) Each rail speeder and passenger vehicle, used on such 
operation shall be equipped with one shovel and one ax, and any other 
vehicle used on the operation shall be equipped with one shovel. 
Each tractor used in such operation shall be equipped with one 
shovel. 

(d) As used in this section: 
(1) •vehicle• means a device by which any person or property may 

be propelled, moved, or drawn over any land surface, excepting a 
device moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails 
or tracks. 11 d 

(2) 11 Passenger vehicle• means a vehicle which 1s self-prope e 
and which is designed for carrying not more than 10 persons including 
the driver. and which is used or maintained for the transportation of 
persons, but does not include any motortruck or truck tractor. 

4429. Fire Tool Boxes Required. 
During any time of the year when burning pennits are required in an 

area pursuant to this article, at any camp maintained in such area 
for the residence of employees, or at any local headquarters in such 
area of any industrial, agricultural, or other operations on or near 
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a01 forest-covered land or brush-covered land, there shall be 
provided and maintained at all times, fn a specific location, for 
fire fighting purposes only, a sufficient supply of serviceable tools 
to equip 50 percent of the able-bodied personnel, resident of such 
camp, or workfng out of such headquarters, for fighting fires. Among 
these tools shall be included shovels, axes, saws, backpack pumps, 
and scraping tools. With such tools there shall also be one 
serviceable headlight adaptable for attachment to at least one-half 
of the tractor-bulldozers used on the operation, and a sufficient 
number of canteens and flashlights to equip a third of the 
able-bodied personnel. 

4431. Gasoline Power Saw--Clearance and Equipment Required. 
During a01 time of the year when burning permits are required in an 

area pursuant to this article, no person shall use or operate or 
cause to be operated in such area any portable saw, auger, drill, 
tamper, or other portable tool powered by a gasoline-fueled internal 
combustion engine on or near any forest-covered land, brush-covered 
land, or grass-covered land, within 25 feet from a01 flanmable 
material, without providing and maintaining at the iDllll!diate 
locations of use or operation of said saw or tool, for fire fighting 
purposes one serviceable round point shovel, with an overall length 
of not less than forty-six (46) inches, or one serviceable fire 
extinguisher. The Director shall, by administrative regulation, 
specify the type and size of fire extinguisher necessary to provide 
at least minimum assurance of controlling fire caused by use of 
portable power tools under various climatic and fuel conditions. 

The required fire tools shall at no time be farther from the point 
of operation of the powersaw or tool than 25 feet with unrestricted 
access for the operator from the point of operation. 

4442. Using Equipment Without Spark Arrester. 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person shall not 

use or operate any internal combustion engine which is operated on 
hydrocarbon fuels on any forest-covered land, brush-covered land, or 
grass-covered lands without providing, and maintaining in effective 
working order, a spark arrester attached to the exhaust system. For 
the purposes of this section, a spark arrester fs a device 
constructed of nonflammable materials specifically for the purpose of 
removing and retaining carbon and other flammable particles over 
0.0232 of an inch in size from the exhaust flow of an internal 
combustion engine that fs operated by hydrocarbon fuels. Motor 
trucks, truck tractors, buses and passenger vehicles, except 
moto~cles, are not subject to the provisions of this section ff the 
exhaust system is equipped with a muffler as defined in the Vehicle 
Code. 

Spark arresters affixed to the exhaust system of engines or 
vehicles, as described in this section, shall not be placed or 
mounted f n such a manner as to allow flames or heat from the exhaust 
system to ignite any flalllllilble material. 
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Vehicle Code 

27150. Mufflers. 
(a} Every motor vehicle subject to registration shall at all times 

be equipped with an adequate muffler in constant operation and 
properly maintained to prevent any excessive or unusual noise, and no 
muffler or exhaust system shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass, or 
similar device. 

(b) Every passenger vehicle, except an off-highway motor vehicle 
subject to identification as defined in Section 38012, operated off 
the highways shall at all times be equipped with an adequate muffler 
in constant operation and properly maintained so as to meet the 
requirements of Section 27160, and no muffler or exhaust system shall 
be equipped with a cutout, bypass, or similar device. 

TIMBER HARVESTING REQUIRfMENTS 

Timber Harvesting Plan Process. 
A timber operation cannot start without first having an approved 

timber harvesting plan for the specific operating area. A copy of 
the approved plan shall be available at the active site of timber 
operations for review. The timber operator 1s required to comply 
with all the provisions of the approved plan and amendments. 

To harvest timber under the Forest Practice Act the following 
events must occur. 

(1) A registered professional forester must prepare the timber 
harvesting plan. 

(2) The plan must be submitted to the appropriate CDF regional 
office for filing and review. 

(3) A multidisciplinary review team screens each plan. A 
preharvest inspection may be necessary. The timber operator should 
make every effort to attend this inspection since recorrmendations 
re~arding the conduct of the operation may be made. 

(4) The plan and reconrnendations of the review team are submitted 
for final consideration and either approval or denial of the plan by 
w~ i (5) Once a timber harvesting plan has been signed as being n 
confonnance with the Act and Board regulations, the timber operator 
may start his operations on or after the commencement date specified 
in the plan. 

(6) During the active life of the plan the CDF will make 
inspections to determine compliance. These inspections may be made 
in the presence or absence of the timber operator. A written report 
(LE-3) will be sent to the operator after each inspection with the 
items inspected and comnents noted. 

(7) As the operation progresses and a need for change is found, 
the amendment process will be followed. 

(8) Upon conq>letion of the timber operation and submittal of a 
work completion report (FH-66), all work on the plan (except for 
stocking) is to be complete and in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Board of Forestry. 
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Wtthin sfx months after receiving the work·completion report, the 
CDF will make a final inspection to detenirlne satisfactory compliance 
by the timber operator. 

(9) upon signing the work completion report the 5-year pertod for 
stocking begins. At any time during thfs pertod that stocking 
requirements are satisfied a report of stocking (FM-67) may be 
submitted for CDF approval. Within six months of the receipt of this 
re1JOrt, CDF will inspect for stocking compliance. 

(10) When stocking is verified and all other conditions have been 
met, an area ts again available to start the timber harvesting 
process over. 

(11) The one exception to operating on a tilllber harvesting plan 
not prepared by a registered professional forester fs when a 
timberland conversion certificate has been issued by the director of 
the Department of Forestry. In order for the conversion certificate 
to be in effect ft must be recorded with the county clerk tn the 
county where timber operations are to be conducted. 

Timber Harvesting Plan Amendment Process. 
There are two types of amendments: 

(a) Substantial Deviations. The Board of Forestry has provided a 
partial list of actions which are nonnally considered to be 
substantial deviations. To undertake a substantial deviation 
(amendment) a written request must be submttted by the original plan 
submitter or successor in interest to the director. The substantial 
devtaiion cannot be implemented untfl acted upon by the director. 
Substantial deviations are subject to the same review as timber 
harvesting plans. A review period of at least 15 days ts mandatory 
and may be up to 25 days if a preharvest tnspectton is required. 

If the submitter of a substantial deviation believes the change is 
only minor, the submitter can request the change be accepted as 
minor. The director then has 5.working days from receipt of the 
request to act on the request. If no action ts taken the submitter 
may proceed with the deviation. 

If the director disagrees with the submitter on the devtatton, the 
full review period will be in effect and the submitter notified. 

The partial listing of actions described by the Board as 
substantial deviations ts as follows: 

(1) Change in location of timber harvesting operations or 
enlargement of the area to be cut. 

(2) Change in the silvicultural method and cutting system on any 
portion of the plan area. 

(J) Change in type or· location of logging (yarding) system or 
baste type of equipment. 

(4) Change 1n location, nature or increase in length of proposed 
109ging roads incorporating one or more of the following criteria: 

(A) Any road in the Stream Protection Zone or where s i decast wi 11 
extend into the Stream Protection Zone. 
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(8) Any road located in an EXTREME Erosion Hazard Rating area in 
the Coast Forest Dtstrfct, EXTREMELY HIGH Estimated Erosion Potential 
area in the Northern Forest Distrtct, or a HIGH Erosion Potential 
area in the southern Forest District. 

(C) Any road where the average side slope exceeds 50 percent. 
(D) Any road where unstable areas, active soil movement, or slide 

areas must be traversed. 
(E) Any increase tn gradient allowed by the district rules as an 

exception and not provided for fn the original plan. 
(SJ Any use of existing roads not shown in the original plan when 

reconstruction work to allow for vehicle travel will be substantial. 
Substantial work on an existing road means more than minor repair and 
dressing of the travel surface and removal of vegetation to allow for 
vehicle passage. 

(6) use of a"1 roads not shown in the plan Witch would affect the 
k~ hab.ttat of rare or endangered species or other critical wtld11fe 
habitat •. 

(7) Enlargement of landings where such enlargement was not 
justified tn the original plan. 

(8) Any change of operation in or designation of, the Stream 
Protection Zone. 

(9) Any downgrading of stream classification. 
(10) A change to winter operations where swrmer operations were 

previously specified. 

(b) Minor Deviations. A minor deviation ts a change tn a plan 
which ts presuned not to make a signtftcant change in the conduct of 
the timber operation. The change can be expected not to adversely 
affect timberland productivity or values relating to soil, water 
quality, watershed, wildlife, fisheries, range and forage, 
recreation, and aesthetic enjoyment. 

Minor deviations may be undertaken without _first submitting an 
amendment but the deviation must be reported to the director in 
writing by the plan submitter. See code Sections 1036, 1039, 1040, 
Tttle 14 caltfornia Administrative Code. 

Emergency Notice of Timber Operations. 
Emergency ts defined as the necessity to tnmedtately salvage down, 

dead, or ctying timber, or to cut and remove timber where delay could 
cause appreciable financial loss, waste or loss of forest resources. 

In order to conduct an emergency timber operation a notice (FM-65) 
must be filed by a registered professional forester with the 
appropriate CDF regional offtce. Timber operations may start 
tnmedtately after submittal of the form. Under thts notice timber 
operations may proceed for a maximum of 60 days. The operation must 
be conducted in confonnance wtth all extsttng forest practice rules. 

if timber operations are going to require more than 60 days to 
complete, a timber harvesting plan must be submitted and approved to 
operate b~ond the 60 days. See Sections 1050, 1051 Title 14 
California Admintstrattve Code. 
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Exemption From Timber Harvesting Plnn Requirements. 
The Forest Prnctice Act exempts certain specific operations from 

the ttmber harvesting plan requirements. The exempt operations are: 
( 1) Harvesting Christmas trees. 
(2) Harvesting dead. dying or diseased trees of any size tn 

amounts less thnn 10 percent of the average volume per acre; or 
fuelwood or split products--where either will have only minimum 
impnct on the timberland resources. 

(3) Timber operations conducted on ownerships of timberland of 
less than 3 acres in size and not part of a larger parcel of 
timberland in the saioo ownership. 

The timber operator fs required to comply with existing forest 
practice rules while conducting an exempt operation. 

The exemption notice ts ftled with the CDF regional office and 
timber operations may proceed during the time period specified on the 
notice. The timber owner or operator may file the notice. The 
services of a registered professional forester are not required on 
exempt operations. 

Exe111>tions and emergencies are subject to the saioo inspection 
procedure as timber harvesting plans. See Section 4584 of the Public 
Resources Code and Section 1038 Title 14 talifornta Administrative 
Code. 
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