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Staff Overview: Revisions to Proposed Rule Text for Fuels Reduction in the WLPZ. 
I. Overview

At the September meeting, the Board’s Forest Practice Committee continued work on the rule text for fuel reduction work within the WLPZ.  

Stakeholders private, corporate, and agency evaluated the rule text in the plea and offered suggestions specific to the need for certain regulatory requirements.  The rule text proposed reflects the revisions discussed during the committee meeting.  

The specific revisions discussed at the August meeting have been added to the proposed rule text.  The Black text represent original rule language, red underlined text identifies the rule text as it was presented in July 2024 FPC meeting, blue underlined text identifies the rule text presented in August 2024 FPC meeting and green underlined text identifies changes that were discussed during the August committee meeting and now represents the current Rule Plea.  At the September committee meeting no new language was presented.  Changes discussed focused on refining the rule plea.  The only changes made include strikeouts of language that was redundant within the rule plea.

Strikethrough text identifies language that has been removed from the rule plea.  Board Staff has attempted to leave the rule text from each committee meeting in its appropriate color but adding a strikethrough if that language has been modified or removed during committee discussions so that stakeholders can easily identify the proposed language from each month to help evaluate the proposed changes.

II. Summary of Revisions

The following represents a summary of significant organizational and substantive revisions made to the rule text since the August meeting.


· Page 4, Line 16-18, language was removed sense the language was restated in 916.13(a).

· Page 5, Line13-15, language was removed sense the language was restated in 916.13(a).

· Page 8, Line 9, language was removed for clarity.  It was agreed flagging in 916.13(h)(3) did not need to be completed prior to the PHI so there was no need to restate in 916.4, [936.4, 956.4](e), the language in this section provides the regulatory standard needed for any flagging requirements needed prior to PHIs or timber operations.

· Page 15, Line 13, language was removed during committee discussions. This was supported at committee and it was determined that 916.4(e) provides the regulatory flagging standards.
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