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by number of those over 12 inches (JO.ti cr.i) d.b.h. but less than 1:J 
inches (45.7 cr.1) d.b.h. Leave trees 10 inches (4!i.7 cr:i) or more 
d.b.h. shall be dor:rinate or codo1.1inate in cro\'ln class prior to timber 
harvesting or have cro1'111s typical of such dominant or codomfnant 
trees. All leave trees shall be thrifty coniferous itrees which are 
free from substantial dar.ia9e caused by tfr.tber operations. llo conifer 
tree shall be cut l'lhich fs oore than 15 feet (22.SG m) from a leave 
tree 12 inches (J0.5 cr:1) d.b.h. or larger located within the logging 
area. Average top stump diameter, outside bark, shall be considered 
1 inch (2.5 en) greater than d.b.h. 

(2) 11!111Cdfately fol101.,in9 cor.ipletion of timber operations. 
stockfn!J must meet or exceed stocking standards of 14 CAC 921.4. 

(3) A report of stocking as descri!Jed in PRC 4507 shall be filed 
1-1ithin one month follo11ing completion of work as described in the 
plan. 

(b) Sanitation-Sa 1 va9e Method. llhen the sanitation-salvage 
sflvicultural method is used the fol101-ring practices are required: 

(1) Restrictions on time periods for subsequent timber operations 
shall not apply to the sanitatfon-salva9e silvicultural method 

(2) A determined effort shall be made to regenerate any area 
duri.ng the first planting season fol101.,in9 log re111oval. Uecessary 
site preparation, planting or lieeding shall be completed within the 
first planting season fol101·1ing logging, except 1'/here unusual and 
adwrse ther conditions rcqui re extending site preparation and 
planting rnto the planting season. Deficiencies fn 
stocking shall be corrected by planting annually at least three tirnes 
if necessary to r:ieet the stocking standards in 14 CAC 921.4. 

(c) Clear-Cutting Method. The clear-cutting method provides for 
harvesting of the entire existing merchantable timber stand in one 
harvest in an area. It is intended that the clear-cutting 
silvicultural method be used only under exceptional circumstances in 
Special Treatr.x?nt Areas. Every reasonable effort shall be made by 
the forester (RPF) to use sflvicultural methods other than 
clear-cutting to protect the natural and scenic values in the Coastal 
Coll'lilissfon Special Treatment Areas. The clear-cutting method is not 
authorized for Special Treatment Areas in the Southern Subdistrict of 
the Coast Forest District. 

(1) The clear-cutting method 1:1ay be used 1·men justified and 
explained fn the plan and found in confonnance by the Director for 
one or more of the fo 11 owing reasons: 

(A) Leave trees would be subject to severe damage from sunburn, 
saltburn. and/or 1·1fndthrow. 

{U) Conifer stand improvement necessitates the clearing of a stand 
of hardwoods. 

leave trees would prevent regeneration of the principal 
specrns in reforested areas. 

(U) Ohl 9ro1·1th stands 1-1herc 70% or more of the countable trees 
over :16 inches (91.4 Cr.1) d.b.h. are more than 200 years old. 

(2) Clear-cut areas shall not exceed 10 acres (4.047 ha) in size. 
!Jut r.ray be enlarged to not more than 15 acres (6.U7U ha) 
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explained and justified in the plan, and \'lhen found in conformance 
with the rules of the Uoard. to the 10 acre (4.047 ha) 
size limit 111a.y be propose<.! by the forester (RPF) µreparing the plan 
when in his or her judgment the result \·1111 be overall reduction of 
soil erosion due to logging and road construction, or when it fs 
necessary to include "10119 corners" to take advantage of topography 
for a more natural logging unit. 

(3) Clear-cut areas regardless of ounership shall be separateiJ by 
a logical lom1ing unit not less than JOO feet (91.44 · rn) in width 
bet\·1een the clear-cut areas. Except for the sanitation-salvage, 
corrrrercial thinning, and selection silvicultural method, no other 
harvesting shall tal:e place in the unit adjacent to the clear-cut 
areas until a croun cover of conifer tree species has been 
attained fn the clear-cut areas. 

(4) Straight boundaries and a quadrilateral appearance should be 
avoided in defining and loggina the area to be clear-cut. The 
outline of the clear-cut area should, where possible, be 'sculptured' 
in an aesthetically pleasing manner, in accordence with naturcll 
pattern and features of the topography. 

(5) The area to be clear-cut must be clearly defined on the ground 
prior to initial inspection so the Departioont can readily detennine 
ff the full intent of the re9ulations uill be complied with. 

(6) Ho area previously cut under any other sflvicultural method 
except the r.icthod shall be clear-cut until 10 
years have elapsed. 

(7) Regeneration after clear-cutting shall be obtained by using 
conf fer trees or seell appropriate to the site. Site preparation and 
the planting of seedlings and/or seeding shall be completed within 
the first planting season follo\-rlng logging except where unusual and 
adverse weather conditions require extending site preparation and 
j)lanting into the follo1"1ing planting season. Deficiencies in 
stocking shall be corrected by planting annually, ff necessary. 
Stocking requirements shall be met within 5 years after completion of 
til!Der operations. 

(d) Rehabilitation Cutting. Rehabilitation cutting may be applied 
to stands where the primary forest management objective f s to 
reestablish full conifer stocking on lands where brush and hardwoods 
are the predominate species. Areas harvested for rehabilitation 
purposes must be significantly understocked prior to the proposed 
harvest. The Director may request that a report of stocking be 
submitted by the forester (RPF) prior to approval of the plan. This 
report will be requested when ft cannot be mutually resolved on the 
ground that the area is significantly understocked. Restrictions 
applicable to clear-cutting in 14 CAC 921.J(c) shall apply to 
rehabilitation cutting. Leave· trees shall be marked in areas 
harvested for rehabilitation purposes. 

(e) Recutting of Logging Areas. Timber operations for removal of 
trees may only be repeated on a area within less than 10 
years after completion of a previous timber operation ff: minimum 
stocking standards have been met, the reasons for the operation are 
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justified and explained in the plan, and the scenic and/or natural 
qualities of a stand would be .enhanced by lighter or more frequent 
tree removal. In no instance shall stocking be reduced below the 
standards provided in 14 CAC 921.4 nor shall more than 60~ by numbers 
of those trees 18 inches (45. 7 cm) and more d.b.h. and no more than 
50~ by numbers of those trees over 12 inches (30.5 cm) d.b.h. but 
less than 13 inches (45.7 cm) d.b.h. be removed within any one 10 
year period. 

On timber operations in which cutting has occurred within 10 years 
preceding the current operations, stumps which are the result of 
cutting trees within the Preceding 10 yea rs sha 11 be counted as trees 
cut during the current operation in detennining percent of trees cut. 

Timber operations conducted under the Sanitation-Salvage 
Silvi cul tura 1 Method, and the harvesting of mi nor forest proilucts and 
incidental vegetation are exe111pt from the above provisions of this 
Section. 

(f) Exceptions. The standards for silvicultural methods pcrnitted 
under this Section r11ay be modified when explained and justified in 
the plan. Proposed modifications shall protect the overall natural 
and scenic qualities of the Coastal Corrmission Special TrC?atment 
Areas to a greater extent than otheruise provided in these rules. 

921.4. Stocking Requirements. 
The stocking standards for understocked timberlands and 

substantially damaged timberlands, as provided for by 14 CAC lOUO 
through 1001.1 and 1005 through 1035.6, are not applicable in Coastal 
Co111nission Special Treatment Areas in the Coast Forest District. 
After completion of timber operations one of the follo\·11ng stocking 
standards llllst be met: 

(a) Basal Area. The average residual basal area, measured in 
stems 1 inch (2.5 cm) or larger in diameter at least 125 square feet 
per acre (23.G9 sq m per ha) on Site I lands, at least 100 square 
feet per acre (22.96 sq m per ha) on Site II and Site III lands and 
at least 75 square feet per acre (17.22 sq m per ha) on Site IV and V 
lands, or 

(li) Point Count. The area contains an average point count as 
specified beloN: 

(1) Un Site I and II lands, the area contains an average point 
count of.450 per acre (1111.9 per ha) to be computed as follo~IS: 

(/\) 450 countable trees per acre (1111.9 per ha) not more than 4 
inches (10.2 cm) c..l.b.h.; each tree to count as 1 towards meeting 
stocking requirements. 

{U) 150 countable trees per acre (370.6 pt!r ha) over 4 inches 
(10.2 cm) d.b.h. and not more than 12 inches (30.5 cm) c..l.b.h.; each 
tree to count as 3 toward meeting stocking requirements. 

(C) 75 cQuntable trees per acre (185.3 per ha) over 12 inches 
(30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 6 toward meeting stocking 
req uf re men ts • 

(2) On.Site III, IV, and V lands the area contains an average 
point count of 300 per acre (741.3 per ha) to be computed as fol10~1s: 
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(A) 300 countable trees per acre (741.3 per ha) not more than 4 
inches (10.2 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 1 toward meeting 
stocking requirements. 

(0) 100 countable trees per acre (247.1 per ha) over 4 inches 
(10.2 cm) d.b.h., and not more than 12 inches (30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each 
tree to count as 3 toward meetin9 stocking requirements. 

(C) 50 countable trees per acre (123.5 per ha) over 12 inches 
(30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count ·as 6 toward meeting stocking 
requirements. 

Redwood root crown sprouts will be counted using the average stump 
diameter 1 foot (.305 m) above average ground level of the original 
stump from which the redwood root crown sprouts originate, counting 1 
sprout for each 1 foot (.305 m) of stump diameter to a maximum of 6 
per stump. 

Site classification shall be detenilined by the forester (RPF) who 
prepared the plan. 

Rock outcroppings, meado\ts, wet areas, or other areas not normally 
bearing timber shall not be conshlered as re4uiring stocking and are 
exempt from such provfs fons. 

921.5. Logging Practices. 
The following 109ging practices shall be adhered to: 

(a) Tractor Logging. Tractor log9ing and tractor preparation of 
tree layouts shall not be pennitted on slopes averaging over 50~ 
where the Erosion llazard Rating is hi!Jh or extreme and GO% where the 
Erosion Hazard Ratin9 is low or moderate, unless it can be shown from 
past experience on the ground that tractor 1099ing or other types of 
skidding eciuipment will cause less disturbance than would result frorn 
a feasible alternative method. 

(b) Roads. Rules contained in 14 CAC 915 throu9h 915.1 shall be 
adhered to \'lith the followin9 special requirements. 

(1) Roads shall be single lane, and generally the traveled surface 
shall be no more than 12 feet (3.67 m) in width, except where 
alignment, safety, and equipment necessary to conduct the operation 
requires additional width. Deviations shail be explained and 
justified in the plan. 

(2) 1'aste organic material such as uprooted stumps, cull logs, 
accumulations of limbs and branches, or nonmerchantable trees shall 
not be buried in the main body of road fills. Such solid waste 
inatcri a 1 may be used to secure the toe of a fill. Except for 
prepared crossings, including necessary approaches, sidecast or fill 
material shall not be placed in the stream protection zone unless 
explained in the plan. 

(3) Roads shall not be constructed through slide areas or areas 
with visible evidence of slope instability unless the alignment is 
the best available alternative and special design features are 
incorporated in the plan. There shall be provisions in the plan to 
maintain the design features or provisions to adequately stabilize 
the area after completion of road use. 

(4) Roads, landings, cuts and fills shall be screened from direct 
vie\·1 to the extent feasible by leaving screen trees and other 
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vegetation bet,~en the disturbed areas and pu~lic areas utilized by 
substantial numbers of viewers. 

(c) Soil Disturbance. Soil disturbance, other than that 1 nciJent 
to necessary road maintenance, whether with tractor or by cable 
1aeans, shall not occur under excessbuly wet yround comJitions that 
could result in substantial soil cor:1pact1on and erosion. 

(d) Location Changes. If in construction, rock outcroppings, 
springs and other physical factors require a change in roads, 
landings anrt skid trail location, the location can be changed \11th 
the concurrence of the forester (RPF), the opera tor and the 
Director's representative provided that such chan9C!s in location 
constitute lllinor deviations. The forester (nPF) shall provide 
\'frftten confimation of such minor deviations \'4flich shall beco1.1e a 
part of the plan. All changes in location constituting substantfol 
ctev1at1ons shall be submitted to the Director as aoondr.10nts to the 
plan. 

(e) Fe1Hn9 Practices. Up to 10% of the trees that are proposed 
for cutting may be substituted 1 for 1 w1t:1 those proposed to be left 
uncut provided . that the leave tree proportion, size class, 
distribution and general forest appearance of the residual stand as 
approved in the preliminary field work 1s preserved. 

Justification for the substitution stam.lard shall be based on 
unavoh.lab le! tree damage, safety factors, 1 can of trees, 1 oca tion of 
obstructio11s or roads or oµenings insufficient to acc01.1111odatc felled 
trees. 

Leave trees designated under 14 CAC 921.l(a)(2) and 914.1 shall be 
left standing and uuhan.-ed. 

921.li. ilazard Reduction. 

(a) Lopping. To reduce fire hazards, maintain soil fertility, 
reduce erosion, and irnprovl! visual appearance, all slash and debris 
shall be lopped and scattered, chipped, or crushed, prior to April 
1st of the year following its creation, so that no r.iaterial generally 
remains more than 30 inches (76.2 cm) above the ground. 

Exceptions to this rule shall include individual cull logs, chunks, 
or stumps that exceed 30 inches (76.2 cm) above the ground. Slash 
which cannot be lopped may be burned in piles where surrounded by a· 
fire break, provided the burning is confined to the individual pile, 
and is in a location and conducted in a manner that will not damage 
the residual trees or reproduction. 

(b) Uurning. Broadcast burning shall be prohibited on lands 
harvested under the COllfnercial thinning and selection silvicultural 
methods in Coastal Zone Special Treatment Areas. Broadcast burning 
may be allo1'led for site preparation purposes in accordance t11th 14 
CAC 917.4 on lands harvested under the clear-cut, rehabilitation or 
sanitation-salvage methods when a prescribed burning plan fs 
subr.1itted as part of the Timber llarvesting Plan which explains and 

44 

"---··-· --

justifies broadcast burning 
Treatment Areas. 

A detenni ned effort sha 11 be 
horizon of the soil during the 
burning operations. 

in the Coastal Co1m1ission Special 

made to protect the surface organic 
course of any pennitted broadcast 

(c) Snags. All snags \·rithin the Strear.1 and Lake Protection Zone 
and \'1ithin lllU feet (30.43 m) of 111Cado1"1 edges shall be left standing 
with the fo 11 o\·11119 except1 ons: 

(1) l·fi1e11 felling is required for fire or safety reasons, as 
specified by the rules or CAL-OSllA regulations, or when necessary in 
sanitation-salvage operations; 

(2) llhen a snag of co1T111ercial value is marked for felling by the 
forester (RPF) after an initial preharvest inspection and 
consultation \'ti th the Departm1mt of Fish and Gauie and the tinber 
owner. 

(d) llork Completion Report. The Director shall not make a 
satisfactory work completion report until the requirements of this 
section have been completed. 

921.7. Stream and Lake Protection.· 
Streamside and lakeside vegetation shall be protected and remain 

standing to the degree necessary to protect scenic and natural 
qualities and protect the beneficial uses of \·1ater. In addition to 
the requirements of 14 CAC !HG through 916.11, the followin9 
standards shall apply in the Coastal Commission Special Treatment 
Areas: 

(a) The Stream and Lake Protection Zone shall include the 
protection of "perennial strear11s" which means streams that flow 
throughout most of the year (except for i nfrcquent and extended 
periods of drought) and "inten;1ittent strear.1s 11 \·Illich means a stream 
or part of a strear.i that flo1·1S only part of the time becal:jse 1t 
receives water from seasonal sources such as springs and bank storage 
as ucll as precipitation. This does not include ephemeral strea1a1s, 
11hich flo1·1 only briefly in direct response to precipitation. The 
1ti<lth of the Stream and Lake Protection Zone shall be rnuasured along 
the surface of \:he ground fror.1 the strea1:1 or lake transition line. 

(1) It shall be the responsibility of the forester (RPF) to 
correct the pliln 111ap to reflect strea111 conditions as they exist on 
thl;! ~round. 

(IJ) The Streai.1 and Lake Protection Zone shall bt: 150 feet (45.72 
1:1) 011 each side of perennial strea1i1s and lakes, and 100 feet (30.43 
1.1) on each side of intenaittcnt streal.is. TIU! Strcar.1 and Lake 
Protection Zone sha 11 be fl a:J!;Cd on the ground and shall . include, a 11 
slidus and areas with visible evidence of slope instability \'Illich 
extt:nJ into the Strea1.1 and Lake Protection Zone. The width of the 
Strca1.1 and Lal:c Prott!Ctfon Zone 1~ay be incrcasecl or decre~scd not to 
c:tcccd 5;)~;. \lhen exercising professional judgment to increase or 
Jecrease the 1·ti dth of a Strca1:1 antl Lal:e Protect fun Zone, the forestt:r 
(RPF) and the Director shall consider slope, soil, topography, 
clinatic factors, silvicultural uethod, estiraatcd volume to be 
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harvested \'lithin the zon~. raethod of lom1i119 and expected in1)acts on 
the strear.i, as well as the natural and scenic qualities 0 ( the zone 
to be protected. 

(1) Heavy equipment shall be excluded from the Stream and Lake 
Protection Zone. except in areas or locations where designated by the 
forester (ltPF), flagged on the ground, and explained an!l Justified in 
the l'lan. 

(2) Timber operations within the Strear.1 and Lake Protection Zone 
shall be limited to the cor.vncrcial thinning, selection or 
sanitation-salvage silvfcultural methods. 

(3) At least 50~ of the tree cro\'111 canopy and 50% of other 
vegetation present before tir.11.Jer operations shall be left standing 
and undar.laged ~lithin the Stream and Lake Protection Zone. If either 
the forester (RPF) or the Di rector requests, th~ may agree, after 
on-the-ground inspection, to increase these percentages to not more 
than 70~ when necessary to protect natural and scenic values. 

(4) Felling and yarding shall IJe modified when necessary to insure 
that the residual vegetation is protected and that felled trees and 
bucked logs arc maintained on the hillside. Felling and bucking 
shall not occur ~1here trees, 109s, or debris may be deposited in the 
stream unless equipment is available for illlllCdiate removal 

(5) In addition to the other requirements of this s;ction the 
Stream and Lake Protection Zones adjacent to c 1 ear-cut; or 
rehabil i ta ti 011 cuttf ngs sha 11 be at 1 east l!iO feet ( 45. 72 111) on each 
side of perennial and inten11ittent strea111s. 

921.8. Uuffer Zones Hi thin the Coastal Zone. 
The following additional rules shall apply to buffer zones \'lithin 

Coastal Scenic Vie'~ Corridors and adjacent to publicly owned 
preserves and recreation areas as defined and/or designated by the 
Coastal Co111nissio11 on July 5, l!J77. 

The buffer zone adjacent to desi911ated Coastal highways shall be a 
200 foot (60.96 in) wide band running parallel to the first line of 
trees nearest the road on appropriate side{s) of the road as 
designated. In no place shall the buffer zone extend more than 350 
feet {106.68 m) from the shoulder of the road. The buffer zone also 
shall include those forested areas within the Coastal Zone within 200 
:eet (60.96 m) of all publicly Ol'lned preserves and recreation areas 
1ncluding national, state, regional, county, and municipal parks. 
Said distances shall be measured along the surface of the ground. 

{a) The clear-cutting or rehabilitation silvicultural method is 
prohihfted l'lithfn the designated buffer zones, and a well distributed 
stand of trees shall be left within said buffer zones upon completion 
of timber operations, except under exceptional circumstances. Such 
exceptions shall be explained and justified in the plan and found in 
confonnance by the Of rector when the proposed exceptions confonn to 
the ~oals outlined in 111 CAC 921. 

(b) Logging roads, tractor roads, and sl:hl trails and landings 
shall be screened frorn direct vie1-1 to the extent feasible by leaving 
trees and vegetation betueen the disturbed area and public areas 
\'ll!ere the disturbancl.! would be visible to substantiill numbers of 
v1eucrs. 
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TIMBER OPERATOR RESPONSIBILITY 
California Administrative Code 

1031. Timber Harvesting Plan Availability. 
A copy of the applicable approved plan and amendments shall be 

available for review at the site of active timber operations. 

1035.1. Operator Responsibility for Employee's Work. 
Each Licensed Timber Operator is responsible for the work of his or 

her employees exempted from the provisions of the Act pursuant to PRC 
4528.5 and shall familiarize all employees with the provisions of the 
plan and amen~ents that apply to their work. 

1035.2. Compliance With Plan and Amendments. 
Each Licensed Timber Operator shall comply with all provisions of 

the Act, board rules and regulations. th~ applicable approved plan 
and any approved amendments to the plan. 

LAW EXCERPTS 
Fish and Game Code Sections 

1601. Except as hereinafter provided, general plans sufficient to 
indicate the nature of a project for construction by, or on behalf 
of, any governmental agency, state or local. and any public utility. 
of any project which will divert. obstruct or change the natural flow 
or bed of any river. stream or lake designated by the department or 
will use material from the streambeds designated by the departJnent. 
shall be submitted to the department. When an existing fish or game 
resource may be substantially adversely affected by such 
construction. the department will propose reasonable modifications 1n 
the proposed construction as would allow for the protection and 
continuance of the fish or game resource, including procedures to 
review the operation of such protective measures. Such proposals 
shall be submitted within 30 days of receipt of such plans. with the 
provision that this time may be extended by mutual agreement. Upon a 
detennination by the department and after notice to the affected 
parties of the necessity for an onsf te investigation or upon the 
request for an onsfte inspection by the affected parties. the 
department shall notify the affected parties that ft shall make 
onsfte investigation of the proposed construction and shall make such 
investigation before it proposes any modifications. 

Within 14 days of receipt of the department's proposals, the 
affected agency or utility shall notify the department in writing as 
to the acceptability of the proposals except that this time may be 
extended by mutual agreement. If such proposals are not acceptable 
to the affected agency, then that agency shall so notify the 
department. Upon request. the department shall meet with the 
affected agency or public utility within seven days of receipt of 
such notification or such time as may be mutually agreed upon for the 
purpose of developing proposals which are acceptable to the 
department and the affected agency or public utility. If mutual 
agreement is not reached. at such a meeting, a panel of arbitrators 
shall be established composed of one representative of the 
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department, one representative of the affected agency or utility, and 
a third person mutually agreed upon, or if no agreement can be 
reached, the third person shall be appointed in the manner provided 
by Section 1281.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure. The third person 
shall act as panel chainnan. The panel shall have power to settle 
disagreements and make binding decisions regarding such fish and game 
modifications. Such arbitration shall be completed within 14 days 
from the date that the composition of the panel is established, 
unless the time is extended by mutual agreement. Expenses of the 
department representative are to be borne by the department; expenses 
of the representative of the governmental agency, state or local, or 
the public utility are to be borne by the governmental agency, state 
or local, or the public utn ity; expenses of the chainnan are to be 
paid one-half by each party. 

Agencies or public utilities proposing projects affected by this 
section shall not conmence such operations until the department has 
found that such project w111 not substantially adversely affect an 
existing fish or wildlife resource or until the department's 
proposals, or the decisions of a panel of arbitrators, have been 
incorporated into such projects. 

The department shall detennine and specify types of work, methods 
of perfonaance or remedial measures which shall be exempt from the 
operation of this section. 

With regard to any project which involves routine maintenance and 
operation of water supply, drainage, flood control, or work treatment 
and disposal facilities, notice to and agreement with the department 
shall not be required subsequent to the initial notification 
agreement unless the work as described in the agreement 1s 
substantially changed, or conditions affecting fish and wildlife 
resources substantially change, and such resources are adversely 
affected by the activity conducted under the agreement. This 
provision shall be applicable in any instance where notice to and 
agreement with the department has been attained prior to the 
effective date of this act. 

The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to emergency 
work necessary to protect life or property; however, notification by 
the agency or public utility perfonning such emergency work shall be 
made to the department within 14 days of the commencement of such 
emergency work .• 

1602. In addition to the provisions of Section 1601, the department, 
following submission of the modifications referred to in Section 
1601, shall by mutual agreement with any state agency proposing such 
project, establish such procedures that the parties deem necessary to 
provide adequate review of the proposed modifications and 
consideration of alternative conditions designed to protect existing 
fish and game resources. If no agreement can be reached between the 
department and the state agency proposing the project, the procedures 
for arbitration specified in section 1601 shall then apply. 

1603. It is unlawful for any person to substantially divert or 
obstruct the natural flow or substantially change the bed, channel or 
bank of any river, stream or lake designated by the department, or 
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use any material from the streambeds, without first notifying the 
department of such activity. except when the department has been 
notified pursuant to Section 1601. The department w1th1n 30 days of 
receipt of such notice, or within the time detennined by mutual 
written agreement, shall, when an existing fish or wildlife resource 
may be substantially adversely affected by such activity, notify the 
person of the existence of such fish and wildlife resource together 
with a description thereof, and. shall submit to the person its 
proposals as to measures necessary to protect fish and wildlife. 
Upon a detennination by the department of the necessity for onsite 
investigation or upon the request for an onsite investigation by the 
affected parties, the department shall notify the affected parties 
that it shall make onsite investigation of the activity and shall 
make such investigation before tt shall propose any measure necessary 
to protect the fish and wildlife. 

Within 14 days of receipt of the department's proposals, the 
affected person shall notify the department in writing as to the 
acceptability of the proposals, except that this time may be extended 
by mutual agreement. If such proposals are not acceptable to the 
affected person, then that person shall so notify the department. 
Upon request the department shall meet with the affected person 
within seven days of receipt of such notification or such time as may 
be mutually agreed upon for the purpose of developing proposals which 
are acceptable to the department and the affected person. If mutual 
agreement 1s not reached at such meeting a panel of arbitrators shall 
be established; provided, however, that the appointment of such panel 
may be deferred by mutual consent of the parties. The panel shall be 
established within seven days of such meeting and shall be composed 
of one representative of the department, one representative of the 
affected person, and a third person mutually agreed upon, or ff no 
agreement can be reached, the third person shall be appointed in the 
manner provided by Section 1281.6 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
The third person shall act as panel chatnnan. The panel shall have 
power to settle dtsagreeRlE!nts and make binding decisions regarding 
fish and wildlife modifications. Such arbitration shall be completed 
within 14 days from the day that the composition of the panel is 
established, unless the time is extended by mutual agreement. 
Expenses of the department representative are to be borne by the 
department, expenses of the representative of the person who diverts 
or obstructs the natural flow or changes the bed of al'\)' river, stream 
or lake, or uses any material from the streambeds shall be borne by 
such person; expenses of the chainnan are to be paid one-half by each 
party. 

It 1s unlawful for any person to commence any activity affected by 
this section until the department has found it will not substantially 
adversely affect an existing fish or wildlife resource or until the 
department's proposals, or the decisions of a panel of arbitrators, 
have been incorporated into such projects. If the department fails 
to act within 30 days of the receipt of the notice, the person may 
conmence such activity. 

It is unlawful for any person to engage in a project or activity 
affected by this section, unless such project or activity is 
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conducted in accordance with the department's proposals or the 
decisions of the panel of arbitrators. 

With regard to any project which involves routine maintenance and 
operation of water supply, drainage, flood control, or waste 
treatment and disposal facilities, notice to and agreement with the 
department shall not be required subsequent to the initial 
notification and agreement unless the work as described in the 
agreement is substantially changed, or conditions affecting ffsh and 
wildlife resources substantially change, and such resources are 
adversely affected by the activity conducted under the agreement. 
This provision shall be applicable in any instance W.ere notice to 
and agreement wfth the department have been attained prior to. the 
effective date of this chapter. 

The provisions of this section shall not be applicable to emergency 
work necessary to protect life or propert;y. Notification by the 
person performing such emergency work sha 11 be made to the department 
within 14 days of comencement of such emergency work. 

1604. Af\Y part;y affected by a decision made by an arbitration panel 
pursuant to ·Section 1601 or 1603 may petition a court of competent 
jurisdiction for conffnnation, correction, or vacation of the 
decision in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 4 (cOl!lllencing 
wf th Section 1285) of Tf tle 9 of Part 3 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 

1605. Any governmental agency, state or local, or public utility 
which intends to specify any location of possible construction 
material such as borrow pits or gravel beds, for the use 1n af\Y 
construction project undertaken on its behalf which would be subject 
to this chapter, shall include in any notice inviting bids, any 
modifications or conditions established pursuant to section 1601 of 
this Code. 

1606. Persons submitting timber harvesting plans under provisions of 
Section 4581 of the Public Resources Code may consider that 
notification to the department as requf red 1 n Section 1603 has been 
given, provided, however, the following fnfonnatfon fs provided in 
the contents of such plan: 

{a) The volume, eype, and equipment to be used in removing or 
displacing any one or cOlllbination of soil, sand, gravel or boulders. 

(b) The volume of water, intended use, and equipment to be used in 
af\Y water diversion or impoundment, ff applicable. 

{c) The equipment to be used in road or bridge construction. 
(d) The t;ype and density of vegetation to be affected and an 

estimate of the area involved. . 
(e) A diagram or sketch of the location of the operation which 

clearly indicated the stream or other water and access from a named 
public road. Locked gates shall be .indicated. The compass direction 
must be shown. 

(f) A description of the period of time in which operations will 
be carried out. 

so 

Public Resources Code--Forest & Fire Laws 

4413. •zone A• 
Includes af\Y count;y and any portion of any count;y M'lich fs south of 

the Mount· Dfablo baseline, except the Counties and the portions of 
the Counties of Alameda, Calaveras, COntra Costa, Hart~, Mariposa, 
Mono, San Francisco, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, and Tuolumne which are 
south of such line. 

4414. •zone a• 
Includes any county and portion of any count;y which fs not included 

in Zone A. 

4422. Allowing Ff re to Escape. 
A person shall not do any of the following: 
(a) Willfully or knowingly allow fire to burn uncontrolled on land 

tm1ch he owns o.- controls, or to escape to the lands of any person 
other than that of the owner. 

(b) Allow any fire kindled or attended by hfm to escape from his 
control or to spread to the land of any person other than from the 
land from which the fire o.-1ginated. 

4423. Written Pennf t Required for Burning. 
A person shall not buni af\Y brush, stwnps, logs, fallen timber, 

fallows, slash, grass-covered land, brush-covered land, 
forest-covered land, or other flamnable material. In any state 
responsiblf ity ·area, area receiving fire protection by the 
Department by contract, or upon federal lands acbinfstered by the 
United States Department of Agriculture or Department of the 
Interior, unless he has a written pennit from the Director or hfs 
duly authorized representative or the authorized federal officer on 
federal lands administered by the United States Departments of 
Agriculture or Interior and in strict accordance with the 'terms of 
the jenn1 t: 

(a At any time in Zone A. 
(b At any time in Zone li between April 1st and December 1st of 

any year, or at any other. time in Zone li during any year when the 
director has declared, by proclamation, that unusual fire hazard 
conditions exist in the area. 

4427. Clearing and Tools Required. 
Durf ng any time of the year when burning pennits are required 1n an 

area pursuant to this article, no person shall use or operate any 
motor, engine, boiler, stationary equipment, welding equipment, 
cutting torches, tarpots, or grinding devices from which a spark, 
fire, or flame may originate, which is located on or near any 
forest-covered land, brush-covered land, or grass-covered land, 
without doing both of the following: · 

(a) First clearing away all flanmable material, including snags, 
from the area around such operation for a distance of 10 feet. 

(b) Maintain one serviceable round point shovel with an overall 
length of not less than fort;y-s1x (46) inches and one backpack pump 
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water-type fire extinguisher fully equipped and ready for use at the 
il!lllediate area during the operation. 

This section does not apply to portable powersaws and other 
portable tools powered by a gasoline-fueled internal combustion 
engine. (See Sec. 4431 re powersaws) 

4428. Fire Fighting Tools Required on Industrial Operations: Power 
Equipnent and Log Landings. 

No person, except any member of an emergency crew or except the 
driver or owner of any service vehicle owned or operated by or for, 
or operated under contract with, a publicly or privately owned 
utility, which is used in the construction, operation, removal, or 
repair of the property or facilities of such utility when engaged in 
emergency operations, shall use or operate any vehicle, machine, tool 
or equipment powered by an internal combustion engine operated on 
hydrocarbon fuels, fn any industrial operation located on or near any 
forest, brush, or grass-covered land between April 1 and December 1 
of af\Y year, or at any other time when ground litter and vegetation 
will sustain combustion permitting the spread of fire, without 
providing and maintaining, for fire fighting purposes only, suitable 
and serviceable tools in the amounts, manner and location prescribed 
in this section. 

(a) On any such operation a sealed box of tools shall be located, 
within the operating area, at a point accessible in the event of 
fire. This fire toolbox shall contain: one backpack p1111p-type fire 
extinguisher filled with water, two axes, two Mcleod fire tools, and 
a sufficient number of shovels so that each employee at the operation 
can be equipped to fight fire. 

(b) One or more serviceable chainsaws of three and one-half or 
more horsepower with a cutting bar 20 inches in length or longer 
shall be imnediately available within the operating area, or, in the 
alternative, a full set of timber-felling tools shall be located in 
the fire tool box, including one crosscut falling saw six feet in 
length, oni double-bit ax with a 36-inch handle, one sledge hal!lller or 
maul with a head weight of six, or more, pounds and handle length of 
32 inches, or more, and not less than two falling wedges. 

(c) Each rail speeder and passenger vehicle, used on such 
operation shall be equipped with one shovel and one ax, and any other 
vehicle used on the operation shall be equipped with one shovel. 
Each tractor used in such operation shall be equipped with one 
shovel. 

(d) As used in this section: 
(1) "Vehiclea means a device by which any person or property may 

be propelled, moved, or drawn over any land surface, excepting a 
device moved by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails 
or tracks. 

(2) •passenger vehiclea means a vehicle which is self-propelled 
and which is designed for carrying not more than 10 persons including 
the driver, and which is used or maintained for the transportation of 
persons, but does not include any motortruck or truck tractor. 

4429. Fire Tool Boxes Required. 
During any time of the year when burning permits are required in an 
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area pursuant to this· article, at anY camp maintained in such area 
for the residence of employees, or at any local headquarters in such 
area of af\Y industrial, agricultural, or other operations on or near 
af\Y forest-covered land or. brush-covered land, there shall be 
provided and maintained at all times, in a specific location, for 
fire fighting purposes only, a sufficient supply of serviceable tools 
to equip 50 percent of the able-bodied personnel. resident of such 
ca111>. or working out of such headquarters, for fighting fires. Among 
these .too ls sha 11 be inc 1 uded shove ls, axes. saws. backpack pumps, 
and scraping tools. With such tools there shall also be one 
serviceable headlight adaptable for attachment to at least one-half 
of the tractor-bulldozers used on the operation. and a sufficient 
number of canteens and flashlights to equip a third of the 
able-bodied personnel. 

4431. Gasoline Power Saw--Clearance and Equipment Required. 
During any time of the year when burning permits are required in an 

area pursuant to this article, no person shall use or operate or 
cause to be operated in such area any portable saw. auger, drill. 
tarq>er. or other portable tool powered by a gasoline-fueled internal 
combustion engine on or near any forest-covered land, brush-covered 
land, or grass-covered land, within 25 feet from any flall'lllable 
material, without providing and maintaining at the i1111lediate 
locations of use or operation of said saw or tool. for fire fighting 
purposes one serviceable round point shovel. with an overall length 
of not less than forty-six (46) inches, or one serviceable fire 
extinguisher. The Director shall, by administrative regulation, 
specify the type and size of fire extinguisher necessary to provide 
at least minimum assurance of controlling fire caused by use of 
portable power tools under various climatic and fuel conditions. 

The required fire tools shall at no time be farther from the point 
of operation of the powersaw or tool than 25 feet with unrestricted 
access for the operator from the point of operation. 

4442. Using Equipment Without Spark Arrester. 
Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person shall not 

use or operate any internal combustion engine which is operated on 
hydrocarbon fuels on any forest-covered land. brush-covered land, or 
grass-covered lands without providing, and maintaining in effective 
working order, a spark arrester attached to the exhaust system. For 
the purposes of this section. a spark .arrester is a device 
constructed of nonflamnable materials specifically for the purpose of 
rem>ving and retaining carbon and other flaumable particles over 
o.0232 of an inch in size from the exhaust flow of an internal 
combustion engine .that is operated by hydrocarbon fuels. Motor 
trucks. truck tractors, buses and passenger vehicles, except 
motorcycles, are not subject to the provisions of this section if the 
exhaust system is equipped with a.muffler as defined in the Vehicle 
Code. · 

Spark arresters affixed to the exhaust system of engines or 
vehicles. as described in this section. shall not be placed or 
mounted in such a manner as to allow flames or heat from the exhaust 
system to ignite af\Y flanmable material. 
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Vehicle Code 

27150. Mufflers. 
(a) Every motor vehicle subject to registration shall at all times 

be equipped with an adequate muffler fn constant operation and 
properly maintained to prevent any excessive or unusual noise, and no 
muffler or exhaust system shall be equipped with a cutout, bypass, or 
similar device. 

(b) Every passenger vehicle. except an off-highway motor vehicle 
subject to identification as defined in Section 38012, operated off 
the hfghw~s shall at all times be equipped with an adequate muffler 
in constant operation and properly maintained so as to meet the 
requirements of Section 27160, and no muffler or exhaust system shall 
be equipped with a cutout, bypass, or similar device. · 

TIMBER HARVESTING REQUIREMENTS 

Timber Harvesting Plan Process. 
A timber operation cannot start without first having an approved 

timber harvesting plan for the specific operating area. A copy of 
the approved plan shall be available at the active site of timber 
operations for review. The timer operator fs required to comply 
with all the provisions of the approved plan and amendments. 

To harvest timber under the Forest Practice Act the following 
events must occur. 

(1) A registered professional forester lll.lst prepare the timer 
harvesting plan. 

(2) The plan must be submitted to the appropriate CDF regional 
office for filing and review. 

(3) A multidisciplinary review ·team screens each plan. A 
preharvest inspection ~ be necessary. The tid>er operator should 
make every effort to attend this inspection since recomendations 
revarding the conduct of the operation may be made. 

(4) The plan and recOlllllE!nd4tfons of the review team are submitted 
for final consideration and either approval or denial of the plan by 
CDF. 

(5) Once a timber harvesting plan has been signed as bef ng in 
confonnance with the Act and Hoard regulations, the timer operator 
mey start his operations on or after the conmenc:ement date specified 
fn the plan. 

(6) During the active life of the plan the CDF will make 
fnspectfons to detennfne compliance. These inspections may be made 
in the presence or absence of the timber operator. A written report 
(LE-3) will be sent to the operator after each inspection with the 
items inspected and coniments noted. 

(7) As the operation progresses and a need for change fs found, 
the amendment process will be followed. 

(8) Upon completion of the timber operation and submittal of a 
work completion report (FH-66), all work on the plan (except for 
stocking) is to be complete and in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Board of Forestry. 
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Within six months after receiving the work completion report. the 
CDF will make a final inspection to detennine satisfactory compliance 
by the timber operator. 

(9) Upon signing the work completion report the 5-year period for 
stocking begins. At any time during this period that stocking 
requirements are satisfied a report of stocking (FM-67) may be 
submitted for CDF approval. Within six months of the receipt of this 
report. CDF will inspect for stocking compliance. 

(10) When stocking is verified and all other conditions have been 
met. an area is again available to start the timber harvesting 
process over~ 

(11) The one exception to operating on a timber harvesting plan 
not prepared by a registered professional forester 1s when a 
timberland conversion certificate has been issued by the director of 
the Department of Forestry. In order for the conversion certificate 
to be in effect it must be recorded with the county clerk in the 
county where timber operations are to be conducted. 

Timber Harvesting Plan Amendment Process. 
There are two types of amendments: 

(a) Substantial Deviations. The Board of Forestry has provided a 
partial list of actions which are nonnally considered to be 
substantial deviations. To undertake a substantial deviation 
(amendment) a written request must be submitted by the original plan 
submitter or successor in interest to the director. The substantial 
deviation cannot be implemented until acted upon by the director. 
Substantial deviations are subject to the same review as timber 
harvesting plans. A review period of at least 15 days is mandatory 
and may be up to 25 days ff a preharvest inspection fs required. 

If the submitter of a substantial deviation believes the change is 
only minor. the submitter can request the change be accepted as 
minor. The director then has 5 working days from receipt of the 
request to act on the request. If no action is taken the submitter 
may proceed with the deviation. 

If the director disagrees with the submitter on the deviation, the 
full review period will be in effect and the submitter notified. 

The partial listing of actions described by the Board as 
substantial deviations is as follows: 

(1) Change in location of timber harvesting operations or 
enlargement of the area to be cut. 

(2) Change in the sflvicultural method and cutting system on any 
portion of the plan area. 

(3) Change in type or location of logging (yarding) system or 
basic type of equipment. 

(4) Change in location. nature or increase in length of proposed 
109ging roads incorporating one or more of the following criteria: 

(A) Any road in the Stream Protection Zone or where sidecast will 
extend into the Stream Protection Zone. 

(0) Any road located in an EXTREME Erosion Hazard Rating area in 
the Coast Forest District, EXTREMELY HIGH Estimated Erosion Potential 
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area in the Northern Forest District, or a HIGH Erosion Potential 
area in the Southern Forest District. 

(C) Any road where ~e average side slope exceeds 50 percent. 
(D) Any road where unstable areas, active soil movement, or slide 

areas must be traversed. . 
(E) Ahy increase in gradient allowed by the district rules as an 

exception and not provided for in the original plan. 
(5) Any use of existing roads not shown in the original plan when 

reconstruction work to allow for vehicle travel will be substantial. 
Substantial work on an existing road means nore than minor repair and 
dressing of the travel surface and removal of vegetation to allow for 
vehicle passage. 

(6) Use of any roads not shown in the plan which would affect the 
key habitat of rare or endangered species or other critical wildlife 
habitat. 

(7) Enlargement of landings where such enlargement was not 
Justified in the original plan. 

(8) Any change of operation in or designation of, the Stream 
Protection Zone. 

(9) Any downgrading of stream classification. 
( 10) A change to \'If nter operations where sunrner operations were 

previously specified. 

(b) Hf nor Deviations. A mi nor deviation is a change in a p 1 an 
which is presumed not to make a significant change in the conduct of 
the timber operation. The change can be expected not to adversely 
affect timberland productivity or values relating to soil, water 
quality, watershed, wildlife, fisheries, range and forage, 
recreation, and aesthetic enjoyment. 

Minor deviations may be undertaken without first submitting an 
amendment but the deviation must be reported to the director in 
writing by the plan submitter. See code Sections 1036, 1039, 1040, 
Title 14 California Administrative Code. 

Emergency Notice of Timber Operations. 
Emergency is defined as the necessity to imnediately salvage down, 

dead, or <b'ing timber, or to cut and remove timber where delay could 
cause appreciable financial loss, waste or loss of forest resources. 

In order to conduct an emergency timber operation a notice (FM-65) 
must be filed by a registered professional forester with the 
appropriate CDF regional office. Timber operations may start 
inrnediately after submittal of the fonn. Under this notice timber 
operations may proceed for a maximum of 60 days. The operation must 
be conducted in confonnance with all existing forest practice rules. 

If timber operations are going to require more than 60 days to 
complete, a timber harvesting plan must be submitted and approved to 
operate beyond the 60 days. See Sections 1050, 1051 Title 14 
California Administrative Code. 

Exemption From Tirrber Harvesting Plan Requirements. 
The Forest Practice Act exempts certain specific operations from 

the timber harvesting plan requirements. The exempt operations are: 
(1) Harvesting Christmas trees. 
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(2) Harvesting .dead. dying or diseased trees of any size in 
amounts less than 10 percent of the average volllllO per acre; or 
fuelwood or split products--where either will have only minim1111 
iri;eact on the timberland resources. 

(3) Timber operations conducted on ownerships of t1srberland of 
less than 3 acres in size and no.t part of a larger parcel of 
timberland 1n the same ownership. 

The timber operator h required to co111>lY with existing forest 
practice rules tdlile conducting an exempt operation. 

The exe111>tion notice 1s filed with the CDF regional office and 
timber operations 111a,y proceed during the time period specified on the 
notice. The timber owner or operator may file the notice. The 
services of a registered professional fopester are not required on 
exea:pt operations. . 

Exemptions and emergencies are subject to the same inspection 
procedure as timber harvesting plans. See Stt!=t1on 4584 of the Public 
Resources Code and Section 1038 Title 14 California Administrative 
Code. 
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