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R EA D TH I S FI RS T Ill! 

BOW TO USE 1IDS BOOK 

Sections 89S through 909.1 and 1020 through 11 lS.4 apply Statewide. 

Coast District Sections 911 thru 929. 7 
Northern District Sections 931 thru 949.7 
Southern District Sections 9S1 thru 969. 7 

.,, 
Look in the Table of Contents for your subject. For example, under Harvesting Practices 

& Erosion Control, Felling Practices begins on Page 49. All Forest Districts arc listed: 914.1, 
934.1, 954.1, thus the rule is the same for all three Districts. Applies to your operation. 

Skim through the table to find rules that arc unique to only one or two of the Districts. 
For example: 9S4.4 Site Preparation Addendum applies only in the Southern District. 

Both the rules that apply in all districts and those specific to any one district would apply 
in that particular district. You will need to locate all those rules that apply to the district where 
you work. 

Please Note: The underlined sections of the rules arc those that were either corrected or 
amended since the 1994 edition of these rules. 

DISCLAIMER 

This presentation of the Forest Practice Rules is intended to provide field personnel with 
working rules for their use. It is not intended to be authoritative. The only official publication 
of the rules is by: 

Barclay Law Publishers 

P. 0 . Box 3066 


So. San Francisco, CA 94080 

Telephone: (41S) 244-6611 


The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection has bcnefitted from the observations 
of readers who have cited errors in earlier editions. Your comments in that area arc solicited. 
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SUBCHAFl'ER 1 ABBREVIATION AND DEFINITIONS 


Article 1 AbbreriaUons and DeftnlUom 

895 AbbrmaUom Applicable Throughout Chapter 

The followina abbreviations are applicable throughout this chapter: 
B II: M 

CCR 
CF.QA 
an 
dbh 

def. 
E 
EIR 
Fll:GC 
FPA 

ft 
Gov. C. 
H 
ha 
In. 
m 
MD 
N 
NTMP 
PRC 
R 

ref. 
RPF 
s 
SB 
Sec. 
T 

11IP 
TPZ 
w 
WLPZ 

~eline and Meridian reference lines runnina in true EW and NS directions used in U.S. 

General Land Survey 

California Code of Reautations 

California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) 

centimeter(s) 

The average diameter of a tree measured outside bark, at breast hei&ht, a point 4.S feet 

(1.37 m) above the average around level. 
definition 
true cardinal direction East 
Environmental Impact Repon as defined in Public Resources Code Section 21061 
Fish and Game Code 
Z'bera-Nejedly Forest Practice act of 1973 and amendments thereto (Public Resources 
Code Section 4SSI et seq.) 
foot or feet 
Government Code 
Humboldt (used in combination with B & M) 
hectare(s) 
inch or inches 
meter or meters 
Mount Diablo (used in combination with B & M) 
true cardinal direction North 
Nonindustrial Timber Managemtnt Plan 
Public Resources Code 
Ranae: a row of townships, six miles in width, between two successive meridian lines 
of the U.S . General Land Survey. 
Refer, reference 
Reaisteced Professional Forester 
true cardinal direction South 
San Bernardino (used In combination with B & M) 
Section 
Township: a tier ofranaes, six miles in length between two successive standard parallels 
as used in the U.S. General Land Survey. 
Tunba Harvesting Plan 
Timberland Production Z.One [Ref. Government Code Section St 104(&)] 
true cardinal direction West 
Watercourse and Lake Protection Z.One 

1195.1. DermitiOM 
The definitions contamed in the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 as amended (commencin& 

with Section 4511 of the Public Resources Code) shall apply to this chapter, as well as the following 



CALIFORNIA FORFST PRACI1CE RULFS 

definitions, unleaa the context clearly roquirea othetWise. 
Abandonmmt means leaviq a lo&&in& road reasonably Impassable to standard production four wheel­

drive higbway vehicles, and leavin& a louing road and landinp, in a condition which provides for long­
term functionina of mision controls with little or no continuin& maintenance. 

Ad means the Z't>«a-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973 u currently amended (commencing with 
Section 4S11 of the Public Resources Code). 

Adl.e Nt11t means a bird nest site It which breeding efforts have recently occurred u determined by 
the Department of Fish and Game, as specified below: 

For the Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, recently means within the last two years. 
For the Golden Eqle, Osprey, Goshawk, recently meas within the last three years. 
For the Bald Ea&Ie and Perearine Falcon, recently means within the last five years. •Nests that have not been 111ed within this time period are conaldered abandoned. 

Adequate Site Occupa11C1 means the ranae of stockin& levels which provide a balance between the 
largest numb« of trees per acre capable of maximum individual tree growth on future crop trees and 
maximum overall stand growth. This balance is achieved when stockin& levels are within Zones 2 and 
3 of the Lanasa«er curve, as &hown in "The Practice of Silvlculture", by David Smith (1962). 

Alternative Presaiptlon means a written analysis of prebarvest and postharvest timb« stand 
conditions and a description of the silvicultural practices and systems to be used in lieu of the standard 
methods. 

Average Slope means the arithmetic average of a sample of slopes talcen systematically over the area 
to which the avenae is to be applied. 

Basal Area Per Acre see 4S28(a). 
Benelldal U1e means those uses of wlter as defined by Section 130SO(f) of the Water Code and as 

described In the applicable Water Quality Control Plan. 
Benn means a cwt> or dike constructed to control water and prevent roadway runoff waters from 

discbar1ln1 onto roadside slopes and/or to provide mlterial for subsequent road maintenance. 
Board see PRC 4521.3. 
Broadcast Bumln& means the use of fire throughout a site preparation area to prepare it for 

regeneration. It does not Include burnin& of oraanic muter which is piled during mechanical site 
preparation or for hazard reduction. 

Brood Material as used In these rules refers to any cut or downed portion of a tree's stem greater 
than three Inches with Intact undeteriorated bark. 

Burrer Zone means the area of protection surrounding a nest tree in which timber operations must 
be conducted in accordance with the provisions set forth in these rqulations. A buffer zone does not 
constitute a special treatment area. 

Cable Roads means the path followed by lop bein& yarded by a cable system. 
Cable Yardln& means that system of aklddin& (transportini) lop by means of cable (wire rope) to 

the yarding machine (yarder) or a landini while the yarder remains stationary. 
Canopy means the more or less continuous cover of branches and foliqe formed collectively by the 

crowns of adjacent trees and other woody 1pecies. 
Codornlnants means trees with crowns forming the general level of the forest canopy and receiving 

full ligbt from above, but comparatively little light from the aides. Codominants usually have medium 
sized crowns, but are crowded on the aides. 

Committee see PRC 4S22. 
CompatJble Use means uses which do not significantly dettact from the use of the property for, or 

inhibit, growina and harvest.ilJi timb«, and shall include those specified in Government Code Sl 104(b) 
unless in specific imtances auch use would be contrary to this definition. 

Countable Tree see 4S28(b). 
CritJaal Period means the time ofyear when the special timber operations practices set forth in these 

reauJations are required to minimize nesting disturbance to a species of special concern. 

2 
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Crop or Trees (within the meaning of PRC 4526), any number of trees which can be harvested 
commercially. 

Cumulative hnpada means those impacts as defined in 14 CCR 15355. 
Cutover Land see PRC 4522.5. 
f>an&er Tree means any tree located on or adjacent to a utility right-<>f-way or facility that could 

damage utility facilities should it fall where: the tree leans toward the right-<>f-way, or (2) the tree is 
defective because of any cause, such as: heart or root rot, shallow roots, excavation, bad crotch, dead 
or with de.ad top, deformity, cracks or splits, or any other reason that could result in the tree or a main 
lateral of the tree falling. 

Department means the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
Diameter (when measuring standing live trees), the average diameter of a tree measured outside the 

bark, at breast height, a point 4.5 feet (1.37m) above the average &round level. 
Director means the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
Diseased trm mew trees wblch have abnormal physioloaica! conditions or structural changes that 

result in a substantial adyme effect on tbe trees' healtb or thrwens to mad the djsease !bus 
threatening the sustained heal!h of surroµndjpg trees, These conditions or structural changes express 
characteristic signs or symptoms and are caused by identifiable biotic or &biotic aunts includin& but not 
limited to fungi. bacteria imects Paruitic plants yertebr1tes. liKhtnipg fire apd mecl!•nical woupds, 

District see PRC 4523. 
Ditch Drain means a drainage structure or facility which will move water from an inside road ditch 

to an outside area. 
Dominants means trees with well-<leveloped crowns extending above the general level of the forest 

canopy and receiving full light from above and partly from the sides. 
Domestic Water UR means the use of water in homes reaons. motels. oraauiution camps 

developed camParoun<ls. including !be incidental waterina of domestic stock for family suatcpapce or 
epjoymept apd the irrigation of not more than ope half acre in lawn omameptal shrubbery or gwleps 
at any single establishment The use of water at a deyelopecl caumaround Qr resort for human 
consumption. cooking gr sanitan puax>ses is a domestic use 

Drainace Fadlltles means facilities constructed to control water, including, but not limited to, fords, 
inside ditches, waterbreaks, outsloping and rolling dips. See Chapter VII, Hazardous Tree Identification, 
Powerline Fire Prevention Field Guido-1977, A Joint Publication of the California Department of 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service, and U.S. Bureau of Land Management. 

Drainage StnJcture means a structure installed to control, divert or to cross over water, including, 
but not limited to, culverts, bridges and ditch drains. 

Dying Trm means trees wbicb W!jbit gpe or IIl!1£e of !he fo!loww: fifty percept gr more of the 
folia&&=bearing crown js dad gr fading in colgr {rom a normal areep to yellow, sorrel, or brown 
excluding oomia] autumn coloration changes: successful bark beetle att&cb with indicatlgns gf dad 
cambium and brogd deyelgwnent distributed arouQd the circumference of !he bole: aeyemy-five percent 
or more of the cjrcumferepce gf the lower bole is girdlecl by wildlife: or trees desimatec! b.y an BPF as 
likely to die within gpe year. · 

El'feds means effects and impacts as defined in 14 CCR 15358. 
F.mergeocy means those conditions that will cause waste or losa of timber resources to the timber 

owner that may be minimiU!d by immediate harvesting of infected, infested or damaged timber or 
salvaging down timber; or those conditions that will cause appreciable financial loss to the timber owner 
that may be minimized by immediate harvesting of timber. 

F.nd-HauUng means the removal and transportation of excavated material to prevent sidecast. 
F.nerc Dlsslpator means a device or material used to reduce the energy of flowing water. 
F.Quipmeot Exclusion Zone lEEZ) mew the are,a. U explained in the 1lfP. where heavy egujpgiept 

usociated with tjmber operation., is totally excludecl for the protection ofwater Quality the beneficial uses 
of Water. and/Qr o!her forest resoorces. 
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F.qulpmmt Umltatlon the tetm used when the use of timber harvestiJI& equipment is to be limited 
for the protection of water quality, the beneficial uses ofwater, and/or other forest resources. 

kufl)Olcnt Um!tatlon Zone m.zi means the area. as egplained in the DIP where heavy eaujpment 
wos;jate<I wjth tjmber operations is limited for the protection of water qu.a!jty. the t!egeficja! uses of 
Wllq. Nld/or Other foU!l!t rcsoucces 

Enlslon Controls means drainaae facilities, soil stabilization treatmetlts, road and landini 
abandonment, removal and treatment ofwatercourse crossings, and any other features or actions to reduce 
surface erosion, auJlyin&, channel erosion, and mass erosion. 

Exc:ss Material means material that is not used or needed as a functional part of the road or a 
landin&. 

Executive Otncer means the Executive Officer ofthe State Board of Forestry authorized by PRC 739. 
Extended Dry Periods means those periods durin& the winter period when saturated soil conditions 

do not exist. 
Feasible means capable of beini accomplished in a successful manner within a reasonable period of 

time, takin& into account economic, environmental, le,al, social and technical factors. With re&ard to 
economic feasibility, the issue shall be whether the plan as revised could be conducted on a commercial 
basis within 3 years of the submission of the plan and not solely on tbe basis of whether extra cost is 
required to carry out tbe alternatives. 

Flfty-Ymr Flood Flow means that magnitude of peak flow which one would expect to be equalled 
or exceeded, on the averqe, once evuy SO years. This flow shall be estimated by empirical relationships 
between precipitation and watershed characteristics and runoff and then may be modified by direct 
channel cross section measurements and local experience. 

FlU means material tbat is placed in low areas and built up to form the roadbed or landin& surface. 
Fuelbreak &ee PRC •S28(e). 
Functional Forqlna Habitat is dependent upon the presence and availability of prey on the forest 

floor or in the canopy; presence of accessible perchina limbs; and adjacency to stands with canopy 
closures >40~ . Averaie stem diameter is usually >6" D.B.H. for hardwoods and > 11" D.B.H. for 
conifers amona dominants, and codominants, and the total overhead canopy closure, including 
intermediate trees is at least 40%. Where overall canopy closure is >80%, foraiin& habitat is limited 
to areas with ample fli&ht apace below limbs and amona stems. Foraiin& habitat in smaller size classes 
and lower percentqe canopy closures must be justified by local information. 

Functional Nestlna Habitat means habitat with a dominant and codominant tree canopy closure of 
at least 40% and a total canopy (includina dominant, codominant, and intermediates) of at least 60%. 
Usually the stand is distinctly multi-layered witb an averqe stem diameter in dominant, and codominaot 
conifers, and hardwoods > 11" D.B.H. The stand usually consists of several tree species (mcludin& 
hardwoods) of mixed sizes. All nests, 1111p, down lop, and decadent trees &ball also be considered IS 
part of the habitat. Nestln& substrates are provided by broken tops, cavities, or platforms such u those 
created by a hawk or squirrel neat, mistletoe broom, or 1CCWDulated debris. Owls are known to 
occuionally nest in less than optimal habitat. Nestina areas may also be associated with characteristics 
of topoiraphic relief and aspect which alter microclimates. 

Functional ROCJltlna Habitat durina the territorial breedin& season, consists ofstands where averaie 
stem diameter is > 11" D.B.H. aznona dominant and codominant trees. Hardwood and conifers provide 
an averqe ofat least 40" canopy closure but the stand can have a hi&h decree ofvariability. Stand size 
and confi&uratlon must be sufficient to provide multiple perch sitel which are suitable for protection from 
various environmental conditions, including wind, hut, and precipitation. 

Functional WlldHre Habitat means veaetative structure and composition which function to provide 
essential characteristics for wildlife feedini, reproduction, cover and movement between habitats. The 
habitat components must be In sufficient quantities and arraniement to support tbe diverse assemblaie 
ofwildlife species that are normally found on or use forestlands within that area. Within tbis definition 
the followina terms mean: 
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Func:tion(al): Refers to ecological relationships between both the habitat components and needs of the 
species which allows for all of the normal life cycle lncludin&, migration corridors, 1enetic pathways, 
food availability, temperature protection, moisture retention, nutrient cycling, denning, spawning, 
nesting, and other functions necessary to complete a life cycle. 
Composition: Refers to the types, abundance, distribution, and ecological relationships of species of 
terrestrial and aquatic vegetation within the forest stand lncludin& dominance, richness, trophic levels 
and other population and community features It levels which affect the 10111-unn survival of individual 
forest species. 
Structure: Refers to the physical arrangement of and relationships between living and non-living 
terrestrial and aquatic components within the forest stand includilll, age, size, height and spacilll of live 
vegetation in the forest in addition to seeps, spawning iravels, pools, springs, snags, 101s, den trees, 
meadows, canopy coveraae. levels of canopies and other physical features necessary to allow species 
to function. 

Good Cause Is Shown (as used in PRC 4'S90), the plan submitter presents facts which describe the 
factors beyond the control of the plan submitter and his or her agents, such as: market conditions, 
weather, technical difficulties or natural disaster, that have prevented feasible completion of the timber 
operation within the effective period of the plan. 

Hann means an act where it actually kills or injures a federally listed wildlife species. Such acts may 
Include a significant habitat modification or degradation which actually kills or injures wUdlife by 
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, includilll breeding, feeding or sheltering. 

Baras.! means an intentional or negliaent act or omission which creates the likelihood of injury to a 
federally listed wildlife species by annoying it to such an extent u to significantly disrupt normal 
behavioral patterns which include, but are not limited to, breedilll, feedin& or sheltering. 

Hard Fror.en Conditions means those frozen soil conditions where loaded ·or unloaded vehicles can 
travel without sinkin1 Into the road surfaces to a depth of more than six inches over a distance of more 
than 25 feet. 

Harn.sting Method means the process used to cut and remove timber. It may have as its silvicultural 
objective either stand regeneration or intermediate treatments. 

Intermediate Treatments means harvests conducted to modify or pide the development of an 
existing stand oftrees, but not to replace (regenerate) the stand with a new one. The treatments involve 
the removal of trees to allow expansion of the crowns and root systems. 

Intermediates means trees with crowns below the general level of the forest canopy and receiving 
little li&ht from either above or the sides. Intermediates have minimally-developed crowns and are 
crowded on the sides. 

Lake is a permanent natural body of water of any size, or an artificially impounded body of water 
having a surface area of at least one acre, isolated from the sea, and havilll an area of open water of 
sufficient depth and permanency to prevent complete coverage by rooted aquatic plants. 

Landing means that area where forest products are concentrated prior to loading for transportation 
to market. 

Late Sucasalon Fonst Stancle means stands ofdominant and predominant trees that meet the criteria 
of WHR cliw SM, SD, or 6 with an open, moderate or dense canopy closure classification, often with 
multiple canopy layers, and are It least 20 acres in size. Functional characteristics of late succession 
forests include large decadent trees, snags, and large down Jogs. 

Layout means a prepared a prepared bed into which a tree is felled. A layout is generally constructed 
by tractor and is intended to reduce the breakage that occurs during the felling of trees. 

License see PRC 4'S24. 
Listed Spedm means a plant or animal species which is listed as rare, threatened or endangered under 

federal or state law, or a sensitive species by the Board. 
Live and Healthy [as used in PRC 4'S28(b)(2)] a tree that is a potential crop tree. 
Log Culvert means a drainage structure consisting of 1015 or logs and fill material placed in a 
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drainaae in such a manner as to allow for the passage of water. Also commonly referred to as a 
"Humboldt crosama•. 

Loalni Area means that area on which timber operations are bein& conducted as shown on the map 
accompanyin1 the Timba" Harvestina Plan, and within 100 feet, u measured on the surface of the 
&round. from the ed&e of the traveled aurface ofappurtenant roads owned or controlled by the timberland 
owner, timber operator or timba" owner, and beina used durina the harvestin1 of the particular area. 
The tmeled surface of such amzurteoant road& is also part of !he loninB area. 

Louin& Road means a road other than a public road used by trucks 1oin1 to and from landinas to 
transport lop and other forest products. 

Lona-Tenn Slgnlftcant Ad•ene Elrect on fish, wildlife, or lilted species known to be primarily 
associated with late succession forest stands means an effect that creates an identifiable trend or set of 
conditions which provide a substantial level ofscientific evidence that a population ofone or more species 
of fish, wildlife, or listed species primarily associated with late succession forest stands will become 
extirpated from a sip.lficant portion of its current r1D1e in the Forest District within the plannina 
horizon. 

Lona Tenn Sustained Yield means the average annual growth sustainable by the inventory predicted 
at the end of a 100 year plannin& period. 

Lopplni for Fire Huard Reduction means severing and spreading slash so that no part of it 
1enerally remains more than 30 inches above the &round except where a specific rule provides another 
standard. 

Manmade Watercoune means a watercoune which is constructed and maintained to facilitate man's 
use of water and includes, but is not limited to, ditches and canals used for domestic, hydropower, 
irrl&ation, and other beneficial uses (man made watercourses u defined do not include roadside drainage 
ditches). 

Markin& means a painted horizontal band or other dlatinauishina desi&nation which is visible from 
two sides of a tree, and a stump desilJlation, if required in the THP, which is visible after fellina 
operations. 

Mechanical Site Prepu-atioo means all site preparation activities undertaken by motorized heavy 
equipment to prepare an area for reimeration. 

Nmt Site means the 1eo&raphic area surroundin& habitat that includes the nest tree(s), perch tree(s), 
screening tree(s), and replacement ttee(s) of a bird species of special concern. 

Nest Tree means the tree, anaa, or other structure that contains the nest of a species of special 
concern. 

Occupied Nest means a nest currently being used by one or more adult birds with eggs o,: young 
present. 

OYerbanaini Bank means a condition in which the upper portion ofa cut slope projects (hqs) over 
the lower portion of a cut slope. 

OferatorJ means that portion of the trees, in a forest of more than one story, formina the upper 
canopy layers. 

Owl Habitat means Type A, B, or C owl habitat or those areas with functional forqing habitat, 
functional nestin1 habitat, and functional roostin1 habitat which support the owl 'a biolo1ical needs for 
breedin&, sheltering, and feed Ina. An area ofhabitat could have characteristics which support all of the 
functional needs for nestin&, roosting, and foraging or a combination of those functions. Because owls 
are known to occuionally inhabit less than optimal forest sttucture, local information can be used to 
justify the modification of functional habitat definitions. 

Put Projects means previously approved, on-going, or completed projects which may add to or lessen 
impact(s) created by the THP under consideration. These aeoerally include, but may not be limited to, 
projects completed within the last ten years. 

Perch Tree means a tree or snaa identified and designated by the RPF in consultation with the 
Department of Fish and Game as utilized periodically by a species of special concern for nesting, 
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territorial defense, or as an 1pproach to its nest or feeding area. 
Permanent Road means a road which is planned and constructed to be part ofa permanent all-seaon 

transportation facility. These roads have a surface which is suitable for the haulina of forest products 
throughout the entire winter period and have drainage structures, if any, at watercourse crossinas which 
will 1CCOmmodate the fifty-year flood flow. Normally they are maintained durina the wintrz period. 

Pennanent Waterc:oune Croal111 means a w1tercourse crossina that will be constructed to 
accommodate the estimated fifty-year flood flow and will remain in place when timber operations have 
been completed. 

Penon see PRC 4S2S. . 
Plan means Timber Harvesting Plan as described in PRC 4582. 
Planning Watershed means the contiguous land bue and associated watershed system thlt fonns a 

fourth order or other watershed typically 10,000 acres or less in size. Where a watershed exceeds 10,000 
acres, the Director may 1pprove subdividing into smaller planning watersheds which shall be a composite 
of contiguous lower order watttsheds and areas draining into the main channel but not supporting a first 
order tributary. Smaller planning watersheds shall not be less than 3,000 acres nor exceed 10,000 acres 
in size as proposed by a plan submitter and approved by the Director. Plan submitten with approval of 
the director may allow a larger size planning wltershed when 10,000 acres or less is not a logical 
planning unit, such as on the Eastside Sierra Pine type, as Iona as the size in exuss of 10,000 acres is 
the smallest that is practical. Third order basins flowing directly into the ocean shall also be considered 
an appropriate planning watershed. This section will stay in effect until such time as the Director 
prepares and distributes maps identifying planning watersheds using the above criteria. 

Predominant Trees are those whose crowns are above the general level of the canopy and are 
significantly older than the surrounding stand. 

Prescribed Maintenance Period means the period, beginning with filing of the work completion 
report provided the report is 1pproved during which erosion controls which are required and constructed 
as part of a timber operation must be maintained in afunctional condition. The period shall not exceed 
three years from the filing of the work completion report provided that the report is subsequently 
approved by the director. 

Project means an activity which has the potenti.al to cause a physical chanae in the environment, 
directly or ultimately, and that is: 1) undertaken by a public qency, or 
2) undertaken with public agency support, or 3) requires the applicant to obtain a lease, permit, license 
or entitlement from one or more public agencies. This includes Timber Harvesting Plans. 

Public Rod means a road open to the general public which is: (a) in the State or County road 
system, or (b) a road on which a public qency has deeded, unlimited easement. 

Quality or Water means the level of water quality as specified by the applicable Water Quality 
Control Plan, including its water quality objectives, policies and prohibitions. 

Rance of the Northern Spotted Owl means the following counties: Marin, Napa, Del Norte, 
Mendocino, Colusa, Shasta (north ofHWY 299, west of1-S), Tehama (west of1-S), Sonoma, Humboldt, 
Lake, Trinity, Siskiyou, Glenn (west of 1-S), Modoc (w~t of HWY 139). 

Rr.uonably Foreseeable Probable Future Projects means projects with activities that may add to 
or lessen impact(s) of the proposed THP includiq but not limited to: 1) if the project is a THP on land 
which is controlled by the THP submitter, the THP is currently expected to commence within but not 
limited to, S years or, 2) if the project is a THP on land which is not under the control of the THP 
submitter the THP has been submitted or on-the-around work includiq THP preparation has materially 
commenced, or 3) if the project is not a TIIP, and a permit is required from a public agency, and the 
project is under environmental review by the public agency, or 4) if the project is one which is under 
taken by a public agency, the agency has made a public announcement of the intent to carry out the 
project. 

Reconstructed Roads means those existing roads that are to be restored or improved to make them 
useable for hauling forest products; "reconstructed• does not include routine or annual maintenance or 
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rehabilitation that does not require substantial change in the ori&inal prism of the road. 
Becomtrudion of E!dati!ll Tnc:tor Roedl mew rcstorin& or imProyjng the Surface of pre-existing 

tractor roads or akjd trails in a manner that requires substantial cuttipg or filling of soil or rock. 
Receoeradon Method means the process used to secure replacement of a forest stand. 
Re&isttnd Profsslonal FOl'tlter means a person who bolds a valid license as a professional forester 

pursuant to Article 3, Chapter 2, Division 1 of the Public Resources Code. 
Replaammt Tree means a tree or snag within the nest site ofa species ofspecial concern identified 

and designated by the RPF in consultation with the Department of Fish and Game as being suitable as 
a replacement for a nest or perch tree should the existhl& tree become unusable. 

Resource Conservation SCandardl see PRC 4525.3. 
RJgln1 means the cable (wire rope), blocks, and hood equipment used in cable yarding systems. 
Riparian means the banks and other adjacent terrestrial environs of lakes, watercourses, estuaries, 

and wet areas, where transported surface and subsurface freshwaters provide soil moisture to support 
mesic vegetation. 

RJp-Rap means rock or other suitable material placed to prevent or reduce erosion. 
Road Failure means d11m1e to the roadbed not pennittin1 vehicular passage for hauling of forest 

products, but does not mean cut bank or fill s!ougbin& incidental to road settling. 
Rolling Dip means a drainage facility that is constructed to remain effective while allowin& passage 

of motor vehicles at reduced road speeds. 
Sampling Ara means the area delineated on a map accompanying a report of stocking showing the 

area sampled by one of the procedures specified in 14 CCR 1072. 
S.turated Soll Condidons means 1l the wetness of the soil within a yarding area sucb that soil 

mep&th js exceeded and displlCfiPC!U (rom timber operllioQ.\ will occur It ja evidenced by soil mojsture 
conditioN that result in: al recluced traction by equipment as indirMed by wipnjpg or cbumiog ofwheels 
or tucks in excess of normal performance. or bl inadegJJate traction without b!ldlgg wet soil or cl soil 
displacement in amounts that cause visible increase in tud!ldity of the downstram waters in a receiving 
Class I or D watercourse or lake Soils frozcp to a d11>th sufficient to supoort equipment weight are 
exc!udecl 2) soil moisture conditions op soil-swfaced seasonal roads and landings, in excess of that 
which occurs {rom noana! roa4 watering or li&ht raipfa!! that will result Ip the sigqjfiCl!!t loss of surface 
material (rom the road and lan<liap in amoupts that CIJIR visible increase in tud!idity of the downstram 
Waters in a receiving Cius I or II watercourse or lake 

Screelllng Trees means those trees or snags identified and designated by the RPF in consultation with 
the Department of Fish and Game u oeceasary to protect nest trees of species of special concern from 
the impacts of human activities and n1tural elements. 

Seuonal Road means a road which is planned and constructed u part of a permanent transportation 
facility where: 1) commercial hauling may be discontinued during the winter period, or 2) the landowner 
desires continuation of access for fire control, forest manaaement activities, Christmas tree srowing, or 
for occasional or incidental use for barvestina of minor forect products, or similar activities. These roads 
have a surface adequate for baulin& of forest products in the non-winter periods, and in the extended dry 
periods or bard frozen conditions occurring durin& the winter period; and have drainage structures, if '"' 
any, at watercourse crossing which will accommodate the fi.fty-year flood flow. Some maintenance 
usually is required. 

Seed Tree a thrifty vigorous tree ofcommercial species ofseed beariDi age, with full crown, and free 
from damage caused by timber operations and hazard abataoent which would impair seed productivity. 

Senaldn Spedee mean.a those species designlled by the Board of Forestry pursuant to 14 CCR 
898.2(d). These species are tbe Bald eagle, Golden eagle, Great blue heron, Great egret, Northern 
goshawk, Osprey, Peregrine faloon, California Condor, Great gray owl, Northern spotted owl, and 
Marbled Murrelet. 

Sldeaut means excess eartbe.n material pushed or dumped to or over the side roads or landings. 
Slpliftcant Adnne Impact on the F.nriron.ment means a substantial, or potentially substantial, 
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lldvene chanae in any of the physical conditions within the area affected by the project includina land, 
air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance. An 
economic or social chanae by itself shall not be considered a significant effect on the environment. A 
social or economic chqe related to a physical change may be considered in detenninina whether the 
physical change is aipificant. 

Slcnlftcant Arc:beologlcal orHistorical Site means a location which may contain artifacts, or objects 
about which there is a hijh probability that it meecs one of the followina criteria: 

(a) Contains information needed to answer important scientific research questions. 
(b) Has a special and particular quality such as the oldest of its type or best available example of its 
type. 
(c) Is directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prdlistoric event or person, or 
historic event or person. 
(d) Involves important research questions that historical research has shown can be answered only with 
archeoloaical medlods. 
(e) Has sipificant cultural or reliaious importance to California Indians as determined by the Native 
American Heritaae Commission (NAHC) or local federally recopized tribal aovernments. 

SUriculture is the theory and practice of controllin& the establishment, composition and arowth of 
forests. 

Sllvicultural Methods in PRC Section 4S82(d) is referred to as "ailvicultural systems" for purposes 
of these rqulations. 

Silvicultural System is the planned proaram of forest stand treatments durina the life of a stand. It 
consists of 1 number of intearated steps conducted in lopcal sequence lelldin& to or maintaining 1 forest 
stand of distinctive form for the level of manaaement intensity desired. 

Site Cluslftcatlon see PRC 4S28(d). 
SitePreparation means any activity involvina mechanical disturbance ofsoils or burnlnaofveaetation 

which is performed during or after completion of timber harvestina and is associated with preparation 
of any portion of a loggina area for artificial or natural reaeneration. 

Site Preparation Addendum means an llddendum to a THP which describes proposed site preparation 
areas, site preparation practices, and related measures. 

Site Preparation Ara means any portion of 1 louina area in which site preparation is conducted. 
Sklddlna (see "yarding" in this section). 
Slash see PRC 4S2S.7. 
Slide Aral are areas indicated by the followina characteristics: 

1. Shallow-seated Landslide. An area where surface material (unconsolidated rock colluvium, and soil) 
bas moved downslope aloq a relatively steep, shallow failure surface. The failure surface is aenerally 
areater than 6S'5 in steepneu and less than S feet in depth. It is usually characterized by: 1) a scarp 
at the top; 2) a concave sear below the scari>, where surface material has been removed; and sometimes 
3) a convex area at the bottom where slide material is deposited. Vqetation is usually disturbed (tilted 
trees), 1110malous (yoUDger, evenaaed stand), or absent (bare soil). Minor bank slumps are excluded 
from this definition. 
2. Deep-seated Landslide. An area where landalide material has moved downslope either as relatively 
cohesive mass (rotational &!ides and translational block &!ides) or as an irreauJar, hummocky mass 
(eartbtlow). The failure surface is aenerally deeper than five feet and is usually well-exposed at the 
held scarp. Complex failures with rotational movement at the belld and translational movement or 
eartbtlows downslope are common. Vegetation on rotational and transitional &!ides is relatively 
undisturbed, althoujh trees and shrubs may be pistol-butted or tilted. Deep-seated landslides may have 
intermediate tension cracks, scarps, and shallow slides superimposed tbroujhout the slide mass. Deep­
seated landslide risk is usually associated with cohesive soils. 

Small Group means groups of trees in areas up to 21h acres. 

Snag means a standing dead tree or a standing section thereof, regardless of species. 
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Special Treatment Areas are specific locations which contain one or more of the following significant 
resource features which may be at risk during timber operations: 

a. Within 200 feet of the watercourse transition line of federal or state designated wild and scenic 
rivers; 
b. Within 200 feet of national, state, regional, county or municipal park boundaries; 
c. Key habitat areas of fedenl or state designated threatened, rare or endangered species; 
d. Coastal Commission special treatment areas; 
e. Within 200 feet of state designated scenic hipways or within scenic corridors established pursuant 
to Article 2.5 (commencing with Section 260) of Chapter 2 of Division 1 and Section 154 of Chap. 1 
of Div. 1 of the Streets and HiJliways Code. 

Species means a native species or subspecies of animal or plant in California. 
Specific Forest means the area delineated under a Timber Manaaement Plan. 
Spotted Owl Resource Plan means a plan that demonstrates an approach to preventing a taking of 

the northern spotted owl while conducting timber harvest op«ations. A Spotted Owl Resource Plan 
necessarily involves more than one timber harvest plan area. 

Stand Vigor is a measure of stand health. A measure of aood stand vigor is an exhibition of 
characteristics which include large live crowns or leaf surface area, high needle retention, pointed tops, 
crown dominance relative to other trees in the same age or size class, and disease-free. 

Stream see PRC 4528(f). 
Stocking see PRC 4528(c). 
Suppressed trees are those which have their crowns in the lower layers of the canopy. They receive 

virtually no direct sunlight, and they are generally growing very slowly. 
Surface Cover means the cover of litter, downed woody material (including slash, living vegetation 

in contact with the ground, and loose rocks (excluding rock outcrops) that resist erosion by raindrop 
impact and surface flow. 

Sustained Yield means the yield of commercial wood that an area of commercial timberland can 
produce continuously at a given intensity of management consistent with required environmental 
protection and which is professionally planned to achieve over time a balance between growth and 
removal. 

Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, collect or to attempt to 
qage in any such conduct with regard to a federally listed wildlife species. 

Tflllporary Road means a road that is to be used only during the timber operation. These roads have 
a surface adequate for seasonal logging use and have drainage structures, if any, adequate to carry the 
anticipated flow of water during the period of use. 

11IP means Timber Harvestina Plan as described in PRC 4582. 
1\pt-Unina means to move rigging from one tailblock: location to another and tightening the main 

line to pull the cable to the new position. 
1\mberland see PRC 4526. 
1\mber Falling Umltadon the term used when special falling techniques and falling practices are 

required for the protection of water quality and beneficial uses, and/or other forest resources. 
Thnber Operadons see PRC 4527. 
Timber Operator see PRC 4526.5. 
Timber Owner see PRC 4527.5. 
To Plan means examination of feasible alternatives, field review of alternatives, and reflection of this 

examination and field review in choice of road or landina locations, and other factors, together with 
associated mitigation measures in the harvest plan. · 

Tractor Operations means any activity which is associated with timber operations and is performed 
by tractors or sk:idders. 

Tractor Roads means constructed trails or established paths used by tractors or other ve.hicles for 
skidding logs. Also known as "skid trails". 
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Tractor Yardlnc means that system of skidding (transporting) logs by a self-propelled vehicle, 
generally by dragging the logs with a grapple or chokers. 

Type A Owl Habitat means timber stands that have as a minimum the following characteristics for 
live-tree structure: 

1. Canopy layers: The stand has two distinct tiers or is multi-layered with dominant conifers greater 
than 120 ft. tall (trees greater than 90 ft. tall on poor sites, less than site m, and for some montane tree 
species). Conifers or hardwoods dominate the canopy layers less than 120 ft. tall. 
2. Canopy Closure: The canopy closure of conifers greater than 120 ft. tall (or greater than 90 ft. tall 
on poor sites, less than site m, and for some montane tree species) averages ireater than 40~ and not 
less than 20~. The total canopy closure for all trees, conifers or hardwoods, is greater than (i()~. 
3. Large Trees: The density of conifers greater than 35 in. d.b.h. averages more than nine stems per 
acre and not less than six stems per acre and includes a component oftrees with sparse, broken, or dead 
tops. 
4. Medium Trees: The density of conifers or hardwoods 18 to 35 in. d.b.h. averages more than 15 
stems per acre and not less than 8 stems per acre. 
5. Small Trees: The density of conifers or hardwoods less than 18 in. d.b.h. averages more than SO 
stems per acre and not less than 20 stems per acre. 

Type B Owl Habitat means timber stands that have as a minimum the following characteristics for 
live-tree structure: 

1. Canopy Layers: Moderately to strongly two-tiered or multi-layered with dominant conifers ireater 
than 100 ft. tall (greater than 70 ft. tall on poor sites, less than site m, and for some montane tree 
species). Conifers or hardwoods dominate the canopy layers less than 100 ft. tall. 
2. Canopy Closure: The canopy closure ofconifers ireater than 100 ft. tall (or greater than 70 ft. tall 
on poor sites, less than site m, and for some montane tree species) averages ireater than 40~ and not 
less than 20%. The total closure for all trees, conifers or hardwoods, is greater than (J()%. 
3. Larae Trees: The density of conifers greater than 35 in. d.b.h. averages more than six stems per 
acre and not less than two stems per acre. 
4. Medium Trees: The density of conifers or hardwoods 18 to 35 in. d.b.h. averages more than 2S 
stems per acre and not less than 20 stems per acre. 
5. Small Trees: The density of conifers or hardwoods less than 18 in. d.b.h. averages more than SO 
stems per acre and not less than 20 stems per acre. 

Type C Owl Habitat means timber stands that have as a minimum the following characteristics for 
liv&-tree structure: 

1. Canopy Layers: Uniform to moderately layered with dominant conifers or hardwoods SO to 100 
ft. tall although low numbers of emereent trees ireater than I 00 ft. tall may be present. 
2. Canopy Closure: The canopy closure of conifers or hardwoods SO to 100 ft. tall avuqes greater 
than 40% and not less than 20%. The total canopy closure for all trees, conifers or hardwoods, is 
greater than (j()% . 
3. Large Trees: The density of conifers greater than .35 in. d.b.h. averages less than six stems per acre 
and may be absent. 
4. Medium Trees: The density of conifers or hardwoods 18 to 35 in. d.b.h. averages more than 15 
Stelm per acre, but may be absent. 
5. Small Trees: The density of conifers or hardwoods less than 18 inches d.b.h. averages more than 
l(i() stems per acre and not less than SO stems per acre. The averaae d.b.h. for all trees in the stand, 
includlng small, medium, and large trees is greater than 10 inches. 

Undentory means, aenerally, trees and woody species growing under an overstory. 
UneTenqed Manqemmt means management of a specific forest, with the goal ofestablishing a well 

stocked stand of various age classes and permits the periodic harvest of individual or small groups of 
trees to realize the yield and continually establish a new crop. 

Unique Area means special treatment areas defined in the 14 CCR 895.l, 912, 932, and 952. 
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Umtable Areas are characterized by slide areas or unstable soils or by some or all of the following: 
hummocky topography consisting of rolling bumpy ground, frequent benches, and depressions; short 
irregular surface drainages begin and end on the slope; tension cracks and head wall scarps indicating 
slumping are visible; slopes are irregular and may be slightly concave in upper half and convex in lower 
half as a result of previous slope failure; there may be evidence of impaired ground water movement 
resulting in local wnes of saturation within the soil mass which is indicated at the surface by sag ponds 
with standing water, springs, or patches of wet ground. Some or all of the following may be present: 
hydrophytic (wet site) vegetation prevalent; leaning, jackstrawed or split trees are common; pistol-butted 
trees with excessive sweep may occur in areas ofhummocky topography (note: leaning and pistol butted 
trees should be used as indicators of slope failure only in the presence of other indicators). 

Umtable Soils may be indicated by the following characteristics: 
1. Unconsolidated, non-cohesive soils (coarser textured than Loam, as defined in Appendix I.A.la of 
Board of Forestry Technical Rule Addendum No. 1, dated Decembu 15, 1981) and colluvial debris 
including sands and gravels, rock fragments, or weathered granitics. Such soils are usually associated 
with a risk of shallow-seated landslides on slopes of65 %or more, having non-cohesive soils less than 
5 ft. deep in an area where precipitation exceeds 4 in. in 24 hours in a 5-year recurrence interval. 
2. Soils that increase and decrease in volume as moisture content changes. During dry weather, these 
materials become hard and rock-lite exhibiting a network of polygonal shrinkage cracks and a blocky 
structure resulting from desiccation. Some cracks may be greater then 5 feet in depth. These materials 
when wet are very sticky, dingy, shiny, and easily molded. 

Various Age Classes means a stand with at least three distinct layers of tree crowns (size classes). 
Vegetation Protection the term used when special measures are required to prevent damage to 

vegetation for the protection of water quality, the beneficial uses of water, and/or other forest resources. 
Waterbreak means a ditch, dike, or dip, or a combination thereof, constructed diagonally across 

logging roads, tractor roads and firebreaks so that water flow is effectively diverted therefrom. 
Waterbreats are synonymous with waterbars. 

Watercourse means any well-defined channel with distinguishable bed and bank showing evidence 
of having contained flowing water indicated by deposit of rock, sand, gravel, or soil, including but not 
limited to, streams as defined. in PRC 4528(f). Watercourse also includes manmade watercourses. 

Watercourse and Lake Protection Zone (WLPZ) means a strip of land, along both sides of a 
watercourse or around the circumference of a late or spring, where additional practices may be required 
for protection of the quality and beneficial uses of water, fish and riparian wildlife habitat, other forest 
resources and for controlling erosion. 

Watercourse Bank means the portion of the channel cross-section that confines the normal high water 
flow. 

Watercourse or Lake Transition Une means that line closest to the watercourse or late where 
riparian vegetation is permanently established. 

While Giving Consideration means the selection of those feasible silvicultural systems, operating 
methods and procedures which substantially lessen significant adverse impact on the environment and 
which best achieve long-term, maximum sustained production of forest products, while protecting soil, 
air, fish and wildlife, and water resources from unreasonable degradation, and which evaluate and mate 
allowance for values relating to range and foraae resources, recreation and aesthetics, and regional 
economic vitality and employment. 

Winter Period means the period between November 15 to April l, except for purposes of installing 
waterbreats and rolling dips in which case the period shall be October 15 to April l. 

Yarcllng means the movement of forest products from the point of felling to a landing. 
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SUBCHAFJ'ER 1 APPUCA110N OF FOREST PRACTICE RUU'S 


Article 1 Introduction 

896 GeNnl 
(a} 'Jbe purpose of the Forest Practice Rules is to implement the provisions of the Z'berg-Nejedly 

Forest Practice Act of 1973 in a manner consistent with other laws, including but not limited to, the 
Timberland Productivity Act of 1982, the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, the 
Porter Cologne Water Quality Act, and the California Endangered Species Act. 'Jbe provisions of these 
rules shall be followed by Registered Professional Foresters (RPFs) in preparing Timber Harvesting 
Plans, and by the Director in reviewing such plans to achieve the policies described in Sections 4512, 
4513, of the Act, 21000, 21001, and 21002 of the Public Resources Code (PRC), and Sections 51101, 
51102 and 51115.1 of the Government Code. 

It is the Board's inte.nt that no THP sbal1 be approved which fails to adopt feasible mitigation measures 
or alternatives from the range ofmeasures set out or provided for in these rules which would substantially 
lessen or avoid significant adverse impacts which the activity may have on the environment. The THP 
process substitutes for the EIR process under CEQA because the timber harvesting regulatory program 
has been certified pursuant to PRC Section 21080.5. In recognition ofthat certification and PRC Section 
4582. 75, these rules are intended to provide the exclusive criteria for reviewing THPs. If the Director 
believes that there are significant adverse environmental impacts not covered in existing rules, matters 
should be referred to the Board as otherwise specified in these rules. 

(b} 'Jbe provisions of this subchapter shall be applied in all forest districts. 

897 lmplementatlon or Act Intent 
(a) Persons who prepare plans shall consider the ranie of feasible silvicultural system, operating 

methods and procedures provided in these rules in seekin& to avoid or substantially lessen significant 
adverse effects on the environment from timber harvesting. RPFs shall use these rules for pidance as 
to which are the most appropriate feasible silvicultural systems, operating methods and procedures which 
will carry out the intent of the Act. 

While giving consideration to measures proposed to reduce or avoid significant adverse impacts of THPs 
on lands zoned TPZ, the RPF and Director shall include the following legal consideration regarding 
feasibility: 

The Timberland Productivity Act restricts use of lands zoned Timberland Production Zone to growing 
and harvesting timber and compatible uses and establishes a presumption that timber harvesting is 
expected to and will occur on such lands. 
(b} In detumining whether a THP conforms to the inte.nt of the Act, the Director shall be pided by 

the following principles: 
(1) 'Jbe goal of forest management on a specific ownership shall be the production or maintenance 

of forests which are healthy and naturally diverse, with a mixture of trees and under-story plants, in 
which trees are grown primarily for the production of high quality timber products and which meet the 
following objectives: 

(A) Achieve a balance between growth and harvest over time consistent with the harvesting 
methods within the rules of the Board. 

(B) Maintain functional wildlife habitat in sufficient condition for continued use by the existing 
wildlife community within the planning watershed. 

(C} Retain or recruit late and diverse seral stage habitat components for wildlife concentrated in 
the watercourse and lake zones and as appropriate to provide for functional coMectivity between habitats. 

(D) Maintain growing stock, genetic diversity, and soil productivity. 
(2) Individual THPs shall be considered in the context of the larger forest and planning watershed 

in which they are located, so that biological diversity and watershed integrity are maintained within larger 
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planning units and adverse cumulative impacts, Including implda on the quality and beneficial uses of 
water are reduced. 

(3) While the responsibility for implementation of the Act and rules belongs to the Director and the 
Department, RPFs who prepare TilPs have the responsibility to provide the Director with information 
about the plan and resource areas and the nature and purpose of the operations proposed which is 
sufficiently clear and detailed to pennit the Director to exercise the discretion and make the 
determinations required by the Act and rules. 

(c) The Director shall use the standards provided In these rules when reviewing plans to determine if 
they conform to the rules and reauiations of the Board and the provisions of the Act. In specific 
circumstances provided in these rules, the Director shall disapprove plans because they conflict with the 
intent of the Act as interpreted by the Board. 

(d) Due to the variety of individual circumstances oftimber harvesting in California and the subsequent 
inability to adopt site-specific standards and regulations, these rules use judgmental terms in describing 
the standards that will apply In certain situations. By necessity, the forester (RPF) shall exercise 
professional judgment in applying these judgmental terms and in determining which ofa range of feasible 
(see definition 14 CCR 895. l) silvicultural systems, operating methods and procedures contained in the 
rules shall be proposed in the plan to substantially lessen significant adverse impacts in the environment 
from timber harvesting. The Director also shall exercise professional judgment in applying these 
judgmental terms in determining whether a particular plan complies with the rules adopted by the Board 
and, accordingly, whether he or she should approve or disapprove a plan. The Director shall use these 
rules to identify the nature of and the limits to the professional judgment to be exercised by him or her 
in administering these rules. 

(e) Based upon site-specific conditions where, in the judgment of the RPF, the application of rules 
pertaining to how a timber operation will be conducted will not achieve the intent of the Act and rules, 
and where the RPF can describe a practice(s) which will meet or exceed the intent of the Act and rules, 
the RPF may prescribe an alternative practice(s) in lieu of those in the rules. The practice(s) shall: 

(1) Be explained and justified by clear and convincing evidence in the plan: 
(2) Be written so they provide clear instructions and enforceable standards for the timber operator; 

and 
(3) Provide a result(s) at least equal to that of the rule(s) to be supplanted; 
(4) Provide that, where appropriate for the alternative practice, the plan submitter is responsible 

for retaining an RPF to aid in interpreting the THP to the timber operator and timberland owner on a 
continuing basis to help to assure compliance with the alternative. 

(f) No alternative practice(s) as described in this section may be prescribed by an RPF or approved by 
the Director under this section in lieu of the following rules: 

(1) The rules contained in Subchapter 2 (Application of Forest Practice Rules); Article 2 
(Definitions, Ratinp, and Standards) and Article 11 (Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas) of 
Subcbapter 4 (Coast Forest District Rules); Article 2 (Definitions, Ratings, and Standards) ofSubcbapter 
S (Northern Forest District Rules); Article 2 (Definitions, Ratings, and Standards) and Article 11 (Coastal 
Commission Special Treatment Areas) of Subcbapter 6 (Southern Forest District Rules); and Subcbapter 
7 (Administration) of Chapter 4, Division 1.5 of the California Administrative Code; or 

(2) Any rule pertaining to the width of the special treatment area adjacent to a wild and scenic 
river declared pursuant to PRC 5093.SO, et seq.; or 

(3) Any rules or parts of rules that incorporate practices or standards specified in the Forest 
Practice Act. 

(g) No alternative practice as described in this section can be used in counties which have bad rules 
adopted under section 4516.S of the Public Resources Code unless it is specifically adopted for the 
county. 

(h) The Director shall not accept for inclusion in a THP any alternative practice as described in this 
section where two or more agencies listed in 4582.6 of the PRC and 14 CCR 1037.3 have submitted 
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written comments which lead the Director to the conclusion that the proposed alternative will not meet 
the intent of the Act and rules, and the agencies panlcipated in the review of the plan, including any on­
the-ground inspection. 

Article 2 Preparation and Review or Timber Harnstina Plans 

898 Feaslblllty Alternatives 
After considering the rules of the Board and any mitigation measures proposed in the plan, the forester 

(RPF) shall indicate whether the operation would have any significant adverse impact on the environment. 
On TPZ lands, the harvesting per se of trees shall not be presumed to have a significant adverse impact 
on the environment. If the forester indicates that significant adverse impacts will occur, the forester shall 
explain in the plan why any alternatives or additional mitigation measures that would significantly reduce 
the impact are not feasible. 

Cumulative impacts shall be assessed based upon the methodology described in Board Technical Rule 
Addendum Number 2, Forest Practice Cumulative Impacts Assessment Process and shall be guided by 
standards of practicality and reasonableness. The RPF's and plan submitter's duties under this section 
shall be limited to closely related past, present and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects within 
the same ownership and to matters of public record. The Director shall supplement the information 
provided by the RPF and the plan submitter when necessary to insure that all relevant information is 
considered. 

898.1 Review or Plan by Director 
The Director shall review plans to determine if they are in conformance with the provisions of PRC 

4582. 75 which requires that rules adopted by the Board shall be the only criteria employed by the 
Director in reviewing plans pursuant to PRC 4582.7. 

(a) In reviewing plans, the Director shall apply all applicable rules promulgated by the Board. 
(b) When in doubt as to the feasible alternative which best carries out the intent of the Act, the 

Director shall seek the advice ofother state agencies charged with protecting the public interest in forest­
related resour<:$. 

(c) In reviewing plans, the Director shall disapprove all plans which: 
(1) Do not incorporate feasible silvicultural systems, operating methods and procedures that will 

substantially lessen significant adverse impacts on the environment. 
(2) Would not meet the requirements of individual rules which provide a range of feasible 

alternatives through which to carry out the intent of the Act. 
(3) Meet the special conditions for disapproval set by the Board in 14 CCR 898.2. 

(cl) If the Director, before the public comment period bas ended finds that a plan cannot be am>roved 
wi!hout a cbange in the conduct of timber operations. the Director shall, consistent with the rules and 
procedures adopted by the Board, communicate with the preparer ofthe plan, explain JD): probable causes 
for disapproval and suggest possible mitigation measures. The preparer of the plan shall then have the 
opportunity to respond to !he Director and provide .ppropriate mitigation measures prior to !he end of 
the public comment period. ADY siKJ!ificant changes <as described in 1Q36(b) excel)t as covered in 1040 
in !he conduct of a timber operation made between !he close of public comment and the date of tbe 
Director's decision will reauire returning the plan to !he reyjew team and reopening !he public comment 
period for ten workjpg days. Public members who Participated in the review of!he plan will be notified 
of !he significant cbauges in !he conduct of the timber oneration and the reopening of !he commept 
w.i2!I.. 

(e) If the Director disapproves a plan, the Director shall, consistent with the rules and procedures 
adopted by the Board, provide to the preparer of the plan written reasons for disapproval. 

(f) If the Director finds no feasible, less-damaging alternatives that conform with the rules, the Director 
shall approve such plan unless approval threatens to cause immediate, significant, and long-tenn harm 
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to the natural resources of the state. In the event of such a threat, the Director shall withhold decision 
on the plan and shall follow procedures developed by the Board pursuant to PRC 4SSS. 

(&) If the Director determines that: 1) all feasible mitigation measures or altenWives which are 
available to subsUntially reduce or avoid any siioificant adverse impacts of a THP have been selected; 
l) significant adverse impacts remain; 3) the plan otherwise complies with the rules of the Board; and 
4) an emergency situation does not exist under PRC Section 4SSS, the Director shall not approve the plan 
unless the Director also determines that the benefits of the THP outweigh any siioificant, unavoidable 
adverse impacts. If the Director makes such a determination and approves the THP, the Notice of 
Conformance shall include an explanation of the basis for findiog that the conditions 1-3 herein are met 
and for determining that the TH.P's benefits outweigh any unavoidable significant adverse impacts. In 
making such a determination for THPs on lands zoned TPZ the Director shall give consideration to the 
Legislature's objectives in enacting the Timberland Productivity Act of 1982 ("TPA")and the objectives 
of the FPA including sustained forest productivity. lbe TPA-associated benefits to be weighed aaainst 
any significant avoidable adverse impacts shall include, but not be limited to: 

(1) Ensuring consistency with the restriction of the use of TPZ lands to growing and harvesting 
timber and compatible uses; 

(2) Making cumulative progress toward: (a) realizing the productive potential of the forest 
resources of the state and (b) providing a favorable climate for long-term investment in forest resources, 
thereby discourqing the premature and unnecessary convmion of timberland to urban and other uses; 
and 

(3) Ensuring consistency with the Legislature's declaration that timber operations may reasonably 
be expected to and will occur on lands zoned TPZ. 

(h) In determining whether the public benefits ofthe THP outweigh any unavoidable significant adverse 
impacts pursuant to (g) above, the Director may request information as needed to evaluate potential job 
loss, negative economic impacts on the community, business closings, loss of property by owners, 
probable conversion to other uses, estate taxes and other factors as appropriate. 

898.l Special Conditions Requiring Disappronl or Plans 
lbe Director shall disapprove a plan as not conforming to the rules of the Board if any one of the 

following conditions exist: 
(a) Boundaries of the area to be harvested are not clearly delineated in the plan. 
(b) Public acquisition of the parcel for purposes which would be impaired by timber harvesting, is 

legislatively authorized, funded and imminent, 
(c) There is evidence that the information contained in the plan is incorrect, incomplete or misleading 

in a material way, or is Insufficient to evaluate significant environmental effects. lbe sufficiency of the 
information provided in a THP to evaluate significant environmental effects shall be judaed in lipt of 
what ii reasonable and necessary. 

(d) Implementation of the plan IS proposed would result in either a "takina" or finding ofjeopardy of 
wildlife species listed IS rare, threatened or eodanaered, by the Fish and Game Commission or Flab and 
Wildlife Service, or would cause 1iioificant, Iona-tam damaae to listed species. 

(e) Implementation of the plan would irreparably damaae plant species listed IS rare or eodanaered by 
the Department of Flab and Game and when the timber owner fails to comply with F&GC 1913. 

(f) Implementation of the plan IS proposed would result in the takiq of an individual Northern Spotted 
Owl prohibited by the Federal Endanaered Species Act. 

(&) Implementation of the plan IS proposed would not achieve maximum sustained productio.n of high 
quality timber products as provided for by the rules of the Board, and by the intent of the Act. 
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Article 3 PRC 4!55, Rule Review Procedures 

900 Intent 
Regulations set forth in this article are adopted pursuant to Legislative direction set forth in PRC 4SS2 

and 4SSS and to provide a hearing procedure as mandated in PRC 4SSS. 

901 Timber Harvesting Plan Decision Delay 
The Director shall delay making a decision to approve or disapprove a plan which has been filed only 

ifhe or she finds that it could result in immediate, significant and long-term harm to the natural resources 
of the state. In relation to ascertaining harm to the natural resources of the state, the words immediate, 
significant and long-term shall be construed to mean: 

(a) "Immediate"- a period of time from the present to some future date that shall not be later than the 
end of the third timber harvest season following commencement of timber operations under a proposed 
plan. 

(b) "Significant"- harm or damage which is substantial and threatens the use offorest-related benefits 
(i.e., other beneficial uses of the air, water, soil, fish or wildlife resources). 

(c) "Long-term·- barm or damage that is of such a nature and of lasting duration whicb cannot be 
corrected within 3 timber harvest seasons following commencement oftimber operations under aproposed 
plan. 

902 Director's Notice to Board 
If the Director determines that a substantial question concerning the intent of the Act is not currently 

provided for by the rules of the Board, and that approval of a plan which has been filed could result in 
immediate, significant and long-term harm to the natural resources of the State, the Director shall within 
S days after making such determination, notify the Board and the person who submitted the plan in 
writing ofhis or her determination. Written notice to the Board shall: 

(a) State that the Director is seeking an emergency determination by the Board pursuant to PRC 4SSS. 
(b) Outline the substantial question concerning intent of the Act that is not currently provided for by 

the rules. 
(c) Identify any particular rule or rules which may be in question with respect to the intent of the Act. 
(d) Identify any other provisions of law which apply to the Director's decision to delay. 

902.1 Board Action 
Within 30 days after receipt of written notice from the Director that he or she had delayed making a 

decision to approve or disapprove a plan pursuant to PRC 4SSS, and 14 CCR 901, the Board will hold 
a public hearing on the issue raised by the Director in said notice. Thereafter the Board may adopt 
emergency regulations in the manner provided by the Administrative Procedure Act (commencing with 
Gov. C. 11420) and shall conform to specifications enumerated in 14 CCR 902.2, 902.3, 903 and 903.1. 

902.2 Notice Content 
The Notice of Public Hearing on issues raised pursuant to provisions of PRC 4SSS shall contain 

substantially the same information as provided to the Board pursuant to 14 CCR 902. 

902.3 Notice Distribution 
Notice of public hearing on issues raised by the Director pursuant to provisions of PRC 4SSS shall be 

given at least lS days prior to said hearing and be distributed as follows by: 
(a) Mailing such notice to concerned federal, state and local agencies of government; 
(b) Providing for mailing to timber owners, operators, and foresters (RPFs), who have plans held in 

abeyance by the Director pending action by the Board under PRC 4SSS. 
(c) Providing for dissemination to the agenda mailing list of the Board and other parties as may be 

17 



CALIFORNIA FORFSJ' PRACTICE RULES 

determined to be appropriate by the Executive Officer to provide full public panicipation in the bearing. 

903 Order or Procedure 
Ordinarily the order of procedure for such bearin& before the Board shall be as follows: 
(a) Presentation of the issues by Director. The presentation must include, but need not be limited to, 

the following: 
(1) Summary of the issues raised and the Nies that pertain theteto; 
(2) Intent of the chaptec not provided for in the Nies of the Board; 
(3) Specification ofproposed emeraency regulations that the Director believes if adopted would carry 

out the intent of the Act. 
(b) Opportunity for public comment. 
(c) Not withstanding the above, the Chairperson may, in bis or her discretion, determine the order of 

the proceedings. The Chairperson may impose reMOnable time limits on statements and presentations. 
The public bearing shall be recorded either electronically or by other means. When completed and 
approved, the minutes of the hearine will be available for public inspection at the Board's office in 
Sacramento. 

903.1 Content of Discussion and PH,Judlce or Appal 
In considering the need for possible emergency regulations, as well as the emergency regulations 

tht.m.Selves, the Board normally will consider all relevant information. However, to avoid prejudicing 
future appeals on individual plans, the proceeding shall be addressed solely to the generic issue(s) 
presented by the Director. 

903.2 Board Action 
Immediately after public comments the Board shall determine whether or not the intent of the Act bas 

been provided for in the Nies effective at the time the Director's determination was made. If the Board 
finds the existine Nies are adequate, it shall adopt a finding so statina. 

If the Board finds that the intent of the Act has not been provided for in such Nies, the Board shall 
comply with the provisions of PRC 4SSS and immediltely amend the Nies to provide for such intent by 
adopting emergency regulations pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act (commencing with Gov. 
C. 11371). The Board shall advise the Director by letter of the action taken and provide a copy of the 
emergency regulations indicating that they will become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

In either case, the Director shall act within S days after receipt of said letter on plans being held in 
abeyance pendin& Board consideration. 

SUBCHAPJ'ER 3 FORFSJ' DISI'RICT BOUNDARIES 

Article 1 Districts 

906 Fonst Districts 
To meet the requirements of Chapter 8, Article 3 (commencing with, Section 4531), Public Resources 

Code, and to designate areas for appropriate special forest practice Nies, the nonfederally owned 
commercial forest areas of the state are divided into three districts which are designated as Coast Forest 
District, Northern Forest District, and Southern Forest District. Each district is comprised oftimberlands 
and cutover lands within the boundaries as set forth in this article. 

907 Coast Fonst District 
The Coast Forest District is comprised of the area bounded on the north by the State of Oregon, on the 

west by the Pacific Ocean, and on the south and east by a line declared and fixed as follows: 
Beginning at the southwest comer of Santa Cruz County and running eastward along the southern 
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boundaries of Santll Cruz and Santa Clara Counties to U.S. Highway 101; thence northerly along U.S. 
Highway 101 to Interstate Highway 680; thence northerly along Interstate Highway 680 to Interstate 
Highway 80; thence southerly along Interstate Highway 80 to State Highway 29 between Vallejo and 
the Carquinez Bridge; thence northerly along State Highway 29 to State Highway 128 at Rutherford; 
thence northerly along coinciding State Highways 29 and 128 to the junction of State Highways 29 and 
128 at Calistoga; thence northwesterly along State Highway 128 to U.S. Highway 101; thence northerly 
along U.S. Highway 101 to the Covelo Road (State Highway 162, formerly designated 261); thence 
northeasterly along the Covelo Road to Mina Road (Mendocino County Road 336) just north of Covelo; 
thence northerly from Mendocino County into Trinity County along Mina Road, where it continues as 
Lake Mountain Road (Trinity County Road 503); continuing along Lake Mountain Road northwesterly 
through Kettenpom to the Ruth-Zenia Road (Trinity County Road S02) just southeast of Zenia, thence 
easterly and northerly along the Ruth-Zenia Road to the Van Duzen Road (Trinity County Road 51 I) 
at the Van Duzen River on the northwest side ofHettensbaw Valley; thence along the Van Duzen Road, 
following along a fork of the Van Duzen River and the main Van Duzen River northwesterly and 
northerly to State Highway 36, thence southeasterly along State Highway 36 to the South Fork of the 
Trinity River, thence northerly along the South Fork of the Trinity River and the main Trinity River 
to the Klamath River, thence northeasterly, then northerly along the Klamath River to the mouth of 
Indian Creek; thence northerly along Indian Creek to the crossing of State Highway 96; thence 
northeasterly along State Highway 96 to the Indian Creek Road (Siskiyou County Road 7C01); thence 
northwesterly along the Indian Creek Road following along Indian Creek to the crossing ofIndian Creek 
in the south half of Section 25, Township 18N, Range 6E, HB&M, from whence the Indian Creek 
County Road continues as the U.S. Forest Service Grayback Road (U.S. Forest Service Road 40S07); 
continuing northwesterly along the Forest Service Grayback Road over the divide at the bead of Indian 
Creek to the State of Oregon in Section 32, Township 19N, Range 6E, HB&M. 

907.1 Southern Subdistrict ot the Cout Forat District 
The "Southern Subdistrict" of the Coast Forest District is comprised of the timberlands in the Counties 

of Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, San Mateo, San Francisco and Marin situated within the boundaries of the 
Coast Forest District. 

908 Northern Forest District 
The Northern Forest District is comprised of the area bounded on the north by the State of Oregon, on 

the east by the State of Nevada, on the west by the Coast Forest District, and on the south by a line 
declared and fixed as follows: 

Beginning at the point where Interstate Highway 680 crosses the combined San Joaquin-Sacramento 
Rivers at the Benicia Bridge; thence easterly along the channel to the mouth of the Sacramento River; 
thence easterly and northerly along the Sacramento River to the Sacramento-Sutter County line; thence 
easterly along said county line to the Sacramento-Placer County line; thence easterly along said county 
line to the Placer-El Dorado County line; thence northerly and easterly along said county line to the 
intersection with the Lake Tahoe Basin crestline; thence northerly and then easterly along said crestline 
to its intersection with the west boundary of Section 10; thence north along the west boundary of 
Section 10 and Section 3 to the northwest comer of Section 3; thence east along the north boundary of 
Section 3 and Section 2 to the Lake Tahoe Basin crestline, all Sections being in Township lSN, Range 
16E, MDB&M; thence northerly and easterly along said crestline to the State of Nevada. 

909 Southern Forest District 
The Southern Forest District is comprised of the area bounded on the north by the Northern Forest 

District, on the west by the Coast Forest District and the Pacific Ocean south of Santa Cruz County, on 
the east by the States of Nevada and Arizona, and on the south by Mexico. 
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909.1 Hl&h Use Subcllstrid 
The "Hi&b Use Subdistrict" of the Southern Forest District includes the Counties of Ventura, Santa 

Barbara, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Orange, Riverside, Imperial, San Diego, Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo, and those portions of Placer and El Dorado lyin& within the authority of the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency. In this subdistrict, the growin& of commercial timber is subjected to pressures for 
competing land uses, such as recreation, water, and urbanhation. 

SUBCHAPTERS 4, 5 A: 6 FOllFSI' DISl'RICT RUL~ 

Article 1 Introduction 

911, 931, 951 Statement of Purpose [All Diltrida] 
The purpose of these rules is to establish district forest practice rules and to establish standards in 

accordance with the policies set forth in Articles 1 and 4 of the Z'Berg-Nejedly FPA of 1973 (Sections 
4511-4517 and 4551-4555 incl. of the PRC). Rules promulgated herein apply only to timberlands. 

Article 2 Dellnltlons, Ratlnp and Standards 

9U Dellnltlons [Coast] 
In these rules the definitions set forth in or referenced in Subcbapter 1 (14 CCR 895.1) shall apply. 

In addition the definitions set forth in this section are unique to the Coast Forest District and only apply 
in this Subcllapter. 

Coastal Commlalon Spedal Tratmmt Ana: An identifiable and geoiraphically bounded forest area 
designated within the Coutal Zone that constitutes a significant wildlife and/or plant habitat area, area 
of special scenic significance, and any land where timber opetations could adversely affect public 
recreation areas or the biological productivity of any wetland, estuary, or stream especially valuable 
because of its role in a coutal ecosystem'. •1 (Ref. : Sec. 31118.5, PRC) 

Co-dominant: Trees with crowns forming the general level of the crown cover and receiving full li&bt 
from above, but comparatively little from the sides; usually with medium sized crowns more or less 
crowded on the sides (ref. "TerminoloJY of Forest Science, Technology Practice and Products• . Edited 
by C.F. Ford-Robertaon, Multilingual Forestry Terminology Series No. 1, Society of American 
Foresters, 1971.). 

Commercial Species: lbose species found in iroup A and those in ifOUP B that are found on lands 
where the species in Group A are now powing naturally or have grown naturally in the recorded past. 
Group A: 

--Coast Redwood (Sequoia 1empervirou) -Inceme Cedar (LlbowJnu decurreru) 
-Douctas Fir (Pselldotsuga menzlesll) ·Port Orford Cedar (~cyparl.s IOWJO/Uana) 
-OrlDd Fir (Ables grandis) -California Red Fir (Ables magn{fica) 
-Western Hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) -Wblte Fir (Ables concolor) 
-Western Redc:edar (11uf/a pllcata) -Jeffrey Pine (Pbuu Jeffrey() 
-Bishop Pine (PtllllS nuutcata) ·Ponderosa Pine (Pbuu ponderosa) 
-Monterey Pine (PtllllS radlata) -SUaar Pine (Pbuu lamberrtana) 
-Sitka Spruce (Pl«a 11lchensls) -Western Wb.ite Pine (Pbuu monlioola) 

IAll CoutaJ Commiuion mpecial Tl'Mlmml A.- - adopted by tbe Coutal Commiuion OD July s, 
1977, llld they include ..venl mpecially identified-, bufm ZDDe1 adj11Ceat to dcmpaledhiahwaya within Coutal 
Scenic View Corridan, llld buffer :woe adjllCelll to publicly owned sn-vee llld recreation areu. Mape or 
dcmpatioa.1 of CoutaJ Commillion Special Treatment A.- are on file in I>ei>utn-t offices in the c.out Foreet 
Diatrict. 
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Group B: 
-Tanoak (Lllhocarpus denstflorus) -Golden Chinkapin (Ca.stanopsl.s chrysophylla) 
-Red Alder (Alnus rubra) -Pepperwood (Umbellularla californica) 
-White Alder (Alnus rhombifolla) -Oregon White Oak (~rcru Garryana) 
-Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus species) -California Black Oak (Quercru ulloggli) 
-Pacific Madrone (Arbutus PMnzle.sli) 
Concentration: An accumulation of slash, limbs, tops, slabs or other logging debris that exceeds 30 

inches (76.2 cm) in height above the ground and covers more than 100 square feet (9.29 m/sq) of surface 
area except that individual logs not associated with other logging debris which exceed these dimensions 
shall not be considered a concentration of slash or loaging debris. 

Cuttln& method: Silvicultural method within the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District. 
Dominant: Trees with crowns extending above the 1eneral level of the crown cover and receiving full 

light from above and partly from the sides; crowns well developed but possible somewhat crowded on 
the sides. 

:Erosion Hazard Ratiq: The rating derived from the procedure specified in 14 CCR 912.S designed 
to evaluate the susceptibility of the soil within a given location to erosion. 

Fire Protection Zone: That portion of the logging area within 100 feet (30.48 m) as measured along 
the surface of the ground, from the edge of the traveled surface of all public roads and railroads; and 
within 200 feet (60.96 m) as measured along the surface of the ground, from permanently located 
structures currently maintained for human habitation. 

Lake: A permanent natural body of water of any size, or an artificially impounded body of water 
having a surface area of at least one acre (.405 ha), isolated from the sea, and having an area of open 
water of sufficient depth and permanency to prevent complete coverage by rooted aquatic plants. 

Louin& Area: That area on which timber operations are being conducted as shown on the map 
accompanying the Timber Harvesting Plan, and within 100 feet (30.48 m) as measured on the surface 
of the ground, from the edge of the traveled surface of appurtenant roads owned or controlled by the 
timber operator or timber owner, and being used during the harvesting of the particular area. 

Lopplq: Severing and spreading of slash so that no part of it remains more than 30 inches (76.2 cm) 
above the ground. 

Seed Tree: A thrifty vigorous tree of commercial species showing evidence of seed bearing, with full 
crown, and free from damage caused by timber operations and hazard abatement which would impair seed 
productivity. 

Skiddin& or Yardin&: That movement of forest products from the point of felling to a landing. 
Skid trails: See definition 1iven for "Tractor roads". 
Stockin& Standards: The resource conservation standards established in 14 CCR 912.7 defining 

minimum acceptable stocking of an area with commercial tree species (Ref. 14 CCR 912) after the 
harvesting of timber therefrom. 

Southern Subdistrict: See 14 CCR 907.1. 
Stream and Lake Protection Zone: A strip of soil and vegetation along both sides of a stream or 

around the circumference of a lake defined as follows: 100 feet (30.48 m) as measured along the surface 
of the ground from the stream and lake transition line of any stream or lake which supports and is used 
by trout or llllldromous fish at any time of the year, and downstream therefrom; and within SO feet 
(lS.24 m) as measured alone the aurface of the ground from the stream or lake transition line of any 
other streams or lakes u defined in •Stream• (14 CCR 895.1) or "Lake• in this section except that the 
above definition may be modified as it pertains to a particular plan when the forester (RPF) and the 
Director 11ifee, after on-the-ground inspection, if requested by either party, to either increase or decrease 
the above distances not to exceed SO%, based on soil, slope, or climatic factors necessary to protect soil, 
water, or fish and wildlife resources. Such changes will be designated on the plan. 

Tractor roads: Constructed trails or established paths used by tractors or other vehicles for skidding 
lo1s in going to and from landings. 
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Waterbreak: A ditch, dike, or dip, or a combination thereof, constructed across tractor roads, skid 
trails, firebreaks and roads diqonally, so that water flow is effectively diverted therefrom. 

Wet meadows and other wet areas: Those nalural areas except cut.over timberland which are moist 
on the surface throughout most of the year and suppon aquatic veaetation, grasses and forbs as their 
principal vegetative cover. 

Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas have been designated according to the following criteria: 
A. Scenic View Corridors, 
B. Sites of significant scenic value, 
C. Wetlands, laioons, streams, estuaries, and marine environmems, 
D. Significant animal and plant habitat areas, 
E. Recreation areas. 

The Coastal Commission has also set forth in ita deslpationa special management objectives considered 
essential by the Coastal Commission for the protection of public values within the Coastal Zone. The 
followiDg is a listiqof the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. In parentheses following the 
name ofeach area are capital letters lndlcatin& the specific criteria as listed above. The letters referencing 
the criteria are listed in order of priority of the significance of the various criteria applicable to the area. 

(a) Del None County: Elk Creek Valley (C), Sitb Spruce Grove (D,A), False Klamath Cove (B,A), 
Klamath River (B,A,C). 

(b) Humboldt County: Freshwater Lagoon (B,C,E), Stone Lagoon (A,B,C,E), Big Lagoon (A,C,B), 
Bi& Lagoon Bog (B,C,E), Agate Beach Bluff (B,A), Mattole River (B,C). The King Range National 
Conservation Area forestlands that parallel the beach: All private inholdinas that are within view of the 
beach trail that are in the recreational z.oned western slopes. 

(c) Mendocino County: Usal Creek (A,C), Rockpon Beach (B), Hardy Creek Knoll (B), Westpon (B), 
Ten Mile River (B,C), Noyo River (A,B,C), Casper and Doyle Creeks (A), Bi& River (A,B,C,E), Albion 
River (A,B,C,D), Navarro River (B,C,A), Navarro to Irish Beach Terrace (A,B), Elk Creek (C,B), 
Oualala River (B,C). 

(cl) Sonoma County: Gualala River (B,C), Sea Ranch Area (A), Stewans Point Area (A), Horseshoe 
Cove Area (C,B,E), Stockoff Creek and Kolmer Gulch (B,C,D), Fort Ross (A,B), Mill Gulch (A,B), 
Timber Gulch (A,B). Russian Gulch (A), Sawmill Gulch (A), Sheephouse Creek (A,C,D), Duncan Mills 
Marsh (A,C,D), South Side of the Russian River (A,B,C,D,E), Willow Creek Headwaters (C,D), Jenner 
Gulch (C,D}, Slaughterhouse Gulch(A,D), Furlong Gulch (A,D), Scotty Creek (C,D), Rough Creek 
(C,D). 

(e) San Mateo County: San Pedro Valley (A), South Montara Mountain (A,B), Butano Panorama 
(B,E), Ano Nuevo Uplands (A,B,E). 

(I) Santa Cruz County: Ano Nuevo Uplands (A,B,E), Waddell Creek (A,B,C,E), Bonny Doon Botanic 
Area (B,D), Molino Creek (A,B). 

(&) Buffer Zones within Coastal Scenic View Corridors in Del None, Humboldt and Mendocino 
Counties. 

(1) Del None County. Highway 101 from Crescent City to Smith River town along the west side 
of the highway. 

(2) Humboldt County. 
(A) Highway 101 from the Moonstone-Westhaven Exit to Big Lagoon Bridge along both sides of 

the highway. 
(B) Old Highway 101 from Trinidad north to Patrick's Point State Park entrance along both sides 

of the road. 
(3) Mendocino County. Highway l from Ten Mile River to Sonoma County line along both sides 

of the highway. 
(b) Buffer Zones adjacent to all publicly owned preserves and recreation areas, including national, 

state, regional, county, and municipal parks. 
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932 Deftnltlons of Terms [Northern] 
In these rules the definitions set forth in or referenced in Subchapter 1 (14 CCR 895.l) shall apply. 

In addition, the definitions set forth in this section are unique to the Northern Forest District and apply 
only in this subchapter. 

Comnlerdal species: those species found in group A and those in group B that are found on lands 
where the species in group A are now growing naturally or have grown naturally in the recorded past. 

Group A: 
-Sugar Pine (Pinus lambertlana) 
-Coast Redwood (Sequoia sunpervlrens) 
-Ponderosa Pine (Plnus ponderosa) 
-Jeffrey Pine (Plnus jeffreyi) 
-Western White Pine (Plnus monticola) 
-Lodgepole Pine (Plnus contona) 

Group B: 
-Knobcone Pine (Plnus Olttnuata) 
-Digger Pine (Plnus sabiniana) 
-California Black Oak (Quercus kelloggli) 
-Oregon White Oak (Quercus garryana) 
-Tanoak (Uthocarpus dtnsljlorus) 
-Mountain Hemlock (Tsuga menensiana) 
-Brewer Spruce (Plcea br~riana) 
-Englemann Spruce (Plcea engltmanli) 

-White Fir (Ables concolor) 

-California Red Fir (Ables magnjfica) 

-Noble Fir (Ables procera) 

-Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesi1) 

-Incense-Cedar (Ubocedrus decurrens) 

-Port Orford Cedar (Ouunaecyparls lawsonlana) 


-Sierra Redwood (Sequoladendron glganteum) 

-Golden Chinkapin (Castanopsis chrysophylla) 

-Foxtail Pine (Plnus baifouriana) 

-White Alder (Alnus rhombtfolla) 

-Monterey Pine (Plnus radiata) 

-Pacific Madrone (Arbutus menziesii) 

-California Laurel (Umbellularia Califorlca) 

-Wmtern Juniper (Jlllliptrus occldtntalis) 


Estimated F.rosion Potential: the product of the soil and slope values derived from the table in 14 CCR 
932.5 or as such product may be modified in accordance "with the instructions contained in that section" 
(Ref. Sec. 4562, PRC). 

Fire Protection Zone: That portion of the logging area within 100 ft. (30.48 m), as measured along 
the surface of the ground, from the edge of the traveled surface of all public roads and railroads, and SO 
ft. (15.24 m) as measured along the surface of the ground from the traveled surface of all private roads, 
and within 100 ft. (30.48 m), as measured along the surface of the ground, from permanently located 
structures currently maintained for human habitation (Ref. Sec. 4561.6, PRC). 

Lake: A permanent natural body of water of any size, or an artificially impounded body of water 
having a surface area of at least one acre (.405 ha), isolated from the sea, and having an area of open 
water of sufficient depth and permanency to prevent complete coverage by rooted aquatic plants. 

Loglng Area: The area on which timber operations are being conducted u shown on the map 
accompanying the plan, and within 100 ft. (30.48 m), as measured on the surface of the iround. from 
the edge of the traveled surface of appurtenant roads owned or controlled by the timber operator or 
timber owner, and being used during the harvesting of the particular areas (Ref. Sec. 4562, PRC). 

Lopping: Severing and spreading of slash so that no part of it remains more than 30 in. (76.2 cm) 
above the ground (Ref. Sec. 4551.5, PRC). 

Meadows and wet areas: Those areas which are moist on the surface throughout most of the year 
and/or support aquatic vegetation, grasses and forbs u their principal vegetative cover (Ref. Sec. 4562.7, 
PRC). 

Seed Tree: A thrifty and vigorous tree of a commercial species with at least ono-third of the bole in 
living crown, free from excessive damage caused by the timber operations (Ref. Sec. 4551.5, PRC). 

Stocking Standards: The resource conservation standards established in 14 CCR 932.7 defining 
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minimum acceptable stocking ofan area with commercial tree species (Ref. 14 CCR 932) after harvesting 
timber tha-efrom (Ref. Sec. 4561, PRC). 

Stream and Lake Protection Zone: A strip of soil and ve,etation aloq both sides of a stream or 
around the circumfa-ence of a lake defined u follows: 

(a) ISO ft. (45.72 m), as measured aloq the surface of the around, from the stream or lake transition 
line of any stream or lake in areas with an extremely hiJh Estimated Erosion Potentlal . 
(b) 100 ft. (30.48 m), as measured alon1 the aurface of the around, from the atream or lake tranSition 
line of any stream or lake in areas with hip Estimated Erosion Potential. 
(c) SO ft. (15.24 m), u measured aloq the surface of the around, from the stream or lake transition 
line of any stream or lake in areas with a modente or low Estimated Erosion Potential. 
The RPF and the Director may l,ll'ee, after on-the-around inspection, if requested by either party, to 
either increase or decrease the above dlatancea not to exceed SO" on soil, slope, or climatic factors 
necessary to protect soil, water, or fish and wildlife resources. Such changes will be desip.ated in the 
plan (Ref. Sec. 4S62.7, PRC). 
Tractor Roads and Skid Trails: Constructed trails or established paths used by tractors or other 

vehicles fur sldddinJ logs in aoing to and from landings. 
Waterbreak: A ditch, dike or dip, or a combination thereof, constructed across tractor roads, skid 

trails, firebreaks, and roads diqonally so that water now is effectively divel'ted therefrom. 

952 Deftnltlom [Southern) 
In these rules the definitions set forth or referenced in Subchapter 1 (14 CCR 895.1) shall apply. In 

addition the definitions set forth in this section are unique to the Southern Forest District and only apply 
in this subchapter. 

Coastal Commlsslon Special Treatment Ara: An identifiable and geoiraphically bounded forest area 
designated within the Coastal Zone that constitutes a significant wildlife and/or plant habitat area, area 
of special scenic aipificance, and any land where timber operations could adversely affect public 
recreation areas or the biological productivity of any wetland, estuary, or stream especially valuable 
because of its role in the coastal ecosystem. Special treatment areas were adopted by the Coastal 
Commission on July S,1977. Maps or desipations of "Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas" 
are on file in the Department offices within the Southern Forest District (Ref. Sec. 31118.5, PRC). 
1. Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas have been designated according to the following criteria: 
A. Scenic View Corridors 
B. Sites of Significant Scenic Value 
C. Wetlands, Lagoons, Streams, Estuaries, and Marine Environments 
D. Significant Animal and Plant Habitat Areas 
E. Recreation Areas 

The Coastal Commission has also set forth in its desipations special management objectives considered 
essential by the Coastal Commiasion for the protection of public values within the Coastal Zone. 

The following is a listing ofthe Coutal Commission Special Treatment Areas. In parentheses following 
the name of each area are capital letters indicatinl the specific criteria as listed above. The letten 
referencins the criteria are listed in onls ofpriority of the significance of the various criteria applicable 
to the area. 

(a) Monterey County. Del Monte Forest (A,B,D,E), Pt. Lobos Uplands (A,B,D), Malpaso Creek (B), 
Doud Creek (B), False Sur (B), Little Sur (A,B,C,E), Molen Uplands (A,B,C,E), Big Sur Valley 
(A,B,C,E), Sycamore Canyon (A), Poat Creek (A,B,C,E), Grimes Canyon (A), Toree Canyon (B), 
Partington Canyon (B,E) McWay Canyon (B), Anderson Canyon (A,B), Burns Creek (A), ,Hot Springs 
Canyon (B,E), Lucia Area Canyonmoutbs (B,E), Mill Creek (B,E). 

(b) Sm Luis Obispo County. Clmbrla Monterey Pines (A,B). 
(c) Publicly Owned Preserves and Recreation Areu. Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas 

include those forested areas within the Coastal Zone within 200 ft. (60.96 m) of an publicly owned 
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preserved and recreation areas includin& national, state, regional, county, and municipal parks. 
Commerdal Spec:Hs: Those 1pecia found in group A and those in aroup B that are found on lands 

where the specla in frOUP A are now irowin& naturally or have irown mturally in the recorded past. 
Group A: 

-Coulter Pine (Pimu coulterl) -Dou&W-Fir (Pselldotsuga mellZlesl{) 
-Jeffrey Pine (PlluuJeffrey{) -califomia Red Fir (.4bles magnUfca) 
-Ponderosa Pine (flnusponderosa) -White Fir (.4biu concolor) 
-Suaar Pine (Plluu lambertlana) -Incense Cedar (µbocednu deaurens) 
-1.00&epole Pine (Plluu contorta) -COut Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) 
-Monterey Pine (Plluu radlala) -Sierra Redwood (Sequoladendron glganteum) 
-Western White Pine (Pimu monticola) -Mountain Hemlock (Tsuga mertensiana) 

Group B: 
-White Alder (Alnw rhombifolia) -Pacific Madrone (Arbutus merrzlesi{) 
-O>ttonwood (Populus fremonti{) -California Black Oak (Quercus lcelloggi{) 
-Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.) -Tanoak (Ulhocarpus denstflorw) 

Dunnlq's Cluslftcatlon: Although initially devised exclusively for pine, here la intended to epply to 
all commercial co.niferous species and meam a system of tree classification based on maturity of trees, 
qe, position of tree crown in stand, shape of top, diameter, density of folia&e and risk or auscepU"bility 
of tree to insect and other mortality where trees are clasaed as follows: 

Class 1. Tree immature, 60 to lSO years of qe, crown dominant or extendin& above aeneral level of 
the crown cover, top pointed, d.b.h. up to 30 in. (76.2 cm), foliqe dense and risk aood. 

Cius 2. Tree immature, 60 to lSO years of qe, crown codominant or equal to general level of the 
crown cover, top pointed, d.b.h. up to 24 in. (61.0 cm), foliqe dense and risk 1ood. 

Cius 3. Tree mature, lSO to 300 years of qe, crown dominant or exteadin& above 1eneral level of 
the crown cover, top rounded, d.b.h. 18 in. (4S.7 cm) to .0 in. (101.6 cm), folia&e moderately dense 
and risk fair to aood. 

Clau 4. Tree mature, lSO to 300 years ofqe, crown codominant or equal to aeneral level ofthe crown 
cover, top rounded and risk poor to fair. 

Clau 5. Tree overmature, over 300 years ofqe, crown dominant or extendin& above the aeneral level 
of the crown cover, top flat, foliqe thin, and risk poor. 

Cius 6. Tree immature, 60 to ISO years of qe, crown intermediate to or suppressed by the general 
level of the crown cover, top pointed, d.b.h. 12 in. (30.S cm) to lS in. (38. l cm), foliage moderately 
dense and risk fair to aood. 

Cius 7. Tree mature or overmature, over ISO years of qe, crown intermediate or suppressed by the 
general level of the crown cover, top flat, d.b.b. rarely over 18 in. (4S.7 cm), folia&e sparse and risk 
poor (Ref. Sec. 4531, PRC). 

Fzoslon Hazard Ratiq: The rating derived from the procedure specified in 14 CCR 9S2.S designed 
to evaluate the susceptibility of the soil within a aiven location to erosion (ltef. Sec. 4S62, PRC). 

Fzoslon Potential: See 14 CCR 9S2..5 (ltef. Sec. 4S62 PRC). 
Fire Protection Zone: That portion of the louin& area within 100 ft. (30.48 m), as measured along 

the surface of the around. from the edge of the traveled surface of all public rolda and railroads, and 
within 200 ft. (60.96 m) as measured along the surface of the around from permantatly located structures 
currently maintained for human habitation. 

Laite: A permanent body of water, isolated from the sea, either natural or artificially impounded, and 
having an area of open water ofsufficient depth and permanency to prevent complete coverage by rooted 
aquatic plants. 

Loging Atta: That area on which timber operations are being conducted as shown on the map 
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accompanyin& the Timber Harvesting Plan, and within 100 ft. (30.48 m), u mwured on the surface of 
the ground, from the edge of the traveled surface ofappurtenant rolda owned or controlled by the timber 
opentor and beina used duriq the harvesting of the particular area (Ref. Sec. 4S62, PRC). 

Loppina: Severin& limbs from the exposed aides of the unutilized portions of trees ao that portions of 
the severed limbs are in contact with the ground (Ref. Sec .4551.5, PRC). 

Meadowl and Wet Anu: Those areas which are moist on the surface throughout most of the year 
IDIJ/or support aquatic vqetation, arwes and forbs u their principal vegetative cover. 

Reproduction: Youna trees of commercial species that are less than 4 in. (10.2 cm) d.b.h., i.e., 
seedlings and saplings. 

Seed Tree: Means a thrifty tree, 18 in. (45.7 cm) or laraer d.b.h., that is a recoanized or designated 
commercial species, with full crown and capable of seed production (Ref. Sec. 4551.5, PRC). 

Stoddna Standards: The resource conservation standards established in 14 CCR. 952.7 defining 
minimum acceptable stocking ofan area with commercial tree species (Ref. 14 CCR 952) after harvesting 
timber therefrom (Ref. Sec. 4S61, PRC). 

Stram and Lake Protection ?.one: A required strip of land on each side ofperennial streams, lakes 
and those portions of intermittent streams which support trout at any time of the year and downstream 
therefrom; to protect existing water quality and fub and wildlife habitat. The width of the 1.0ne shall be 
determined by on-the-ground investigation. The investication shall consider: 
(a) Soil type and permeability, 
(b) The type or types, stabilizina effect, and amount of vecetative cover, 
(c) The slope of the land within the 1.0ne and ita effectiveness in preventing sediment from reaching 

streams or lakes. 
The wne will be 100 ft. (30.48 m) from the stream transition line of a perennial stream or lake 

provided however that said distance may be SO ft. (15.24 m) where the Erosion Potential is low or 
medium (moderate). 

The R.PF and the Director may qree, after on-the-ground inspection, if requested by either party, to 
either increase or decrease the above distances not to exceed S0'5, hued on soil, slope, or climatic 
factors necessary to protect soil, water, or fish and wildlife resources. Such changes will be designated 
on the plan (Ref. Sec. 4S62. 7, PRC). 

Tractor Roads and Skid Trails: Constructed trails or established paths used by tractors or other 
vehicles for skidding logs In aoina to and from landings (Ref. Sec. 4562.5, PRC). 

Waterbreak: A ditch, dike or dip, or a combination thereof, constructed across tractor roads, skid 
trails, firebreaks and roads, diaaonally where fwible, so that water flow is effectively diverted 
therefrom. 

!>ll.5 Procedure for Estlmatin& Surface Soll F.rosion Huard Ratlna [Coast] 
A proposed plan shall ahow the estimated erosion hazard ntinas of the plan area, by areas, down to 20 

acres (8.1 ha) ifsuch a breakdown will chance the estimated erosion hazard of individual areas. The plan 
shall show high and extreme erosion hazard ratlnas, by arw, down to 10 acres (4.047 ha) if such a 
breakdown will change the erosion hazard of the individual areas. Specific erosion hazard areas not 
fitting the above niinimum will be considered independently and protective measures commensurate with 
the problem applied. These measures are covered In Chapter 4, Subchapter 4 of the CCR.. 

To estimate the erosion hazard rating of any plan or portion thereof, the R.PF shall follow the 
procedures and requirements contained in Board Technical Rule Addendum 11, dtd. February 1, 1990. 
Appropriate weights for the factors in the Estimated Surface Soil Erosion Hazard, Form I, In the 
Addendum, shall be calculated and the factors shall be summed to give the rating. A copy of the 
calculations from Form I shall be attached to the timber harvestinc plan. A copy of the Board Technical 
Rule Addendum II can be obtained from tbe State Board of Forestry at the Resources Building, 1416 
9th street, Room 1506-14, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
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932.5, 952.5 Proc:edure for Eatimatln& Surface Soll Erosion Hazard Ratio& (Northern, Southern] 
A proposed plan &ball &bow the estimated m>aion hazard ratinp of the plan area, by arw, down to 20 

acres (8.1 ha) if such a breakdown will chanie the estimated m>aion hazard of individual areas. 
To estimate the tro1ion hazard nWi& of any plan or portion thereof, the RPF &ball follow the 

procedures and requirements contained in Board Technical Rule Addendum I l , dtd. February lat, 1990. 
Appropriate weipts for the fact.on in the l!arimated Surface Soil Erosion Hazard, Form I, in the 
Addendum &ball be calculated and the fact.on &ball be summed to &ive the ratin&. A copy of the 
calculations from Form I &bill be attached to the timber harvestin& plan. A copy of the Board Technical 
Rule Addendum I 1 can be obtained from the State Board of Forestry at the Resources Building, 1416 
9th Street, Room 1S06-14, Sacramento, CA 95814. 

912.7, 932.7, 952.7 Resource Comenatloo Standards for Minimum Stoddna [All Dlstrict.t, note 
(b)(l)(D)J 

The following resource conservation standards constitute minimum acceptable stock.in& in the Coast 
(Nonhern) (Southern) Forest District after timber operations have been completed. 

(a) Rock outcroppings, meadows, wet areas, or other areas not normally bearing commercial species 
shall not be considered as requirin& stocking and are exempt from such provisions. 

(b) An area on which timber operations have taken place &bill be clwified u acceptably stocked if 
either of the standards set forth in (1) or (2) below are met within five yean after completion of timber 
operations unless otherwise specified in the rµles . 

(1) An area contains an averaae point count of 300 pet acre on Site I, D and mlands or ISO on site 
IV and V land to be computed as follows: 

(A) Each countable tree (Ref. CCR, Title 14, Sec. 895.1) which is not more than 4 in. d.b.h. counts 
1 point. 

(B) Each countable tree over 4 in. but less than 12 in. d.b.h. counts 3 points. 
(C) Each countable tree over 12 in. d.b.h. counts u 6 points. 
(D) [Coastal] Root crown sprouts will be counted usina the avenae stump diameter 12 in. above 

average around level of the ori&inal stump from which the sprouts oriainate, countin& one sprout for each 
foot of stump diameter to a maximum of6 pet stump. 

(D) (Northern) Sprouts over 1 ft. in height will be counted, countin& one aprout for each 6 in. or part 
thereof of stump diameter to a maximum of 4 per stump. 

(D) [Southern) Root crown sprouts over l ft. in height will be counted, usin& the averaae stump 
diameter at 1 ft . above the average around level of the ori&inal stump, countin& 1 sprout for each ft. of 
stump diameter to a maximum of 6 pet stump. 

(2) The average residual basal area measured in stems l in. or lqer in diameter, la at least SS square 
ft. pet acre on Site I lands, and SO square ft. pet acre on lands of Site D cluaification or lower. Site 
classification &ball be determined by the RPF who prepared the plan. 

(c) The resource conservation standards of the rules may be met with Group A and/or B commercial 
species. The petceota&e of the stocking requirements D)et with Group A species &ball be no less than the 
percentqe of the stand bual area they comprised before harvesting. The site occupancy provided by 
Group A species &ball not be reduced relative to Group B species. When considering aite occupancy, the 
Director &ball consider the potentill long term effects of rdative site occupancy of Group A species 
venus Group B species u a result of harvest. IfGroup A species will likely recapcure the site after 
harvest, Group B species do not need to be reduced. The time frames for recapturina the site &ball be 
consistent with acbievin& MSP. The Director may prohibit the use of Group A and/or B commercial 
species which are non-indi&enous or are not pbysiolo&ically suited to the area involved. Exceptions may 
be approved by the Director if the THP provides the following information and those exceptions are 
lifeed to by the timberland owner: 

(1) Explain and justify with clear and convincing evidence how usine Group A nonindigeoous, or Group 
B species to meet the resource conservation standards will meet the intent of the Forest Practice Act as 
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described in PRC Sec. 4!513. The discussion shall include at least: 
(A) The manqement objectives of the post-harvest stand; 
(B) A description of the C\llTent stand, including species composition and current stocking levels within 
the area ofGroup B species. The percentage can be measured by using point-count, basal area, stocked 
plot, or other method agreed to by the Director. 
(C) the percentage of the post-harvest stocking to be met with Group B gpecies. Post harvest 
percentages will be determined on the buis of stocked plots. Only the methods provided by 14 CCR 
1070-107!5 shall be used in determining if the standards of PRC Sec. 4!561 have been met. 
(D) a description of what will constitute a countable tree, as defined by PRC Sec. 4!528 for a Group B 
species and bow such a tree will meet the management objectives of the post-harvest stand. 

The Director, after an initial inspection pursuant to PRC Section 4604, shall approve use of Group B 
species, as exceptions to the pre-harvest basal area percentqe standard, if in bis judgment the intent of 
the Act will be met, and there will not be an immediate significant and long-term harm to the natural 
resources of the state. 

912.8 Progeny, Clonal, or Provenance Testing Stocking Standard Exemption [Coast only) 
Pursuant to PRC 4!561.7, the following standards shall apply to the request for an exemption from the 

stocking standards of the Act for Progeny, clonal, or provenance testing. 
(a) Any 1HP submitted pursuant to Sec. 4!561.7 of the PRC &ball include the following information, 

in addition to other requirements of the rules of the Board: 
(1) A specific request for an exemption from stocking standards; and 
(l) A description of the testing to be conducted on the site. 

(b) The exemption from stoclting shall become effective upon the Director's determination that the 
timber harvesting plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board. 

912.9, 932.9, 952.9 Cumulathe Imped& AsHssment Cbeckllst [All Distrid&] 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA BOARD OF FORESTRY CUMULAID'E IMPACTS ASSESSMENT 
(1) Do the assessment area(s) of resources that may be affected by the proposed project contain any 

past, present, or reasonably foreseeable probable future projects? Yes_ No_ 
If the answer is yes, identify the project(s) and affected re-source subject(s). 

(2) Are there any continuing, significant adverse impacts from past land use activities that may add to 
the impacts of the proposed project? Yes_ No_ If the answer is yes, identify the activities and 
affected resource subject(s). 

(3) Will the proposed project, as presented, in combination with past, present, and reasonably 
foreseeable probable future projects ideatified in items (1) and (2) above, have a reasonable potential to 
cause or add to significant cumulative impacts in any of the following resource subjects? 

Yes -After No After No Reasonably Potential 
Mitigation (a) Mitigation (b) Significant Effects (c) 

1. Watershed 

2. Soll Productivity 

3. Biological 

4. Recreation 

s. Visual 
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Yes -After No After No Reasonably Potential 
Mitigation (a) Mitigation (b) Significant Effecta (c) 

6. Traffic 

7. Olher 

a) Yes, means that potential significant adverse impacts are left after application of the forest 
practice rules and mitigations or alternatives proposed by the plan submitter. 
b) No after mitigation means that any poteotW for the proposed timber operation to cause 
significant adverse impacts bas been substantially reduced or avoided by mitigation mwures or 
alternatives proposed in the 1liP and application of the forest practice rules. 
c) No reuonably potential significant effecta means that the operations proposed under the 11IP 
do not have a reasonable potential to join with the impacts of any other project to cause cumulative 
impacts. 

(4) If column (a) Is checked in (3) above describe why the expected impacts cannot be feasibly 
mitigated or avoided and what mitigation measures or alternatives were considered to reach this 
determination impacts. If column (b) la checked in (3) above descnl>e what mltlptlon measures have 
been selected which will substantially reduce or avoid reasonably potential significant cumulative impacts 
except for those mitigation measures or alternatives mandated by application of the rule1 of the Board of 
Forestry. 

(5) Provide a brief description of the wessment area used for each resource subject. 
(6) List and briefly describe the individuals, organizations, and records consulted in the asaessment of 

cumulative impacts for each rCllOurce subject. Records of the information used in the asaessment shall 
be provided to the Director upon request. 

BOARD OF FORFSI'RY TECHNICAL RULE ADDENDUM NO. 2 

CUMULATIVE IMPACI'S ~ 


lntrocludion 
The purpose of this addendum la to guide the assessment of cumulative impacts u required in 14 CCR 

898 and 1034 that may occur u a result of proposed timber operations. This assessment shall include 
evaluation of both on-site and off-site interactions of proposed project activities with the impacts of past 
and reasonably foreseeable future projects. 

In conductini an asaessment, the RPF muJt distiquiab betwem on-site impacts that are mitigated by 
application of the Forest Practice Rules and the interactions of proposed activities (which may not be 
significant when considered alone) with impacts of past and reasonably foreseeable future projects. 

Resource subjects to be considered in the useaament of cumulative impacts are described in the 
Appendix. 

The RPF preparing a THP shall conduct an assessment based on information that is reasonably available 
before submission of the THP. RPFs are expected to submit sufficient information to auppo~ their 
findings if significant issues are raised during the Department's review of the 1llP. 

Information used in the asessment ofcumulative impacts may be supplemented during the 11fP review 
period. Agencies participating in plan review may provide input into the cumulative impacts uaewnent 
based upon their area ofexpertise. Agencies should support their recommendations with documentation. 

The Department, IS lw l&alC)', shall make the final ddennination re,arding weasment sufficiency 
and the presence or absence of significant cumulative impacts. This determination shall be based on a 
review of all sources of information provided and developed during review of the Timber Harvesting 
Plan. 
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ldmtlftqtion of Baoum Ams 
'Ibe RPF shall establish and briefly describe the aeoarapbic assessment area within or surrounding the 

1HP for each resource subject to be usesaed and shill briefly explain the rationale for establishing the 
resource area. 'Ibis may be a narrative description or may be shown on a map. 

ldmtiftqdon O[ lnfomJltJOD SoUJm 
'Ibe RPF shall list and briefly describe the individuals, oraanizations, and records uaed as sources of 

information in the assessment of cumulative impacts, includina references for listed records and the 
names, affiliations, addresses, and phone numben of specific individuals contacted. Records of 
information uaed in the assessment shall be provided to the Director upon request. 

Common sources of information for cumulative effects assessment are identified below. Sources to be 
used will depend upon the complexity of individual situations and the amount of information available 
from other plans. Sources not listed below may have to be consulted based on individual circumstances. 
Not all sources of information need to be consulted for eva:y 1HP. 

1. Consultation with Experts and Oraanizations: 
(a) County Plannin& Department; (b) Bioloaiats; 
(c) Geoloalsts; (d) Soil Scientists; 
(e) Hydrologists; (f) Federal Aaencies; 
(I) State Aaencies; {b) Public and private utilities 

2. Records Examined: 
(a) Soil Maps; (b) GeololY Maps; 
(c) Aerial Pbotoarapbs; (d) NltUral Diversity Data Bue; 
(e) 1HP Records; (f) Special Environmental Reports; 
(I) Basin Plana; {b) Fire History Mapa; 
(I) Relevant Federal Agency Documents or Plans 

As provided in Section 898 of the rules, the RPF and the plan submitter must consult information 
sources that are reasonably available. 

Put and Fullll't Activities 
Past and future projects included in the cumulative impacts assessment shall be described as follows: 

A. Identify and briefly describe the location of past and reasonably foreseeable probable future 
projects as defined in 14 CCR 895.1 within described resource assessment areas. 

B. Identify and give the location ofany known, continuina sianificant environmental problems caused 
by past projects as defined in 14 CCR 895.1. 

'Ibe RPF who prepares the plan shall obtain information from plan submitters (timberland or timber 
owner) about past, and future land management activities and shill consider past experience, if any, in 
the assessment area related to impacts of the proposed operations, rates of recova:y, and land uses. A 
poll of adjacent owners is not required to determine activities on adjacent ownerships. 

APPENDIX - TECHNICAL llULE ADDENDUM NO. 2 

In evaluating cumulative impacts, the RPF shall consider the facton set forth herein. 
A. WATERSHED llF.sOUllCF.S - Cumulative Watershed effects (CWEs) occur within and near 

bodies of water or significant wet areas, where individual impacts are combined to produce an effect that 
la areater than any of the individual impacts actin& alone. Factors to consider in the evaluation of 
cumulative watershed impacts are listed below. 

1. Watershed impacts shall be based on significant on-site and down-stream cumulative effects on 
beneficial uses of water, as defined and listed in applicable Water Quality Control Plans. 

2. Watershed effects produced by timber harvest and other activities may include one or more of the 
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followiDg: Sedimt.nt, Water temperature, Organic debris, Chemical contamination, Peak flow. 
The following gt.neral guidelines may be uaed when evaluating watershed impacts. The factors 

described are gt.Deral and may not be appropriate for all situations. No actual measuremt.nts are 
intended. However, quantitative or narrative water-quality objectives set fonh in an applicable Water 
Quality Control Plan must be complied with: 

a. Sedlment El'fecta: Sediment-induced CWEa occur when earth materials transported by surface or 
mass wasting erosion enter a strwn or stream system at separate locations and are then combined at a 
downstream location to produce a change in water quality or channel condition. The eroded materials 
can originate from the same or different projects. Potentially adverse changes are most likely to occur 
in the following locations and situations: 

- Downstream areas of reduced stream iradient where sediment from a new source may be 
deposited in addition to sediment derived from existing or other new sources. 

- Immediately downstream from where sediment from a new source iJ combined with sediment 
from other new or exiJting sources and the combined amount of sediment exceeds the transport capacity 
of the stream. 

- Any location where sediment from new sources in combination with suspended sediment from 
existing or other new sources significantly reduces the survival of fish or other aquatic organisms or 
reduces the quality of waters used for domestic, agricultural, or other beneficial uses. 

- Channels with relatively steep iradients which contain accumulated sediment and debris that can 
be mobilized by sudden new sediment inputs, such as debris flows, resulting in debris torrents and severe 
channel scouring. 

Potentially significant adverse impacts of cumulative sediment inputs may include: 
- Increased treatment needs or reduced suitability for domestic, municipal. industrial, or 

agricultural water use. 
- Direct mortality of fish and othu aquatic species. 
- Reduced viability of 1q11atic organisms or disruption of 1q11atic habitats and loss of stream 

productivity caused by filling of pools and plugging or burying streambed iravel. 
- Accelerated channel filling (li&fadation) resulting in loss of streamside vegetation and stream 

miiration that can cause acceluated bank erosion. 
- Accelerated filling of downstream resuvoirs, navigable channels, water diversion and transport 

facilities, estuaries, and harbors. 
- Channel scouring by debris flows and torrents. 
- Nuisance to or reduction in water related recreational activities. 

Situations where sediment production potential iJ ireatest include: 

- Sites with high or extreme erosion hazard ratings. 

- Sites which are tractor logged on steep slopes. 

- Unstable areas. 


b. Water Temperature Elfect: Water temperature related CWEa are changes in water chemistry or 
biological proputies caused by the combination of solar warmed water from two or more locations (in 
contrast to an individual effect that results from impaCts along a single stream segment) wbue natural 
cover has bet.II removed. Cumulative changes in water temperature are most likely to occur in the 
following situations: 

- Whue stream bottom materials are dark in color. 

- Where water iJ shallow and bas little underflow. 

- Where removal ofatreamside canopy results in substantial, additional solar exposure or increased 


contact with warm air at two or more locations along a stream. 
- Where removal of streainside canopy results in substantial, additional solar exposure or increased 

contact with warm air at two or more streams that are tributary to a larger strwn. 
- Where water temperature is near a biological threshold for specific species. 

Significant adverse impacts of cumulative temperature increases include: 
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- Increases in the meubolic rate of aquatic species. 
- Direct increases in mecabolic nte IDlllor reduction ofdissolved oxygen levels, either of which 

CID cause reduced vigor and delth of sensitive fish and other sensitive aquatic organisms. 
- Increased growth rltel of microoralllisms thlt deplete dissolved oxyaen levels or increased 

disease potential for oraanisms. 
- Stream bloloiy ahiftl toward warmer water ecosystems. 

c. Orpnlc Debris Medi: CWEa produced by oraanic debris can ·occur when Ioas, limbs, and other 
oraanic material are introduced into a stream or late It two or more locations. Decomposition of this 
debris, particularly the smallec sized and less woody material, removes dissolved oxyaen from the water 
and can cause impacts similar to those resultiq from increased water temperatures. Introduction of 
excessive small oraanic debris can also increase water acidity. 

Larae oraanic debris is an important 1tabilizin1 aaent thlt should be maintained in small to medium 
size, steep gradient channels, but the sudden introduction of larae, unstable volumes of bluer debris 
{such as lop, chunks, and laraer limbs produced durina a louina operation) can obstruct and divert 
streamflow against erodible banks, block fish migration, and may cause debris torrents during periods 
of hiah flow. 

Removina streamside veaetation can reduce the DltUrll, annual inputs of litter to the stream (after 
decomposition of louina-related litter). This can cause both a drop in food supply, and resultant 
productivity, and a chanae in types offood availJble for oraanisms thlt normally dominate the lower food 
chain of streams with an overh&111ina or adjacent forest canopy. 

d. Chemkal Contamination Elrec:ts: Potelltial sources ofchemical CWEa include run-<ifffrom roads 
trelted with oil or other dust-recardina materials, direct application or run-<>ff from pesticide treatments, 
contamination by equipment fuels and oils, and the introduction ofnutrieats released durina slash burning 
or wildfire from two or more locations. 

e. Pak F1ow Elreda: CWEa caused by manaaement induced peat flow Increases in streams during 
storm events are difficult to anticipate. Peat flow increases may result from manaaement activities that 
reduce vegetative water use or produce openinas where snow can acamwlate (such as clear-cutting and 
site preparation) or that ch&111e the timina of flows by producina more efficient runoff routina (such as 
insloped roads). These increases, however, are liltely to be small relative to natural peat flows from 
medium and larae storms. Research to date on the effects ofmanqement activities on channel conditions 
indicates that channel chanaes durina storm evems are primarily the result of larae sediment inputs. 

3. Watercourse Condition: The watersh.ed impacts of past upstream and on-site projects are often 
reflected in the condition of stream channels on the project area. Followm, is a list of channel 
charactecistics and facton thlt may be used to describe current wltenhed conditions and to assist in the 
evaluation ofpotential project impacts: 

O Gravel Embedded - Spaces between stream gravel filled with sand or finer sediments. Gravel are 
oftm in a tiahtly packed arraqement. 

O Pools Filled - Fonner pools or apparent pool areas filled with sediments leavina few areas of deep 
or "quiet" water relllive to stream flow or size. 

O Aurldina - Stream dlannel1 filled or fillina with sedimmt thlt raises the dlannel bottom elevation. 
Pools will be absent or greatly diminished and gravel may be embedded or covered by finer sediments. 
Streamside vqetation may be partially or completdy buried, and the stream may be meandecina or 
cutting into its banks above the level of the former streambed. Depositional areas in aagrlding dlannels 
are often increaslna in size and number. . 

O Bank Cuttina - Can either be minor or severe and is indicated by areas offresh, unvqetated soil or 
alluvium exposed alona the stream banks, usually above the low-flow channel and often with a vertical 
or undercut face. Severe baolt cutting is oftm associated with channels that are downcuttin&, which can 
lead to over-steepened banks, or aagrldina, which can cause the channel to migrate against alopes that 
were previously above the hi&h flow level of the stream. 

O Baolt Mass Wastina - Channels with landslides directly enterin& the stream system. Slide movement 
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may be infrequent (single events) or frequent (continuin& creep or periodic events). 
<> Downcuttina- Incised stream channels with relatively clean, uncluttered beda cut below the level of 

former streamside vegetation and with eroded, often undercut or vertical, banks. 
<> Scoured - Stream channels that have been stripped of gravel and finer bed materials by large flow 

events or debris torrents. Strwnside vqetation bu often been swept away, and the channel baa a raw, 
eroded appearance. 

<> Organic Debris - Debris in the wlterc:oW'le can have either a positive or negative impact dq>mdina 
on the amount and stability of the material. Some stable organic debris present In the watercourse helps 
to form pools and retard sediment tranaport and downcuttina in small to medium sized streams with 
relatively steep gradients. Large accumulations oforganic debris can block fish passqe, block or divert 
streamftow, or could be released u a debris flow. 

<> Stream-Side Vqetation - Stream-side vegetation and near-stream vqetation provide shade or cover 
to the stream, which may have an impact on water temperature, and provides root system! that stabilize 
streambanb and floodplains and filter sediment from flood flows. 

<> Recent Floods - A recent high flow event that would be considered unusual in the project area may 
have an impact on the current watercourse condition. 

B. son. PRODUCTIVITY: Cumulative soil productivity impacts occur when the effects of two or 
more activities, from the same or different projects, combine to produce a sipiflcant decrease in soil 
biomass production potential. These impacts most often occur on-site within the project boundary, and 
the relative severity of productivity losses for a given level of impact generally increases u site quality 
declines. The primary factors inftuencin& soil productivity that can be affected by timber operations 
include: 

<> Organic matter loss. <> Soil compaction. 
<> Surface soil loss. <> Growin& apace loss. 

The following general guidelines may be used when evalllltini soil productivity impacu. No actual 
measurements are intended: 

1. Orpnlc Matter Loss: Displacement or loss oforganic matter can result in a long term loss ofsoil 
productivity. Soil surface litter and downed woody debris are the store-house of Iona term soil fertility, 
provide for soil moisture conservation, and support soil microoraaniams that are critical in the DUtrieot 
cycling and uptake process. Much of the chemical and microbial activity of the forest nutrient cycle is 
concentrated in the narrow r.one at the soil and litter interface. 

Displacement of surface or1anic matter occurs u a result ofsklddin&, mechanical site preparation, and 
other land disturbing timber operations. Actual loss of organic matter occurs u a result of burning or 
erosion. The effects of organic matter loss on soil productivity may be expressed in terms of the 
percentage displacement or loss 11 a result of all project activities. 

2. Surface Soil Lela: The soil is the storehouse of current and future site fertility, and the majority 
of nutrients are held in the upper few inches of the soil profile. Topsoil displacement or Joas can have 
an immediate effect on site productivity, although effects may not be obvious because of reduced brush 
competition and lack of side-by-side comparisons or until the new stand begins to fully occupy the 
available growing apace. 

Surface soil is primarily lost by erosion or by displacement into windrows, piles, or fills. Mw wastin& 
is a special cue of erosion with obviom extreme effects on site productivity. The impacts ofsurface soil 
loss may be evaluated by t.atimating the proportion of the project area affected and the depth of loss or 
displacement. 

3. Soil Compaction: Q:impaction affects site productivity through loss of large soil pores that transmit 
air and water in the soil and by restricting root penetration. The risk of compaction is asaociated with: 

- Depth of surface litter. - Soil structure. 
- Soil organic matter content. - Presence and amount of coarse fraaments in the soil. 
- Soil texture. - Soil moisture status. 

Compaction effects may be evaluated by considering the soil conditions, u listed above, at the time of 
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harvesting activities and the proportion of the project area subjected to compacting forces. 
4. Growin& Space Loa: Forest arowing space is lost to roads, landings, permanent skid trails, and 

other permanent or non-restored areas subjected to severe disturbance and compaction. 
The effects ofarowing space loss may be evaluated by considering the overall pauem of roads, etc., 

relative to feasible silvlcultural ayat.ema and yarding methods. 
C. BIOLOGICAL RFSOURCES: Biological assessment areas will vary with the species being 
evaluated and its habitat. Factors to consider In the evaluation ofcumulative biological impacts Include: 

1. Any known rare, threatened, or endangered species or species of special concern (as described in 
the Forest Practice Rules) that may be directly or indirectly affected by project activities. 

Significant cumulative effects on listed species may be expected from the results of activities over time 
which combine to have a substantial effect on the species or on the habitat of the species. 

2. Any sipificant, lcnown wildlife or fisheries raiource concerns within the immediate project area and 
the biological assessment area (e.a. loss of ow creatina forage problems for a local deer herd, species 
requiring special elements, sensitive species, and aipificant natural areas). 

Significant cumulative effects may be expected where there is a substantial reduction In required habitat 
or the project will result in substantial interference with the movement of resident or migratory species. 

The significance of cumulative impacts on non-listed species viability should be determined relative to 
the benefits to other non-listed species. For example, the manipulation of habitat results in conditions 
which discourage the presence of some species while encourqing the presence of others. 

3. The aquatic and near-water habitat conditions on the THP and immediate surrounding area. Habitat 
conditions of major concem are: Pools and riffles, Large woody material in the stream, Near-water 
vegetation. 

Much of the information needed to evaluate these factors is described in the precedina Watershed 
Resources section. A general discussion of their importance is given below: 

a. Pools and Riftlel: Pools and riffles affect overall habitat quality and fish community structure. 
Streams with little structural complexity offer poor habitat for fish communities as a whole, even though 
the channel may be stable. Structural complexity is oft.en lower in streams with low gradients, and filling 
of pools can reduce stream productivity. 

b. Large Woody Material: Larae woody debris in the stream plays an important role in creatina and 
maintaining habitat through the formation of pools. These pools comprise important feedina locations 
that provide maximum exposure to drifting food oraaniams in relatively quiet water. Removal of woody 
debris can reduce frequency and quality ofpools. 

c. Near-Water Vecetation: Near-water vegetation provides many habitat benefits, Including: shade, 
nutrients, vertical diversity, migration corridon, nesting, roosting, and escape. Recruitment of large 
woody material is also an important element in maintaining habitat quality. 

4. The biological habitat condition of the TilP and immediate surrounding area. Significant factors 
to consider are: 

<> Snqs/den trees <> Hardwood cover 
<> Downed, large woody debris <> Late seral (mature) forest characteristics. 
<> Multistory canopy <> Late seral habitat continuity 
<> Road density 

The fullowina general auidelines may be used when evaluatin& bioloaical habitat. The factors described 
are aeneral and may not be appropriate for all situations. No ICtul1 mwurement is intended. The TIIP 
preparer must also be alert to the need to consider factors which are not listed below. Each set ofground 
conditions are unique and the analysis conducted must reflect those conditions. 

a. Snags/Den/Nest Trees: Snqs, den trees, nest trees and their recruitment are required elements in 
the overall habitat needs of more than 160 wildlife species. Many of these species play a vital role in 
maintainina the overall health of timberlands. Snqs of greatest value are > 16" DBH and 20 ft. in 
height. The degree ofsnag recruitment over time should be considered. Den trees are partially live trees 
with elements ofdecay which provide wildlife habitat. Nest trees have imporunce to birds classified as 

34 



CALIFORNIA FOREST PRACDCE RULES 


a sensitive species. 
b. Downed large, woody debris: Large downed logs (particularly conifers) in the upland and near­

water environment in all stages of decomposition provide an important habitat for many wildlife species. 
Large woody debris of greatest value consists of downed logs > 16" diameter at the large end and >20 
feet in length. 

c. Multistory amopy: Upland multistoried canopies have a marked influence on the diversity and 
density of wildlife species utilizing the area. More productive timberland is generally of greater value 
and timber site capability should be considered u a factor in an assessment. The amount of upland 
multistoried canopy may be evaluated by estimating the percent of the stand composed of two or more 
tree layers on an average per acre basis. 

Near-water multistoried canopies in riparian zones that include conifer and hardwood tree species 
provide an important element ofstructural diversity to the habitat requirements of wildlife. Near-water 
multistoried canopy may be evaluated by estimating the percentage of ground covered by one or more 
vegetative canopy strata, with more emphasis placed on shrub species along Class m and IV streams (14 
CCR 916.S, 936.S, or 956.S). 

d. Road Density: Frequently traveled permanent and secondary roads have a significant influence on 
wildlife use of otherwise suitable habitat. Large declines in deer and bear use of areas adjacent to open 
roads are frequently noted. Road density influence on large mammal habitat may be evaluated by 
estimating the miles of open permanent and temporary roads, on a per-section basis, that receive some 
level of maintenance and are open to the public. This assessment should also account for the effects of 
vegetation screening and the relative importance of an area to wildlife on a seasonal basis (e.g. winter 
range). 

e. Hardwood Cover: Hardwoods provide an important element of habitat divmity in the coniferous 
forest and are utilized as a source of food and/or cover by a large proportion of the state's bird and 
mammal species. Productivity of deer and other species has been directly related to mast crops. 
Hardwood cover can be estimated using the basal area per acre provided by hardwoods of all species. 

r. Late Sera! (Mature) Forest Charac:terlstlcs: Determination of the presence or absence of mature 
and over-mature forest stands and their structural characteristics provides a basis from which to begin an 
assessment of the influence of management on associated wildlife. These characteristics include large 
trees as part of a multilayered canopy and the presence of larae numbers of snags and downed logs that 
contribute to an increased level of stand decadence. Late seral stage forest amount may be evaluated by 
estimating the percentage of the land base within the project and the biological assessment area occupied 
by areas conforming to the following definitions: 

Forests not previously harvested should be at least BO acres in size to maintain the effects of edge. This 
acreage is variable based on the degree of similarity in surrounding areas. The area should include a 
multi-layered canopy, two or more tree species with several large coniferous trees per acre (smaller · 
subdominant trees may be either conifers or hardwoods), large conifer snags, and an abundance of large 
woody debris. 

Previously harvested forests are in many possible stages ofsuccession and may include remnant patches 
of late seral stage forest which generally conform to the definition of unharvested forests but do not meet 
the acreage criteria. 

I · Late Seral Habitat Continuity: Projects containing areas meeting the definitions for late seral stage 
characteristics must be evaluated for late &«al habitat continuity. The fragmentation and resultant 
isolation of late seral habitat types is one of the most significant factors influencing the suatainability of 
wildlife populations not adapted to edge environments. 

This fragmentation may be evaluated by estimating the amount of the on-site project and the biological 
assessment area occupied by late seral stands greater than BO acres in size (considering the mitigating 
influence of adjacent and similar habitat, if applicable) and less than one mile apart or connected by a 
corridor of similar habitat. 

h. Special Habitat Elements: The loss of a key habitat element may have a profound effect on a 

3S 



CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PRACl1CE RULFS 

species even though the habitat is otherwise suitable. Eacll species may have several key limitin1 factors 
to consider. For example, a special need for some tar1e captors is tar1e decadent trees/snags with broken 
tops or other features. Deer may have habitat with adequate food and c:over to support a healthy 
population size and composition but dependent on a few critical meadows suitable for fawning success. 
These and other key elements may need special protection. 

D. RECREATIONAL ~URCES: The recreational usessment area is 1enerally the area that 
includes the touin1 area plus 300 ft. 

To assess recreational cumulative impacts: 
1. Identify the recreational activities involvin& sjJDificant numbers of people in and within 300 ft. 

of loggin1 area (e.1., fisbin&, hunting, biking, picnicking, campin&). 
2. Identify any recreational Special Treatment Areu described in the Board of Forestry rules on 

the plan area or c:onti111ous to the area. 
E. VISUAL RESOURCES: The visual assessment area is generally the touin1 area that Is readily 

visible to sipificant numben of people who are no further than three miles from the timber operation. 
To assess visual cumulative effects: 

1. Identify any Special Treatment Areas desianated u such by the Board of Forestry because of 
their visual values. 

2. Determine bow far the proposed timber operation is from the nearest point that si&nificant 
numbers of people CID view the timber operation. At distances of areater than 3 miles from viewing 
points activities are not easily discernible and will be less sipificant. 

3. Identify the manner in which the public Identified in I and 2 above will view the proposed 
timber operation (from a vehicle on a public road, from a stationary public viewing point or from a 
pedestrian pathway). 

F. VEHICULAR TRAFFIC IMPACI'S: The traffic asaessment area involvea the first roads not part 
of the louin& area on which louin& traffic must travel. To weu traffic cumulative effects: 

1. Identify whether any publicly owned roads wiJI be used for the transport of wood products. 
2. Identify any public roads that have not been used receatly for the transport of wood products 

and will be used to transport wood products from the proposed timber harvest. 
3. Identify any public roads that have existini traffic or maintenance problems. 
4. Identify how the logging vehicles used in the timber operation will chan1e the amount of traffic 

on public roads, especially during heavy traffic conditions. 

Artlcle 3 Sllvlcultural Methods 

913, 933, 953 Sllvlcultural OllJecdn1 [All Districts) 
The objectives ofthis article are to describe standard silvicultural systems and to provide for alternatives 

that when applied shall meet the objectives of the FPA (PRC 4.512 and 4513). The RPF shall select 
systems and alternatives which achieve max.imum sustained production of hiib quality timber products. 
The TiiP shall desianate one or a c:ombination of rqeneration methods, preacriptions or intermediate 
treatments deacribed by this article. If a method, prescription or treatment not defined in the rules (see 
14 CCR 895.1), is to be used an alternative preacription shall be included in the plan. The assessment 
of maximum sustained production ofhigh quality timber producu la bued on: 

(a) Re1eneration metboda, intermediate treatments and prescriptions described in the rules which 
establish standards. These mecbods, treatments, prescriptions, and standards aha1l not be utilized to 
permit harvestini of arowin& stock in a manner that will sipificantly delay reaching or maintaining 
maximum sustained production. 

(b) Published yield tables or other tools which CID be validated and which serve u a point of reference 
for evaluatin1 and selectin& silvicultural systems and their implementation. 

(c) The Sustained Yield Plan: The SYP establishes the flow of forest products from managed 
timberlands, and shall demonstrate the achievement of maximum sustained production. 
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913.1, 933.1, 953.1 Reaeneratlon Methods Used In Evenqed Manqemmt [All Districts; escept 
•ariances In (a)(4)(A) and (d)(3) Sbelttrwood Remo.al Step] 

The following types of regeneration methods are designed to replace a barvestable stand with well 
spaced growing trees of commercial species. Evenqed mauaement systems shall be applied with the 
limitations described by this rule: 

(a) Timber stands harvested under an evenqed rqeneratlon method shall meet the followin& standards: 
(1) Where a regeneration stq> harvest ofevenqed mauaement will occur on stands YOUJller than SO 

years of qe for Class I lands, 60 years of qe for Class ll and m lands, or 80 yean of qe for Class IV 
and V lands, or equivalent qe of trees, based on hei&ht u detmnlned accordin& to the appropriate site 
clasa, the RPF preparing the 1llP or SYP must demonstrate how the proposed harvest will achieve MSP 
punuant to Section 913.1 l(a) or (b) provided, however, that the Director may grant an exemption from 
this section based upon hardship. 

(2) The regeneration harvest of evenqed mauaement shall be limited to 20 acres for tractor yarding. 
Aerial or cable yarding may be 30 acres. Tractor yardin& may be increased to 30 acres where the EHR 
is low and the slopes are < 309' . lbe RPF may propose increasing these acreqe limits to a maximum 
of 40 acres, and the Director may agree where measures contained in the THP provide substantial 
evidence that the increased acreqe limit does any one of the following: 

(A) by usin& additional on-site mitigation measures, reduces the overall detrimental effects of erosion 
thereby providin& better protection of soil, water, fish and/or wildlife resources; or 

(B) provides for the inclusion of "Ion& comers"; or 
(C) create a more natural louing unit by takin& maximum advantqe of the topography; or 
(D) will increase tong-term sustained yield; or 
(E) provide feasible off-site mitigltion meuures that can be incorporated in the plan to restore or 

enhance previoualy impacted reeource areu or other environmental enhancements that will result in 
demonstrable net enviroammtal benefits within the plannina wattnbed. These measures may include, 
but are not limited to, watercourse restorltion, soil stabilization, road surface stabiliution, road 
outslopJn&, road abandonment, road reconstruction, enhancement of wildlife habitats and vegetation 
management. To qualify for an exemption the plan submitter is not required to demonstrate that other 
feasible options are not available. 

(3) Evenaaed regenultion units within an ownenbip shall be separated by a logical louJn& unit that 
is at least as larie u the area being harvested or 20 acres, whichever is less, and shall be separated by 
at least 300 ft. in all directions. 

(4) Within ownership boundaries, no logical Iouing unit contiguous to an evenqed manqement unit 
may be harvested using an evenqed regenerltion mdhod unless the followin& are met: 

(A) u:i11WJ The prior evenqed regenerltlon unit has an approved report of stocking, and the 
dominant and codominant trees averqe at least five years ofqe or average at least five ft. tall and three 
years ofqe. Ifthese standards 1re to be met with trees that were present 11 the time ofthe harvest, there 
shall be an interval of not lea than five years following the completion of operltions before adjacent 
evenaged management may occur. 

(A) rNorthern and SoutbcmJ De prior eyemged reaeneratiop unit bas IQ arovecl rll!Ort of 
st.ocldpg and the domjMpt and coc!omjnapt trees averaae at least five feet tall or at least fiye Years of 
qe. If these standards ·are to be met with trees that were present at the time of the barv§t. there Iha!! 
be IQ interval ofnot Ims thlQ fiye Years fo!!owin& fhe completion ofOj!tt11jons before a4iacent eyewed 
manqement may occw 

(5) Except for the clearcut method, all trees to be harvested or all trees to be retained shall be marked 
by, or under the supervision of, the RPF prior to felling operltions. A sample area shall be marked prior 
to a prebarvest inspection. The sample area shall include It least 109' of the harvest area up to a 
maximum of20 acres pet stand type, and must be representative ofthe range of conditions present in the 
area. The marking requirement may be waived by the Director if the trees to be harvested are easily 
distinguished from the trees to be retained, when explained and justified by the RPF in the plan. 
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(6) Special consideration for aesthetic enjoyment shill be liven to selection of silvicultural treatments 
and timber operations within 200 feet of the edge of the traveled surface of any permanent road 
maintained by the County, or the State. 

(7) Special consideration for aesthetic enjoyment and protection of adjacent stand vigor shall be fiven 
to the selection of sllvicultural mechods and timber operations within 200 feet of adjacent non-federal 
lands not z.oned TPZ. 

(b) Clelrcuttln& The clearcuttin& regeneration mechod involvea the removal of a stand in one harvest. 
Regeneration after harvestin& shall be obtained by direct seeding, planting, sprouting, or by natural seed 
fall. When practical, clearcut& shall be irregularly shaped and variable in size in order to mimic natural 
patterns and features found in landaelpCS. Site preparation and slub disposal measures, ifnecessary for 
successful regeneration, shall be described in the plan. 

(c) Seed Tree The seed tree regeneration method involves the removll ofa ~tand in one harvest except 
for well distributed seed trees of desired species which are left sm,ly or in aroups to restock the 
harvested area. The seed step ia utilized to promote natural reproduction from seed and to initiate the 
establishment of an evenaaed stand. The removll step may be utilized to remove the seed trees after a 
fully stocked stand of reproduction has become establiabed. 

(1) Seed Tree Seed Step: The seed tree seed step ia the regeneration step and shall meet the 
following requirements: 

(A) Rett.Dtion of at least 8 seed trees per acre which are 18 inches dbh or greater. Each seed tree 
24 in. dbh or greater shall be equivalent to 2 seed trees leas than 24 in. dbh. The seed trees must be of 
full crown, capable of seed production and representative of the best phenotypes available in the 
prebarvest stand. 

(B) No point within the loged area shall be more than 150 feet from a seed tree. 
(C) Seed tree species and site preparation measures shill be specified in the plan by the RPF. 
(D) Seed trees shall be marked by or under the supervision of the RPF prior to felling operations. 
(E) If natural regeneration ia inadequate within two years after the first August following completion 

of timber operations, seed trees may be harvested and artificial regeneration shall be used to meet the 
requirements of 912.7(b)(l) [932.7(b)(1), 952.7(b){l)]. 

(F) In the absence of a Sustained Yield Plan, to maintain and improve tree species diversity, genetic 
material and seed production, trees ofeach native commercial species where present at the time ofharvest 
shall be retained after harvest. These leave trees shall be representative of the best phenotypes available 
in the prebarvest stand. The R.PF may propose and the Director may agree to a species specific plan in 
the THP which protects existing regeneration or provides for regeneration in-lieu of retaining trees. 

(2) Seed Tree RemovaJ Step Not more than 15 predominant trees per acre may be removed in the 
seed tree removal step. Not more than SO sq. ft. of bull area of predominant trees per acre may be 
removed in the seed tree removal step. The seed tree removll step may beutilized when the regeneration 
present exceeds the minimum atockin& requiremmta set forth in 14 CCR 912.7(bX1) [932.7(b)(1), 
952.7(b)(1)]. Regeneration shall not be harvested under the seed tree method unless the trees are dead, 
dying or diseased or substantially dama&ed durinl timber operations. The minimum stocking standards 
of 14 CCR 912.7(b){l) [932.7(bXl), 9S2.7(bXl)J shall be met immediately upon completion of 
operations. The seed tree removal step shall only be med once in the life of the stand unless otherwise 
llil'eed to by the Director. 

If the extent and intensityof the soil and vegetation disturbance caused by the harvest is similar to what 
would have been caused by a clearcut, the size limitations, separation (spacing) by logical logging unit 
requirements, and yarding equipment limitations of 14 CCR 913. l(a) [933. l(a), 953. l(a)J are applicable. 

(d) Sbell«WOOd The shelterwood regeneration method reproduces a stand via a series of harvests 
(preparatory, seed, and removal). The preparatory step is utilized to improve the crown development, 
seed production capacity and wind firmness ofdesignated seed trees. The seed step is utilized to promote 
natural reproduction from seed. The removal step is utilized when a fully stocked stand of reproduction 
bas become established, and this step includes the removal of the protective overstory trees. The 
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Bhelterwood re1eneration method is normally utilized when some shade canopy is considered desirable 
for the establishment of regeneration. 

(1) Shelterwood Preparatory Step The shelterwood preparatory step shall meet the following 
minimum standards: 

(A) At least 16 seed trees per acre which are 18 in. dbh or &reater shall be retained. Each seed tree 
24 in. dbh or areater shall be equivalent to 2 seed trees less than 24 in. dbh. The seed trees must be of 
full crown, capable of seed production and representative of the best phenotypes available in the 
prebarvest stand. 

(B) No point within the loged area shall be more than 100 ft. from a seed tree. 
(C) Seed tree species shall be specified in the plan by the RPF. 
(D) At least 125 sq. ft. of basal area per acre on Site I lands, and 75 sq. ft. of basal area per acre 

on Site D and m lands and SO sq. ft. ofbasal area per acre on site IV and V lands shall be retained. 
(E) The minimum stocking standards of 912.7(bX1) (932.7(b)(l), 952. 7(b)(l)] ab.all be met 

immediately upon completion ofoperations. Within six months following completion of work described 
in the plan, a report of stocking shall be filed as stated in PRC 4587. 

(2) Sbe.lterwood Seed Step The shelterwood seed step is the regeneration step and shall meet the 
followin& standards: 

(A) At least 16 seed trees per acre which are 18 in. dbh or greater shall be retained . Each seed tree 
24 in. dbh or greater shall be equivalent to 2 seed trees less than 24 in. dbh. The seed trees must be of 
full crown, capable of seed production and representative of the best phenotypes available in the 
preharvest stand. 

(B) No point within the logged area shall be more than 100 ft. from a seed tree. 
(C) Seed tree species and site preparation measures shall be specified in the plan by the RPF. 
(D) Seed trees shall be marked by or under the supervision of the RPF prior to felling operations. 
(E) If natural regeneration is inadequate within two years after the first Auiust followin& completion 

of timber operations, seed trees may be harvested and artificial re1eneration shall be used to meet the 
requirements of 912.7(b)(l), [932.7(b)(l), 9S2.7(b)(I)). 

(F) In the absence of a Sustained Yield Plan, to maintain and improve tree species diversity, genetic 
material and seed production, trees ofeach native commercial species where present at the time ofharvest 
ab.all be retained after harvest. These leave trees shall be representative of the best phenotypes available 
in the prebarvest stand. The RPF may propose and the Director may agree to a species specific plan in 
the THP which protects existin& regeneration or provides for re1eneration in-lieu of retainin& trees. 

(3) Shelterwood Removal Step [Cout only] The shelterwood removal step may be utilized when 
the re1eneration present exceeds the minimum stocking requirements set forth in 14 CCR 912.7(b)(l). 
Unless otherwise agreed to by the Director, the Shelterwood removal shall only be used once in the life 
of the stand. Regeneration shall not be harvested during the shelterwood removal step unless the trees are 
dead, dying or diseased or substantially damaged by timber operations. The minimum stockina standards 
of 912.7(b)(1) shall be met immediately upon completion of operations. The size limitations, and 
separation (spacing) by logical lo&&inl unit requireme®J, of 14 CCR 913.l(a) are applicable unless the 
post-harvest stand, regardless of averaae diameter, meelS the stockin& standards of 14 CCR 
913.3(a)(l)(A) or (B)J. Not more than 32 predominant trees per acre may be removed in the shelterwood 
removal step. Not more than 100 square feet of basal area of predominant trees per acre may be 
removed in the shelterwood removal step. 

(3) Shelterwood Removal Step [Northern and Southern] The shelterwood removal step may be 
utilized when the regeneration present exceeds the minimum stocking requirements set forth in 14 CCR 
932.7(bXl) [952.7(b)(l)). Unless otherwise agreed to by the Director, the Shelterwood removal shall 
only be used once in the life of the stand. Regeneration shall not be harvested durin& the shelterwood 
removal step unless the trees are dead, dying or diseased or substantially damaged by timber operations. 
The minimum stocking standards of932.7(b)(l) [952.7(b)(1)) shall be met immediately upon completion 
of operations. 

39 



CALIFORNIA FOREST PRACTICE RULFS 

If the extent and intensity of the ground disturbance caused by the harvest is essentially the same as 
would have been caused by a clearcut or will cause adverse cumulative effects on wildlife as determined 
by the RPF or Director, the size limltatiom, and separation (spacina) by lo&ical louina unit requirements 
of 14 CCR 933. l(a) (953. l(a)] are applicable unless the post harvest stand, reaardless of average 
diameter, meets area stoctina standards of 14 CCR 933.3(a)(l)(A) or (B) (9S3.3(aXl)(A) or (B)] 

913.2, 933.2, 953.2 Reameration Methods Uaed in Unnmapd Manqement [All Districts, Note 
•ariatlons by Distrid) 

Unevenaged management is utilized to establish and maintain an unevenaied stand structure. 
Unevenaged management attributes include the establishment and/or maintenance of a multi-aged, 
balanced stand structure, promotion of growth on leave trees thronahout a broad ranae of diameter 
classes, and encouraiement of natural reproduction. 

(a) Selection Under the selection reieneration method, the treea are removed individually or in small 
groups sized from .25 acres to 2.S acres. 

(1) Treea to be harvested or treea to be retained shall be marked by or under the supervision of the 
RPF prior to fellin& operations. When openings greater than .25 acres will be created, the boundaries 
of the small group(s) may be designated in lieu of marking individual treea within the small group areas. 
A sample area must be marked prior to a preharvest inspection for evaluation. The sample area shall 
include at least 10" of the harvest area up to a maximum of 20 acres per stand type which is 
representative of the ranae of conditions present in the area. 

(2) Post harvest stand stockin& levels shall be stated in the TIIP. The level of residual stocking shall 
be consistent with maximum sustained production of hiah quality timber products. In DO case shall 
stockina be reduced below the followina standards: 

(A) Selection System. 
1. On Site I lands at least 125 [Coast], U9a NordMm a: Southem] square feet per acre of basal 

area shall be retained. 
2. On Site D and m lands at least 75 square feet per acre of basal area shall be retained. 
3. On Site IV and V lands at least SO square feet per acre of basal area shall be retained. 
4. Unless the plan submitter demonstrltes how the proposed harvest will achieve MSP pursuant to 

Section 913 .11 (a) or (b), the residual stand shall contain sufficient trees to meet at least the number, size, 
and phenotyplc quality of tree requirement specified under the seed tree method. 

(B) Group Selection. 
1. At least 80" of the stocked plots must meet the Basal Area stockin& standards of 

913.2(a)(2)(A), [933.l(a)(l)(A); 953.l(a)(l)(A)). 
2. Not more than 20" of the stocked plots may meet stockina standards utilizina the 300 point 

count standard with trees that are at leut 10 (ten) years old. 
3. The RPF may offset up to 8 ploca per 40 ploca where those plot catten are initially placed within 

small group clearinp created durina the current harvest. Unless substantially damqed by fire, the RPF 
shall not exclude small group clearinp created by previous timbtr harvestina from the stocking survey. 

4. Unless the plan submitter demonstrltes how the proposed harvest will achieve MSP pursuant to 
Section 913.ll(a) or (b), the residual stand shall contain sufficient trees to meet at least the number, size, 
and phenotyplc quality of tree requirtments specified under the seed tree medlod. 

(3) Within any TIIP, amall aroup clearinp under the selection method shall be separated by a loaical 
louin& area. 

(4) Followina completion of timbtr operations (mcludin& site preparation) not more than 20 percent 
of the mP area harvested by this method shall be covered by small group clearln&s. 

(5) Exceptions to Stoctina standards in 913.2(a)('2), (933.l(a)(l), 953.l(a)(l)J above may be aranted 
only when proposed by the RPF and explained and justified in the plan, but in DO case will the exceptions 
be less than specified in 14 CCR 912.7 (b)(2), [932.7(b)(2), 952.7(b)(2)). Exceptions may only be 
aranted when the RPF clearly demonstrates that the existin& stand will arow substantially less than both 
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the potential site productive capacity and the proposed post harvest stand. 
(b) Transition. The transition method may be used to develop au unevenaged stand from a stand that 

currently has an unbalanced irregular or evenaged structure. The transition method involves the removal 
of trees individually or in small groups from irregular or evenaged stands to create a balanced stand 
structure and to obtain natural reproduction. 

(1) This method is uaed no more than twice to increase stocking and improve the balance of age 
classes so as to lllow the residual stand to be managed by the selection or group selection method. 

(2) Stands suitable for the transition method contain 
adequate quantity and qullity of seed producing trees to provide maximum regeneration for new age 
classes. Stands suitable for this method have no more than 2S sq. ft. of basal area greater than the 
selection basal area standards. Area for determination of preharvest stocking levels shall be no greater 
than 20 acres in size if such a breakdown will change the stocking levels of individual areas. 

(3) Trees to be harvested or trees to be retained shill be marked by or under the supervisor of the RPF 
before felling operations. A sample area must be marked before preharvest inspection for evaluation. 
The sample area shall include at least 10% of the harvest area up to a maximum of 20 acres per stand 
type which is representative of the range of conditions present. 

(4) Immediately following the completion of timber operations on the first use of this method, the 
minimum basal area standards in 14 CCR 912.7(b)(2), [932.7(b)(2), 952.7(b)(2)) shall be met. 

(5) Unless the plan submitter demonstrates how the proposed harvest will achieve MSP pursuant to 
Section 913.ll(a) or (b), the residual stand shall contain sufficient trees to meet at least the number, size, 
and phenotypic qullity of the leave tree requirements specified under the seed tree method. 

(6) Following completion of timber operations (including site preparation) not more than 20 percent 
of the THP area harvested by this method shill be covered by small group clearings. 

(7) No sooner than ten years following completion ofthe first entry with this method a second harvest 
usin& this method may be conducted. 

(A) The standards of (1), (2), (3), (4), (S) and (6) above shall apply to the second entry. (B) The 
THP submitter must provide the Director sufficient information such as growth and stand description to 
demonstrate that the standards of the selection method will be met for subsequent selection harvests. 

(c) Within su months followin& completion of timber operations conducted pursuant to the selection 
and transition methods as described in the plan, a report of stockina shill be filed as stated in PRC 
Section 4587. 

(cl) In the absence of a Sustained Yield Plan, to maintain and improve tree species diversity, genetic 
material, and seed production, trees of each native commercial species where present at the time of 
harvest shall be retained after harvest. These leave trees shall be representative of the best phenotypes 
available in the preharvest stand. The RPF may propose and the Director may agree to a species specific 
plan in the THP which protects existing regeneration or provides for regeneration in-lieu of retaining 
trees. NOTE: Authority cited: Sec. 4SS1 and 4S61, PRC. Ref.: Sec. 4S61 and 4S82(h), PRC. 

913.3, 933.3, 953.3. lntennediate Tnatments 
(a) CommerdaJ thlnnlq. Commercial thinnin& is the removal of trees in a young-irowth stand to 

maintain or increase average stand diameter of the residual crop trees, promote timber growth, and/or 
improve forest health. The residull stand shall consist primarily of healthy and vigorous dominant and 
codominant trees from the preharvest stand. 

(1) Post harvest stand stocking levels shall be stated in the THP. The level of residual stocking shall 
be consistent with maximum sustained production ofhi&h quality timber products. Generllly stands will 
develop stand structures with considerably higher levels of basal. area than provided in these minimum 
standards as stand aae increases. In no case shall stocking be reduced below the following standards: 

(A) Where the preharvest dominant and codominant crown canopy is occupied primarily by trees 
greater than 14 in. DBH: 
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[Cout]: 
1. On Site I lands at least 125 sq. ft. per acre ofbual area ahall be left. 
2. On Site II and mlands at least 100 sq. ft. per acre of bual area shall be left. 
3. On Site IV lands at least 75 sq. ft. per acre ofbasal area ahall be left. 
4. On Site v lands, 11 least so sq. ft. per acre of bual area ahall be left. 

[Nortbem, Southern): . 
1. On Site I mixed conifer lands at least 125 aq. ft. per acre of bual area shall be left, and on Site 

I land where greater than SO" of the bual area la pine, at least 100 aq. ft. per acre ofbasal area shall 
be left. 

2. On Site II mixed conifer lands at least 100 sq.ft. per acre ofbual area ahall be left, and on Site 
D glands where greater than SO" of the bual area la pine, at least 75 aq. ft. per acre ofbasal area ahall 
be left. 

3. On Site m mixed conifer lands at least 75 aq. ft. per acre ofbasal area shall be left, and on Site 
mlands where greater thm SO" of the basal area la pine, at least 75 aq. ft. per acre of basal area ahall 
be left. 

'· On Site IV and V mixed conifer lands, at least SO aq. ft. per acre of bual area ahall be left, and 
on Site IV and V lands where greater than so" of the bual area is pine at least so sq. ft. per acre of 
bual area shall be left. 

(B) Where the preharveat dominant and codominant crown canopy is occupied primarily by trees leas 
than 14 in. DBH, a minimum of 100 trees per acre over 4 in. DBH ahall be retained for site I, D and 
m. For site IV and V - 75 trees per acre over 4 in. dbh shall be retained. 

(2) Exceptions to these stocking standards may be proposed by the RPF when explained and justified 
in the plan, but in no case will the standards be bdow those specified in 14 CCR 912.7(b)(2) 
[932.7(b)(2), 952.7(b)('2)). 

(3) For stands harvested in compliance with 14 CCR 913.3(a)(1XA) [933.3(aXl)(A), 953.3(a)(l)(A)) 
the trees to be harvested or the trees to be retained shall be marked by or under the supervision of the 
RPF prior to felling operations. For all thinning proposals, a sample area must be marked prior to a 
preharveat inspection for evaluation. The umple area shall Include at least 10" of the thinning area up 
to a inaximum of20 ac:rea per stand type which is representative of the range of conditions present in the 
area. The Director may waive the marking requirements for the remainder of the THP area when 
explained and justified in the TIIP. 

(4) Within six months followina completion of timber operations u described in the plan, a report of 
stocking shall be filed as stated in PRC Section 4587. 

(b) Sanltatloo-Salffle. Slllitation is the removal of insect lttleked or diseased trees in order to 
maintain or improve the health of the stand. Salvaae la the removal ofonly those trees which are dead, 
dyine, or dete.rioratina, because of dama&e from fire, wind, insec:ta, disease, flood, or other injurious 
agent. Salvage provides for the economic recovery of trees prior to a total loss of their wood product 
value. Sanitation and salvage may be combined into a single operation. The followina requirements 
apply to the use of the sanitation-salvqe trealmmt: 

(1) The RPF shall estimate in the THP the expected level of ltOcking to be retained upon completion 
of operations. 

(2) Immediately upon completion ofoperations, the area shall meet the stockina standards of 14 CCR 
912.7(b) [932.7(b), 952.7(b)] unless explained and justified in the plan. If stocking is to be met 
immediately following completion of operations, a report of stocking ahall be filed within 6 months of 
completion. If this standard cannot be met, the area must be planted durina the first planting season 
following completion of operations and the minimum stocking standards of 14 CCR 912.7(b)(l) 
[932.7(b)(l), 952.7(b)(l)] must be met within S years following completion of operations. 

(3) Trees to be harvested or trees to be retained shall be marked by or under the supervision of the 
RPF prior to fellin& operations. When openings greater than .25 1erea will be created, the boundaries 
ofthe small group(s) may be designated in lieu ofmarking individual trees within the small group areas. 
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A sample area must be marked prior to a prmarvest inspection for evaluation. The sample area &ball 
include at least 10" of the area, up to a maximum of 20 acres per stand type, whichever is leas, which 
is representative of the ranae of conditions present in the area. The Director may waive the marking 
requirement for the remainder of the THP area when explained and justified in the THP. 

913.4, 933.4, 953.4 Special Prwriptloos 
The followina special harvestin& metbods are appropriate under certain conditions: 
(a) Special Tratmmt Area Prescriptions. Special consideration in Special Treatment Areas shall 

be given to selection of a regeneration method or intermediate trwment compatible with the objectives 
for which the special area was established. Such areas aball be identified in the plan. To assure the 
integrity of legally designated historical and archaeolo&ical sites and legally designated ecological 
reserves, and that the objectives of the special trwment areas are met, the RPF and the Director may 
aaree, after on-tb~und inspection, if requested by either party, on specific silvicultural and toging 
practices to protect such areas. The Director shall notify affected qencies or &fOUPS with expertise in 
the resource involved in the special treatment area of any such areas located during the 1llP review 
process. 

(b) RehablUtatlon of Undentocked Area Prescription. For the purposes of restoring and enhancing 
the productivity of commercial timberlands which do not meet the •tockin& standards defined in 14 CCR 
912.7 (932.7, 952.7] prior to any timber operations on such lands, an area may be harvested provided 
it is restocked in accordance with Subsections (1) or (2). To facilitate restoclr;ina, a regeneration plan 
must be included in the TIIP. The regeneration plan shall include site preparation, method of 
regeneration, and other Information appropriate to evaluate the plan. 

(1) If the area meets the standards of 14 CCR 912.7 [932.7, 952.7] within five yeus of completion 
of timber operations, the area shall be considered acceptably stocked, or aball be considered acceptably 
stocked if it contains at leut 10 planted countable trees for each tree harvested OD sites I, n. aud m. and 
5 planted countable trees for each tree harvested on site IV and V. 

(2) On understocked timberlands where no countable conifer trees are to be harvested and the broadleaf 
species are not desi&nated for lll8lll&ement, the area shall be planted to equal or exceed the stocking 
standards of 14 CCR 912.7(b)(1) (932.7(b)(1), 952.7(b)(1)] and shall be considered acceptably stocked 
if within five yean of completion of timber operations it contains at least an averqe point count of 150 
of Group A species on all site classifications. 

913.5, 933.5, 953.5 Stockln& Statl.11 
Under any regeneration metbod where artificial reaeoecation is specified in the plan to restock the 

loged area, a preliminary report on the dearee of atoclr;ina shall be submitted to the Director annually, 
between October 1 and December 31, beginning two years followin& completion oflouina by the timber 
owner or his/her qent until the stock.in& standard of 14 CCR 912.7 (932.7, 952.7] is met or exceeded 
or as otherwise required. This report shall indicate the degree of stock.in& achieved and any additional 
measures that will be taken to stock the loged area. . 

913.6, 933.6, 953.6 Alt«natln Prwriptlons [All Dlstrida] 
(a) An alternative prescription shall be included in a 1llP when, in the judpient of the RPF, an 

alternative reaeneration method or intermediate treatment offers a more effective or more feasible way 
of achievina the objectives of Section 913 (933, 953] than any of the standard silvicultural methods 
provided in this Article. 

(b) An alternative prescription, as defined in 14 CCR 895.1, shall normally contain at least the 
followina information: 

(1) A description of the stand before timber operations, including: 
(A) The RPF's professional judpient of the species composition of the stand before harvest. 
(B) The RPF's professional judpient of the current stocking on th.e area expressed in basal area or 
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a combination of basal area and point count. 
(C) The RPF's estimate of the bual area per acre to be removed from the atand during harvest. 
(l) A description of stand management constraints such as IDimal, insect, disease, or other natural 

damage, competing vegetation, hlnh aite conditions, or other problems which may affect stand 
management. 

(3) A statement of which silvicultural mediod in the current District rules is most nearly appropriate 
or feasible and an explanation of why it ia not appropriate or feasible. 

(4) An explanation of how the proposed alternative prescription will differ from the most nearly 
feasible mediod in tams ofaecurin& regeneration; protection of soil, water quality, wildlife habitat, and 
visual appearance; and in terms of fire, insect and disease protection. 

(5) A description of the stand expected after completion of timber operations, including the following: 
(A) The management objective under which the post-harvest atand is to be managed (evenaged, 

unevenaged, or neither); 
(B) The desired tree species composition of the post-harvest stand and the RPF'a judgment as to the 

remaining stocking after harvest expressed as basaJ area or a combination of basal area and point count. 
(6) The treatment of the stand to be used in harvesting including: 
(A) The guidelines to be used in determining which trees are to be harvested or left; 
(B) The type of field desi~on to be followed, such as marking, sample marking of at least 20 

percent of the trees to be harvested or left, professional supervision of fallers or other methods; and 
(C) The site preparation and regeneration method and timetable to be used for restocking. 

(c) If an alternative prescription will have the practical on-the-around effect of a clearcut, regardless 
of name or description, then the acreqe limitations, and requirement for separation by a typical logging 
unit, yarding equipment limitations, exceptions, and stocking requirements for the clearcut regeneration 
method shall apply. 

(d) All trees to be harvested or all trees to be retained shall be marked by, or under the supervision 
of, the RPF prior to harvest. A sample area must be marked prior to the prdlarvest inspection for 
evaluation. The sample area shall include at least 10" of the harvest area to a maximum of20 acres per 
stand type which is representative of the ranie ofconditions present in the area. The Director may waive 
the requirements for the remainder of the area when explained and justified by the RPF in the TilP. 

(e) The Director shall approve the alternative if in his judgment it complies with 14 CCR 898 and if, 
considering the entire area to which the alternative is to be applied, It would: 

(1) When compared with the standard method identified in subsection (b)(3) above have an effect 
equal to or more favorable than such standard mediod would achieve in the areas of values relating to 
soil, the quality and beneficial uses ofwater, wildlife and fisheries, 

(2) Not create a significant adverse change in ranee and foraae, and recreation and aesthetic values; 
and 

(3) Not reduce the after harvest •tockini atandarda or evemaed prescription limitation below the most 
closely associated standard, unless the RPF demonstrates that either: 

(A) The harvest will result in stand condi.tions that will Increase loDi term sustained yield as compared 
to the long term sustained yield achieved by utilizine the stockina atandards of the method identified in 
subsection (b)(3); or 

(B) The yield over 20 years of a "No Harvest" alternative would be leaa than the yield over 20 years 
of the proposed alternative. 

(4) Not lead to the direct or indirect conversion of the thpberland to other land uses not uaociated 
with timber arowing and harvesting and compatible uses unless a timberland conversion permit is 
approved before submission of the 1HP; and 

(5) Not result in violations of any of the other standards in the rules of the Board. 

913.7, 933.7 Exceptions [Cout, NOC'thern) 
The requirements of this article shall not prohibit the operator from cuttina or removing trees for 
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purposes of clearina ripts-of-way, 101 Jandinp, campsites, or firebreaks neceesary for the conduct of 
timb« operations. The harvesting of Christmas trees and construction of a public fire protection 1gency 
fueJbreak la also permitted. 

'53.7 Riparian Vegetation [Southern] 
All noncommercial riparian ve,etation found along streams and lakes and within meadows and wet are&\ 

shall be retained and protected insofar u practical. 

253.8 Em:pt!Qlll fSoutbrml 
The regujrement& of !hjs article shall oot nrobjbjt !he operator from cuttin1 or removiu trees for 

purposes of clearing rip13-of-way log llPdjn&• qmp•ites. or firebrab necessaa for tbe co!!duq of 
timber operations, The harvcetjn& ofChristmas trees and conatn1ction of a public fire Protection yenc;y 
fuelbreak is a1ao permjtted. 

913.8 Spedal Harvesting Methods for Southern Subdlatrtd [Cout] 
Only the followin& regeneration mdhods and stockina requirements shall apply in the Southern 

Subdistrict of the Cout Forest District. Timi>« operations shall be conducted in accordance with 
subsections (a), (b), (c), or (d) below. If the provisions ofmore than one subsection will be used within 
any individual timber operation or Jouing area, a lineaeparatiJlc the areas to be cut under provisions of 
each shall be shown in the plan and clearly defined on the around by paint or other means prior to filin& 
the plan and so as to be readily identifiable durinc and after completion of Jouing. 

(a) Leave uncut a well-distributed timber stand after timber operations have been completed on the 
louinl area that is at least 40~ by llUIDbet of those trees 4S.7 cm (18 in.) and more d.b.h. present prior 
to commencement of current timber operations and at least SO~ by number of those trees over 30.S cm 
(12 in.) d.b.h., but less than 4S.7 cm (18 in.) d.b.h. Leave trees shall be thrifty coniferous trees which 
were dominant or codomlnant in crown clus prior to timber harvesting or which have crowns typical of 
such dominant or codomimnt trees. Ibey shall be free from sipiftcant dama&e caused by the limb« 
operations. No conifer shall be cut which is more than 22.9 m (7S ft.) from a leave tree 30.S cm (12 
in.) d.b.h. or larger located within the Jouing area. Aver1ge top stump diameter, outside bark, shall 
be considered 2.S cm (1 in.) creater than d.b.h. No area may be cut in exceaa of the leave tree standards 
of this rule in any JO year period. Upon completion of timber operations one of the followin& atocking 
standards for coniferous trees shall be met: 

(1) Basal Area. The aver1ge residual basal area, measured in stems 2.S cm (1 in.) or lar1er in diameter 
at least 27.6 m sq.Iha (120 sq. ft. per acre) on Site I lands, and at least 22.7 m sq.Iha (100 sq. ft. per 
acre) on Site D lands, and 17.22 m sq.Iha (7S sq. ft. per acre) on Site mlands, and 11.48 m sq. sq.Iha 
(SO square feet per acre) on Sites IV and V lands. 

(2) Countable Trees. The area contains a well-distributed stand oftrees with an aver1ge ofat least 1I12 
countable trees per ha (4SO point count per acre) as determined by using the followin1 countable tree 
equivalents: 

(A) 1112 countable trees per ha (4SO countable trees per acre) not more than 10.2 cm (4 in.) d.b.h.; 
each tree to count as one toward meeting stockin1 requirements. 

(B) 371 countable trees per ha (ISO countable trees per acre) over 10.2 cm (4 in.) d.b.h. and not more 
than 30.S cm (12 in.) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 3 toward meetin& stockinl requirements. 

(C) 18S countable trees per ha (7S countable trees per acre) over 30.S cm (12 in.) d.b.h. and not more 
than 4S.7 cm (18 in.) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 6 toward meetin& stockina requirements. 

(D) 124 countable trees per ha (SO countable trees per acre) over 4S.7 cm (18 in.) d.b.h.; and not 
more than 61 cm (24 in.) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 9 toward meeting stockin& requirements. 

(E) 74 countable trees per ha (30 countable trees per acre) over 61 cm (24 in.) d.b.h.; each tree to 
count as IS toward meeting stoctina requirements. 

(F) Redwood root crown sprouts over .3 m (1 ft.) in height will be counted usin1 the averqe stump 
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diameter .3 m (1 ft.) above averaae around levd of the original stump from which the redwood root 
crown sprouts originate COUDting 1 sprout for each .3 m (1 ft.) ofstump diameter to a maximum of6 per 
stump. Any countable redwood root crown sprout over .3 m (1 ft.) in hei&)it but less than 10.2 cm (4 
in.) d.b.h. shall count as one toward meeting stockina requirements. 

(b) An altmlative regeneration method may be approved only if all of the following are met: 
(1) The regeneration method described in subsection (a) above is not silviculturally appropriate or 

feasible in the professional judgment of the Director and the RPF who prepared the plan. 
(2) Cutting methods prescribed under the provisions of this section must maintain a well-distributed 

tree crown cover ofat least SO" ofthe pre-existing tree crown canopy. At no time shall the crown cover 
be reduced to a level where the productivity of the land is jeopardized or to a level which would create 
a threat to soil and/or water resources. Provided the required crown cover can be maintained, the 
removal ofall trees in amall eroupa not exceeding .202 ha (one-halfacre) in size may be approved as part 
of the overall cutting prescription. 

(3) The alternative method shall provide overall protection at least equal to that of the standard 
provided by subsection (a) for watershed, wildlife, soil and aesthetic resources comidering the 
silvicultural method, conditions necessary for regeneration, tree growth rate, annual rainfall, summer 
temperature and lenJth of dry season, critical problems of erodible soils, umtable areas, need for high 
watel' quality, Increased fire potential and exposure to more intensive use. 

(4) A plan agreed upon between the RPF and the Director is prepared which gives timber stand 
information concerning stocking levels, cutting goals, timber stand growth and future harvest timing 
expectations. The plan must also include information on site location and preparation for planting 
required under (6) below. 

(5) The timber operator is responsible for carrying out timber opecations as described in the plan. The 
plan submitter is responsible for retaining an RPF to provide professional advice to the timber operator 
and timberland owner on a continuing basis throughout the timber operations. The RPF or the designee 
of the RPF works closely with the timber operator to help assure compliance with the approved 
alternative prescription and the terms and specifications of the approved plan. The RPF or the designee 
ofthe RPF is pre.sent on the harvest area sufficient hours each week to know the opecations' progress and 
advise the timber operator. The RPF informs the timber operator ofpotential environmental impacts and 
the mitigation measures to be taken to minimize such impacts. The timber operator shall sign the plan 
and major amendments thereto, or shall sign and file with the Director a facsimile thereof prior to 
commencement or continuationofoperation thereunder agreeing to abide by the terms and specifications 
of the plan. An RPF may be responsible for the conduct of timber operations under contractual 
arrangements with the timber owner. 

(6) The toging area shall meet the stocking standards described in 14 CCR 913.S(a) within five years 
following completion of timber operations. Hardwoods, as per 14 CCR 912 "Commercial Species", 
designated for mana&ement may be counted for stocking. Ifsuch hardwoods are counted to meet atock.ing 
requirements, at least 20~ of the total harvest area cut under 14 CCR 913.8(a) shall be planted with 
conifer trees at the rate of at least 1112 well-distributed trees per ha (450 trees/acre). 

(c) The harvest of dead, dyini or deteriorating trees resulting from fire, wind, insect, disease, flood, 
or othec injurious agents as provided in 14 CCR 913.3(b) shall be exempt from 14 CCR 913.S(a) and 
(b) except for stocking under 14 CCR 913.S(b) provided there has been a preharvest inspection and aplan 
has been approved. 

(d) Eucalyptus stands designated for managemeat as a commercial crop may be harvested under the 
evenage silvicultural system provi4ed the following conditions and limitations are met: 

(1) Except as provided in 14 CCR 913. l(a)(2), clearcuts shall be limited to 10 acres in size, and must 
conform with all other Provisions of 14 CCR 913.l(a). 

(2) Clearcut areas shall be screened from direct public view by having screening vegetation between 
the clearcut area and public areas utilized by substantial numbers of viewers. Screening vegetation shall 
be a minimum of 100 feet in width. Screening shall be retained until vegetative regrowth effectively 
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covers all areas of visible bare soil. 
(3) Regenerated stands may be re-entered for harvest not sooner than ten ytMI after harvest. 

953.9 Sucttuln Cutting [Southern oaJy] 
Relouing of an area in less than the ptziod of five years required for meetin& stocking standards can 

be done only under either of the following conditions: (a) Sanitation-salvqe cuttings, or (b) When 
stockin& requiranents have been met and a report of satisfactory stock.ins (ref. 14 CCR 1076) has been 
Issued by the Director. 

913.10, 933.10, 953.10 Thnberland ProdudlTity, Sustained FOl'f.lltry Plannln&, Addendum 
The &oal of this section is to restore, enhance and maintain the productivity of the state'• timberlands, 

where feasible. 
(a) Where feasible, the productivity of timberlanda shall be maintained on a 1itHpecitic basis by 
1) Meeting the stocking standards of the selected silvicultural or regeneration m«bod, or that level of 

atockina above the minimum that will achieve long term auatained yield (LTSY) that is proposed in 
913.11 a orb. 

2) Proposing and implementing an appropriate silvicultural systan and regeneration method for the site, 
3) Protec:tin& the soil resource and its ability to arow commercial tree species and provide sustainable 

associated forest values. 
(b) Timberland productivity is restored by mitigating the adverse effects of catastrophic events or 

previous land uae activities in order to improve the site capacity to arow for harvest COIDIDa"cial tree 
species and provide forest values. 

(c) Timberland productivity Is enhanced by such means as planting, thinning, stand manipulation, stream 
channel improvanent, or otber techniques that will lead to increased tree arowth and yield, ICCUlllulation 
of growing stock and production of associated forest values. 

(d) Measures implemented to mitigate or avoid adverse environmental impacts of timber harvesting 
contribute to restoration and enhancement of timberland productivity. Plan submitters are encourqed, 
but not required, to undertake additional measures to restore and enhance timberland productivity. CDF 
may advise plan submitters of measures which could be undertaken at the plan submitters' option to 
further restore and enhance timberland productivity. 

(e) This section does not impose any additional obligation on owners of timberlands where wildfires, 
insects, disease, wind, flood, or other blipt caused by an act of nature reduces stock.in& levels below any 
applicable stocking requirements. 

913.11, 933.11, 953.11 Mulmum Sustained Produdlon of Hl&b Quality 1\mber Produdl 
The goal of this section Is the ach.ieve Maximum Sustained Production ofHi&h Quality Timber Products 

(MSP). MSP is achieved by meeting the requirements of either (a) or (b) or (c) in a THP, SYP or 
NTMP. 

(1) Where a Sustained Yield Plan (14 CCR 1091. l)or Noninduatrial Timber ManaJemt.nt Plan (NTMP) 
has not been approved for an ownership, MSP will be achieved by: 

(1) Producina the yield oftimber products specified by the landowner, taking into account biologic and 
economic facton, while accountin& for limi11 on productivity due to constrainta imposed from 
consideration of other forest values, including but not limited to, recreation, watershed, wildlife, range 
and forqe, fisheries, regional economic vitality, employment and aesthetic enjoyment. 

(2) Balancing growth and harvest over time, as explained in the THP for an ownership, within an 
assessment area set by the timber owner or timberland owner and qreed to by the Director. For 
purposes of this subsection the sufficiency of information necessary to demonstrate the bal111ce ofgrowth 
and harvest over time for the assessment area shall be guided by the principles of practicality and 
reasonableness in li&ht of the size of the ownership and the time since adoption of this section using the 
best information available. The projected inventory resulting from harvesting over time shall be capable 
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of sustaining the average annual yield achieved during the last decade of the planning horil.on. The 
avenge annual projected yield over any rolling 10-year period, or over appropriately longer time periods 
for ownerships which project harvesting at intervals less frequently than once every ten years, shall not 
exceed the projected long-term sustained yield. 

(3) Realizing growth potential as measured by adequate site occupancy by species to be managed and 
maintained given silvicultural methods selected by the landowner. 

<•>Maintaining good stand vigor. 
(5) Making provisions fur adequate regeneration. At the plan submitter' s option, a THP may 

demonstrate achievement of MSP pursuant to the criteria established in (b) where an SYP has been 
submitted but not approved. 

(b) Where a SYP or NTMP is submitted for an ownership, an approved SYP or NTMP achieves MSP 
by providing sustainable harvest yields established by the landowner which will support the production 
level of those high quality timber products the landowner selects while at the same time: 

(1) meetin& minimal stockin& and basal area standards for the selected silvicultural methods as provided 
in these rules as described; 

(l) protecting the soil, air, fish and wildlife, water resources and any other public trust resources; 
(3) giving consideration to recreation, range and forqe, regional economic vitality, employment and 

aesthetic enjoyment; 
<•> balancing growth and harvest over time. The projected inventory resulting from harvesting over 

time shall be capable of sustaining the average annual yield achieved during the last decade of the 
planning horizon. The average annual projected yield over any rolling 10-year period, or over 
appropriately longer time periods for ownerships which project harvesting at intervals less frequently than 
once every ten years, shall not exceed the projected long-term sustained yield. A THP which relies upon 
and is found to be consistent with an approved SYP shall be deemed adequate to achieve MSP. 

(c) In a THP, or NTMP, MSP is achieved by: 
(1) For evenqe management, meeting the minimum stand age standards of 913. l(a)(l). meeting 

minimum stocking and basal area standards for the selected silvicultural methods as contained in these 
rules only with group A species, and protecting the soil, air, fish and wildlife, water resources and other 
public trust resources through ·the application of these rules; or 

(l) For unevenaged mana&ement, complying with the seed tree retention standards pursuant to 
913. l(c)(l)(A), meeting minimum stockio& and basal area standards for the selected silvicultural methods 
as contained in these rules only with group A species, and protecting the soil, air, fish and wildlife, water 
resources and other public trust resources through the application of these rules. 

(3) For intermediate treatments and special prescriptions, complyina with the stockin& requirements 
of the individual treaunent or prescription. 

<•> Timberland ownerships totalin& leas than 2500 acres may use subsection (c) to show MSP. 
(5) Timberland ownerships of 2500 acres or more may use subsection (c) for 30 months after the 

effective date of this section. There after they may use subsection (c) if a SYP has been filed with the 
department and has not been returned unfiled or approved. 

The department will make a report to the Board :U months after this section goes into effect on the 
progress made by landowners towards submitting SYPs, report any problems encountered in addressing 
MSP and the appropriateness of subsection (c). 

953.ll mp Use Subdistrict 
In the "high use subdistrict,• the selection regeneration method, or sanitation-salvqe or commercial 

thinning treatments may be used. An RPF may propose a modification of the selection regeneration 
method or sanitation-salvage intermediate treatments when explained and justified in the plan (see 14 CCR 
9S3 for alternative prescriptions). In these areas, no trees shall be cut unless fint marked on both the 
bole and stump with either paint, tags or blazes so as to be plainly visible. Such marking shall be done 
sufficiently in advance ofcutting to allow for inspection by the Director's representatives. In these areas, 
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die leave atand will be at least SO" of the number of trees 30.S cm (12 in.) or lar11er d.b.h. standing 
prior to the time of harvesting. These leave trees should be in Dunning's tree classes 1, 2, or 3 (Ref. 
14 CCR 9S2 def. Dunnin11's classification). The composition and distribution of the leave stand shall be 
maintained as nearly u practical, 11ivin& consideration to the esthetics of the areas. Only aanitation­
ulvqe treatmmt ahall be allowed in the c:utover areas for 10 years followin11 the harvest. 

Ar1lde 4 HanestJ.na Practices and Fzosion Control 

,14, '34,"" Purpoaes [All Dlatrids] 
Timber operations shall be conducted to: meet the 11oal of maximum sustained production of high 

quality timber products; minimize breakqe of merchantable timber; prevent unreasonable damage to 
residual trees, fish and wildlife habitat as identified in the TIIP, or contained in the rules, reproduction, 
and riparian veedation; prevent de&radation of the quality and beaeflcial uses ofwater; and maintain site 
productivity by minimlzin& soil loss. The followina provisions shall be 1pplied in a manner which 
achieves this standard. 

'14.1, '34.1, "4.1 Fellifll Practices [All Districts] 
The followin& standards are 1pplicable to fellina practices: 
(a) To the fullest extent possible and with due consideration given to topoinphy, lean of trees, 

landin&s, utility lines, local obstructions, and safety facton, trees shall be felled to lead in a direction 
away from watercourses and lakes. 

(b) Desirable residual trees and tree seedlinp of commercial species, and those oak trees requiring 
protection pursuant to 14 CCR 913.10 (933.10, 9S3.10) shall not be damaged or destroyed by fellinll 
operations, except where unavoidable due to safety facton, lean of trees, location of obstructions or 
roads, or lact of sufficient openinp to accommodate felled trees. 

(c) Trees ahall be felled in conformance with watercourse and lake protection measures incorporated 
in timber harvestina plans and consistent with Article 6 of these rules. 

(cl) Fellina practices shall conform to requirements of 14 CCR 914.4 (934.4, 9S4.4] to protect bird 
Destin& sites. 

(e) [Southern only] In the Southern Forest District stumps ahal1 be kept to ahei&ht of30.S cm (12 in.), 
and in the High Use Subdistrict stumps shall be tept to a height of 20.3 cm (8 in.), or less on the side 
adjacmt to the highest iround level, except where safety, imbedded metal, or unmerchantable wood mate 
this impractical . 

914.2, '34.2, "4.2 Tractor Opentiom [All Dlatrids] 
The followina standards are 1pplicable to tractor operations: 
(a) Tractor operations ahall be conducted in a manner which complies with 14 CCR 914 [934, 954). 
(b) Tractor, or other heavy equipment which is equipped with a blade, shall not operate on stid roads 

or slopes that are so steep as to require the use of the blade for braking. 
(c) Tractor roads shall be limited in number and width to the minimum iiecessary for removal of logs. 

When less damage to die resources specified in 14 CCR 914 [934, 9S4] will result, existing tractor roads 
shall be used instead of construq new tractor roads. 

(cl) Heaxy equjpmept shall not l.U!mlG on unstable areas. IfIUch areas are unavoidable. the RPf shall 
deye!op specjfic measures to minimize the effect ofoperat!ons OD slope instability. These measurC§ shall 
be explained llMI justified in the plan and must meet the reguja:megts of 14 CCR 914 C9'.M 954J. 

(e) Slash and debris from timber operations shall not be bunched adjacent to residual trees required for 
silvic:ultural or wildlife purposes, or placed in locations where dley could be di.schar11ed into a Class I or 
II watercourse, or lake. 

(f) CCout only] Tractor ®erations shall be subject to the following limiWions· 

Ul Heayy equipment shall be prohibited wbere any of tbe foJlowing conditions are present: 
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Ol Slimes steeper than 655. 
Oil SIOJ!CS steeper than S05 wl!ere the erosion hlZlld ratin& 11 hi&h or extreme. 
Olll Slopes oVet S05 wblcb le.ad without fl1ttcnin1 to sufficiently dissjoate w1ter flow and trap 

&ediment before it rCIChes a w11ercoune or !ak:e 
a> On slimes between so percent and 6S mcmt wl!ere the erosion blZlfd ntjo& is modepte. and 

all slope Petcentves are for averue alope steepness blH!d op wnple areu that are 20 acres or less if 
pnmosed by the RPF or regujrod by the Director. heavy eaujpmept Iha!! be Jjmlte!I to: 

0> Existi0& tractor mids that do not require recop.Uructjop or 
M New tractor roads at a location thl1 has beeo shown op the 1BP DllD· flane!I by the BPF prior 

to the PfHVVe§t jn.mectjop Or. when I pre-harvest jmpectiop js not required. prior to the start oftjmber 
<merations. and aroved by the Director. 

(3) The RPF may pfOJ!Ose exceptions to the Umjtatjons op tractor opmtlom described aboye. if the 
proposed exception will comply with 14CCR 914 C934. 9S4J. and If the mp both clearly explains the 
proposed exception and luatifles whY aHcatiop of the ltandard rule la either not fwlble. or would not 
comply with 14CCR 9}4 !934 9541. The locatjon oftractor roads to be me!! u!Mlq such exceptjons shall 
be fl•Hed prior to the prM!arvest jpmectjop or when I pre-harvest inspection js not requjre!I. prior to 
the stan of timber operatiom. 

(0 INorthm! and Soutbcm cmlJJ Tractor opmtjons shall be subject to the fol!owi0& Jjmit.atjons: 
m Heavy equjpmept Iha!! be Prohibited where any of the followin& conditions are present: 
mSlopes steeoer than 655 
OD Sl<mes steeper than so5 where the erosion blZlfd ra&in& is bi&h or extreme 
O!D SIOJ!CS over so5 which lead without flattenin& to aufficieptly dissipate Water flow and trap 

&ediment before it racbes a w1tercouae or lake 
12> On •lopes between so mcmt and 6S percept where the erosion hlWd nrin& ia moderate. a!MI 

all slope mcentves are for avcrve alone steeppess based op 11mple areas thll are 20 acres or less if 
QIOllOSed by the RPF or requiCfld by tbe Director. heavy equipment Iha!! be limited to: 

mExjstin& Ulctor mids that do not require reconsttyctiop or 

OD New Ulctor roads that haye been flaged by the RPF prior to use. 


(3) The RPF may pfOJ!Ose exceptions to the !jmjta!jons op tractor opmtjops described aboye if the 
pfOJ!Osed exception will comply with 14CCR 934 l9S41 and jf the THP both clearly egplains the 
pfOJ!Osed excq>tlop and justifies why 1pp1icatioo of the sta!Mlard rule ja either not fwib!e or would not 
comply with 14CCR 234 f2S4!. The location of tractor roa4s to be use!! under such exceptions shall be 
flM&ed prior to the pre-harvest inspection or. when a pre-harvest lpspectjop js not required prior to the 
Hart of timber <mera&ions. 

(J) Where tractor roads are constructed, timber operaton shall use tractor roads only, both for skidding 
Joas to la!Mlinp a!MI on return trips. 

(b) Timber operaton shall exercise due diligaice so that desirable residual trees a!MI seedlings will not 
be damqed or destroyed In tractor operations. 

(!) Where waterbreab CIDDOt effectively disperse surface runoff, other erosion controls &ball be 
lpsta)led IS needed. 
0) [Southern only) Except where terracing will disturb less than SO percent of the soil surface, 

mechanical site preparation &ball not be co!Mlucted on any of the following: 
(1) Any slopes over 40". 
(2) Slopes over 30" which lad without flattening to a Clw I or Class nwatercourse or to a lake. 
(3) Areas having IVel'lle slopes over 30", where the erosion hazard rating is bi&b or extreme. The 

area sampled for the IVel'lle aha!! not exceed 20 acres. 
(k) [Southern only] The Director may approve exceptions to (i)(l), (i)(2) a!MI (i)(J) above when 

damqe to aoil a!MI water quality cau&ed by the use of heavy equipment will not exceed that caused by 
other site preparation methods ifexplained a!MI justified in the THP. 
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914.3, 934.3, '54.3 Cable Yardina [All Districts) 
The following standards are applicable to cable yarding: 
(•) Due diligence shall be exercised in the installing, and operating, of cable lines so that residual trees 

will not incur unreasonable damqe by such imtallation or use. 
(b) Residual trees required to be left upon completion of timber operations shall not be used for rub 

trees, comer blocks, riuing or other cable ties unless effectively protected from damage. 
(c) The practice of tight-linin& for the purpose of changing location of cable lines is prohibited unless 

such practice can be carried on without damaging residual trees. 
(d) Cable yarding settings shall take maximum advantage of the natural topography and timber types 

so that yarding operations will protect residual trees. 
(e) Tractors shall not be used in areas designated for cable yarding except to pull trees away from 

streams, to yard logs in area where deflection ia low, or where awing yarding is advantageous, to 
construct firebreaks and/or layouts, and to proyjde tail-bolds. Suc.b exceptjon(a) shall be explained and 
justified in the IHP. and regyire Director's approyal. 

'54.4 Site Preparation Addendum [Southern only) 
Where site preparation will occur on the logging aru, the IHP shall incorporate a site preparation 

addendum (also see 9SS.4) which includes the following information: 
(a) Whether site preparation will be required to meet stocking. 
(b) The general methods of site preparation to be used. 
(c) The types of equipment (if any) to be used for mechanical site preparation and firebreak 

construction. 
(d) The methods for protecting any desirable residual trees in accordance with 14 CCR 9S7.7. 
(e) Explanations and justifications for any exceptions or altematives to the standard rules. 
(I) A map identifying the boundaries ofsite preparation areas, ifdifferent from logging aru boundaries, 

and distinguishing areas by type of site preparation activity. 
(&) The name, address, and telephone number of the person responsible for conduct of site preparation 

activities. 
(b) The estimated timing of site preparation operations. 

914.S, 934.S, '54.S Senicina of Louina Equlpmmt, Disposal of Refuse, Utt«, Trash and Debris 
[All Districts) 

The following standards shall be adhered to in servicing logging equipment and disposing of refuse, 
litter, trash and debris: 

(•) Equipment used in timber operations shall not be serviced in locations where servicing will allow 
grease, oil, or fuel to pass into lakes or watercourses. 

(b) Non-biodegradable refuse, litter, trash, and debris resulting from timber operations, and other 
activity in connection with the operations shall be disposed of concurrently with the conduct of timber 
operations. 

914.6, 934.6, '54.6 Wat«breaks [All Districts, with variation) 
The following standards are applicable to the construction of waterbreaks: 
(a) All waterbreab shall be imtalled no later than the beginning of the winter period ofthe current year 

of timber operations, except u otherwise provided for in the rules. 
(b) Waterbreaks shall be constructed concurrently with the construction of firebreaks and immediately 

upon conclusion of use of tractor roads, roads, layouts, and landings which do not have permanent and 
adequate drainage facilities, or drainage structures. 

(c) Distances between waterbreaks shall not exceed the following standards: 

Sl 
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MAXIMUM DISTANCE BE1WEEN WATERBREAKS 

~timated U.S. Equivalent Measure Metric Measure 
Hazard Road or Trail Gradient Road or Trail Gradient 

fin percept) fin percept)Rat.in' 
10 or 11-25 26-SO >SO 10 or 11-25 26-SO >SO 

less less 


Feet Feet Feet Feet Meters Meters Meters Meters 
Extreme 100 15 so so 30.48 22.86 15.24 IS.24 
High ISO 100 15 so 45.72 30.48 22.35 15.24 
Moderate 200 150 100 15 60.96 45.72 30.48 22.35 
Low 300 200 150 100 91.44 60.96 45.72 30.48 

The appropriate waterbrealt spacing shall be based upon the erosion hazard ratin& and road or trail 
gradient. 

(d) Clble roads that are ao deeply cut as to divert and carry water away from natural drainage patterns 
for more than 100 feet shall have wl1erbreaks installed on them 11 100 feet intervals, or other appropriate 
erosion control measure may be applied if specified in the plan. 

(e) W11erbrealts shall be installed 11 all natural watercourses on tractor roads and firebreaks regardless 
of the maximum distances specified in this section, except where permanent drainage facilities are 
provided. 

(I) Waterbrealts shall be located to allow water to be dischar&ed Into some form of vegetative cover, 
duff, slash, rocb, or less erodible material wherever possible, and shall be constructed to provide for 
unrestricted discharge at the lower end of the wllerbreak so thlt water will be discharged and spread in 
such a manner that erosion shall be minimiud. Where waterbrealts cannot effectively disperse surface 
runoff, includin& where waterbrealts on roads and skid trail cause surface run-off to be concentrated on 
downslopes, roads or skid trails, other erosion controls shall be installed as needed to comply with Title 
14 CCR 914 (934, 954). 

(J) Waterbrealts shall be cut di111onally a minimum of 15.2 cm (6 Inches) Into the firm roadbed, cable 
road, skid trail or firebreak surface and shall have a continuous firm embankment of at least 15.2 cm (6 
in.) in hei&ht immediately adjacent to the lower edge of the waterbreak cut. 

[Coast only]: In the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District, on truck roads having firmly 
compacted surfaces, waterbreab installed by band methods need not provide the additional 15.2 cm (6 
in.) embankment provided the waterbreak ditch is conatructed so that it is at least 15.2 cm (6 in.) deep 
and 15.2 cm (6 In.) wide on the bottom and provided there is ample evidence based on slope, material, 
amount of rainfall, and period of use that the waterbrealts so constructed will be effective in diverting 
water tlow from the road surface without the embankment. 

(b) Waterbrealts or any other erosion controls onskid trails, cable roads, layouts, firebreaks, abandoned .. 
roads, and site preparation areas shall be maintained durin& the prescribed maintenance period and during 
timber operations u defined in PRC Sections 4527 and 4551 .S so thlt they continue to function in a 
manner which minimiies soU erosions and slope instability and which preveots degradltion ofthe quality 
and beneficial uses of wlter. The method and timinJ of wllerbreak repair and other erosion control 
maintenance shall be selected with due considention Jiven to the protection of residual trees and 
reproduction and the intent of 14 CCR 914 (934, 954). 

(I) The prescribed maintenance period for waterbreab and any other erosion control facilities on skid 
trails, cable roads, layouts, firebreaks, abandoned roads, and site preparation areas, &hall be at least one 
year. The Director may prescribe a maintenance period extendin& a.s much u three years after filing of 
the work completion report in accordance with 14 CCR 1050. 
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914.7, 934.7, 954.7 11mber OperaUons, Winter Period [All Dislrids] 
During the winter period: 
(a) Mechanical site preparation and timber harvesting, shall not be conducted unless a winter period 

operating plan is incorporated in the timber harvesting plan and la followed, or unless the requlremtnts 
of subsection (c) are met. Cable, helicopter and balloon yarding methods are exempted. 

(b) The winter period operati.ni plan shall include the specific measures to be taken in winter timber 
operations to minimizedamage due to erosion, soil movement into watercourses and soil compactionfrom 
felling, yarding, loading, mechanical site preparation, and erosion control activities. A winter period 
operating plan shall address the followina subjects: 

(1) Erosion lward rating. 
(2) Mechanical site preparation methods. 
(3) Yardina system (constructed skid trails). 
(4) Operating Period. 
(5) Erosion control facilities timing. 
(6) Consideration of form of precipitation-rain or snow. 
(7) Ground conditions (soil moisture condition, frozen). 
(8) Silvicultural system-ground cover. 
(9) Operations within the WLPZ. 
(10) Equipment use limitations. 
(11) Known unsUble areas. 

(c) In lieu of a winter period operating plan, the RPF can specify the following measures in the 1HP: 
(1) Tractor yarding or the use oftractors for constructing layouts, firebreaks or other tractor roads shall 

be done only during dry, rainless periods where soils are not saturated. 
(2) Erosion control structures shall be installed on all constructed skid trails and tractor roads prior to 

the end of the day if the U.S. Weather Service forecast la a "chance• (30'Ki or more) of rain before the 
next day, and prior to weekend or other shutdown periods. 

(3) Site spec.Ifie mitigation me.uures needed to comply with 14 CCR 914 (934, 954) for operations 
within the WLPZ and unsUble areas during the winter period. 

The provisions of subsection (c) do not apply to mechanical site preparation. 

914.8, 934.8, 954.8 Tractor Road Waterc:oune Croalna [All Dlslricts] 
Watercourse crossin& facilities on tractor roads shall be planned, constructed, maintained, and removed 

according to the followina standards: 
(a) The number of crossings shall be kept to a minimum. Existing crossings shall be used wherever 

feasible. 
(b) A prepared watercoune crossina using a structure auch u a bridge, culvert, or temporary log 

culvert shall be used to protect the watercourse from siltation where tractor roads cross a wll«course in 
which water may be present durina the life of the crossina. 

(c) Crossing facilities on watercourses that support fish shall allow for unrestricted passaae of fish and 
water. 

(d) Watercourse crossing facilities not constructed to permanent crossing standards on tractor roads shall 
be removed before the beginning of the winter period. If a watercourse crossina is to be removed, it 
shall be removed in accordance with 14 CCR 923.3(d) [943.3(d), 964.3{d)]. 

(e) If the watercourse crossing ~ a culvert, the miDimllm diameter shall be stated in tbe TIIP and 
tbe culvert shall be of a sufficient lepgth Jo extew! beyond tbe fill material. 

(I) Consistent with the protection of water quality, exceptions may be provided through the Fish and 
Game Code and shall be indicated in the plan. 

91~.9, 934.9, 954.9 Alternatives to Standard Rules [All Districts] 
(a) Alternative practices may be developed by the RPF on a site-specific basis provided the following 
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conditions are complied with and the alternative practices will achieve environmental protection at least 
equal to that which would result from using measures stated in Sectiona 914.1-914.8 (934.1-934.8, 954.1­
954.8). 

(1) Environmental impacu with potential for significant adverse effects on the beneficial uses ofwater, 
on the residual timber, and on the soil productivity are identified and measures proposed to mitigate such 
impacts are included in an approved THP. The THP shall also contain a clear statement as to why 
alternative harvesting and erosion control measures are needed. 

(2) The alternative practice(&) must be explained in sufficient deWJ and standards provided in the THP 
so that they can be adequately evaluated and enforced by the Director and implemented by the licensed 
timber operator. 

(3) On a THP in which alternatives covering harvesting and erosion control measures have been 
incorporated, the timber operator shall agree to the alternative specifications by signing and filing with 
the Director a copy of the plan, the amended plan or a facsimile thereof, prior to beginning or continuing 
operations on the portion of the plan to which the alternatives apply. 

(b) The Director shall not accept for inclusion in a THP alternative harvesting and erosion control 
measures proposed under this section which do not meet the standard of subsection (a) of this section. 
In the event that there is more than one written negative position showing that the alternative practice(s) 
does (do) not meet the standard of subsection (a) received from among the qencies listed in 14 CCR 
1037.3 and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection which participated in the review of the plan 
including on-the-ground inspection, the Director shall reject the proposed alternative. 

(c) Alternative practices stated in an approved THP shall have the same force and authority as those 
practices required by the standard rule. 

Article 5 Site Preparation 

915, 935, 955 PurpoHs [All Dlatricta] 
Site preparation shall be planned and conducted in a manner which encourages maximum timber 

productivity, minimizes fire hazards, prevents substantial adverse effects to soil resources and to fish and 
wildlife habitat, and prevents dqradation of the quality and beneficial uses of water. The following 
provisions shall be applied in a manner which complies with this standard. 

915.1, 935.1, 955.1 Use of Heavy Equipment for Site Preparation [All Districts) 
(•)Use of heavy equipment for site preparation shall comply with the provisions set fonh in 14 CCR 

914.2 (934.2, 954.2]. 
(b) Heavy equipment shall not be used for site preparation under saturated soil conditions or when it 

cannot operate under its own power due to wet conditions. 
(c) Watercourse crossings for heavy equipment shall be planned, constructed, maintained, and removed 

in accordance with the requirements for tractor roads in 14 CCR 914.8 [934.8, 954.8.). 
(d) Undisturbed areas or energy dissipators shall be used to control and disperse concentrated runoff 

from roads, landin&s. tractor roads, firebreaks and erosion control facilities where it flows into site 
preparation areas. 

915.2, 935.2, 955.2 Treatment of Veaetative Matter [All Districts) 
(1) Piling, burning, and other treatment ofsnags, slash and vegetative matter and protection ofdesirable 

residual trees during site preparation shall comply with 14 CCR 917 (937, 957] through 917.7 (937.7, 
957.7). 

(b) Broadcast burning shall not fully consume the larger organic debris which retains soil on slope and 
stabilizes watercourse banks. The Director may approve exceptions to this requirement when such 
exceptions are explained and justified in the THP and the exceptions would provide for the protection of 
the beneficial uses ofwater or control erosion to a standard at least equal to that which would result from 
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application of the standard rule. 

915.3, 935.3, 955.3 Protection of Natural Resouras [AJI Districts) 
(a) Site preparation activities shall comply with the watercourse and lake protection requirements in 14 

CCR Article 6 and 917.3 [937.3, 9S7.3). 
(b) Site preparation activities shall comply with the wildlife and habitat protection provisions of 14 CCR 

Article 9. 
(c) Site preparation shall performed in a manner which does not deleteriously affect species which are 

threatened, endangered, or designated by the Board as species of special concern. The Direct.or may 
allow exceptions to this standard in the plan, after co.nsultation with the Department of Fish and Game 
pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act (F&G Code 2050-2098). 

915.4, 935.4, 955.4 Site Preparation Addendum [All Districts) 
Where site preparation will occur on the lo&ging area, the Tif P shall incorporate a site preparation 

addendum which includes the following information: 
(a) Whether site preparation will be required to meet stocking. 
(b) The general methods of site preparation to be used. 
(c) The types ofequipment,if any, to be used for mechanical site preparation and firebreak construction. 
(d) The methods for protecting any desirable residual trees in accordance with 14 CCR 917.7 [937.7, 

9S7.7]. 
(e) Explanations and justifications for any exceptions or alternatives to the standard rules. 
(r) A map identifying the boundaries of site preparation areas, ifdifferent from logging area boundaries, 

and distinguishing areas by type of site preparation activity. 
(g) The name, address, and telephone number ofthe person responsible for conduct for site preparation 

activities. 
(h) The estimated timing of site preparation operations. 

Article 6 Water Cc>\lne and Lake Protection 

916, 936, 956 Intent of Watercourse and Lake Protection [AJI Districts) 
The purpose of this article is to insure the protection of the beneficial uses that are derived from the 

physical form, water quality, and biological characteristics of watercourses and lakes. It is the intent of 
the Board to restore, enhance, and maintain the productivity of timberlands while providing equal 
consideration for the beneficial uses of water. Further, it is the intent of the Board to clarify and assign 
responsibility, to recognize potential impacts of timber operations on the beneficial uses of water, and 
to adopt feasible measures to prevent water pollution related to timber harvestin&. 

916.1, 936.1, 956.1 In Lieu Practices [AJI Districts) 
In rule sections where provision is made for site specific practices to be proposed by the RPF, approved 

by the direct.or and included in the TifP in lieu of a stated rule, the RPF shall reference the standard rule, 
shall explain and describe each proposed practice, how it differs from the standard practice, and the 
specific locations where it shall be applied; and shall explain and justify how the protection provided by 
the proposed practice is at least equal to the protection provided by standard rule. 

(a) The in lieu practice(s) must provide for the protection of the beneficial uses of water to the 
standards of 14 CCR 916.3 [936.3, 9S6.3)and 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)). 

(b) In lieu practices stated in an approved TifP shall have the same enforceability and legal authority 
as those practices required by the standard rules. 

(c) Any in lieu practices which propose less than standard rule WLPZ widths for Class I watercourses 
shall include 14 CCR 916.S.(e) [936.S(e), 9S6.S(e)) •A• ct •D• protection measures. 

SS 

http:direct.or
http:Direct.or


CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PllACOCE RULF.s 

!116.2, !136.2, !156.2 Protection of the Beoeftdal Uses of Water ·[AJI Districts] 
(a) The measures used to protect the beneficial uses of water for each watercourse and lake shall be 

determined by the following: 
(1) The quality and beneficial uses of water as specified by the 1pplicable water quality control plan. 
(2) The restorable uses of water for fisheries as identified by the Department of Fish and Game. 
(3) The biological needs of the fish and wildlife specie4 provided by the riparian bJbiw. 
(4) Sensitive near stream conditions as specified in 14 CCR 916.4(a), [936.4(a), 9.56.4(a)]. 

(b) The State's waters are irouped into four classes based on key beneficial uses. These classifications 
shall be used to determine the appropriate protection measures to be applied to the State's waters during 
the conduct of timber operation&. The basis for classification (characteristics and key beneficial uses) and 
the range of protective measures applicable to each class are contained in Sections 916, 916.4(c), 916.S 
(936, 936.4(c),936.S; 9S6, 9S6.4(c), 9.56.S). 

(c) When the protective measures contained in 14 CCR 916.S (936.S, 9.56.S) are not adequate to provide 
protection to beneficial uses, feasible protective measures shall be developed by the RPF or proposed by 
the director under the provisions of 14 CCR 916.6 (936.6, 956.6], Alternative Watercourse and Lake 
Protection, and incorporated in the 'IHP when approved by the Director. 

!116.3, !136.3, !156.3 General Umltatlons Near Watercoursts, Ukes, Manhes, Meadows and Other 
Wet Areas [All Dist.rids] 

The quality and beneficial uses of water shall not be unreasonably degraded by timber operations. 
Durin& timber operations, the timber operator shall not place, discharge, or dispose of or deposit in such 
a manner as to permit to pass into the water of this state, any substances or materials, including, but not 
limited to, soil, silt, bark, slash, sawdust, or petroleum, in quantities deleterious to fish, wildlife, or the 
quality and beneficial uses of water. All provisions of this article shall be applied in a manner which 
complies with this standard. 

(a) When there is reasonable expectation that slash, debris, soil, or other material resultin& from timber 
operations, fallin& or associated activities, will be deposited in Class I and Class D waters below the 
watercourse or lake transition line or in watercourses which contain or conduct Class IV water, those 
harvest activities shall be deferred until equipment is available for its removal, or another procedure and 
schedule for completion of corrective work is approved by the director. 

(b) Accidental depositions of soil or other debris in lakes or below the watercourse or lake transition 
line in waters classed I, D, and IV shall be removed immediately after the deposition or as approved by 
the director. 

(c) The timber operator shall not construct or reconstruct roads, construct or use tractor roads or 
landings in Class I, D, mor IV watercourses, in the WLPZ, manbes, wet meldows, and other wet areas 
ll.ll1m when explained and justified in the THP by the RPF, and 1pproved by the Director, gcmt as 
mlliln 

m At pr~ared tractor road crossim as described in 214 Bib> £234 Bib> 954 Bib)] 
(2) Croujpp of Clw mWatercourses which are dcy at the time of timber Qpmtjons. 
(3) At exiatin& road qoplnp. 
(4) At pew tractor and rold crossim approyed M part of the Fish and Game Code process Cf&GC 

1600 ct seq l 
Use of existing roads is addressed in 916.4(a) [936.4(a), 9.56.4(a).] 
(d) Veietation, other than commercial species, borderin& and coverin& meadows and wet areas shall 

be retained and protected durin& timber operations unless exp!ained and justified In the THP and approved 
by the director. Soil within the meadows and wet areas shall be protected to the maximum extent 
possible. 

(e) Trees cut within the WLPZ shall be felled away from the watercourse by pulling or other mechanical 
methods if necessary, in order to protect the residual ve1etation in the WLPZ. Exceptions may be 
proposed in the THP and used when approved by the director. 
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(r) Where less than SO~ canopy exists in the WLPZs ofCius I and D waters before timba operations, 
only sanitation salvage which protects the values described in 14 CCR 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)J shall 
be allowed. 

{&) Recruitment of large woody debris for instream habitat shall be provided by retaining at least two 
living conifers per acre at least 16 in. diameter breast high and SO ft. tall within SO ft. of all Class I and 
D watercourses. 

,16.4, 936.4 and 956.4 Watercourse and Lake Protection [All Districts] 
(a) The RPF shall conduct a field examination ofall lakes and watercourses and shall map all lakes and 

watercourses which contain or conduct Class I, D, mor IV waters. As part of this field examination, 
the RPF shall evaluate arw near watercourses and lakes for sensitive conditions including, but not 
limited to, use of existin& roads within the standard WLPZ width, unstable and erodible watercourse 
banb, debris jam potential, flow capacity and changeable channels, overflow channels, and flood prone 
areas. The RPF shall consider these conditions when proposing WLPZ widths and protection measures. 
The 1llP shall identify such conditions where they may interact with proposed timber operations to 
sipificantly and adversely affect the beneficial uses of water, and shall describe measures to protect the 
beneficial uses of water. 

(b) The standard width of the WLPZ andlor the associated basic protection measures shall be 
determined from Table I (14 CCR 916.S),[936.S, 956.S] or Section 916.4(c) (9S6.4(c), 9S6.4(c)], and 
shall be stated in the THP. A combination of the rules, the THP, and mitigation measures shall provide 
protection for the following: 

(a) Water temperature control. 
(b) Streambed and flow modification by larae woody debris. 
(c) Filtration of oraanic and inoraanic material. 
(d) Upslope stability. 
(e) Bank and channel stabilization. 
(r) Vegetation structure divenity for fish and wildlife habitat, possibly includin& but not limited to: 

(1) Vertical diversity (5) Microclimate modification 
(2) Miaration corridor (6) Snags 
(3) NestJna, roostina. and escape (7) Surface cover 
(4) Food abundance 

(1) Measures and the appropriate zone widths for the protection of the State's waters which have been 
taken from Table I (14 CCR 916.S), (936.S, 956.S] or developed under Section 916.4(c) [936.4(c), 
9S6.4(c)] shall be stated in the 1llP. 

(2) All timber operations shall conform to the markina, flaagina and other identification of protective 
measures specified in CCR 916.4 (936.4, 956.4] and 916.S (936.S, 956.S] and the THP. Conformance 
shall be determined based on the evaluation of no less than a 200 foot lineal segment ofeach watercourse 
or lake. 

(3) The width of the WLPZ shall be measured Ilona the surface of the around from the watercourse 
or lake transition line or in the absence of riparian vegetation from the top edge of the watercourse bank. 

(4) Slopes shall be measured in percent for the proposed WLPZ. If topography within the proposed 
WLPZ is variable, segments of the proposed WLPZ should be segregated by slope class as indicated in 
Table I 14 CCR 916.S (936.S, 956.S]. 

(5) If requested by either party, and after on-the-around inspection, the RPF and the Director may 
increase or decrease the width of a proposed WLPZ. A decrease shall not exceed 2S percent of the width 
as determined by the procedure prescribed in Sections 14 CCR 916.4(c) [936.4(c), 956.4(c)], and 916.S 
(936.S, 956.S]. Such chanaes in zone width shall be based on considerations of soil, slope, climatic 
factors, biologic, hydrologic, and geologic values listed in Section 14 CCR 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)], 
silvicultural methods, yardina systems, road location, and site preparation activities. In no case shall the 
width be adjusted to less than SO feet for Chw I and D waters. Where soil surfaced roads exist within 
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the standard WLPZ, no in-lieu reduction of WLPZ width shall be approved. 
('> Within the WLPZ, at lean 7S" surface cover and undisturbed area shall be rdained to act IS a 

filter strip for raindrop tnerl)' dissipation, and for wildlife habitat. Thia percentaae may be adjusted to 
meet site specific conditions when proposed by the RPF and approved by the Director or where broadcast 
burnin& is conducted under the terms ofa project type burnhJ& permit and in compliance with 14 CCR 
91S.2(b) [93S.2(b), 9SS.2(b)]. 

(c) The protection and WLPZ widths for Class m and Cius IV waters shall prevent the dqrldation 
of the downstream beneficill use of water and shall be determined on a aitHpecific basis. 

(1) When necessary to protect the beneficial use of water, the RPF shall desiJDlle and the Director 
may require a WLPZ or equipment limitation zone for Class m and Cius IV waters. Required 
protection measures may include surface cover retaltion, vqetation protection, equipment limitations, 
and timber falling limitations. 

(2) The width of the WLPZ for Class m and IV waters shall be determined from on-site inspection. 
Minimum protective measures required when Cius m and Class IV protection zones are neceuary are 
contained in Table I 14 CCR 916.S (936.S, 956.S]. 

(3) Soil deposited during timber operations in a Class m water course other than at a temporary 
crossing shall be removed and debris deposited during timber operations shall be removed or stabilized 
before the conclusion of timber operations, or before October IS. Temporary crossings shall be removed 
before the winter period, or IS approved by the Director. 

(4) When approved by the Director on an individual plan basis IS provided in Section 14 CCR 
916.4(c)(l) [936.4(c)(1), 9S6.4(c)(l)] Class IV waters shall be exempted from required protection when 
such protection Is Inconsistent with the management objectives ofthe owner ofthe manmade watercourse. 

(d) Heavy equipment shall not be used in timber falling, yarding, w: site preparation within the WLPZ 
unless such use is explained and justified in the THP and approved by the Director. The location of the 
areas ofuse ofsuch heavy equipment shall be flaged, marked on the ground or clearly described in the 
THP under the following conditions: 

(1) Flaging within W WLPZ adjacent to Cius I waters must be completed before the preharvest 
inspection~ is conducted or start of operations, whichever comes first. 

(2) Flagging for Class JI, m and IV waters may be done at the option of the RPF or IS required by 
the Director on a site-specific basis. 

This subsection does not apply to !he following· 
(I) At pr@ared tractor road crosalpgs as described In 914.Blb> 1934.61b). 9S4,81bU. 

a> Crossings of Class m w1tercoursea which are dry 11 !he time of timber ooerations. 

(3) At existing ro@d crossings. 
'4> At new tractor Nld mid cmssing IPProved .., part of tbe fish Nld Game Code Proceas CFAGC 

l(JQQ ct aeg ) 

916.5, 936.5, 956.5 Procedure for Detennlnin& Watercoune and Lake Protection 7.one (Win) 
Widths and ProtectiTe Measures [All Districts] 

The following procedure for determining WLPZ widths and protective measures shall be followed: 
(a) The following information shall be determined from field investigation: 

(1) The location of all lair.es and watercourses including man made watercourses. 
(2) The existing and restorable beneficial uses ofthe waters to be protected IS identified in subsection 

(I) above. 
(3) The side slope classes for the individual class of waters to be protected (e.g. < 30", 30-SO", 

>SO"), where side slope is measured from the watercourse or lake transition line to a point 100 feet 
upslope from the watercourse or lake transition line, or, in the absence of riparian vqetation, from the 
top of the watercourse bank where slope configurations are variable, a weighted average method shall 
be used to determine sideslope percent. 

(b) The beneficial uses noted from the field investigations in subsection (a) shall be compared to the 
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cllaracteristics or key beneficial uses li1ted in Row 1 of Table I 14 CCR 916.5 (936.5, 956.S] to 
determine the water classes (e.g. I, ll, m, IV, Row 2). 

(c) The st111dard protection zone width differentiated by slope classes determined In Subsection (a) are 
shown in Rows 4-7, Table I 14 CCR 916.5 [936.5, 956.5). These widths may be modified u stated in 
14 CCR 916.4(b)(S) [936.4(b)(S), 956.4(b)(S)]. 

(d) The alphabetical letter designations A through I in Rows 4-7, Table 1 14 CCR 916.5 [936.5, 956.S], 
and described in subsection (e) to Table I indicate the standard protective measures to be applied to the 
classes of water as determined in subsection (b) above. 

(e) The letter designations shown in the "Protective Measures and Widths" column in Table I 
correspond to the following: 

"A" WLPZ shall be clearly identified on the ground by the RPF who prepared the plan, or bis 
desiillee. with paint, flaiglng, or other suitable means prior to the prebarvest inspection. 

•s• WLPZ shall be clearly identified on the ground by the RPF who prepared the plan, or bis 
designee, with paint, flagging, or other suitable means, prior to the start of timber operations. 

•c• In site-specific cases, the RPF may provide in the plan, or the director may require, that the 
WLPZ be clearly identified on the ground with flagging or by other suitable means prior to the start of 
timber operations. 

•o• To ensure retention of shade canopy filter strip properties of the WLPZ and the maintenance of 
a multi-storied stand for protection of values described in 14 CCR 916.4(b) [936.4(b). 956.4(b)], a base 
mark below the cutline of residual or harvest trees within the zone shall be done in advance of prebarvest 
inspection by the RPF who prepared the plan, or his designee. Sample marking is satisfactory in those 
cases where the Director determines it is adequate for plan evaluation. When sample marlr.inJ bas been 
used, all marking shall be done in advance of fallin& operations within the WLPZ. 

"E" To ensure retention ofshade canopy filter strip propenies and the maintenance of wildlife values 
described in 14 CCR 916.4 (b) [936.4(b), 956.4(b)], a base mark shall be placed below the cut line of 
the residual or harvest trees within the zone and shall be done in advance oftimber falling operations by 
the RPF who prepared the plan, or his designee. 

"F" Residual or harvest tree marking within the WLPZ may be stipulated in the TIIP by the RPF or 
required by the Director in site-specific cases to ensure retention of filter strip propenies or to maintain 
soil stability of the zone. The RPF shall state in the TIIP if marking was used in these zones. 

"G" To protect water temperature, filter strip propenies, upslope stability, and fish and wildlife 
values, at least 50% of the overstory and 50% of the understory canopy covering the ground and adjacent 
waters shall be left in a well distributed multi-storied stand composed ofa diversity of species similar to 
that found before the start of operations. The residual overstory canopy shall be composed of at least 
25% of the existing overstory conifers. Species composition may be adjusted consistent with the above 
standard to meet on-site conditions when agreed to In the 1llP by the RPF and the Director. 

•u• At least 50% of the understory vegetation present before timber operations shall be left living 
and well distributed within the WLPZ to maintain soil stability. This percentage may be Id justed to meet 
on-site conditions when agreed to in the TIIP by the RPF and the Director. Unless required by the 
Director, this shall not be construed to prohibit broadcast bumin& with a project type burning permit for 
site preparation. 

•r To protect water temperature, filter strip properties, upslope stability, and fish and wildlife values, 
at least 50% of the total canopy covering the ground shall be left in a well distributed multi-storied stand 
configuration composed of a diversity ofspeciea similar to that found before the stan ofoperations. The 
residual overstory canopy shall be c.omposed of at least 25" of the existing overstory c.onifers. Due to 
variability in Class ll watercourses these percentages and species c.omposition may be adjusted to meet 
on-site conditions when agreed to by the RPF and the Director in the TIIP. 
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916.5, 936.5, 956.5 Procedures rorl>etenninhl& Watercourse and LakeProtection Zone Widths and 
Protectln Measures [All Dlstricu] 

Proceclurf.I for Determinins Waten:oune and Lak.e ProUdioa Z- Widtlls and l'rotediTe Meuuns' 

Water Clau 1) Dome.tic 1) Y11b always or No o.qualic life Man-made WUeR>Ouroea, 
Chancleriaticl supplies, includina -..onally pram! in-<nl, walen>OWK uauallydownlU'eam, 
or Key lnd.icalor sprinp, on 1ilc oftiilc within 1000 lhowina evidenoe of ellablilbcd dommtic, 
Beneficial Use and/or within 100 feet down.stream bein& c:apible of apullUnl, 

feet do__,,, of and/or ICICIU.- lnlllpOrt to hydroelcclric supply or 
lhc open.bona area ClaulandUwaten other beneficial use. 
and/or 2) Aqualic habit.% for under nonnaJ hi&h 

nonfiah aqualic waler !low conditions 
2) Pilh alway1 or epccieo. after oomplotion of 
ec:uonally preeenl timber opcnlio.111 . 
onsilc, includa 3) l!scludet Clan m 
habit.% to 1Ullain watentbatarc 
fiab miplion and tributary to Cius I 
opo.wnina. walcn. 

Water Cius 

Slope Cius (") 

Cius I 

Width 
Feet 

Prolection 
Meuurc 

ClauU 

Width 
Feet 

Prolection 
Meuurc 

c1u1m 

Width IProlection 
Feet M...ure 

Cius rv 
Width 
Feet 1~Meuuren 

(-916.4(c)) l-916.4(c)) 
l-936.4(c)) 1- 936.4(c)J 
1-m.4(c)I l-9'6.4(c)J 

<30 15 BOG so BEi See CFH See CPI 

30-SO 100 BOG 15 Bl!I See CFH See CPI 

>SO 1s<12 ADO tool Bl!I See CFH See CPI 

I • See Section 916.S(e) for letter deeiptiODB application to lbi1 table. 

2 • Subtnct SO feet width for cable Yardina operatiODJ. 

3 • Subtnct 25 feet width for cable yardin1 opereti0111. 


916.6, 936.6, 956.6 Altematin Watercourse and Lake Precedion [All Dlstrida] 
(a) Alternative prescriptions for the protection ofWltetCOUl'Mll and lakes may be developed by the RPF 

or proposed by the Director on a site-specific basis provided the followina conditions are complied with 
and the alternative prescriptiom will achieve compliance with the standards set forth in 14 CCR 916.3 
(936.3, 956.3) and 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)]. 

(1) The following information regarding an alternative prescription shall be included in the lHP: 
(A) An identification of each standard prescription which would be replaced by the altt.mative 

prescription. 
(B) An identification of any beneficial uses of wltet or other features listed in 14 CCR 916.4(b) 

[936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)] which may be adversely affected by the replaced standard prescription and the 
alternative practice. 

(C) An evaluation of any significant effecu on such beneficial uses or features due to 
implementation of the alternative prescription. 

(D) A clear and complete Qplanation and justification as to the reasons why, given site-specific 
technical, environmental, economic, or institutional consider1tions, an alternative prescription is needed. 
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The reasons given must include at least one of the following: 
(u) Implementation of the specified standard prescriptions would not be feasible. 
(bb) Implementation of the specified standard prescription(s) would not adequately prevent or 

reduce damage to the quality and beneficial uses of water. 
(cc) Implementation of the proposed alternative prescription would provide equal or areater 

protection, including all proposed mitigations for the quality and beneficial uses of water and those 
features listed In 916.4(b) [936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)] than would implementation of the specified standard 
prescriptions. 

(E) A plan for evaluating the results ofthe proposed alternative practice by either the plan submitter 
or the Director. The plan must include the criteria and procedures for evaluating and inspecting each 
approved alternative practice. 

(2) The alternative measures stated in the plan shall be written so that they provide clear, enforceable 
standards for the guidance of the timber operator. 

(3) Prior to beginning or continuing an operation in which alternative measures have been added to an 
approved THP in regard to watercourse and lake protection measures, the timber operator shall 
acknowledge the new specifications by signing and filing with the director, a copy of the amended plan. 

(b) The director shall not accept for inclusion in a TIIP alternative watercourse and lake protection 
measures which do not meet the standard of subsection (a) of this section. In the event that written 
comments received from two or more agencies listed in 4582.6 PRC and 14 CCR 1037.3 and which 
participated in review of the plan, including on-the-ground inspection, lead to the conclusion that the 
proposed alternative does not meet the 
criteria of 14 CCR 916.S [936.5, 956.S], and is therefore not consistent with rules of the Board, the 
director shall reject the proposed alternative. 

(c) Alternative practices stated in an approved 11IP shall have the same force and authority as those 
practices required by the standard rule. 

916.7, 936.7, 956.7 Reduction of Soll Loes [All Districts] 
Within the watercourse and lake protection r.one adjacent to Class I and Class D waters, areas where 

mineral soil exceeding 800 continuous square feet in size, exposed by timber operations, shall be treated 
for reduction of soil loss. Treatment shall be done prior to October 15th except that such bare areas 
created after October 15th except that such bare areas created after October 15th shall be so treated within 
10 days, or as agreed to by the Director. Stabilization measures shall be included and explained in the 
11IP or other required notices. Stabilization measures shall be selected that will prevent significant 
movement of soil into Class I and D waters and may include, but need not be limited to, mulchin&, rip­
rapping, arass seeding, or chemical soil stabilizers. 

(a) This section does not apply to the traveled surface of roads. Erosion control measures on road 
surfaces are specified in 14 CCR 923 [943, 963). 

(b) Where necessary to protect beneficial uses of water from timber operations, protection measures, 
such as seeding, mulching, or replanting, shall be specified to retain and improve the natural ability of 
the ground cover within the standard width of the WLPZ to filter sediment, minimize soil erosion, and 
stabilize banks of watercourses and lakes. 

916.8, 936.8, 956.8 Sensitive Watersheds [All Districts] 
The Board, at apublic hearing, shall determine whether nominated planning watersheds are "aemitive• 

to further timber operations. Classification of a watershed as "sensitive• shall be supported by 
substantial evidence that a condition, or conditions, exist(s) where further timber operations within the 
planning watershed will create a reasonable potential to cause, or contribute to ongoing, significant 
adverse cumulative effect(s) on the resources identified in 916.8(a)(3) [936.8(a)(3), 9S6.8(a)(3)), and as 
set forth in Technical Rule Addendum No. 2 (14 CCR 912.9)(932.9, 952.9) and that mltigation of such 
significant cumulative effects requires the application of protection measures not required by the Forest 
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Practice Rules. For all plannin& watersheds classified as "sensitive•, the Board shall identify the specific 
resources which are aemltlve to further timber operations and specific mitl&ation measures that will 
provide the necessary protection of the sensitive resource(s). A Board findin& that a plannin& watershed 
is no longer sensitive shall be supported by substantial evidence that such conditions no Ionier exist. 
Unless and until a plannin& watershed(•) is classified as aemitlve and any necessary rulamking 
completed, the exlstin& rules shall apply: 

(a) Nomination proaa: The Director, local, state, or federal qencies and the public may nominate 
plannin& watersheds to the Board and shall provide evidence supporting classification of the watershed 
as sensitive. The nomimtor shall discuss the effects that further timber operations will have on the 
specific resources identified In 14 CCR 916.8(1)(3) [936.8(a)(3), 956.8(a)(3)] which are at risk within 
the nominated watershed and specify those effects notsufficiently addressed under the forest practice rules 
and discuss the si&nJficance of the effects In lipt of the condition of the resources In areas adjacent to 
the plannin& watershed. Such nominations must be accompanied by the followin& information, 
descriptions, documents, or maps as 1ppropriate: 

1. Name, approximate size and location of the watershed(a) identified by county, township and range, 
and name(s) of USGS topo&r1phlc map(s) on which the plannin& watershed is found. 

2. The name of the hi&her-order stream, if any, to which the watershed is tributary. 
3. Specific resources that are si&nlficantly threatened by further timber operations on non-federal 

timberland in the nominated watershed, includin&, as 1ppropriate, but not limited to: 
A. Fish, aquatic organis~, aquatic habitat, or riparian habitat; 
B. Domestic and other water supplies, water quality, other beneficial uses of water existing at the 

time of nomination or facton related to the stream system and channel morphology. 
C. Downstream reservoirs, navi&able channels, water diversion and transport facilities, estuaries, and 

harbon; 
D. WildJife species, or the habitat ofspecies, listed under awe or federal law as rare, threatened or 

endanaered, candidate, or aensitive, includina discussion of the habitat features threatened by timber 
operations; 

E. Wildlife species with narrow aeoaraPhiC ranie, low density, low reproductive rates, and hi&hly 
dependent on localized habitat features, includin& discussion of the habitat features threatened by timber 
operations and a discussion of why protective measures are required to prevent a loss of population 
viability. 

4. Natural or management-Induced conditions present In the watershed which pose a sipificant threat 
to the resources identified in 14 CCR 916.8(a)(3) [936.8(a)(3) and 9S6.8(a)(3)], above, including, as 
1ppropriate, but not limited to: 

A. Steep slopes and easily destabilized soils; 
B. Continuina landslide or soil erosion problems related to past or onaoina land-use activities; 
C. Extensive around disturbance, particularly associated with roads, skid trails, landinas. and 

watercoune crossin&s; 
D. Accelerated lllfadation, streambanil: erosion, and channel scourina; 
E. Chanaes in the habitat or condition of wildlife species Identified in 14 CCR 916.8(a)(3) 

[936.8(a)(3) and 956.8(1)(3)], above. 
F. Accelerated rates of proposed road construction or timber harvestin& within a watenhed or near 

streams or aprin&s. 
5. Approved Habitat Conservation Plans or other documents approved or under review by public 

agencies within the nominated watershed which provide for maintenance or improvement over time of 
management induced conditions within or adjacent to the plannina watershed or forest district. 

6. Sugested, feasible mitigation measures needed, in addition to current forest practice rules, to 
provide adequate protection for resources identified in 14 CCR 916.8(aX3) [936.8(a)(3) and 956.8(a)(3)], 
above, and to mitigate or avoid new or continuin& si&nificant cumulative effects related to timber 
operations, includin1, but not limited to, restoration or rehabilitation of degraded resources within any 
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portion of the proposed sensitive watershed. 
7. Other information about the watershed that may assist the Board to evaluate the nomination. 
8. Literature citations, expert written opinion, and other relevant sources of information and, where 

possible, copies of information used to complete the nomination. 
9. A list of names and mailing addresses of the following: 
A. Landowners of 40 acres or more of lands zoned for timber production in the planning watershed; 
B. Public water purveyors and known private purveyors within the planning watershed; 
C. Commonly known watershed associations within the planning watershed; 
D. Commonly known neighborhood or community associations within the planning watershed; 
E. Chairman, county board of supervisors; 
F. Chairman, county planning commission; 
G. Local manager for any public agency having custodial responsibility for timberlands within the 

planning watershed; and 
H. District or local representatives for review team agencies. 

10. A draft notice for newspaper publication containing the information in (a)(l)-(3), a statement that 
a public hearing will be scheduled before the Board within 60 days of Board receipt of a nomination 
forwarded by the committee, and a statement that further information can be obtained from the local 
Department Ranger Unit Headquarters. 

(b) Notice Process: The Board shall mail notice of the nominated watershed, as provided in (a)lO, to 
the addresses ofparties described in 9 A-H and shall publish the provided notice one time in a newspaper 
with general circulation in the county containing the planning watershed. Such notice shall be provided 
following a determination that information contained in the nomination meets the requirements of 14 CCR 
916.S(a) [936.8(a) and 956.S(a)], above. 

(c) Screening Process: Before consideration by the Board, nominations shall be screened for 
compliance with the informational requirements by a nominations review committee, which may consist 
of the appropriate District Technical Advisory Committee or other Board Committee, as determined by 
the Board. The nominations review committee shall consult with CDF, the appropriate Regional Water 
Quality Control Board, the Department of Fish and Game, the Division of Mines and Geology, and 
other(s) as deemed n~sary to determine whether the nomination is supported by substantial evidence. 
The nominations review committee shall then forward a recommendation for approval or denial of the 
nomination to the Board within 120 days of the date of receipt by the committee, or such longer time 
provided by the Board. The nominations review committee shall describe its specific reason(s) for 
recommending approval or denial of the nomination. 1n the event that the committee forwards a 
recommendation for approval, it shall describe the substantial evidence which supports nomination, 
including specific reasons why the current forest practice rules are inadequate to protect the specific 
resources at risk and shall provide the following information: 

1. A list of which resource is threatened and by which timber operations; 
2. If possible, performance standard(s) for timber operations tliat will avoid or mitigate new or 

continuing significant cumulative effects; 
3. Additional information that is needed for evaluating the impacts of proposed timber operations and 

is to be included in harvesting plans submitted in the planning watershed; 
4. On-site mitigation measures in addition to the current forest practice rules, which can be required 

by the Director to mitigate the impacts of timber operations within the watershed; 
5. Offsite mitigation measures that can be applied within or outside of the sensitive watershed area to 

offset advene on-site impacts of timber operations. If such mitigation measures are proposed to protect 
the resource discussed in subdivision (a)(3)(A) and (B), they must occur in the same drainage. Such 
measures may include, but are not limited to, voluntary mitigation agreements among ownerships. 

6. Ifneeded, recommended alternatives to evaluate the implementation and effectiveness of mitigations 
required under this section. 

7. Exemptions for ownerships, emergencies, or land-use classifications that are different than those 
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provided in the current forest practice reJUlations and that may be 1pplied in the w1tershed. 
(cl) Public beuin1 Process: 1be Board shall consider the recommendations ofthe nominations review 

committee at a public hearin& on classification of the planning watershed, which will be held within 60 
days of receipt from the committee. The watershed nomination and recommendations of the committee 
will be made available to the public between the date of receipt by the Board and the public bearing. 
Recommendations adopted by the Board which have the effect of a reJUlation shall be processed in 
accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act (Section 11340. et seq. Gov. Code). 

916.9 Exclusion of Material from SCttams and Lalm [Cout] 
The timber operator shall not discharge soil, silt, bark, slash, sawdust, petroleum, or other organic and 

earthen material from any toning, construction or associated activity Into any stream or lake in quantities 
deleterious to fish, wildlife, or other beneficial uses of water. 

916.10, 936.10, 956.10 Domeldc Water Supply Protection [All Dlatridl] 
(•) When proposed timber operations may threaten to degrade a domestic water supply the Director 

shall evaluate any mitigations recommended prior to the close of the public comment period (PRC 
4582.7) and shall require the adoption of those practices which are feasible and neceuary to protect the 
quality and beneficial use of the supply. 

(b) The Director may require a post-harvest evaluation of the effectiveness of the mitigations and 
practices designed to protect the domestic water supply as a condition of plan 1pproval. The Director 
shall require an evaluation at the request of the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, or any 
affected water purveyor, if the necessity for the evaluation is supported by substantial evidence in the 
record. This evidence may include, but is not limited to, potentlal land failures, accelerated rate of road 
construction or harvesting within a Wllershed, concentration or intensity of harvesting activity near 
streams or springs. The design and implementation of the evaluation shall be done in consultation with 
the Director, 1ppropriate RWQCB, and THP submitter, and the sufficiency of the information requested 
by the Director shall be judged in light of reasonableness and practicality. 

916.11, 936.11, 956.11 Rule. Enluation [All Dislridl] 
In December 1994 the Director shall provide the Board with a repon on the rules within this article. 

The repon shall identify and discuss any problem in the implementation of the rules or in the 
effectiveness of the rules to assure maintenance of the quality and beneficial uses of water. 

Article 7 Huard Reduction 

917, 937, 957 Huard Reduction [All Diltridl] 
Thia article shall provide standarda for the treatment of1111p and lo&&ina stub in order to reduce fire 

and pest safety haunls in the touin& area, to protect such area from potential insect and disease attack, 
and to prepare the area for natural or artificial reforestation while retlinini wildlife habitat. 

917.2, 937.2, 957.2 Tratmfllt of Slash to Reduce Ftre Huard [All Dislridl] 
Except In the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District and Coastal Commission Special 

Treatment Areas of the Coast Forest District, the followin& atandarda shall 1pply to the treatment ofalub 
created by timber opa-ations within the plan area and on roads adjacent to the plan area, but excluding 
appurtenant roads. Lopping for fire hazard reduction is defiiied in 14 CCR 89S.l. 

(a) Slub to be treated by piling and burning shall be treated not later than April 1 of the year following 
its creation, or within 30 days following climatic access, or as justified in the plan. 

(b) Within 100 ft. of the edge of the traveled surface of public roads, and within SO ft. of the edge of 
the traveled surface of permanent private roads open for public use where germissioo to pass is not 
required, slash created and trees knocked down by road construction or timber operations shall be treated 
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by lopping for fire hazard reduction, piling and burning, chipping, buryina or removal from the zone. 
(c) All woody debris created by timber operations greater than one inch but less than eight inches in 

diameter within 100 ft. of permanently located structures maintained for human habitation abaJI be 
removed or piled and burned; all slash created between 100-200 ft. of permanently located structures 
maintained for human habitation shall be lopped for fire hazard reduction, removed, chipped or piled and 
burned; lopping may be required between 200-SOO ft. where unusual fire risk or hazard exist as 
determined by the Director or the RPF. 

(d) An alternative to treating slash Ilona raids and within 200 ft. of structures may be approved by 
the Director when the RPF explains and justifies in the plans bow equal fire protection will be provided. 
The alternative &ball include a description of the alternate treatment(&) and the portion(s) of the plan area 
in which they will be utilized. In proposing alternate slash treatments the RPF shall consider the 
estimated amount and distribution of slash to be created by the operation, type of remaining vegetation, 
topography, climate, and degree of public exposure fire history. 

917.3 Prescribed Broadcast Bum1111 or Sluh [Cout) 
Outside the Southern Subdistrict, broadcast burning may be prescribed for slash treatment subject to the 

following conditions: 
(a) It may occur in Z.One A, u described in PRC 4423, subject to a project-type burning perm.it; 
(b) It may occur in Z.One B, as described in PRC 4423, without a burning permit from December 1 

through March 31, unless a perm.it is required punuant to paragraph (e), or subject to the provisions of 
a project-type burning permit between April 1 and December 1; 

(c) It may occur within cleared firebreaks of not less than 10 ft. (3.0S m) in width; 
(d) Use of the broadcast burning prescription in the Watercourse and Lake Protection Z.One for Class 

I, and D waters, is prohibited. Where necessary to protect downstream beneficial uses, the director may 
prohibit burning prescriptions in Class mwatercourses. 

(e) Exceptions to requirements (b), (c), and (d) above may be granted to any time of year provided a 
project-type burning permit is obtained prior to burning and the terms of the permit are adhered to while 
burning. 

937.3, Prescribed Broadcast BumiD& or Slash [NorthemJ 
Broadcast burning may be prescribed for slash treatment subject to the following conditions: 
(a) Such burning abaJI be done only after the first heavy fall rains and shall be completed before April 

1.· 
(b) It may occur within cleared firebreaks of not less than 10 ft. (3.0S m) In width; 
(c) Use of the broadcast burning prescription of the Stream and Lake Protection Z.One for Class I, and 

lass U, is prohibited. Where necessary to protect downstream beneficial uses, the director may prohibit 
burning prescriptions in Class m watercourses; 

(d) Exceptions to requirements (a), (b) and (c) above may be granted provided a project-type burning 
permit is obtained prior to burning and the tenns of the permit are adhered to while burning. 

957.3, Prescribed Broadcast BumiD& or Slash [Soutbem) 
Outside the High Use Subdistrict, broadcast burning may be prescribed for slash treatment subject to 

the following conditions: 
(a) Such burning shall be done only after the first heavy fall rains and shall be completed before April 

1; 
(b) It may occur within cleared firebreaks of not less than 10 ft. (3.0S m) in width; 
(c) Use of the broadcast burning prescription of the Stream and Lake Protection Z.One for Class I, and 

lass n. is prohibited. Where necessary to protect downstream beneficial use&, the director may prohibit 
burning prescriptions in Class m Wlletcourses; 

(d) Exceptions to requirements (a), (b) and (c) above may be granted provided a project-type burning 
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pennit is obtained prior to burning and the terms of the permit are ldhered to while burning. 

917.4 Treatment or Logging Slash In the Southern Subdlatrlct [Coast] 
To reduce fire hazards within the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District, treatment of slash 

created by timber operations shall be done in addition to requirements of 14 CCR 917.2 as follows: 
(a) To provide more efficient firebreaks the areas within SO feet (15.24 m) of the ed&e of an public 

roads shall be kept free ofslash greater than 1 in. (2.S cm) in diameter. Slash between SO ft. (15.24 m) 
and 100 ft. (30.48 m) of the edge of uid roads and slash within 200 ft. (60.96 m) of all permanently 
located structures currently maintained for human habi!Jltion shall be treated by piling and burning, 
chipping, burying, removal, or loppin& to within 12 in. (30.S cm) above the ground not later than April 
1 of the year following its creation. Distances shall be measured along the surface of the &round. 
Timber operations shall not cause a violation ofPRC 4291. 

(b) Concentrations of slash created by the current operation around logaing landings or located within 
the logaing area excluding those areas substantially covered with logs on the ground, shall be crushed, 
chipped, spread, piled and burned, or othuwise treated no later than April 1st of the following year 
following their creation. 

(c) Slash created by the current timber operation within and adjacent to the logaing area, excluding 
those areas substantially covered with lo&s on the ground, shall be lopped over the entire logaing area 
by April 1st of the year following the creation of the slash. Slash created by the current operations along 
roads not in the logaing area shall be lopped concurrently with its creation. 

(d) Use of the broadcast burning prescription for slash is prohibited in the Southern Subdistrict of the 
Coast Forest District. 

957.4 Treatmmt or Logins Slash ln the m&h Use Subdlatrlct [Southern] 
Slash in the High Use Subdistrict shall be treated as follows: 
(a) Throughout the logaing area, all limbs shall be lopped from the unutilized portions of felled trees 

and all other trees felled or pushed over during timber operations. This lopping shall be done 
concurrently with the timber operations and scattered so that no limb or stem larger than 4 in. (10.2 cm) 
in diameter will be covered with slash and no slash shall generally be more than 24 in. (61 .0 cm) above 
the &round. 

(b) Slash shall be treated by chipping, piling and burning, buryin&, or removal on the following areas 
within all distances measured along the surface to the ground. 

(1) Within a distance of 200 ft . (60.96 m) of structures used for habitation; 
(2) Within 200 ft. (60.96 m) of the edge of any road accessible to the public; 
(3) Within 100 ft. (30.48 m) of trails established for and used by the public; 
(4) Within a distance of 200 feet (60.96 m) of areas established for and used by the public for 

picnicking or camping. 
(c) Slash treatment must be done concurrently with logging or road construction. On areas logged 

between April 1st and October 1st, if the slash is not disposed of in some other manner, it shall be piled 
progressively for burning. Pilin& shall not take place earlier than the 15th day nor later than the 4Sth day 
following cuttina. Between October 1st and April 1st of the following year, the slash to be burned shall 
be progressively piled and burned not later than 30 days following cutting. 

(d) Prescribed broadcast burning of slash is allowed in the High Use Subdistrict when a permit is 
obtained from the Director or bis representative. 

917.5, 937.5, 957.5 Burnin1 or Plies and Concentrations or Slash [All Districts with minor 
ftl'iances] 

When the option of burning piles or concentrations of slash is chosen to meet the slash treatment 
requirements as specified in these rules, such burning shall be done as follows: 

(a) Piles and concentrations shall be sufficiently free of soil and other noncombustible material for 
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effective burning. 
(b) The piles and ooncentrations shall be burned at a safe time during the first wet fall or winter weather 

or other safe period following piling and according to laws and regulations. Piles and concentrations that 
fail to bum sufficiently to remove the fire hazard shall be further treated to eliminate that hazard. All 
necessary precautions shall be taken to confine such burning to the piled slash. 

917.6, 937.6, 951.6 Notlftaitlon or Bumin& [All Distric:ta] 
The local representative of the Director shall be notified in advance of the time and place ofany burning 

of loging slash. Any burnin& shall be done in the manner provided by Law. 

917.7, 937.7, 957. 7 Protection or Residual Trees [All Districts] 
Slash burning operations and fire hazard abatement operations shall be conducted in a manner which 

will not damage residual trees and reproduction to the extent that they will not qualify to meet the 
silvicultural and stocking requirements of the rules. 

917.9, 937.9, 957.9 Prevention Pradlces [All Districts] 
Timber operations shall be conducted so as to minimize the build-up of destructive insect populations 

or the spread of forest diseases. To achieve this goal the following shall occur: 
(a) Where THPs are in areas where the Board ofForestry bas declared a z.one of infestation or infection 

pursuant to PRC sections 4712 - 4718, the RPF shall identify feasible measures being taken to mitigate 
adverse infestation or infection impacts from the timber operation. 

(b) Where significant adverse insect or disease build-ups are identified by the RPF preparing the plan 
or the Director on an area to be harvested under a THP, the plan shall include feasible measures to 
address the problem. 

(c) The Board of Forestry bas determined that insects breeding in pine logging slash can be a 
significant problem if they are not manaaed. Board of Forestry Technical Rule Addendum Number 3 
describes the considerations that a RPF preparing a THP shall use in developing alternatives for treating 
pine brood material. The addendum also describes methods of treating pine brood material that may be 
used to meet the objectives of this rule. The RPF may propose or the Director may require hazard 
reduction treatments to mitigate significant adverse impacts of insects breeding in pine brood material at 
any time during the life of a THP. 

BOARD OF FORESTRY TECHNICAL RULE ADDENDUM NO. 3 
BROOD MATERIAL 

A. Huard Deeennlnatlon ­
- Tree mortality and top killing result when lps beetle populations reproduce and increase in pine 

brood material l/ and then leave this material and attack pines in the residual stand. Hazard increases 
with the amount of pine brood material present. 

Any suitable breeding material, including pine logs from recently felled trees, represents a 
hazard as long IS it remains on site long enough for the beetles to complete a life cycle in it. During 
suitable weather, the life cycle may be IS short IS five weeks. Piling ofbrood material is more hazardous 
than leaving it spread-out on the around. 

- Tlmini of brood material production may influence hazard. Hazard is presumed to be hipest 
when pine brood material is produced from February throuJh June and moderate when produced at other 
times of the year. At no time is hazard presumed to be low. In some parts of the Southern Forest 
District, hazard is presumed to be high year round, regardless of when the brood material WIS produced. 

- Age, size, and species of residual trees influence hazard. Young pole size stands of pine are 
most susceptible to dama&e. Tree species other than pine are not damaged by insects that breed in pine 
brood material. Brood material from tree species other than pine generally does not contribute to the 
build-up of damaging beetle populations. 
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- Low vigor residual trees are at greatest risk. Historically, drought stressed, suppressed, and 
overstocked stands have been identified as high risk:. Off-site, diseased, damaged, and overmature trees 
are also at risk. 

- Ifdamaging insect populations are high, hazard will be greater. High beetle populations have 
the potential to damage more than just low vigor trees. Chronic pine monality in the area should be 
evaluated to detennine if high beetle populations are present. An established Zone of Infestation for pine 
bark beetles implies that conditions are appropriate for the build-up of beetle populations. 

- Potential for the spread ofdamaging insects to adjacent ownerships should be considered. The 
closer the ownership, the greater the risk. Generally, ownerships beyond one quarter of a mile will have 
little or no risk. 

- Value of residual trees should be considered. How much loss to residuals is acceptable? 
B. Hazard Reduction Tnatment Altemati-.es ­

Any treatment to reduce hazard should apply to the entire area where a hazard has been determined to 
exist, including the area where lopping for fire hazard reduction has been used. Treatment alternatives 
include modification of the brood material so that it is less suitable as a breeding site for beetles or 
methods to reduce beetle populations that have developed. Specific Treatment Alternatives applied to pine 
brood material are as follows: 

(1) The following treatments are acceptable provided they are completed before insect broods emerge 
from infested material . During weather that is suitable for brood development, a five week window is 
the maximum time that should elapse between creation ofbrood material and its treatment by one of the 
following methods: brood material can be removed from the site for processing or disposal; if left on­
site, it can be piled and burned, chipped, debarked, treated with an appropriate pesticide, or piled and 
covered with clear plastic. If brood material is piled and covered, the plastic used must be a minimum 
of 6 mil thick; piles must be completely sealed by the plastic so that there are no openings to the outside 
and remain covered for 6 months (or 4 months if at least 2 summer months are included). 

(2) The following treatment is acceptable, provided It is completed as soon after brood material creation 
as is practical, but not later than one week:. Lop all branches from the sides and tops of those portions 
of main stems which are 3" or more in diameter. Branches shall be scattered so that stems have 
maximum exposure to solar radiation. Do not pile brood material. Lopped stems could also be cut into 
short segments to decrease drying time and further reduce hazard. 

(3) Burying brood material will prevent it from being colonized by beetles, but may not prevent 
emergence of the beetles. Therefore, it must be buried before becoming infested. During suitable 
weather, brood material must be buried concurrent with its creation. "Suitable" weather depends upon 
location. In areas that receive snowfall, suitable weather generally exists from April 15 - October 15. 
Jn other areas, suitable weather exists from March I - November 30. 

217.10. 237.10. 257.10 Preymtion Pnctim 
Adverse insect and diswe impd shall be identified by the Registered Professional Forester in the 

timber harvesting plan and mitigatigg measures shall be prescribed to improye the health and proc!uctivitv 
of the timber stand, Tjmber gperatjons shall be cogductecl so as to mioimiu the build-up of destructive 
insect populations or the spread of forest djswes 

217.11. 931.11. 257.11 Locatin& and Report.Ina [All Distric:UJ 
Timber operators, timber owners and RPFs, if any, employed on the operation, shall assist the State 

in determining the location of insect and disease outbreaks, and report such outbreaks to the Director or 
a representative of the Director. 
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Artide 8 Fire Protection 

918, m. 958 Fire Protection [Cout, Northm!, Southern] 
When burnin& permits are required punuant to Public Resource code 4423, timber operaton shall: 
(a) Observe the fire prevention and control rules within this article, and 
(b) Submit each year, either before April lat or before the start of timber operations, a fire suppression 

resources Inventory to the Department as required by the rules. 

918.1, 938.1, 958.1 Fire Suppression Resource ln•mlor1 [All Districts] 
The Fire Suppression Resource Inventory shall include, as a minimum, the followin& information: 
(a) Name, address and 24-hour telephone number of an Individual and an alternate who has authority 

to respond to Department requesta for resources to suppress fires. 
(b) Number of Individuals available for fire fightin& duty and their skills. 
(c) Equipment available for fire fightin&. The Fire Suppression Resource Inventory shall be submitted 

to the ranger unit headquarters office of the Department having jurisdiction for the timber operation. 

918.3, 938.3, 958.3 Roads to be Kept Puaable [All Districts] 
Timber operaton shall keep all loging truck roads in a passable condition during the dry season for 

fire truck travel until snai and slash disposal has been completed. 

918.4, 938.4, 958.4 Smoldn& and Matches [All Distrlds] 
Subject to any law or ordinance probibitin& or otherwise regulatin& amok.Ing, smoking by persons 

engqed in timber operations shall be limited to occulons where they are not moving about and are 
confined to cleared landings and areas of bare soil at least three feet (.914 m) in diameter. Burning 
material shall be extinguished in such areas of bare soil before dlscardin&. The timber operator shall 
specify procedures to pide actions of bis employees or other persons in his employment consistent with 
this subsection. 

918.5, 938.5, 958.5 Lunch and Warmin& Fires [All Districts] 
Subject to any law or ordinance regulating or prohibiting fires, wanning fires or other fires used for 

the comfort or convenience ofemployees or other persons engqed in timber operations shall be limited 
to the followin& condition: 

1. There shall be a clearance of 10 feet (3.0S m) or more from the perimeter of such fires and 
flammable vegetation or other substances conducive to the spread of fire. 

2. Warming fire shall be built in a depression in the soil to bold the ash created by such fires. 
3. The timber operator shall establish procedures to pide actions of hil employees or other persons in 

their employment regardin& the setting, maintenance, or use of such fires that are consistent with (a) and 
(b) of this subsection. 

918.6, 938.6, 958.6 Postln& Proceduns [All Distrlds] 
Tunber operatOn shall post notices which set forth lists of procedures that they have established 

consistent with Sections 918.4 (938.4,958.4) and 918.5 (938.5, 958.5). Such notices shall be posted in 
sufficient quantity and location throughout their loain& areas so that all employees, or other persons 
employed by them to work, shall be informed of such procedures. Timber operators shall provide for 
diligent supervision [Southern and enforcement of such procedures throughout their operations. 

918.7, 938.7, 958.7 Blaslin& and Weldin& [All Dbtricts] 
Timber operators shall provide for a diligent fire wl1Cb service at the scene of any bluting or welding 

operations conducted on their logging areas to prevent and extinilJish fires resulting from such operations. 
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918.8, 938.8, 951.8 lmpection ror Fire [All Districts) 
The timber operator or his/her aaent shall conduct a diligent aerial or ground inspection within the first 

two houn after cessation offellina, yarding, or loading operations each day during the dry period when 
fire Is likely to spread. The penon conducting the inspection shall have adequate communication 
available for prompt reporti.Da of any fire that may be decected. 

918.10, 938.10, 951.10 Cable Blocb [All Districts) 
Durina the period when burnina permits are required, all tail and aide blocks on a cable settiDa shall 

be located in the center of an area that is either cleared to mineral 
soil or covered with a fireproof blanket that is at least IS ft. in diameter. A shovel and an operational 

full fivo-aallon back pump or a fire extinguisher bearing a label showina at least a 4A ratin& must be 
located within 2S feet of each such block before yarding. 

Article 9 Wildlire Protecdon Practlcm 

919, 939, 959 Wildlife Practice (All Districts) 
Timber operations shall be planned and conducted to maintain suitable habitat for wildlife species as 

specified by the provisions ofthis Article. These provisions are in addition to those directly or indirectly 
provided in other rules of the Board of Forestry. 

919.1, 939.1, 959.1 Snag Retenllon [All Districts) 
Within the Iopa area all snaas shall be retained to provide wildlife habitat except as follows: 
(a) If required by the Director during the review of a lHP, snaas over 20 ft. In height and 16 in. dbh 

shall be felled in the following locations: 
(1) Within 100 ft. of main ridee tops that are suitable for fire suppression and delineated on a THP 

map. 
(2) For hazard reduction within 100 feet of all public roads, permanent roads, seasonal roads, 

landin&s, and railroads. 
(b) Where federal and state safety laws and regulations require the felling of snags. 
(c) Within 100 ft. of structures maintained for human habitation. 
(d) Merchantable snags in any location as provided for in the plan, or 
(e) Snags whose falling Is required for insect or disease control. 
(f) When proposed by the RPF; where It is explained and justified that there will not be a significant 

impact to wildlife habitat needs or there is a threat to human health or safety, including fire where the 
Director determines a high hazard exists. 

919.2, 939.2, 959.2 General ProCectlon or Nest Sites [All Districts) 
The followin& general standard& for protection of Sensitive species shall apply: 
(a) A prHiarvest inspection will normally be required when It Is known or suspected !bat the minimum 

buffer r.one surroundina an active nest of a Sensitive species is in or extends onto an area proposed for 
timber operations. When the California Department of Forestry is already familiar with the site, the 
Director, after consultation with the Department of Fish and Game, may waive this requirement. 

(b) Durina timber operations, nest tree(s), designated perch trees(s), screening tree(s), and replacement 
trees(s), shall be left standina and unharmed except as otherwise provided in these followin& rules. 

(c) Timber operations shall be planned and operated to commence as far as possible from occupied nest 
trees unless explained and justified by the RPF in the lHP. 

(d) When an occupied nest site of a listed bird species is discovered during timber operations, the 
timber operator shall protect the nest tree, screening trees, perch trees, and replacement trees and shall 
apply the provisions ofsubsections (b) and (c) above and shall immediately notify the Department ofFish 
and Game and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. An amendment that shall be considered 

70 

http:reporti.Da


CALIFORNIA FORESI' PRACTICE RULF.S 

a minor amendment to the timber harvesting plan shall be filed reflecting such additional protection as 
is agreed between the operator and the Director after consultation with the Department ofFish and Game. 

919.3, 939.3, 959.3 Spednc Requirements for Protection of Nest Sites [All Dlstricta] 
The following requirements shall apply to nest sites containing active nests and not to nest sites 

containing only abandoned nests. 
(a) Buffer zones shall be established around all nest trees containing active nests. The buffer zones shall 

be designed to best protect the n.est site and nesting birds from the effects of timber operations. In 
consultation with the Department ofFish and Game, and as approved by the Director, the RPF shall flag 
The location of the boundaries of the buffer zone, and the configuration of the buffer zone. Consultation 
with the Department of Fish and Game shall be required pursuant to 14 CCR 898. Consideration shall 
be given to the specific habitat requirements of the bird species involved when confiJllflllon and 
boundaries of the buffer zone are established. 

(b) The size of the buffer zone for each species shall be as follows: 
(1) For the Bald Eagle and Peregrine Falcon, the buffer zone shall be a minimum of ten acres in size. 

The Director may increue the buffer zone beyond 4-0 acres in size so that timber operations will not 
result in a "take" of either species. The Director shall develop the buffer zone in consultation with the 
Department of Fish and Game and the RPF. 

(2) For the Golden Eagle, the buffer zone shall be a minimum of eight acres in size. 
(3) For the Great Blue Heron and Great Egret, the buffer :zone shall consist of the area within a 300 

ft. radius of a tree or trees containing a group of five or more active nests in close proximity as 
determined by the Department of Fish and Game. 

(4) For the Northern Goshawk, the buffer :zone shall be a minimum of five acres in size. When 
explained and justified in writing, the Director may increue the size of the buffer zone to a maximum 
of20 acres when necessary to protect nesting birds. 

(5) For the Osprey, the buffer zone shall be up to five acres in size. When explained and justified in 
writing, the Director may increue the size of the buffer :zone to a maximum of 18 acres when necessary 
to protect nesting birds. 

(c) The following year around restrictions shall apply within the buffer zone. 
(1) For the Bald Eagle, no clear cutting is allowed within the buffer zone. Selection, commercial 

thinning, sanitation-salvage, and the shelterwood regeneration method, except for the removal step, are 
permitted if all trees are marked prior to preharvest inspection. All nest trees containing active nests, 
and all designated perch trees, screening trees and replacement trees, shall be left standing and unharmed. 

(2) For the Golden Eagle, no clear cutting is allowed within the buffer :zone. All nest trees containing 
active nests, and all designated perch trees, screening trees, and replacement tree, shall be left standing 
and unharmed. 

(3) For the Great Blue Heron and Great Egret, all neat trees containing active nests aball be left 
standing and unharmed. 

(4) For the Northern goshawk, designated nest trees, screening trees, perch trees, and replacement 
trees shall be left standing and unharmed. Only the commercial thinning, sanitation-salvage, and selection 
regeneration methods are permitted in the buffer zone. 

(5) For the Osprey, all designated nest trees, perch trees, screening trees, and replacement trees shall 
be left standing and unharmed. H the RPF believes that retention la not feuible, he/she may propose 
construction of an artificial nest structure as ID alternative. 

(6) For the Peregrine Falcon, where timber provides part of the immediate nesting habitat, special 
cutting prescriptiom may be required by the Director on ID area up to ten acres in size immediately 
surrounding the nest. The cutting prescriptions shall protect the nesting habitat. 

(d) Critical periods are established for each species and requirements shall apply during these critical 
periods as follows: 

(1) For the Bald Eagle, the critical period is January lS until either August IS or four weeks after 
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fledgling, as determined by the Director. During this critical period, no timber operations are permitted 
within the buffer zone. Exceptions may be approved by the Director, after consultation with the 
Department of Fish and Game to allow hauling on existing roads that normally receive use within the 
buffer zone during the critical period. 

(2) For the Golden Eagle, the critical period is January 15 until April 15 for active nests, and extended 
from April 15 until either September 1 or until the birds have fledged for occupied nests. During this 
critical period, hauling on existing roads that normally receive use during the critical period is permitted. 
Other operations are not permitted within the buffer zones. 

(3) For the Great Blue Heron and Great Egret, the critical period is February 15 until July 1 for 
coastal counties south of and including Marin County. For all other areas, the period is from March 15 
through July 15. During this critical period, timber operations within the buffer zone shall be staged with 
a gradual approach to the nest. 

(4) For the Northern Goshawk, the critical period is from March 15 until August 15. During this 
critical period, no timber operations are permitted; however, new road construction is permitted if the 
Director determines that there is no feasible alternative. Exceptions may be approved by the Director 
after consultation with the Department of Fish and Game to allow hauling on existing roads that normally 
receive use within the buffer zone during the critical period. 

(5) For the Osprey, the critical period is March 1 to April 15 for active nests in coastal counties 
including Mendocino County and those south of it. This period is extended from April 15 until August 
1 for occupied nests. For all other ares, the critical period is March 15 until May 1 for active nests, and 
is extended from May 1 to August 15 for occupied nests. During the critical period, at nest sites where 
Osprey have shown historical tolerance to disturbance, timber operations are permitted using a gradual 
approach to the nest, except that no cutting is permitted. Where Osprey are determined by the Director 
to be intolerant to timber operations, DO timber operations are permitted within the buffer zone unless the 
Director determines that there are DO feasible alternatives. 

(6) For the Peregrine Falcon, the critical period is February 1 until April 1 for active nests, and is 
extended until July 15 for occupied nests. During the critical period, no timber operations are permitted 
within the buffer zone. However, when the Director, after consultation with the Department of Fish and 
Game determines that Peregrines have shown a tolerance to hauling activity in the past, hauling on 
existing roads that normally receive use during the ·critical period within the buffer zone is permitted. 

(e) The following requirements shall apply to helicopter logging during the critical period. 
(1) For the Bald Eagle, helicopter yarding within one-quarter mile radius of the nest tree is prohibited. 

Helicopter yarding between one-quarter and one-half mile of the nest tree is permitted when timber 
operations are conducted so that helicopter yarding gradually approaches the one-quarter mile radius limit. 

(2) For the Golden Eagle and Northern Goshawk, helicopter yarding within one-quarter mile radius 
of the nest is prohibited. 

(3) For the Osprey, helicopter yarding within one-quarter mile radius of the nest is prohibited between 
April 15 and June 15. 

(4) For the Peregrine Falcon, helicopter yarding is prohibited within one-half mile of the nest. 

919.4, 939.4, 959.4 Non-listed Species [All Districts] 
Where significant adverse impacts to non-listed species are identified, the RPF and Director shall 

incorporate feasible practices to reduce impacts as described in 14 CCR 898. 

919.5, 939.5, 959.5 Alternatives [All Districts] 
The RPF may propose alternatives to the requirements of this chapter, and the Director may approve 

such alternatives provided all of the following conditions are met: 
(a) The RPF develops the alternative in consultation with the Department of Fish and Game. 
(b) The Director consults with the Department of Fish and Game and makes findings that the alternative 

conforms to (c), below, prior to approving the alternative. 
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(c) The alternative win provide protection for nesting birds and their nesting sites equal to or greater 
than the protection that would be afforded by the application of the normal rules set forth in this chapter. 

919.9, 939.9 Northern Spotted Owl [Coast, Northern] 
Every proposed timbu harvesting plan, NTMP, conversion permit, Spotted Owl Resource Plan, or 

major amendment located in the range of the northern spotted owl shall follow one of the procedures 
required in subsections (a)-(g) below for the area within the TilP boundary as shown on the TilP map 
and also for adjacent areas as specified within this section. The submitter may choose any alternative (a)­
(g) that meets the on-the-iround circumstances. The required information shall be used by the Director 
to evaluate whether or not the proposed activity would result in the "take" of an individual northern 
spotted owl. 

When subparagraphs (a), (b), or (c) are used, the Director, prior to approval of a TIIP, shall consult 
with a state employed biolo&lst designated by the Department who is accepted by the Department of Fish 
and Game 12( the Fish and Wildlife Service as having sufficient knowledge and education to determine 
harm or harassment of the Northern Spotted Owl. The biologist shall make written recommendations 
regarding whether the retained habitat configuration and protection measures proposed in the IBP will 
prevent a take of the owl. 

lbe department may desiGate independent biological consultants w ho can fulfill the reauirements 
within suhnaramph (a) of these rules. lbe plan submitter hv the discretion whether to utilize a 
desiGated independent consultant under subparagraph (a), All other requirements under the noabem 
spotted owl rules specifying a desiGated biologist are to be fulfilled by a state-employed biologjst. Io 
be desiGated by the Deoanment. the independent consultant must be accepted by either !he Depargnent 
of Fjsh and Game or the Fish and Wildlife Service. This acceotance requires !he indepeo!lept consultant 
to demonstrate, in the field, sufficient knowledge and edUcatjop to recognize and analyze data fiom field 
conditions and present infonnatjop which helps detmome hang or hamsment of the QQahem apotted 
owl. lbe same edUcational and experience criteria utilized to designate state-employed biologists will be 
applied, When a desimated independent comultant is used to fulfill the requirements of subparagraph 
Ca>. the independent consultant shall make written observations and recommendations regarding whether 
the retained habitat coofiiuration and protectjon mwurea pro.posed in the llfP will prevent a tate of the 
mil.. 

In consultation with the awe-employed designated biolo1ist, the Director may adjust standards 
established by this "'1iQQ based on site specific circumstances in a manner which .ii consistent with 
information collected on owl behavior in California, and the prohibitions of the Federal Endangered 
Species Act. 

(1) If the project proponent requests preliminary review of the proposed opention or Spotted Owl 
Resource Plan prior to filing a TIIP, a designated biologist <either statHmployed or an independent 
consultanO shall be assigned to evaluate whether the proposed operation would result in the takin& ofan 
individual northern spotted owl. 1bjs evaluation js pre!imioaO' to and sepawe from the final "tate• 
detmnipatjon to be ma!le under Section 919,10 (939,lOl. In makin& that evaluation: 

(1) lbe designated biologist shall apply the criteria aet forth in Section 919.10 (939.10]. 
(2) lbe designated biologist may request that the plan submitter provide additional information which 

the desiinated biologist finds necessary to evaluate if a "take" would occur, provided that the designated 
biolo&ist states the type of information needed, the purpose of the information, and the level of accuracy 
necessary to meet the stated purpose. 

(3) If the designated biologist concludes that no prohibited taking would occur, the biologist shall 
inform the plan submitter as soon as practicable and shall document the decision and the information 
which was relied upon by the biolo&ist in the above evaluation. Reference data shall be readily available 
for the Director's review upon request; 

(4) If the desipated biologist concludes that the proposed timber operation or Spotted Owl Resource 
Plan would result in a taking, he or she shall inform the plan submitter v soon v practicable and shall 
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comply with Section 919. lO(c) [939.lO(c)) within 10 wortio& days of makioi this determination. 
(5) Requests for pro-filing comultation shall be handled in the order in which received. 

(b) The RPF shall include the followiDg information in the 1HP: 
(1) On a plmimecric or topognphic map of a minimum 


acale of 1:2.4,000, provide the following: 

(A) The location and acreqe of owl habitat. This information &hall be ahown for the area within . 

the THP boundary both u it exista before and afte.r timber operations. The Director &hall determine if 
timber typing maps may qualify as showing owl habitat. 

(B) Identify any adjolnini owl habitat by type within . 7 miles of the 111P boundary. 
(C) When mapping functional owl nesting, roosting, and forqing habitat within the 1HP, include 


additional information which helps define those areas such as: location of topography features, riparian 

vegmtioo, hardwood c.omponent, water, potential nest and roost sites, and potential suitable forage areas. 


(D) All known owl observations, identified by location and visual or oooviaual c.onfirmatlon within 
1.3 miles of the TIIP boundary. This information shall be derived from the landowners and RPF's 
personal knowledge, and from existing spotted owl data bases available from the Califomla Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection. 

(2) Discussion on how functional characteristics ofowl habitat will be protected in tenns ofthe criteria 
stated within Section 919. lO(a) and (b) [939.lO(a) and (b)]. 

(3) As adjacent landowners permit and from other available information, a discussion ofadjacmt owl 
habitat up to . 7 mile from the proposed 1HP boundary and its importance relative to the owl habitat 
within the TIIP boundary. 

(4) Describe any proposals for monitoring owls or owl habitat which are necessary to insure their 
protection. Monitoring is not required for approval of a 1HP. 

(5) Discussion of any known owl surveys that have been 
conducted within 1.3 miles of the 1HP boundary. Include the dates, results and medlodologies used if 
known. 

(6) A proposed route that will acquaint the designated biologist and other reviewers with the important 
owl habitat of the plan. 

(7) Attach aerial photos of the area, Ifavailable. (Aerial photos are not required.) 
(c) Where certlflcatlon Is made by an RPF and adequate rec.ords are kept showing that owl surveys were 

conducted sufficient to demonstrate the absence of owls from an area, the TIIP will be reviewed on a 
high priority basis. The THP shall c.ootaiD verification that: 

(1) The surveys have been conducted throughout the area within . 7 miles of the TIIP boundary in 
acc.ordaoce with the USFWS approved protoc.ol ("Guidelines for Surveying Proposed Manqement 
Activities Which May Impact Northern Spotted Owls"; USFWS; 
March 7, 1991). 

(2) The surveys were conducted during the current or immediately preceding survey period as 
prescribed by the protocol cited in (c) (1) above. 

(3) The surveys reveal no nest sites, activity ce.oten or owl observations in the area surveyed; and 
(4) The surveys reveal no activity ceattn, active nest sites or repeated observations indicating the 

presence of mates and/or youna are within 1.3 miles of the 1HP boundary based on 1 review of the 
landowner and RPF'a personal knowledge and the Department'• spotted owl data bue. 

(d) If the plan submitter proposes to proceed under an "incidental taking" permit or any other permit 
covering the Northern spotted owl issued by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the plan submitter shall 
supply a copy of the permit upon the Department's request. 

(e) If the plan submitter proposes to proceed pursuant to the outcome of a dhcu.ssioo of the proposed 
11IP between the plan submitter and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the plan submitter shall submit 
written documentation in the form of a letter prepared by the RPF that the described or proposed 
management prescription is acceptable to the USFWS. 
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(t) If: 
(I) The plan submitter's proposed operations were reviewed by a designated biologist under Section 

919.9(a) [939.9(a)]; and 
(2) The designated biologist recommended minimum modifications to tbe proposed operations which 

would be necessary to bring the impacts to a level at which no "take" would occur and the plan submitter 
has adopted those recommendations; and 

(3) The proposed operations remain substantially the same as the operations which the designated 
biologist reviewed, tbe plan submitter shall provide a copy of the recommendations made by tbe 
designated biologist and the plan submitter shall explain how the proposed operations comply with tbose 
recommendations. 

(g) Where a nest site or activity center has been located within the THP boundary or within 1.3 miles 
of that boundary, an RPF shall determine and document within the THP that the habitat described in (1)­
(S) below will be retained after the proposed operations are completed: 

(I) Within SOO ft. of the active nest site or pair activity center the characteristics of functional nesting 
habitat must be maintained. No timber operations shall be conducted in tbis area during tbe breeding 
season unless reviewed by tbe Department of Fish and Game and approved by the Director as not 
constituting a take. Timber operations may be conducted in this area outside the breeding season if 
appropriate measures are adopted to protect nesting habitat. 

(2) Within 500-1000 ft. of the active nest site or pair activity center, retain sufficient functional 
characteristics to support roosting and provide protection from predation and storms. 

(3) 500 acres of owl habitat must be provided within a . 7 mile radius of the active nest site or pair 
activity center, unless an alternative is reviewed by the Department of Fish and Game and approved by 
the Director as not constituting a take. The 500 acres includes the habitat retained in subsections (I) and 
(2) above and should be as contiguous as possible. Less than 50% of the retained habitat should be under 
operation in any one year, unless reviewed by the Department of Fish and Game and approved by tbe 
Director. 

(4) 1336 total acres ofowl habitat must be provided 1.3 miles of each nest site or pair activity center, 
unless an alternative is reviewed by the Department of Fish and Game and 
approved by the Director as not constituting a take. The 1336 acres includes the habitat retained within 
subsections (I) - (3) above. 

(5) The shape of the areas established pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) shall be adjusted to conform 
to natural landscape attributes such as draws and streamcourses while retaining the total area required 
within subsections (1) and (2) above. 

919.10, 939.10 Take or Northern Spotted Owl [Coast, Northern) 
The designated biologist and the Director shall apply the following criteria to the information provided 

by the plan submitter and obtained during the review period to make a finding as to whether the timber 
operations, u proposed, will "take" an individual northern spotted owl. The designated biologist shall 
use the best professional judgment in making that finding. 

(a) The designated biologist and the Director shall ·determine that the proposed habitat modification 
would result in "harm" to an individual spotted owl if any of the following conditions exist. 

(1) Feeding habits would be significantly impaired because prey base or ability to catch prey would 
be adversely altered; 

(2) Breeding success would be significantly impaired because ofa reduction in surrounding owl habitat 
before the young have had an opportunity to successfully disperse from their nesting site; 

(3) Nesting behavior would be significantly impaired because the nest site or adjoining area up to SOO 
ft. from the nest site would be adversely altered; or 

(4) Sheltering (which includes roosting, feeding, and nesting) would be significantly impaired because 
the ability to escape predators, survive severe weather, or find appropriate microclimes would be 
adversely altered. 
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(b) The designated biologist and the Director shall determine that an individual northern spotted owl 
would be "harassed" by the proposed timbec operations if there is a likelihood that any of the following 
conditions exist: 

(1) Feeding habits would be significantly disrupted because the prey base or the ability to catch prey 
would be impaired; 

(2) Breeding success would be significantly disrupted; 
(3) Nesting bdlavior would be significantly disrupted because activities would be conducted within 

SOO feet of a nest site; or 
(4) Sheltering (which includes roosting, nesting, or feeding) would be significantly disrupted because 

the ability to escape predators, survive severe weather, find appropriate microclimes would be adversely 
altered. 

(c) If the designated bioloaist concludes that the proposed operations will result in a taking of the owl, 
be/she shall provide the plan submitter with the following information: 

(1) The reasons for the detemiination, including an analysis of the factors set forth in this section; 
(2) The information which was relied upon and which was instrumental in making the determination; 

and 
(3) Recommendations for minimum modifications to the proposed operations which would be 

necessary to brina the impacts to a level at which "take• would not occur. 

919.11 Marbled Murrelet Protective Measures [Coast) 
Where there is evidence of an active murrelet site in or adjacent to the THP area, as defined in 

•Addendum to Surveyina Marbled Murrelets at Inland Forested Sites: A Guide for California Coastal 
Forests" CJ. Ralph, April 1991 or where there is evidence of a potential impact to a murrelet, the 
Director shall consult with DFG as to whether the proposed THP will result in a "take" or "jeopardy" 
(pursuant to the California Endanaered Species Act) of the murrelet before the Director may approve or 
disapprove a THP. Biological Assessments submitted with the THP that are prepared according to the 
Department of Fish and Game Guidelines for Consultation (F&GC Sec. 2090) shall be provided to the 
DFG during consultation. If DFG determines jeopardy or a take will occur as a result of operations 
proposed in the THP, the Director shall disapprove the THP unless the THP is accompanied by 
authorization under Sec. 2081 of the F&GC. 

919.12, 939.12, 959.12 Sensitive Spedes Classification (All Districts) 
The Board of Forestry bas the responsibility under the FPA to provide protection to all species 

occurring in the state's forestlands. The procedure to identify those species that warrant special 
protection durina timber operations is described as follows: 

(a) The public or public agencies may petition the Board to classify a species as a "sensitive species.· 
For the Board to consider such a petition, it must contain a discussion of the following topics: 

(1) Range and distributional status of the species which includes an assessment of occurrence in 
timberland as defined by the FPA and the rules. 

(2) lodices of populat.ion trends describing the abundance of the species. 
(3) Biotic and abiotic factors affecting the population viability or at.atus of the species. Specific 

attention should be aiven to factors related to forest management and harvesting. This should include 
threats to population and habitat viability, including direct, indirect, and cumulative effects from these 
and other threats. 

(4) Habitat availability and trends that include, but are ooi limited to, an assessment of the following 
as appropriate: 

(A) Dependence OD Jenera) habitat conditions altered by typical forest management activities and 
projected time for habitat recovery. 

(B) Dependence on special habitat elements adversely impacted by timber operations, 
(C) Habitat continuity and juxtaposition requirements as an evaluation of sensitivity to habitat 
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fragmentation. 
(5) Suggested feasible protective measures required to provide for species protection. 
(6) Ocher information specific to the species proposed that the petitioner believes to be relevant in 

assisting the Board to evaluate the petition. 
(7) Sources of information relied upon to complete the petition. 
(8) Recommended forest practice rules to provide auidance to RPFs, LTOs, landownen and the 

director on species protection. 
(9) The potential economic impacts of classifying a species sensitive. 

(b) The Board will consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the California Fish and Game 
Commission, the California Department ofFish and Game, and others as appropriate. After consultation 
the Board shall classify a species as sensitive after a public hearing if it finds: 

(1) The California population requires timberland as habitat for foraging, breeding, or shelter, and 
(2) The California population jg in decline or there jg a threat from timber operations, and 
(3) Continued timber operations under the current rules of the Board will result in a loss of the 

California population viability. 
(c) The Board shall consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the California Department of Fish 

and Game, and others as appropriate. After consultation and a public hearing, the Board will declassify 
a species as sensitive if it no longer meets the criteria for classification. 

(cl) The Board shall consider, and when possible adopt, regulations using the best available scientific 
information to establish the feasible mitigations for protection of the species at the same time such species 
is classified sensitive. 

(e) Where rules are not adopted for the protection of the species at the time of classification, the Board 
shall begin development of proposed regulations for protection of the species. 

Within one year of the classification of a species as sensitive, the Board shall hold a hearing on 
proposed regulations to establish the protection standards for that species according to the best available 
scientific information. 

939.15 Protection of Wildlife Habitat [Northern) 
All trees within meadows and wet areas may be clearcut and these are exempted from stocking 

provisions in order to attain or retain these areas for wildlife and livestock. These areas shall be shown 
on the plan map. 

959.15 Protection of Wildlife Habitat [Southern) 
(a) Where present at time of timber harvest, 400 sq. ft. basal area of oak per 40 acres should be 

retained and protected, giving preference to deciduous oaks. Oaks should be retained on areas designated 
by DFG as deer migration corridors, holding areas, or key ranges when consistent with good forestry 
practices. 

(b) Trees within meadows and wet areas may be clearcut and these areas exempted from the stocking 
provisions of the rules in order to retain these areas for wildlife. These areas shall be shown on the plan. 

919.16, 939.16, 959.16 Late Sucussion Forest Stands [All Distrlda] 
(a) When late succession forest stands are proposed for harvesting and such harvest will significantly 

reduce the amount and distribution of late succession forest stands or their functional wildlife habitat value 
so that it constitutes a significant adverse impact on the environment as defined in Section 895.1, the RPF 
shall provide habitat structure information for such stands. A statement ofobjectives over time shall be 
included for late succession forest stands on the ownership. The TifP, SYP, or NTMP ahall include a 
discussion of how the proposed harvesting will affect the existing functional wildlife habitat for species 
primarily associated with late succession forest stands in the plan or the plllDDing watershed, as 
appropriate, including impacts on vegetation structure, connectivity, and fragmentation. The information 
needed to address this subsection shall include, but is not limited to: 
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(1) - A map{s) showin&: A) late succession forest stands within the plannln& watershed and any other 
stands that provide functional wildlife habitat for species primarily usociated with late succe4sion forest 
stands that are on the ownership, B) those stands which are currently proposed to be harvested, and C) 
known stands on other ownerships. 
(2) - A list of fish, wildlife and listed species known to be primarily associated with the lite auccession 
forest stands In the plannina waterahed{s) compiled by the RPF usina the "California Wildlife Habitat 
Relationships System• {WHR), the California Natural Divenity Databue, and local tnowledae of the 
plannlna watershed. 
(3) - Description of functional wildlife habitat elmnents that are important for fish, wildlife and listed 
species primarily associated with late succe4Slon forest stands within the plannln& watenhed{s). 
(4) - A description of the structural characteristics for each late succe4Sion forest stand and any other 
stands that provide functional wildlife habitat for species primarily associated with late succession forest 
stands within the plannlna watenhed lncludlna a discussion of important functional wildlife habitat 
elements identified in (3). Methods used to develop the description, which may be an ocular estimate, 
shall also be described. 
(5) - A description of the functional wildlife habitat objectives, such as anticipated Iona-term landscape 
patterns, stand structure for late succession forest stands and any other stands that provide functional 
wildlife habitat for species primarily associated with late succession forest stands, and a discussion of 
anticipated recruitment procedurea for import.mt functional wildlife habitat elements. Coordination of 
functional wildlife habitat objectives on landscape features amona ownerships within mixed-ownership 
plannlna watersheds is enoourqed. 
(6) - An analysis of the long-term siJDificant adverse effects on fish, wildlife, and listed species known 
to be primarily associated with late succession forests. 
(b) Where timber operations will result In long-term siJDificant adverse effects on fish, wildlife, and 

listed species known to be primarily associated with late aucceaaion forests in a TIIP, SYP, NTMP or 
plannlna watershed, feasible mitiaation measures to mitigate or avoid such long-term siJDificant adverse 
effects shall be described and incorporated in the TIIP, SYP or NTMP. Where Iona-term sip.ificant 
adverse effects cannot be avoided or mitigated, the THP, SYP, or NTMP shall identify the measures that 
will be taken to reduce those remaining effects and provide reasons for ovmiding concerns pursuant to 
1'4 CCR Section 898. l (&). including a discussion of the altmiatlves and mitigation considered. 

(c) A THP, SYP, or NTMP submitter may request that the Director waive subsection {a) above. The 
Director, after conferrin& with review team agencies with jurisdiction, may waive subsection {a) above 
when substantial evidence is presented that would support a determination that post-harvest late succession 
forest stands or functional wildlife habitat will continually provide adequate structure and connectivity 
to avoid or mitiaate Iona-term sip.ificant adverse effects on fish, wildlife, and listed plant species known 
to be primarily associated with late aucce4Sion forest stands within the plannln& watersheds. 

Article 10 Vloladons or Rules Prior to Chaqes 

920, 9"0, 960 Vloladons or Rules Prior to Cbanaes [All Districts] 
Amendment, modification, or repeal of rules shall not, unless otherwise provided, bar action on prior 

violations of rules as they stood at the time ofviolation. 

Article 11 Coastal Commission Special Tratmmt A.nu 

921, 961 Coastal Commission Special Tratmmt A.nu [Cout, Southern, Special Tratment Area] 
The purpose of this article is to protect the natural and scenic qualities as reflected in the criteria and 

objectives for each of the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas designated and adopted by the 
California Coastal Commission on July S, 1977, while at the same time allowing management and orderly 
harvesting of timber resources within these areas. In addition to the statutes and other regulations 
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governing timber harvesting, the following practices are required when conducting timber operations in 
such Special Treatment Areas. 

921.l Preliminary Fleld Work and 11mber Harnstlng Plans [Coast, Special Treatment Area] 
(a) The following preliminary field work shall be required in the Coastal Commission Special Treatment 

Areas and shall be completed prior to submission of the plan to the Director: 
(1) When a boundary of a Coastal Commission Special Treatment Area is within or contiguous to a 

plan area, the boundary shall be clearly identified on the ground by the RPF preparing the plan, with 
paint, flagging, or other suitable means 

(1) All tractor roads and skid trails that require substantial soil displacement shall be clearly marked 
on the ground with flagging or other appropriate marking. 

(3) The boundary of all slides and areas with visible evidence of slope instability which extend to the 
watercourse and lake protection zone shall be ftaued or otherwise adequately marked on the ground. 

<'> The following wildlife consideration shall be followed: 
(A) Live trees, as designated on the ground by the Departments of Fish and Game or Forestry or 

the RPF with visible evidence of current use as nesting sites by hawks, owls, or waterfowl shall not be 
marked for cutting. 

(5) In applying the rules, the RPF shall, when selecting feasible alternatives requited by 14 CCR 898, 
follow the criteria and management objectives used by the Coastal Commission In selecting that area for 
special treatment (see Title 14, California Administrative Code, Sec. 912). 

(b) The following shall be adhered to in submitting plans for Coastal Commission Special Treatment 
Areas: 

(1) Plan maps shall be at a scale of at least 4 inches to the mile (6.3 cm per km) 
(2) Plan maps must show the location of and identify the following: All log landings proposed to be 

used, and all main skid trails, all logging roads, all watercourses, lakes, marshes and boundaries of 
Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas within or contiguous to the plan area. 

(3) An initial inspection of the area in which timber operations are to be conducted shall be made 
within 10 days from the date of filing of the plan, or such longer period as may be mutually agreed upon 
by the Director and the person submitting the plan. lbe RPF who prepared the plan shall attend the 
initial inspection. The timber owner and timber operator or their ageota should attend the initial 
inspections. 

961.l Preliminary Fleld Work and 11mber Harvesting Plans [Southern, Special Treatment Area] 
(a) lbe following preliminary field work shall be required in the Coastal Colllilllsslon Special Treatment 

Areas and shall be completed prior to submission of the plan to the Director. 
(I) When a boundary of a Coastal Commission Special Treatment Ar~ Is within or contiguous to a 

plan area, the boundary shall be clearly identified on the ground by the RPF preparing die plan, with 
paint, flagging, or other suitable means. 

(2) All timber proposed for harvest shall be clearly marked with paint at points approitlmately 4 1n 
feet (1 .37 m) above the ground and at ground level. 

(3) The following wildlife considerations shall be followed: 
(A) Live trees, as designated on the ground by the Departmeuts of Fish and Game or Forestry and 

Fire Protection or the RPF, with visible evidence of current use as nesting sites by hawks, owls, or 
waterfowl shall not be marked for cutting. 

(B) Live trees as designated on the ground by the Departments of Fish and Game Qr Forestry and 
Fire Protection or the RPF, with visible evidence ofnesting by eagles, osprey, or any endangered species, 
as identified by the Department ofFish and Game, shall not be marked for cutting. 

(C) Live trees constituting a rookery for herons and/or egrets shall not be marked for cutting unless 
authorization in writing from the Department of Fish and Game is granted to the timber owner. 

<'> All logging roads proposed to be constructed or reconstructed, main skid trails and those minor 
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skid trails that would require or result in substantial soil displacement, and landing locations shall be 
clurly marked on the ground with flaaging or other appropriate marlring, keyed to the various projects. 

(S) The boundary of the wuercourse and lake protection z.ones shall be flagged or otherwise marked 
on the ground and shall include all slides and areas with visible evidence of slope instability which extend 
to the wuercourse and lake protection z.one. 

(b) The following requirements sbal1 be adhered to in submitting plans in Coastal Commission Special 
Treatment Areas: 

(1) Plan maps shall be at 1 scale of1 lean 4 inches to the mile (6.3 cm per km). 
(2) The plan map must show the location and identify the following: All log landings proposed to be 

used, and all main skid trails, all toging roads, all watercourses, lakes, marshes and boundaries of 
Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas within or contiguous to the plan area. 

(3) An initial inspection of the area in which timber operations are to be conducted shall be made 
within 10 days from the date of filing of the plan, or such longer period as may be mutually aireed upon 
by the Director and the person submitting the plan. The RPF who prepared the plan shall attend the 
initial inspection. The timber owner and timber operator or their agents should ltteDd the initial 
inspections. 

921.2 Exemptions from Timber Hanesting Plan Requirements [Coast, Special Treatment Area] 
To ensure that the protection necessary to maintain the integrity of Coastal Commission Special 

Treatment Areas is achieved, the following requirements shall apply to the timber operations exempt from 
filing oflRPs under 14 CCR 1038. 

(a) The requirements of 14 CCR 921.l(a) and (b) shall apply with the exception that, at the discretion 
of the Director, an initial inspection may not be required. Harvesting ofChristmas trees are exempt from 
timber marking requirements. 

(b) The Director shall acknowledge in writing, and within 10 days, acceptance or rejection of the notice 
of timber operations. Timber operations shall not commence until the Director's accepwice bas been 
received by the person who filed the notice. 

(c) The requirements of PRC 4S85, Completion Report, and PRC 4S87, Stocldng Reports, shall apply 
to exempt operations within the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. 

961.2 Exemptions from Timber Harvesting Plan Requirements [Southern, Special Treatment Area] 
Notwithstanding 14 CCR 1038, exemptions from plan filing requirements in the Coastal Commission 

Special Treatment Areas shall only be allowed for minor operations where no live trees are cut. 

921.3 SiMcultural Methocb [Coast, Special Treatment Arel] 
The objective of this Section is to prescribe silvicultural methods thlt will protect the Iona-term 

productivity of soils and timberlands in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas and protect the 
natural and scenic qualities of these areas. The followiq silvlcultural methods as prescribed below will 
be applied in Coastal Commission Special Treatmellt Areas. 14 CCR 913 through 913.6 defines these 
methods. 

(a) Commercial Thinning or Selection Methods: When the commercial thinning or the selection 
silvicultural method is used the following standards are required: 

(1) For an initial entry into an even-aged stand, leave 1 well distributed timber stand after cuttina and 
logging operations have been completed on the cut area It least "°" by number of those trees 18 inches 
(4.5.7 cm) and more d.b.b. present prior to commencement ofcurrmt timber operations and It least SO" 
by number of those over 12 in. (30.S cm) d.b.b. but less than 18 in. (4S.7 cm) or more d.b.b. All leave 
trees shall be thrifty coniferous trees which are free from substantial damage caused by timber operations, 
and leave trees shall have the characteristics of a "countable tree• u described in Section 4S28(b). No 
conifer tree shall be cut which is more than 7S ft. (22.86 m) from 1 leave tree 12 In. (30.S cm) d.b.b. 
or larger located within the logging area. Average top stump diameter, outside bark, shall be considered 

80 



CALIFORNIA FOllFSI' PRACTICE RULES 

1 in. (2.5 cm) greater than d.b.b. 
(2) For timber stands where more than one a&e class is present, leave at least SO" by number of those 

trees over 12 in. d.b.b. leave trees and established conifer regeneration shall amount to SO" of the pre­
existing tree crown canopy cover. All leave trees shall be thrifty coniferous trees which are free from 
substantial damage caused by timber operations, and leave trees shall have the characteristica of a 
"countable tree" described in Sec. 4528(b) PRC. No conifer tree shall be cut which is more than 75 ft. 
from a 3 point countable tree within the loggina area. 

(3) A report of stocking as described in PRC 4587 shall be filed within six months following 
completion of work as described in the plan. 

(b) Sanitation-Salvage Method: When the sanitation-salvage silvicultural method is used the following 
practices be required: 

(1) Restrictions on time periods for subsequent timber operations shall not apply to the aanitation­
salva&e silvicultural method. 

(2) A determined effort shall be made to regenerate any cut area during the fint plantiJll season 
following log removal. Necessary site preparation, planting or seedin& shall be complete within the first 
planting season follow in& logging, except where unusual and adverse weather conditions require extending 
site preparation and planting into the followina planting season. Deficiencies in atoclcin& shall be 
corrected by planting annually at least three times If necessary to meet the stocking standards in 14 CCR 
921.4. 

(3) Where the result of the cutting would have the effect of a clearcut all of the restrictions in this 
section pertaining to the use of clearcut shall apply, except for: 1) areas which are currently suffering 
severe damage due to insects or disease and the removal of the entire affected area is deemed necessary 
by a forest patholo&ist or forest entomologist and lifeed to by the Director to prevent the spread of the 
disease or insects, or 2) except for areas which have recently been burned over and the RPF determined 
recovery of the affected area is unlikely. 

(c) Clearcutting Method: The clearcutting method provides for harvestina of the entire existina timber 
stand in one harvest in an area. Every reasonable effort shall be made by the RPF to use silvicultural 
methods other than clearcutting to protect the natural and scenic values in the Coastal Commission Special 
Treatment Areas. The clearcuttin& method is not authorized for Special Treatment Areas in the Southern 
Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District. 

(1) The clearcutting method may be used when justified and explained in the plan and found in 
conformance by the Director for one or more of the following reasons: 

(A) Leave trees would be subject to severe damage from sunburn, saltburn, and/or windthrow. 
(B) Conifer stand improvement necessitates the clearina ofa stand of hardwoods. 
(C) Leave trees would prevent regeneration of the principal conifu species. 
(D) Old arowth stands whue 70" or more of the countable trees over 36 in. (91.4 cm) d.b.b. are 

more than 200 years old. 
(E) Timber stands where trees are infected with insects or diseases, and thue is si&nificant risk for 

substantial loss of standin& timber or timber growth. 
(2) Clearcut areas shall not exceed 10 acres (4.047 ha) in size, but may be enlarged to not more than 

15 acres (6.070 ha) when explained and justified in the plan, and when found in conformance with the 
rules of the Board. Exceptions to the 10 acre (4.047 ha) size limit may be proposed by the RPF 
preparina the plan when in his or her judgment the result win be overall reduction ofsoil erosion due to 
logging and road construction, or when it is necessary to include "long comers• to take advantage of 
topography for a more natural loggina unit. 

(3) Clearcut areas of 10 acres or taraer regardless of ownership shall be separated by a toaical toging 
unit not less than 300 ft. (91.44 m) in width between the clearcut areas. Except for the aanitation­
salvage, commucial thinning, and selection silvicultural method, no othu harvestina shall take place in 
the unit adjacent to the clearcut areas until a SO" crown cover of conifer tree species has been attained 
in the clearcut areas. Contiauous clearcuts may occur without reaard to ownership only when the total 
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combined acreage in the area clearcut is no more than tt.n acres. 
(4) Straight boundaries and a quadrilateral appearance should be avoided in definin& and looing the 

area to be clearcut. The outline of the clearcut area should, where possible, be in accordance 
aesthetically with natural pattern and features of the topoirapby. 

(5) The area to be clearcut must be clearly defined on the ground prior to initial inspection so the 
Department can readily determine if the full intent of the rqulltions will be complied with. 

(6) No area previously cut under any other silvicultural medlod, except the unitltion-salvage method, 
shall be clearcut until 10 years have elapsed. 

(7) Regeneration after clearcuttin& shall be obtained by usin& conifer trees or a~ appropriate to the 
site. Site preparation and the planting of seedlings and/or seeding shall be completed within the first 
plantin& season followin& looin& except where unusual and adverse weather condiqons require extending 
site preparation and planting into the following plantina season. Deficiencies in stockina shall be 
corrected by plantin& annually, if necessary. Stockin& requiremeata shall be met within S years after 
completion of timber operations. 

(d) Rehabilitation Cuttin&: Rehabilitation cuttina may be applied to stands wbve the primary forest 
management objective is to reestablish full conifer stocking on lands where brush 'l!l<1 hardwoods are the 
predominate species. Areas harvested for rehabilitation purposes must be significaqtly understocked with 
conifers prior to the proposed harvest. The Director may request that a report of Jtockin& be submitted 
by the RPF prior to approval of the plan. This report will be requested when t cannot be mutually 
resolved on the ground that the area is significantly understocked. Restrictions app icable to clearcutting 
in 14 CCR 921.3(c) shall apply to rehabilitation cuttina. Leave trees shall be mar. eel in areas harvested 
for rehabilitation purposes. 

(e) Recutting of Logging Areas: Timber operations for removal of trees may only be repeated on a 
louin& area within less than 10 years after completion of a prevlOUJ timber operation if minimum 
stockin& standards have been met, the reasons for the operation are justified and explained in the plan, 
and the scenic and/or natural qualities of a stand would be enhanced by lighter or more frequent tree 
removal. In no instance shall stockin& be reduced below the standards provided in 14 CCR 921.4 nor 
shall more than 60~ by numben ofthose trees 18 in. (4S.7 cm) and more d.b.b. and no more than SO% 
by numbers of those trees over 12 in. (30.S cm) d.b.b. but less than 18 in. (4S.7 cm) d.b.b. be removed 
within any one 10 year period. On timber operations in which cutting bas occurred within 10 years 
precedin& the current operations, stumps which are the result of cutting trees within the preceding 10 
years shall be counted as trees cut during the current operation in determining percent of trees cut. 
Timber operations conducted under the Sanitation-Salvage Sllvlcultural Method, and the harvesting of 
minor forest products and incidental vegetation are exempt from the above provisions of th.is Section. 

961.3 Sll.tcultural Methods [Southern, Special Trmtmmt Arm] 
The objective of this Section is to prescribe silvicultural methods that will protect the long-term 

productivity of soils and timberlands in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas and protect the 
natural and scenic qualities of these areas. The fullowing sllvicultural methods as prescribed below will 
be applied in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. 14 CCR 9S3 through 953.13, defines these 
methods. 

(a) Commercial Thinnin& or Selection Methods: When the commercial thinnin& or the selection 
sllvicultural method is used the following standards are required: 

(1) In the pine type, after timber operations have been completed, It least so~ by number of those 
trees 18 in. (4S.7 cm) or laraer d.b.b. and at least SO~ by number ofthose trees 12 in. (30.S cm) d.b.b., 
but less than 18 in. (4S.7 cm) d .b.b. must be left. 

(l) In the redwood type, after timber operations have been completed, at least SO~ by number of 
those trees 12 to 18 in. (30.S cm to 4S.7 cm), 18 to 32 in. (4S.7 cm to 81.3 cm) and 32 in. (81.3 cm) 
or larger d.b.b. must be left. 

(3) These leave tree requirements shall be calculated from the timber stand existing prior to the 
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commencement of timber operations. Leave trees shall be thrifty, coniferous trees which are dominant 
or co-dominant in crown class prior to timber harvesting or which have crowns typical of such dominant 
and co-dominant trees. They shall be free from substantial damage caused by timber operations. No cut 
conifer tree shall be more than 75 ft. (22.86 m) from a leave tree over 18 in. (45.7 cm) d.b.h. located 
within the logging area. 

(4) Immediately following completion of timber operations, stocking must meet or exceed stocking 
standards of 14 CCR 961.4. 

(5) A report of stocking as described in PRC 4587 shall be filed within six months following 
completion of work as described in the plan. 

(b) When the Sanitation Salvage Silvicultural Method is used, the following practices are required: 
(1) A determined effort shall be made to regenerate any cut area during the first planting season 

following log removal. Necessary site preparation, planting or seeding shall be completed within the first 
planting season following logging except where unusual and adverse weather conditions require extending 
site preparation and planting into the following planting season. Deficiencies in stocking shall be 
corrected by planting annually until fun stocking requirements are met. 

(2) Operations utilizing the sanitation salvage silvicultural method shall meet the basal area or point 
count stocking standards of 14 CCR 961.4 within 5 years after the completion of timber operations. 

(c) The standards for silvicultural methods under this section may be modified when explained and 
justified in the plan. Proposed modifications shall protect the natural and scenic qualities of the Coastal 
Commission Special Treatment Areas to at least the same extent as otherwise provided in these rules. 

921.4, 961.4 Stocking Requirements [Coast, Southern, STA] 
The stocking standards for understocked timberlands and substantially damaged timberlands as provided 

for by 14 CCR 1080 through 1081. land 1085 through 1085.6 are not applicable in Coastal Commission 
Special Treatment Areas in the Coast [Southern] Forest District. After completion of timber operations 
one of the following stocking standards must be met: 

(a) Basal Area: The average residual basal area, (measured in stems l in. (2.5 cm) or larger in 
diameter C2aW shall be at least 125 sq. ft. per acre (28.69 sq.m per ha) on Site I lands, at least 100 sq. 
ft. per acre (22.96 sq.m per ha) on Site D and Site m lands and at least 75 sq. ft. per acre (17.22 sq.m 
per ha) on Site IV and V lands, or 

(b) Point Count: The area contains an average point count as specified below: 
(1) On Site I and D lands, the area contains an average point count of 450 per acre (1111.9 per ha) 

to be computed as follows: 
(A) 450 countable trees per acre (1111.9 per ha) not more than 4 in. (10.2 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to 

count as 1 towards meeting stocking requirements. 
(B) 150 countable trees per acre (370.6 per ha) over 4 in. (10.2 cm) d.b.h. and not more than 12 

in. (30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 3 toward meeting stocking requirements. 
(C) 75 countable trees per acre (185.3 per ha) over 12 in. (30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 

6 toward meeting stocking requirements. 
(2) On Site m, IV, and V lands the area contains aii average point count of 300 per acre (741.3 per 

ha) to be computed as follows: 
(A) 300 countable trees per acre (741.3 per ha) not more than 4 in. (10.2 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to 

count as one toward meeting stocking requirements. 
(B) 100 countable trees per acre (247.l per ha) over 4 in. (10.2 cm) d.b.h. and not more than 12 

inches (30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as three toward meeting stocking requirements. 
(C) 50 countable trees per acre (123.5 per ha) over 12 in. (30.5 cm) d.b.h.; each tree to count as 

six toward meeting stocking requirements. 
Redwood root crown sprouts will be counted using the average stump diameter 1 ft. (.30S m) above 

average ground level of the original stump from which the redwood root crown sprouts originate, 
counting one sprout for each 1 ft. (.30S m) of stump diameter to a maximum of six per stump. 
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Site cliwitication shall be determined by the RPF who prepared the plan. Rock outcroppings.meadows, 
wet areas, or other areas not normally bearing timber shall not be considered as requiring stocking and 
are exempt from such provisions. 

921.5 	Login& Practices (Coast, Special Treatment Area] 
The following logging practices shall be adhered to: 
(a) Tractor Lo&&ing: Tractor logging and tractor preparation of tree layouts shall not be permitted on 

slopes averagina over SO" where the Erosion Hazard Rating is high or extreme and 60" where the 
Erosion Hazard Ratin& is low or moderate, unless it can be shown from past experience on the ground 
that tractor logging or other types of skidding equipment will cause less disturbance than would result 
from a feasible alternative method. 

(b) Roads: Rules contained in 14 CCR 923.2 through subsection (t) shall be adhered to with the 
following special requirements. 

(I) Roads shall be single lane, not to exceed 16 ft. in width and generally the traveled surface shall 
be no more than 12 ft. (3.67 m) in width, excq>t where alignment, safety, and equipment necessary to 
conduct the operation requires ldditional width. 0-eviations shall be explained and justified in the plan. 

(2) Waste organic material such as uprooted stumps, cull logs, accumulations of limbs and branches, 
or nonmerchantable trees shall not be buried in the main body of road fills. Such solid waste material 
may be used to secure the toe of a fill. Excq>t for prepared crossings, including necessary approaches, 
sidecast or fill material shall not be placed in the watercourse protection zone unless explained in the 
plan. 

(3) Roads shall not be constructed through slide areas or areas with visible evidence of slope instability 
unless the aliinment is the best available alternative and special desiin features are incorporated in the 
plan. There shall be provisions in the plan to maintain the desiin features or provisions to maintain or 
improve the stability of the area after completion of road use. 

(4) Roads, landings, cuts and fills shall be screened from direct view to the extent feasible by leaving 
screen trees and other vegetation between the disturbed areas and public areas utilized by substantial 
numbers of viewers. 

(c) Soil disturbance, other than that incident to necessary road maintenance, whether with tractor or by 
cable means, shall not occur under excessively wet ground conditions that could result in substantial soil 
compaction and erosion. 

(d) Notwithstanding the requirements of 14 CCR 1040, if in construction, rock outcroppings, springs 
and other physical factors require a change in roads, landings and skid trail location, the location can be 
changed with the concurrence of the RPF, the operator and the Director's representative provided that 
such changes in location constitute minor deviations. The RPF shall provide written confirmation ofsuch 
minor deviations which shall become a part of the plan. All changes in location constituting substantial 
deviations shall be submitted to the Director as amt.ndmeots to the plan. 

(e) Felling Practices: Up to 10" of the trees that are proposed for cuttin& may be substituted one for 
one with those proposed to be left uncut provided that the leave tree proportion, size class, distribution 
and general forest appearance of the residual stand as approved in the preliminary field work is preserved. 
Justification for the substitution standard shall be based on unavoidable tree damage, safety factors, lean 
of trees, location of obstructions or roads or openings insufficient to accommodate felled trees. 

961.5 	Louin& Practices [Southern, Special Treatmmt Area] 
The following Joaaing practices shall be adhered to: 
(a) Tractor logging and tractor preparation of tree layouts shall not be permitted on slopes averaging 

over SO" unless it can be shown that tractor loggina will result in less soil disturbance than would result 
from an alternative method. 

(b) Roads shall be sin&le lane, and aenerally the travel surface shall be no more than 12 ft. (3.67 m) 
in width, except where alignment, safety, and equipment necessary to conduct the operation requires 
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additional width. Deviations shall be explained and justified in the plan. 
(c) The RPF may obtain a relocation of the main skid trails from that shown on the approved plan if 

the Director concurs ~ an inspection on the ground. Such relocation may be treated as a minor 
deviation with the plan so amended. 

(d) Roads shall not be constructed through slide areas or areas with visible evidence of slope Instability 
unless the alignment is the best available alternative and special design features are incorporated in the 
plan. There shall be provisions in the plan to maintain the deaign features or provisions to maintain or 
improve the stability of the area after completion of the use. 

(e) Roads, landings, cuts and fills shall be screened from direct view to the extent feasible by leaving 
screen ttees and other vegetation between the disturbed areas and public areas utilized by substantial 
numbers of viewers. 

(I) Soil disturbance, other than that incident to necessary road maintenance, whedler with tractor or by 
cable means, shall not occur under excessively wet ground conditions that could result in substantial soil 
compaction and erosion. 

921.6 Huard Reduction [Coast, Special Treatment Area) 
(a) Lopping: Except in the southern subdistrict, to reduce fire hazards, maintain soil fertility, reduce 

erosion, and improve visual appearance, all slash and debris created by the current operations and within 
300 ft. of public roads and watercourses open to the public shall be lopped and scattered, chipped, or 
crushed, prior to April 1st of the year following its creation, so that no material generally remains more 
than 30 in. (762 cm) above the ground. 

As an exception to the above requirements ~creation of slash and debris, the RPF may propose and, 
with the concurrence of the Director's representative, delete those areas within 300 ft. not visible from 
roads or watercourses when such requirements are not necessary to reduce fire hazards, to maintain soil 
fertility, to reduce erosion and to improve visual appearance. 

(b) Burning: Broadcast burning shall be prohibited on lands harvested under the commercial thinning 
and selection silvicultural medlods in Coastal Zone Special Treatment Areas. Broadcast burning may be 
allowed for site preparation purposes in accordance with 14 CCR 917.4 on lands harvested under the 
clearcut, rdlabilitation or sanitation-salvage medlods when a prescribed burning plan is submitted as part 
of the Timber Harvesting Plan which explains and justifies broadcast burning in the Coastal Commission 
Special Treatment Areas. A determined effort shall be made to protect the surface organic Jlorizon of 
the soil during the cause of any permitted broadcast burning operations. 

(c) Snags: All snags within the Watercourse and Lake Protection Zone and within 100 feet (30.48 m) 
ofmeadow edges shall be left standing with the following exceptions: 

(1) When felling is required for fire or safety reasons, as specified by the rules or CAL OSHA 
regulations, or when necessary in sanitation-salvage operations. 

(l) When a snag of commercial value is marked for felling by the RPF ~ an initial prdlarvest 
inspection and consultation with DFG and the timbec owner. 

961.6 Huard Reduction [C.C. Special Treatment Area) 
There shall be no broadcast burning within Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. Piles 

surrounded by a firebreak: may be burned, provided the burning is confined to the individual pile, and 
is in a location and conducted in a manner that will not damage the residual trees or reproduction. An 
exception may be approved by the Director when a prescribed burning plan is submitted as part of the 
plan which explains and justifies broadcast burning in the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. 

921.7 Watercourse and Lake Protection [C.C. Special Treatmmt) 
Watercourse and lakeside vegetation shall be protected and remain standing to the degree necessary to 

protect scenic and natural qualities and protect the beneficial uses of water. In addition to the 
requirements of 14 CCR 916 through 916.9, Coastal Commission Special Treatment Area Watercourse 
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and Lake Protection Zones adjacent to clearcuts or rehabilitation cuttin& shall be at least ISO feet on eadl 
side of Class I or D waten. 

961.7 Watcrwunc and Lake ProtedJon [Southern, Spedal Treatment Area) 
Watercourse and lakeside vegetation shall be protected and remain 1tanding to the deeree necessary to 

protect scenic and natural qualities and protect the beneficial uses of water. In addition to the 
requirements of I4 t.CR 9S6 tbrou&b 9S6.J the followina standards shall apply in the Coastal 
Commission Special Treaanent Areas. The Wateroourse and Like Protection Zone shall be ISO feet on 
eadl side of Class I w1tercoursca and lakes, and IOO feet on eadl side of Cius II waiercouaes. 

921.8 Burrer Zones Within the Coastal Zone [Coastal Zone) .. 
The following additional rules shall apply to buffer wnes within Coastal Scenic View Corridors and 

adjacent to publicly owned preserves and recreation areas as defined and/or designated by the Coastal 
Commission on July S, I977. 

The buffer zone adjacent to designated Coastal highways shall be a 200 ft. (60.96 m) wide band running 
parallel to the first line of trees nearest the road on appropriate side(s) of the road as designated. In no 
place shall the buffer wne extend more than 3SO feet (106.68 m) from the shoulder of the road. The 
buffer woe also shall include those forested areas within the Coastal Zone within 200 ft. (60.96 m) of 
an publicly owned preserves and recreation areas including national, state, regional, county, and 
municipal parks. Said distances shall be measured along the surface of the pound. 

(a) The clear-cutting or reh.abilitation silvicultural method is prohibited within the designated buffer 
wnes, and a well distributed stand of trees shall be left within said buffer zones upon completion of 
timber operations, excq>t under excq>tional circumstances. Sudl excq>tions shall be explained and 
justified in the plan and found in conformance by the Director when the proposed excq>tions conform 
to the aoals outlined in I4 CCR 921. 

(b) Logging roads, tractor roads, and skid trails and landings shall be screened from direct view to the 
extent feasible by leaving trees and vegetation between the disturbed area and public areas where the 
disturbance would be visible to substantial numbers of viewers. 

961.1 Burrer Zones Within the Coastal Zone [CZ, Southern) 
A 200 ft. (60.96m) buffer zone shall be established adjacent to the boundaries of all publicly owned 

preserves and recreation areas within the Coastal Zone where the following restrictions shall apply: 
(a) The use of the clear-cut silvicultural method is prohibited. 
(b) A well distributed stand of trees shall be left within the buffer wne. The leave tree requirements 

of the commercial thinning or selection method shall be met or exceeded immediately following 
completion of timber operations. 

(c) Roads, landin&, and cuts and fills shall be screened from direct view by leavina screen trees and 
other vegetation between the disturbed areas and public areas utilized by substantial numbers of viewers. 

92I..9 AltemadYee [Ceut, CZ] 
The RPF may propose alternative to the requirements of this article on a site specific basis. The RPF 

mmt explain and justify the proposed alternative in the THP. Alternative measures stated in the plan 
shall be so written as to provide clear, enforceable standards for the auidance of the timber operator. 
The Director may approve such alternative provided the alternative practice win achieve equal protection 
for each of the aoals of Section 92I and protection It least equal to that whidl would result from using 
measures stated in Section 921.1-921.8. The Director shall not accept for inclusion in a lHP any 
alternative practice as described in this section where two or more aaencies listed in 4!582.6 of the PRC 
and 14 CCR 1037.3 have submitted written comments which lead to the Director's conclusion that the 
proposed alternative will not meet the intent of the Act and rules and the aaencies participated in the 
review of the plan, including any on-the-ground inspection. 
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Article U Logging Roads and Landings [Article 11. Northern) 

923, ~. 963 Logging Roads and Landings [All Districts) 
All logging roads and landings in the logging area shall be planned, located, constructed, reconstructed, 

used, and maintained in a manner which: is consistent with long-term enhancement and maintenance of 
the forest resource; best accommodates appropriate yarding systems, and economic feasibility; minimius 
damage to soil resources and fish and wildlife habitat; and prevents degradation of the quality and 
beneficial uses of water. The provisions of this article shall be applied in a manner which complies with 
this standard. 

Factors that shall be considered when selecting feasible alternatives (see 14 CCR 897 and 898) shall 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

(a) Use of existing roads whenever feasible. 
(b) Use of systematic road layout patterns to minimize total mileage. 
(c) Planned to fit topography to minimize disturbance to the natural features of the site. 
(d) Avoidance of routes near the bottoms of steep and narrow canyons, through marshes and wet 

meadows, on unstable areas, and near watercourses or near existing nesting sites of threatened or 
endangered bird species. 

(e) Minimization of the number of watercourse crossings. 
(f) Location of roads on natural benches, flatter slopes and areas of stable soils to minimize effects on 

watercourses. 
(&) Use of logging systems which will reduce excavation or placement of fills on unstable areas. 

923.1, 943.1, 963.1 Planning ror Roads and Landings [AJI Districts) 
The following standards for logging roads and landings shall be adhered to: 
(a) All logging roads shall be located and clusified on the THP map as permanent, s~nal. or 

temporary. Road failures on existing roads which will be reconstructed shall also be located on the TIIP 
map. In addition to the requirements of 14 CCR 1034(v), the probable location of those landings which 
require substantial excavation or which exceed one quarter acre in size, shall be shown on the THP map. 

(b) New logging roads shall be planned in accordance with their classification and maintenance 
requirements. 

(c) Logging roads and landings shall be planned and located, when feasible, to avoid unstable areas. 
The Direct.or shall approve an exception if those areas are unavoidable, and site-specific measures to 
minimize slope instability due to construction are described and justified in the THP. 

(d) Where roads and landings will be located across 100 feet or more of lineal distance on any slopes 
over 65~ or on slopes over SO~ which are within 100 ft. of the boundary of a WLPZ, measures to 
minimize movement of soil and the discharge of concentrated surface runoff shall be incorporated in the 
1HP. The Direct.or may waive inclusion of such measures where the RPF can show that slope 
depressions, drainage ways, and other natural retention and detention features are sufficient to control 
overland transport of eroded material. The Director may require end-hauling of material from areas 
within 100 ft. of the boundary of a WLPZ to a stable location if end hauling is feasible and is necessary 
to protect water quality. The Director shall require maintenance provisions in the THP for drainage 
structures and facilities provided that such maintenance is feasible and necessary to keep roadbeds and 
fills stable. 

(e) New logging roads shall not exceed a grade of 1S% except that pitches of up to 20~ shall be 
allowed not to exceed SOO continuous feet (1S2.4m). These percentages and distances may be exceeded 
only where it can be explained and justified in the TIIP that there is no other feasible access for 
harvesting of timber or where in the Northern or Southern Districts use of a gradient in excess of 20% 
will serve to reduce soil disturbance. 

(f) Roads and landings shall be planned so th.at an adequate number of drainage facilities and structures 
are installed to minimize erosions on roadbeds, landing surfaces, sidecast and fills. 

87 

http:Direct.or
http:Direct.or


CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PRACTICE RULFS 

(g) Unless exceptions are explained and justified in the 1llP, general planning requirements for roads 
shall include: 

(1) Logging roads shall be planned to a single-lane width compatible with the largest type of 
equipment used in the harvesting operation with turnouts at reasonable intervals. 

(2) Roads shall be planned to achieve as close a balance between cut volume and fill volume as is 
feasible. 

(3) When roads must be planned so that they are insloped and ditched on the uphill side, drainage shall 
be provided by use of an adequate number of ditch drains. 

(h) Road coosttuctioo shall be planned to stay out of Watercourse and Lake Protection Zones. When 
it is a better alternative for protection of water quality or other forest resources, or when such roads are •the only feasible access to timber, exceptions may be explained and justified in the THP and shall be 
agreed to by the Director if they meet the requirements of this subsection. 

(l) [Coast] The location of all logging roads to be consttucted shall be flagged or otherwise identified 
on the ground before submission of a TIIP or major amendment. Exceptions may be explained and 
justified in the 1llP and agreed to by the Director if flagging is unnecessary as a substantial aid to 
examining: (1) compatibility between road location and yarding and silvicultural systems, or (2) possible 
significant adverse effects of road location on water quality, soil productivity, wildlife habitat, or other 
special features of the area. 

(l) [Northern, Southern] All logging roads shall be flagged or otherwise identified on the ground 
before submission of a THP or major amendment, except for temporary roads less than 600 ft . in length 
that would meet the requirements for a minor deviation (see 14 CCR 1036,1039,1040) if they were 
submitted as such. Exceptions may be explained and justified in the THP and agreed to by the Director 
if flagging or other identification is unnecessary as a substantial aid to examining: (1) compatibility 
between road location and yarding and silvicultural systems or (2) possible significant adverse effects of 
road location on water quality, soil productivity, wildlife habitat, or other special features of the area. 

923.2, 943.2, 963.2 Road Construction [All Districts] 
Logging roads shall be constructed or reconstructed in accordance with the following requirements or 

as proposed by the RPF, justified in the THP, and found by the Director to be in conformance with the 
requirements of this Article. 

(a) Logging roads shall be consttucted in accordance with the approved THP. If a change in 
designation of road classification is subsequently made, the change shall be reported in accordance with 
14 CCR 1039 or 1040, as appropriate. 

(b) Where a road section which is greater than 100 feet in length crosses slopes greater than 65 % , 
placement of fill is prohibited and placement of sidecast shall be minimized to the degree feasible. The 
director may approve an exception where site specific measures to minimize slope instability, soil erosion, 
and discharge of concentrated surface runoff are described and justified in the THP. 

(c) On slopes greater than so~. where the length of road section is greater than 100 ft., and the road 
is more than 15 ft. wide (as measured from the base of the cut slope to the outside of the berm or 
shoulder of the road) and the fill is more than 4 ft. in vertical height at the road shoulder for the entire 
100 feet the road shall be constructed on a bench that is excavated It the proposed toe of the compacted 
fill and the fill shall be compacted. The Director may approve exception to this requirement where on 
a site-specific basis if an RPF has described and justified an alternative practice that will provide equal 
protection to water quality and prevention of soil erosion. 

(d) [Coast] Fills, includin& through fills across waterc:Ourses shall be consttucted in a manner to 
minimize erosion of fill slopes using techniques such as insloping through-fill approaches, waterbars, 
berms, rock armoring of fill slopes, or other suitable methods. 

(d) [Northern, Southern) Roads shall be consttucted so no brw in grade, other than that needed to 
drain the fill, shall occur on through fill; breaks in grade shall be above or below the through fill, as 
appropriate. Where conditions do not allow the grade to brw as required, through fills must be 
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adequately protected by additional drainage structures or facilities. 
(e) Through fills shall be constructed in approximately one foot lifts. 
(f) On slopes greater than 3S percent, the organic layer of the soil shall be substantially disturbed or 

removed prior to fill placement. The RPF may propose an exception in the THP and the Director may 
approve the exception where it is justified that the fill will be stabilized. 

(I) Excess material from road construction and reconstruction shall be deposited and stabilized in a 
manner or in areas where downstream beneficial uses of water will not be adversely affected. 

(b) Drainage structures and facilities shall be of sufficient size, number and location to carry runoff 
water off of roadbeds, landings and fill slopes. Drainage structures or facilities shall be installed so as 
to minimize erosion, to ensure proper functioning, and to maintain or restore the natural drainage pattern. 
Permanent watercourse crossings and associated fills and approaches shall be constructed where feasible 
to prevent diversion of stream overllow down the road and to minimize fill erosion should the drainage 
structure become plugged. 

(I) Where there is evidence that soil and other debris is likely to significantly reduce culvert capacity 
below design flow, oversize culverts, trash racks, or similar devices shall be installed in a manner that 
minimizes culvert blockqe. 

(j) Waste organic material, such as uprooted stumps, cull logs, accumulations of limbs and branches, 
and unmerchantable trees, shall not be buried in road fills. Wood debris or cull logs and chunks may 
be placed and stabilized at the toe of fills to restrain excavated soil from moving downslope. 

(k) Logging roads shall be constructed without overhanging banks. 
(I) Any tree over 12 in. (30.S cm) d.b.h. with more than 2S" of the root surface exposed by road 

construction, shall be felled concurrently with the timber operatiqns. 
(m) Sidecast or fill material extending more than 20 ft. (6.1 m) in slope distance from the outside edge 

of the roadbed which bas access to a watercourse or lake which is protected by a WLPZ shall be seeded, 
planted, mulched, removed, or treated as specified In the lHP, to adequately reduce soil erosion. 

(n) All culverts at watercourse crossings in which water is flowin& at the time of installation shall be 
installed with their necessary protective structures concurrently with the fill, construction and 
reconstruction of logging roads. Other permanent drainage structures shall be installed no later than 
October lS. For construction and reconstruction of roads after October lS, drainage structures shall be 
installed concurrently with the activity. 

(o) Drainage structures and drainage facilities on logging roads shall not discharge on erod'ole fill or 
other erodible material unless suitable energy dissipators are used. Energy dissipators suitable fur use 
with waterbreaks are described in 14 CCR 914.6(f) (934.6(f), 9S4.6(f)]. 

(p) Where roads do not have permanent and adequate drainage, the specifications of Section 914.6 
(934.6, 954.6) shall be followed. · 

(q) Draina&e facilities shall be in place and functional by October lS. An exception is that wlterbreaks 
do not need to be constructed on roads in use after October lS provided that all such waterbreaks are 
installed prior to the start of rain that generates overland flow. 

(r) No road construction shall occur under saturated soil conditions, except that construction may occur 
on isolated wet spots arising from localized ground water such as springs, provided measures are taken 
to prevent material from significantly damaging water quality. 

(a) Road construction not completed before October lS shall be drained by outsloping, waterbreaks 
and/or cross-draining before the beginning ofthe winter period. If road construction does take place after 
October lS, roads shall be adequately drained concurrent with construction operations. 

(t) Roads to be used fur log hauling during the winter period shall be, where necessary, surfaced with 
rock in depth and quantity sufficient to maintain a stable road surface throughout the period of use. 
Exceptions may be proposed by the RPF, justified in the lHP, and found by the Director to be in 
conformance with the requirements of this subsection. 

(u) Slash and other debris from road construction shall not be bunched against residual trees which are 
required for silvicultural or wildlife purposes, nor shall it be placed in locations where it could be 
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discharged into Class I or D watercourses. 
(•)Road construction activitia In the WLPZ, except for stream crossings or as specified in the 1HP, 

aball be prohibited. 

923.3, 9'3.3, "3.3 Watercourse Croainp [All Districts] 
Watercourse crossing drainaie structures on logging roads shall be planned, constructed, and maintained 

or removed, accordin& to the following standards. Exceptions may be provided through application of 
Fish and Game Code Sections 1601 and 1603 and shall be included In the lHP. 

(a) The location ofall new permanent watercourse crossing drainaae structures and temporary crossings 
located within the WLPZ shall be shown on the mP map. If the structure is a culvert intended for 
permanent use, the minimum diameter of the culvert shall be specified in the plan. Extra culverts beyond • 
those shown in the IBP map may be installed as necessary. 

(b) The number of crossingf shall be kept to a feasible minimum. 
(c) Drainaae structur~ on watercourses that support fish shall allow for unrestricted passage of fish. 
(d) When watercourse crossinp, other drainage structures, and associated fills are removed the 

following standards shall apply: 
(1) Fills shall be excaVlled JI:> form a channel which is as close as feasible to the natural watercourse 

grade and orien~on and is wader than the natural channel. 
(2) The excavated material and any resulting cut bank shall be sloped back from the channel and 

stabilized to pre.--s1umping and to minimize soil erosion. Where needed, this material shall be 
stabilized by see111,pg, Dillching, rock armoring, or other suitable treatment. 

(e) Permanent ~ater~urse crossings and associated fills and approaches shall be constructed or 
maintained to prevent diversion of stream overflow down the road and to minimize fill erosion should 
the dramaae structure become obstructed. The RPF may propose an exception where explained in the 
IBP and shown on the IBP map and justified how the protection provided by the proposed practice is 
at least equal to the protection provided by the standard rule. 

923.4, 9'3.4, "3.4 Road Maintenance [All Districts] 
Logging roads, landings, and associated drainage structures used in a timber operation shall be 

maintained in a manner which minimizes concentration of runoff, soil erosion, and slope instability and 
which prevents degradation of the quality and beneficial uses of water during timber operations and 
throughout the prescribed maintenance period. In addition those roads which are used in connection with 
stocking activities shall be maintained throughout their use even if this is beyond the prescribed 
maintenance period. 

(a) The prescribed maintenance period for erosion controls on permanent and seasonal roads and 
associated landings and drainqe structures which are not abandoned in accordance with 14 CCR 923.8 
(943.8, 963.8) shall be at least one year. The Direaor may prescribe a maintenance period extending 
up to three years in accordance with 14 CCR 1050. 

(b) Upon completion of timber operations, temporary roads and associated landings shall be abandoned 
in accordance with 14 CCR 923.8 (943.8, 963.8). 

(c) Waterbreaks shall be maintained as specified in 14 CCR 914.6 (934.6, 95-4.6). 
(d) Unless partially blocked to create a temporary water source, watercourse crossing facilities and 

drainage structures, where feasible, shall be kept open to the unrestricted passage of water. Where 
needed, trash racks or similar devices shall be installed at culvert inlets in a manner which minimizes 
culvert blockage. Temporary blockages shall be removed by November IS. 

(e) Before the beginning of the winter period, all roadside berms shall be removed from lo&ging roads 
or breached, except where needed to facilitate erosion control. 

(f) Drainage structures, if not adequate to carry water from the fifty-year flood level, shall be removed 
in accordance with 14 CCR 923.3(d) (943.3(d), 963.3(d)) by the first day of the winter period, before 
the flow of water exceeds their capacity if operations are conducted during the winter period, or by the 
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end of timber operations whichever occurs first. Properly functioning drainage structures on roads that 
existed before timber operations need not be removed. The RPF may utilize an alternative practice, such 
as breaching of fill, if the practice is approved by the Director as providing greater or equal protection 
to water quality as removal of the drainage structure. 

(&) Temporary roads shall be blocked or otherwise closed to normal vehicular traffic before the winter 
period. 

(h) During timber operations, road ru.nning surfaces in the loaing area shall be treated for stabilization 
(rocked, watered, chemically treated, asphalted or oiled) where necessary to prevent excessive loss or 
road surface materials. 

0) Soil stabilization treatments on road or landing cuts, fills, or sidecast shall be installed or renewed, 
when such treatment could minimize surface erosion which threatens the beneficial uses of water. 

(j) Drainage ditches shall be maintained to allow free flow of water and minimize soil erosion. 
(k) Action shall be taken to prevent failures of cut, fill, or sidecast slopes from discharalng materials 

into watercourses or lakes in quantities deleterious to the quality or beneficial uses of water. 
(I) Each drainaae structure and any appurtenant trash rack shall be maintained and repaired as needed 

to prevent blockage and to provide adequate carrying capacity. Where not present, new trash racks shall 
be installed if there is e';idence that woody debris is li.ltely to significantly reduce flow through a drainage 
structure. 

(m) Inlet and outlet structures, additional drainage structures (including ditch drains), and other features 
to provide adequate Cljllacity arid to minimize erosion of road and landing fill and sidecast to minimize 
soil erosion and to minimize llope inst.ability shall be repaired, replaced, or installed wherever such 
maintenance is needed to prot~ \he quality and beneficial uses of water. 

(n) Permanent watercourse cr<jssuigs and associated approaches shall be maintained to prevent diversion 
ofstream overflow down the ~hould the drainage structure become plugged. Corrective action shall 
be taken before the completion ~of.. timber operations or the drainage structure shall be removed in 
accordance with 14 CCR Secti~·o·~~3.3(d) [943.3(d), 963.3(d)). 

(o) Except for emergencies "'ttiaintenance needed to protect water quality, use of heavy equipment 
for maintenance is prohibited d ring wet weather where roads or landings are within a WLPZ. 

(p) The Director may approve an exception to a requirement set forth in subsections (b) through (o) 
above when such exceptions are explained and justified in the THP and the exception would provide for 
the protection of the beneficial uses of water or control erosion to a standard at least equal to that which 
would result from the application of the standard rule. 

923.5, 943.5, 963.5 Landin& Construction [All Districts] 
Landings shall be constructed according to the following standards: 
(a) On slopes greater than 65%, no fill shall be placed and sidecast shall be minimiud to the degree 

feasible. The director may approve an exception if, site specific measures to minimize slope instability, 
soil erosion, and discharge of concentrated surface runoff are described and justified in the THP. 

(b) On slopes greater than SO%, fills greater than 4 ft. in vertical height at the outside shoulder of the 
landing shall be: 1) constructed on a bench that is excavated at the proposed toe of the fill and is wide 
enough to compact the first lift, and 2) compacted in approximately I ft. lift from the toe to the finished 
grade. The RPF shall flag the location of this bench or shall provide a description of the bench location 
(narrative or drawing) in the THP for fills meeting the above criteria, where the length of landing section 
is greater than 100 feet. The RPF may propose an exception in the THP and the Director may approve 
the exception where it is justified that the landing will be stabilized. 

(c) Waste organic material, such as uprooted stumps cull logs, accumulations of limbs and branches, 
or unmerchantable trees, shall not be buried in landing fills. Wood debris or cull loas and chunks may 
be placed and stabilized at the toe of landing fills to restrain excavated soil from moving downslope. 

(d) Constructed landings shall be the minimum in width, size, and number consistent with the yarding 
and loading system to be used. Landings shall be no larger than one-half acre (.202 ha) unless explained 
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and justified in the THP. 
(e) No landing construction shall occur under saturated aoil condition. 
(I) The following specifications shall be met upon completion oftimber operations for the year or prior 

to October IS, whichever occurs first: 
(1) Overhanging or unstable concentrations ofslash, woody debris and aoil along the downslope edge 

or face of the landings shall be removed or stabilized when they are located on slopes over 65% or on 
slopes over SO'Jli within 100 ft. of a WLPZ. 

(2) Any obstructed ditches and culverts shall be cleaned. 
(3) Landings shall be sloped or ditched to prevent water from accumulating on the landings. 

Discharge points shall be located and designed to reduce erosion. 
(4) Sidecast or fill material extending more than 20 feet in slope distance from the outside edge of the 

landing and which bas access to a watercourse or lake shall be seeded, planted, mulched, removed or 
treated as specified in the 1llP to adequately reduce soil erosion. 

(5) Sidecast or fill material extending across a watercourse shall be removed in accordance with 
standards for watercourse crossing removal set forth in 14 CCR 923.3 (d). 

(&) On slopes greater than 35'.lli, the organic layer of the soil shall substantially removed prior to fill 
placement. 

(h) When landings are constructed after October IS they shall be adequately drained concurrent with 
construction operations and shall meet the requirements of (f)(l) throu&h (f)(4) of this subsection upon 
completion of operations at that landin&. 

(i) The RPF may propose and the Director may approve waiver of requirements in (f)(l) through (f)(4) 
of this subsection if the Director finds they are not necessary to minimize erosion or prevent damage to 
downstream beneficial uses. The Director may also approve an exception to the October 15th date for 
treatment of slash and debris, including the practice of burning. 

923.6, 943.6, 963.6 Conduct or Operations on Roads and Landlnp [All Districts) 
Routine use and maintenance of roads and landings shall not take place when, due to general wet 

conditions, equipment cannot operate under its own power. Operations may take place when roads and 
landings are generally firm and easily passable or during bard frozen conditions. Isolated wet spots on 
these roads or landings shall be rocked or otherwise treated to permlt passage. However, operations and 
maintenance shall not occur when sediment discharged from landings or roads will reach watercourses 
or lakes in amounts deleterious to the quality and beneficial uses of water. This section shall not be 
construed to prohibit activities undertaken to protect the road or to reduce erosion. 

923.7, 943.7, 963.7 Ucensed Timber Operator Responslblllty ror Roads and Landinp [All 
Districts) 

The licensed timber operator who is responsible for the implementation or execution of the plan shall 
oot be responsible for the construction and maintenance of roads and landings, unless the licensed timber 
opuator is employed for that purpose. 

923.8, 943.8, 963.8 Planned Abandonment or Roam, Watercoune CroGlnp, and Landlnp [All 
Districts) 

Abandonment of roads, watacourse crossings and landings shall be planned and conducted in a manner 
which provides for permanent maintenance-free drainaae, minimizes concentration of runoff, soil erosion 
and slope instability, prevents unnecessary damage to soil resources, promotes regeneration, and protects 
the quality and beneficial uses of water. General abandonment procedures shall be applied in a manner 
which satisfies this standard and include the following: 

(a) Blocbie of roads so that standard production four wheel~ive highway vehicles cannot pass the 
point of closure at the time of abandonment. 

(b) Stabilization ofexposed soil on cuts, fills, or sidecast where deleterious quantities of eroded surface 
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soils may be transported in a watercourse. 
(c) Grading or shaping of road and landing surfaces to provide dispersal of water flow. 
(cl) Pulling or shaping of fills or sidecast where necessary to prevent discharge of materials into 

watercourses due to failure of cuts, fills, or sidecast. 
(e) Removal of watercourse crossings, other drainage structures, and associated fills in accordance with 

14 CCR 923.3(d). Where it is not feasible to remove drainage structures and associated fills, the fill shall 
be excavated to provide an overflow channel which will minimize erosion of fill and prevent diversion 
of overflow along the road should the drainage structure become plugged. 

The Director may approve an exception to a requirement set forth in (b) through (e) above when such 
exceptions are explained and justified in the THP and the exception would provide for the protection of 
the beneficial uses of water or control erosion to a standard at least equal to that which would result from 
the application of the standard rule. 

Article 13 County Rules 

924 County Rules Within the Southern Subdistrict or the Coast Forst District [Coast, SSD2] 
In lieu of 14 CCR 1032.7 subsections (c), (e), (f), (i), and (h)(l) and 1037, the rules contained in 924.1 

through 924.S shall apply in any county for which rules have been adopted pursuant to PRC 4516.S. 

924.1 Plan Submittal and Notice or Intent [Coast, SSD) 
(a) The plan submitter shall prepare and submit to the Director, with the plan, a Notice of lnte.Dt to 

Harvest Timber as described in 14 CCR 1032.7(d). 
(b) The plan submitters shall furnish to the Department at the time ofsubmission of the plan the names 

and addresses of an property owners within 300 ft. of the exterior boundaries ofassessor's parcels upon 
which aplan has been submitted, and the names and addresses ofproperty owners with property fronting 
or bordering that portion of the haul route lying between the plan area and the nearest public road. The 
list shall be compiled from the latest equalized assessment roll of the county or a list provided by a title 
insurance company. 

(1) The plan submitter shall submit business size envelopes stamped with first class postage properly 
addressed to the property owners identified in (b). These will be used by the Department for mailing the 
Notice of Filing. 

(c) The plan submitter shall mail copies of the Notice of Intent to all names in (b) prior to plan 
submission. At the time ofplan submission, the plan submitter shall certify in writing that this procedure 
has been followed. 

(cl) For plan amendments, the submitter of the amendment shall certify in writing at the time the 
amendment is submitted that copies of a new Notice of Intent have been mailed to: 

(1) All property owners not previously noticed under subsection (b) who, because of the plan 
amendment, would be required to receive the notice provided for in subsection (b). 

(l) All property owners previously noticed under subsection (b) when there is a change in ailvicultural 
method. 

924.l Plan F1Una [Coast, SSDJ 
A plan found by the Director to be accurate, complete and in proper order shall be filed on the 10th day 

following the date of its receipt by the Department. When the Director finds a plan inaccurate, 
incomplete, or otherwise not in proper order, the plan shall be returned to the submitter with written 
specifications of the deficiencies. 

'Southern Sub-District 
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'24.3 Prehanllt lnlpecdon [Cout, Im>] 
On or before the date the plan Is filed, the Director shall determine if a prdlarvest inspection is 

necessary. A preharvest inspection &hall be conducted on all plans for which a public hearing is to be 
held. 

'24.4 Notice of F1U111 [Cout, Im>] 
In addition to those items required by 14 CCR 1037.1, the followina shall apply: 
(•)The Notice of Fllina shall contain: 

(1) The date, time and location of the public hearin&, when applicable. 
(l) The Director shall include the date, time and location of the review team meeting if it is known. 

(b) Within two workin& days of the date the plan Is filed, the Director shall send copies of the Notice 
of Filing to: 

(1) All property owners listed in 14 CCR 924. l(b). 
(l) A newspaper of ea:ieral distribution in the area. 

924.5 Agmc:y and Public lleview [Cout, Im>] 
In addition to the requirema:its of 14 CCR 1037 .3, the following shall apply: The Director shall send 

a copy of the filed plan to any local public water qa:icy that makes written request for it and the 
appropriate local school district. 

COUNTY RULES, COAST DISTRICT 

'15 Santa Clara County Rulel [Suta Clara County] 
In addition to forest practice rules applying in the Coast Forest District and Southern Subdistrict of the 

Coast Forest District, rules contained in 92S. l to 925.10 shall apply within the boundaries ofSanta Clara 
County. These rules are for all of Santa Clara County, including that portion in the Southern Forest 
District. Where the ea:ieral rules conflict with Santa Clara County rules, the Santa Clara County rules 
shall apply. 

925.1 	Wint« Period [Santa Clara County] 
The winter period for Santa Clara County shall be October JS throu&h April IS. 

'15.2 Plan Submittal and Notice or Intent [Santa Clara County] 
14 CCR 1032.7 subsections (c), (e), (f), (g), and (h)(l), shall not apply in Santa Clara County. In lieu 

of those subsections, the followina shall apply: 
(•)The plan submitter shall prepare and submit to the Director, with the plan, a Notice of Intent to 

Harvest Timber u described in 14 CCR 1032.7(d). 
(b) The plan submitter shall furnish to the Department It the time of submission of the plan the names 

and addresses of all property owners within 300 ft. of the exterior boundaries of assessor's parcels upon 
which a plan has been submitted, and the names and addresses ofproperty owners with property fronting 
or borderin& thlt portion of the haul route lying between the plan area and the nearest public rold. The 
list shall be compiled from the lit.est equalized assessment roll of the county or 1 list provided by a title 
insurance company. 

(c) The plan submitter shall mail copies of the Notice of Intent to an names in (b) prior to plan 
submission. At the time ofplan submission, the plan submitter shall certify in writing that this procedure 
has been followed. 

(d) For plan amendments, the submitter of the amendment shall certify in writing at the time the 
amendment is submitted that copies of 1 new Notice of Intent have been mailed to: 

(1) All property owners not previously noticed under subsection (b) who, because of the plan 
amendment, would be required to receive the notice provided for in subsection (b). 
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(2) All property owners previously noticed under subsection (b) when there is a change in silvicultural 
method. 

925.3 Plan Distribution [Santa Clara County] 
Within two working days of the date of the receipt of the plan, the Director shall transmit copies of the 

plan to: 
(a) The local school district within which the plan is located. 
(b) The Santa Clara Valley Water District. 

925.4 Contents or the Plan [Santa Clara County] 
14 CCR 1034, subsection (g) and that ponion of (x) penaining to map size shall not apply in Santa 

Clara County (all of subsections (x)(l) through (x)(l4) shall apply.). In lieu of those subsections, the 
following shall apply: 

(a) A description of the plan area within which timber operations are to be conducted, indicating 
section, township, range, county and approximate acreage, and assessor's parcel number(s) for the 
assessor's parcels within which a plan is submitted. 

(b) The estimated number of logging truck loads to be removed and the approximate number of daily 
trips. 

(c) The following information shall be clearly provided on a reproducible 1 • = SOO' topographic map 
showing 40 ft. contour intervals, provided such maps are available from the county at nominal cost. 
Additional maps may be required to show specific details, and may be planimetric. Color coding shall 
not be used. A legend shall be included indicating the meaning of the symbols used. See district rules 
for the appropriate minimum mapping acreages. 

(1) The location of scenic roads as designated by the County General Plan or in another document 
officially adopted by the county. 

(2) Location of all structures (mcluding mobile homes or trailers) currently maintained for human 
habitation within 200 ft. as measured along the surface of the ground from the boundary of the plan area. 

(cl) On timber operations requiring submission of a plan, all routes to be used for removing forest 
products from the plan area to the mill or county line shall be shown on a road map submitted with the 
plan. A proposed change in the use of public roads that are part of the haul route shall be presumed to 
be a substantial deviation unless the plan submitter requests that the proposed change be considered a 
minor deviation in accordance with the procedures set fonh in 14 CCR 1036 and 1040 and the Director 
so determines. The Director shall consult with County Transponation Agency before giving approval. 

(e) A statement shall be prepared indicating the proposed type, quantity, purpose and method of 
application of any chemicals listed as restricted by the State Department ofFood and Agricultu.re that are 
to be used. 

925.5 Tractor Yarding [Santa Clara County] 
In addition to 14 CCR 914.2, the following shall apply in Santa Clara County. Prior to submittal of 

a plan, the location ofproposed constructed tractor roads on slopes over 50% shall be intervisibly flagged 
on the ground. 

925.6 Flagging [Santa Clara County] 
In addition to other flagging requirements in Subchapter 3 of Title 14 CCR, the Director, where 

necessary to protect adjoining propenies, may require flagging of approximate property lines on the site 
where any truck road, tractor road or harvest area is proposed within 100 ft. of a property line. 

925.7 Log HauUn1 [Santa Clara County] 
(a) Log hauling on public roads is not permitted on Saturdays, Sundays, or on those days which are 

nationally designated legal holidays. 
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(b) Log haulin& on public roads may be restricted or not pmoitted by the Director during commute 
hours or duri.n& school busing hours in order to prevent a serious hazard to traffic flow and safety or to 
prevent hazardous conditions that would endanger school children. 

(c) Durio& lo& hauliJI& on public roads, the timber operator may be required by the Director to post 
special traffic sips and/or flagmen where determined to be necessary to prevent a hazard to traffic. 

(cl) Any new access for the use of logillg trucks to Highway 17 shall not be constructed until the 
Director bas received approval for such construction from the State Dq>artment of Transportation and 
bas consulted with the County Transportation Aaeocy. A request for newly constructed access must be 
accompanied by evidence that such access will not adversely impact traffic flow and safety on the 
highway. 

925.8 Public Road Burrer 7.one [Santa Clara County] 
All loging roads, tractor roads, and landings located within 200 ft. as measured along the surface of 

the around from the edae of the traveled surface of a public road, shall be screened from direct public 
view to the extent feasible by leavin& trees and veaetatioo between disturbed areas and public road. If 
trees are to be harvested in this buffer zone, the proposed harvesting shall be identified in the plan and 
the trees to be cut or left shall be marked before the preharvest inspection, if such an inspection is to be 
made. 

925.9 Public Road Protection [Santa Clara County] 
All proposed construction activities for loging roads and associated drainage structures, tractor roads, 

or other activities involving significant earth movement within 200 ft . ofa public road shall be described 
in the plan. Tbe construction of loging roads and associated drainage structures, tractor roads, or other 
activities involvina significant earth movement within 200 feet of a public road is prohibited if the 
Director bas determined that the activities will significantly increase the maintenance costs of the public 
road or result in damaae to the public road which will significantly restrict the use of the public road. 

925.10 Hours of Work [Santa Clara County] 
Within 300 ft . of any occupied dwellin&, the operation of power equipment except licensed highway 

vehicles, shall be restricted to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., and shall be prohibited on 
Saturdays, Sundays and nationally designated legal holidays. An exception to this rule may be granted 
by the Director where be/she bas found that no disturbance will result to the occupants of the dwelling 
from the use of such equipment. 

925.11 Performance Bood1111 [Santa Clara County] 
When haul in& Joas punuant to a 1HP, the L TO shall provide for the repair of any danage to a county 

road that is willfully or oegliaently caused by the L TO's lo& hauling operations, and shall provide for 
the repair ofany damaae caused by the LTO's log haulinl operations to appurtenant structures, includini, 
but not limited to, pard rails, sip, traffic signals, culverts, curbs and similar facilities. If necessary 
to ensure compliance with this section, the county may request, and the Departmtnt, upon such request, 
may require the timber opecator or respooaible party to post adequate financial security to restore paved 
or unpaved county roads and lpPUrteDIDt structures which are damaaed by lo& baulinl operlt.ions. Tbe 
request for postina of financial aec:urlty shall be made to the Department duri.n& the 1RP review 
procedure and no later than five daya before the Director's decision date. Tbe timber operator or 
responsible party aball post a certificate ofdeposit, certificate of insurance or performance bond, or other 
financial security in favor of the Dq>artmeot in a reasonable amount set by the Director, not to exceed 
SS,000 per mile of county road used or $50,000, whichever is less and subject to provisions of Div. 3, 
Part I, Chapter 1, Article 8, Sec. 11110 through 11113 of the Gov. C. Such cash deposit or other 
acceptable financial security shall cover a period not to exceed the effective period of the plan. 

When a form of financial security is required, logging trucks shall not use the county roads until the 
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required security is posted with the Department. The Director shall release the bond or equivalent to the 
principal of the security upon completion of log hauling operations and compliance with the requirements 
of this section. If and when repairs are necessary, the Director shall request the operator to provide for 
making the repairs. If the repairs are oot made the Department may take corrective action and may order 
the bond, or equivalent, forfeited in an amount not to exceed actual damage. When a bond or equivalent 
has been posted, the Department shall provide the county with a copy of the Work Completion Report. 
The county shall advise the Department in writing within 30 days of its receipt of notification of 
completion of hauling operations or the Work Completion Report if damage has occurred repain need 
to be made. If the county fails to notify the Director within 30 days, the bond of surety shall be released. 

926 Santa Cruz County Rules [Santa Cruz County] 
In addition to forest practice rules applying in the Coast Forest District and Southern Subdistrict of the 

Coast Forest District, rules contained in 926.1. lhrough 926.19 shall apply within the boundaries of Santa 
Cruz County. Where the general rules conflict with Santa Cruz County rules, the Santa Cruz County 
rules shall apply. 

926.l Registered Professional Forester (RPF) Advice [Santa Cruz County] 
The provisions of 14 CCR 913.S(b)(S) shall apply when timber operations are conducted in accordance 

with 14 CCR 913.S(a). 

926.2 Fleld Review [Santa Cruz County] 
Subsequent plan approval, but prior to commencement of timber operations, the RPF responsible for 

preparin& the plan, the RPF who will advise the timber opemor during timber operations (if different), 
and the timber operator shall meet in the field to review the specifics of the plan. The Director may 
attend and participate in such meeting, and shall be given advance notice of the meeting by the plan 
submitter. 

926.3 Plan Submittal and Notice of Intent [Santa Cruz County] 
14 CCR 1032.7, subsections (c),(e),{f),(g) and {b)(l) shall not apply in Santa Cruz County. In lieu of 

those subsections the following shall apply: 
(a) The plan submitter shall prepare and submit to the Director, with the plan, a Notice <'t Intent to 

Harvest Timber as described in 14 CCR 1032.7(d). 
(b) The plan submitter shall furnish to the Department at the time of submission of the plan, the names 

and addresses ofall property owners within 300 ft. of the exterior boundaries of assessor's parcels upon 
which a plan has been submitted, and the names and addresses of property owners with property fronting 
or bordering that portion of the haul route Iyin& between the plan area and the nearest public road. The 
list shall be compiled from the latest equalized assessment roll of the county or a list provided by a title 
insurance company. 

(c) The plan submitter shall mail copies ofthe Notice of Intent to all property owners identified pursuant 
to (b) prior to plan submission. The plan submitter shall further mail the Notice of Intent to: 

(1) All members of the Board of Supervisors in whose district any timber operation is proposed; 
(2) The local school district; 
(3) The publicly-owned water district which maintains any water production or water storage facility 

in the watershed within which any timber operation is proposed. At the time of plan submission, the plan 
submitter shall certify in writing that this procedure has been followed. 

(cl) The plan submitter shall have the Notice of Intent published in a newspape.r of general circulation 
in the area, concurrently with the submission of the plan to the Director. Proof of publication of ootice 
shall be provided to the Director prior to bis/her determination made pursuant to 14 CCR 1037.6. 

(e) For plan amendments, the submitter of the amendment shall certify in writing at the time the 
amendment is submitted that copies of a new Notice of Intent have been mailed to : 
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(1) All property owners not previously noticed under sub-sect.ion (b} who, because of the plan 
amendment, would be required to receive the notice provided in subsection (b}. 

(2) All property owners previously noticed under subsection (b} when there is a change in silvicultural 
method. 

!126.4 Preharvest llllllpectlon Report [Santa Cruz Count1J 
Following any preharvest inspection, the Forest Practice Officer who conducted the inspection shall 

make a written report on the plan, indicating whether the plan, as proposed, conforms to the requirements 
of the Forest Practice Act and Board rules, and further statin& whether the feasibility analysis required 
by 14 CCR 898 has properly responded to the issues identified in that section. A copy of this Preharvest 
Inspection Report shall be provided to review team members and advisors, and shall be made available 
for public information as a public record. 

!126.5 Additional Information After Prehanest Inspection [Santa Cruz Count1J 
When th.e Director determines, based upon field inspection of the plan area, that additional information 

is necessary in order that the Review Team may conduct the review prescribed by 14 CCR 1037.S(b}, 
the RPF who prepared the plan shall be responsible for supplying such additional information. Additional 
information shall be limited to information regarding those items specified in 14 CCR 1034, Contents of 
Plan. 

!126.6 Public Wat« A,ency Representative [Santa Cruz Count1J 
In the case of any timber operation proposed to be carried out in an area which serves as a watershed 

for any publicly-<>wned water purveyor, the Director shall request a representative ofsuch water purveyor 
to assist the Department as an advisor in the review process, pursuant to the provisions of 14 CCR 
1037.S; such water purveyor representative shall be permitted to participate in all review team meetings. 

!126.7 Review Team Field Review [Santa Cruz County] 
Any review team member may, on request, accompany the Department as an advisor to the Department, 

on any field review the Department conducts prior to approval of the plan. 

!126.8 Fuelwood Operations [Santa Cruz County] 
Notwithstandin& 14 CCR 1038(b}, the harvest of fuelwood in operations where more than three acres 

are proposed to be harvested, shall be carried out in accordance with the provisions of 14 CCR 1038­
1038.1. In addition, for purposes of 14 CCR 1038, minimum impact means: 

(a) No new road construction; 

(b} No road reconstruction chat involves substantial change in the original road prism; 

(c) No timber operations on slopes in excess of 60"; 
(cl) No timber operations in special treatment areas; 
(e) No timber operations within watercourse and lake protection r.ones; 
(I) No timber operations on unstable soils; 

(&) No timber operations within SOO feet on an active nesting site of rare or endangered bird species; 

(h) No timber operations on areas with high or extreme erosion haurd rating; 
(l) The harvest area must be immediately stocked; and 
(J) Timber operations are limited to 45 days unless an approved plan is obtained. 
Fuelwood operations that cannot be harvested pursuant to 14 CCR 1038 and 1038.1 will require a plan 

pursuant to 14 CCR 913.8(b}. 

!126.9 Hour5 of Work [Santa Cruz Count1) 
The operation of chainsaws and other power-driven saw equipment shall be restricted to the hours 

between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., and shall be prohibited on Saturdays, Sundays, and nationally 
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designated legal holidays. The operation of all other power equipment, except licensed highway vehicles, 
within 300 ft. of an occupied dwelling shall be restricted to the hours between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., 
and shall be prohibited on Saturdays, Sundays and nationally designated legal holidays. 

An exception to this rule may be granted by the Director where be/she has found that no disturbance 
will result to the occupant& of the dwelling from the use of such equipment. 

926.10 Loa Hauling [Santa Cruz County] 
(a) Log hauling on public roads is not permitted on Saturdays, Sundays, or on those days wbich are 

nationally designated legal holidays. 
(b) Log hauling on public roads may be restricted or not permitted by the Director during commute 

hours or during school busing hours when necessary to prevent a serious hazard to traffic flow and safety 
or to prevent hazardous conditions that would endanger public safety. 

(c) During log hauling on public roads, the timber operator may be required by the Director to post 
special traffic signs and/or flagpersons where determined to be necessary to prevent a hazard to traffic. 

926.11 Flagging or Property Lines [Santa Cruz County) 
In addition to other flagging requirements in Subchapter 3 of Title 14 CCR, the Director, where 

necessary to protect adjoining properties may require flagging of approximate property lines on the site 
where any truck: road, tractor road or harvest area is proposed within 100 ft. of a property line. 

926.12 Soil [Santa Cruz County] 
The process ofconstructing or reconstructing truck roads, tractor roads, tractor trails, and landings shall 

not cause soil to be deposited on property owned by others, except with the consent of the property 
owner. 

926.13 Perrormance Bonding [Santa Cruz County] 
When hauling logs pursuant to a TifP, the L TO shall provide for the repair of any damage to a county 

road that is willfully or negligently caused by the LTO's log hauling operations, and shall provide for 
the repair ofany damage caused by the LTO's log hauling operations to appurtenant structures, including, 
but not limited to, guard rails, signs, traffic signals, culverts, curbs and similar facilities. If necessary 
to ensure compliance with this section, the county may request, and the Department, upon such request, 
may require the timber operator or responsible party to post adequate financial security to restore paved 
or unpaved county roads and appurtenant structures which are damaged by log hauling operations. The 
request for posting of financial security shall be made to the Department during the TifP review 
procedure and no later than five days before the Director's decision date. The timber operator or 
responsible party shall post a certificate ofdeposit, certificate of insurance or performance bond, or other 
financial security in favor of the Department in a reasonable amount set by the Director, not to exceed 
$5,000 per mile of county road used or $50,000, whichever is less and subject to provisions of Div. 3, 
Pan I, Chapter 1, Article 8, Sec. 11110 through 11113 of the Gov. C. Such cash deposit or other 
acceptable financial security shall cover a period not to exceed the effective period of the plan. 

When a form of financial security is required, logging trucks shall not use the county roads until the 
required security is posted with the Department. The Director shall release the bond or equivalent to the 
principal of the security upon completion of log hauling operations and compliance with the requirements 
of this section. If and when repairs are necessary, the Director shall request the operator to provide for 
making the repairs. If the repairs are not made the Department may take corrective action and may order 
the bond, or equivalent, forfeited in an amount not to exceed actual damage. When a bond or equivalent 
has been posted, the Department shall provide the county with a copy of the Work: Completion Report. 
The county shall advise the Department in writing within 30 days of its receipt of notification of 
completion of hauling operations or the Work Completion Report if damage has occurred repairs need 
to be made. If the county fails to notify the Director within 30 days, the bond of surety shall be released. 
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926.14 Biodc Resources [Santa Cruz County) 
In addition to the requirements of 1-4 CCR 103-4(w), the plan shall identify local unique plant and animal 

species as identified in the Santa Cruz County General Plan. 

926.15 Road Construction [Santa Cruz County) 
Whenever new road construction is proposed and the plan submitter owns or controls any property 

contiguous to the parcel or parcels on which timber operations are proposed, and such contiguous 
property contains timberland, the RPF shall include a map and explanation of bow the new road is 
integrated into the existing or proposed truck road and associated transportation system for all the 
contiguous property owned or controlled by the plan submitter on which timberland is found. Such 
proposed integrated truck road and associated transportation system sball be reviewed in connection with 
review of the proposed plan, and the plan shall be modified, if necessary, to assure that the approved plan 
will be compatible and oonsisteot with timber operations on the contiguous property. 

926.16 Flagging [Santa Cruz County) 
The location of proposed truck roads, constructed tractor roads, landings, and watercourse crossings 

shall be designated on the plan map and shall be located in the field with flagging. Such flagging shall 
occur prior to the preharvest irupection if one is to be oonducted. Ragging for truck roads and 
constructed tractor roads will be intervisible along the proposed alignments. 

926.17 Abandonment or Roam and Landinp [Santa Cruz County) 
When an existing truck road, tractor road, or landing is located in an area in which it could not be 

newly constructed in conformance with these rules, then, where feasible, such road or landing shall be 
abandoned, stabilized, revegetated, and restricted from vehicular use, unless the use of such road or 
landing would produce less environmental impact than the use of a new road or landing constructed in 
accordance with these rules. 

926.111 	 Winter Period [Santa Cruz County) 
The winter period for Santa Cruz County shall be October 15 through April JS. 

926.19 Erosion Control Maintenance [Santa Cruz County) 
The plan submitter shall maintain all drainage structures and draina&e facilities required by these rules 

in effective working condition throughout one winter period after completion of timber operations. A 
work completion report may not be filed until this requirement has been met. 

926.20 Soquel Creek Watershed [Santa Cruz County) 
In the Soquel Creek Waaenhed, if the Director finds that a timber harvesting plan, after the application 

of any mitigating measures chosen, will result in unacceptable risk to public health, safety, or general 
welfare of downstream wlter users and communities, or will substantially increase the probability of 
debris (trees, large woody debris) or earth and rock from mass wasting (debris flows, rotational slides, 
block-type slides) from directly entering watercourses the Director shall deny the plan. The Director shall 
consider and address the geologic stability (faults, slope stability) and bydrologic condition (bank erosion, 
erosion caused by natural drainaae patterns being disrupted, etc.) of the watershed. 

The Director shall require mitigation measures that will stabilize logging roads, skid trails, and landings, 
and shall provide for review by a geolofist or erosion control specialist. Where slopes are grNter than 
SO" and are adjacent to Class I and D watercourses, the Director shall consider where appropriate 
requiring timber operaton to implement the followin1 measures: 

1. Prohibiting log hauling or tractor yarding operations during the winter period; 
2. Treating all roads, existing or new, as temporary roads unless explained and justified in the plan; 
3. Outsloping temporary roads and landings in addition to the installation of waterbreaks; 
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4. Treating sidecast and fill along roads and landings and specifying the method of treatment in the plan; 
and 

5. Treating tractor roads that exposed bare mineral soil and specifying the method of treatment in the 
plan. 

This rule shall expire on July 1, 199-4, unless specifically extended by the Board. 

926.ll Exemptions From Timber Harvesting Plan Requirements [Santa Cruz County] 
The following requirements shall apply to timber operations conducted on ownerships of timberland of 

less than three acres pursuant to 14 CCR 1038(c). 
(a) The notice of exemption submitted to the Director pursuant to 14 CCR 1038. l shall be accompanied 

by a planimetric or topographic map that clearly shows the location of and identifies the following 
features within the plan area: 

(1) Log landing proposed to be used, 
(1) Tractor roads on slopes over 50%, 
(3) Logging roads, 
(4) Watercourses, lakes, marshes, springs, and seeps, and 
(5) Structures, including mobile homes and trailers, currently maintained for human habitation within 

200 ft., as measured along the surface of the ground, from the boundary of the plan area. 
(b) In addition, the following information shall be provided: 

(1) The approximate number of trees to be cut, 
(1) Assessor's Parcel Number covering the plan area, 
(3) Zoning designation coverin& the plan area, and 
(4) Expected dates of commencement and completion. 

(c) Within S working days of receipt, CDF shall determine whether the exemption is complete and 
accurate. If it is found to be complete and accurate, CDF shall send a copy with a Notice of Acceptance 
to both the county and the applicant. Operations pursuant to the Exemption may not commence for ten 
working days from the date of the Notice of Acceptance in order to provide the County with an 
opportunity to: (I) review the proposed operation, and (2) notify the submitter of applicable county 
regulations prior to the onset of operations. The Notice of Acceptance shall include the following 
statements: 

(1) An explanation that both the state and county have re&uJatory authority over timber harvest 
operations on ownerships of timberland of less than three acres. 

(2) An explanation that the Director's acceptance only relates to compliance with the rules of the State 
Board of Forestry. 

(3) Recommendation that the submitter should consult with the Santa Cruz Planning Department before 
proceeding. 

(4) Notification that proceeding without consulting with the County Planning Department could result 
in violation of county ordinances. 

(5) Notification that operations pursuant to the Exemption may not commence for ten working days 
to facilitate review of this operation by the county. The earliest date on which operations may commence 
shall be clearly stated in the Notice of Acceptance. 

(d) If the Exemption is determined to be incomplete, CDF shall return the exemption to the applicant 
with a cover letter explain.in& the deficiencies. 

927 Marin County Rules [Marin County] 
In addition to forest practice rules applying in the Coast Forest District and Southern subdistrict of the 

Coast Forest District, rules contained in 927.1 through 927.17 shall apply within the boundaries of Marin 
County. Where the general rules conflict with Marin County rules, the Marin County rules shall apply. 
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927.1 	Winter Period [Marin County] 
The winter period for Marin County &hall be October 1 throuah April 15. 

927.2 Content& or Plan [Marin County] 
All of subsections (x)(l) throuah (x)(l4) of 14 CCR 1034 shall apply in Marin County. Subsection (g) 

and that portion of (x) pertaining to map size &hall not apply and in lieu of those subsections, the 
following &hall apply: 

(a) A description of the plan area within which timber operations are to be conducted, indicating 
section, township, range, county and approximate acruge, and assessor's parcel number(s) for the 
~sor's parcels within which a plan is submitted. 

(b) The estimated number of logging truck loads to be removed and the approximate number of daily 
trips. 

(C) The following information &hall be clearly provided OD I reproducible l "=500' topographic map 
showing 40 ft. contour intervals, provided such maps are available from the county at nominal cost. 
(Nominal cost for the purposes of this subsection shall not exceed $10.) If this map is not available, the 
map requirement in 14 CCR 1034(x) shall apply. Additional maps may be required to show specific 
details, and may be planimetric. Color coding shall not be used. A legend shall be included indicating 
the meaning of the symbols used. See district rules for the appropriate minimum mapping acreqe. 

(1) Location of Marin County Recreation Corridor (CRC), scenic corridors, conservation woes, as 
identified in the Marin Countywide Plan of April, 1982 and special treatment areas designated by the 
County General Plan of 1982 or in any other document officially adopted by the county. 

(2) Location of all structures (including mobile homes or trailers) currently maintained for human 
habitation within 200 ft. as measured along the surface of the ground from the boundary of the plan area. 

(d) On timber operations requiring submission of a plan, all routes to be used for removing forest 
products from the plan area to the mill or county line shall be shown on a road map submitted with the 
plan. A proposed change in the use of public roads that are part of the haul route shall be presumed to 
be a substantial deviation unless the plan submitter requests that the proposed change be considered a 
minor deviation in accordance with the procedure set forth in 14 CCR 1036 and 1040 and the Director 
so determines. The Director shall consult with County Transportation District before giving approval. 
The plan shall identify the location of schools along the haul route and shall specify their hours of 
operation. 

(e) Plan maps must show the location of and identify the following: all log landings proposed to be 
used, and all main tractor roads on slopes over 50%, all logging roads, all watercourses, lakes, and 
marshes and boundaries of the CRC within or contiiUOUS to the plan area. 

(f) A statement shall be prepared indicting the proposed type, quantity, purpose and method of 
application ofany chemicals listed as restricted by the State Department of Food and Agriculture that are 
to be used. 

(&) The plan shall include a brief statement describing any additional proposed uses for the land in 
addition to timber harvesting (e.g., a residential or commercial development) for a period offive years. 

(h) Whenever new road construction is proposed and the plan submitter owns or controls any property 
cootii\lOUS to the parcel or parcels on which timber operations are proposed, and such contiguous 
property contains timberland, the RPF shall include a map and explanation of how the new road is 
integrated into the existing or proposed truck road and associated transportation system, for all the 
contiguous property owned or controlled by the plan submitter on which timberland is found. Such 
proposed integrated truck road and usociated transportation system shall be reviewed in connection with 
review ofthe proposed plan, and the plan shall be modified, ifnecessary, to usure that the approved plan 
will be compatible and consist!!Dt with timber operations on the contiguous property. 

(i) The TIIP shall include a plan fur safe access to a public roadway from the site of operations. The 
plan submitter shall be required to consult with County officials in designing the access plan, and shall 
attach to the THP a County encroachment permit if one bu been approved. 
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0) The plan submitter shall identify any publicly owned water purveyor within the drainage and indicate 
on the plan whether a watershed protection agreement with any publicly owned water purveyor bas been 
obtained for the proposed operation and append any such agreement to the plan. Any such agreement 
shall be appended for information purposes only. Ifno such agreement has been reached with the water 
purveyor, the plan submitter shall attach any previous correspondence to and from the water purveyor 
concerning the proposed timber operation. 

(k) If a road or landing to be constructed or improved as part of the proposed timber operation is 
planned to be used to serve or facilitate a residential or commercial development, the plan submitter shall 
obtain a grading permit from the county and attach any such permit to the plan, for information purposes 
only. 

927.3 Tractor Yarding (Marin County] 
In addition to 14 CCR 914.2, the following shall apply in Marin County: Prior to submittal of a plan, 

the approximate location of proposed constructed tractor roads on slopes over 50% shall be intervisibly 
flagged on the ground. 

927.4 Flagging [Marin County] 
In addition to flagging requirements in Subchapter 3 of Title 14 CCR, the Director, where n~ 

to protect adjoining properties, may require flagging of approximate property lines on the site where any 
truck road, tractor road or harvest area is proposed within l 00 ft of a property line. 

927.S Log Hauling [Marin County] 
(a) Log hauling on public roads is not permitted on Saturdays, Sundays, or on those days which are 

nationally designated holidays. 
(h) Log hauling on public roads shall be restricted or not permitted by the Director during commute 

hours or during school busing hours if necessary to prevent a significant hazard to traffic flow and safety 
or to prevent hazardous conditions that would endanger public safety. 

(c) During log hauling on public roads, the timber operator may be required by the Director to post 
special traffic signs and/or flagpersons where determined to be necessary to prevent a hazard to traffic. 

(d) Any new access for the use of logging trucks oo Highway I shall not be constructed until the 
Director has received approval for such construction from the State Department of Transportation and 
has consulted with the County Transportation District. A request for newly constructed access must be 
accompanied by evidence that such access will not adversely affect traffic flow and safety on the highway. 

(e) Where road width will not permit passage of a logging truck and another oncoming vehicle, and 
adequate turnouts are not present, the Director may require the use ofpilot cars equipped with warning 
signs and flashing lights to guide logging trucks on public roads. 

(I) Within 300 ft . of any occupied dwelling, the operation of power equipment, including chain saws, 
except licensed highway vehicles, shall be restricted to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., and 
shall be prohibited on Saturdays, Sundays, and nationally designated legal holidays. Where, because of 
unusual ground condition or vecy close proximity of oceupied dwellings or special circumstances related 
thereto, the Director determines that a need exists for further restrictions, he/she may increase the 
distance and may limit the hours to not less than 8:00 a.m. to S:OO p.m. An exception to this rule may 
be granted by the Director where he/she has found that no disturbance win result to the occupants of the 
dwelling from the use of such equipment. 

927.6 Public Road Burrer Zone [Marin County] 
All logging roads, tractor roads, and landings located within 200 ft., as measured along the surface of 

the ground from the edge of the traveled surface of a public road, shall be screened from direct public 
view to the extent feasible by leaving trees and vegetation between disturbed areas and public roads. If 
trees are to be harvested in this buffer zone, the proposed harvesting shall be identified in the plan and 
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the trees to be cut or left shall be marked before the preh.arvest inspection, if such an inspection is to be 
made. 

927.7 nmb« Hanestln& Plans [Marin County] 
(a) An initial inspection of the area in which timber operations are to be conducted shall be made within 

10 days from the date of filing of the plan, or such longer period as may be mutually qreed upon by the 
Director and the person submitting the plan. The RPF who prepared the plan shall attend the initial 
inspection. 

(b) In the case of any timber operation proposed to be carried out in an area which serves as a 
watershed for any publicly owned water purveyor, the Director shall request a representative of such 
water purveyor to assist the Department as a advisor in the review process, pursuant to the provision of 
14 CCR 1037.S; such water purveyor representative shall be permitted to participate in all review team 
meetings. 

927.8 Exemptions rrom Timber Harnstin& Plan Requirements [Marin County) 
To ensure that the protection necessary to maintain the integrity of the resources of the County are 

achieved, the following requirements shall apply to the timber operations exempt from filing of TIIPs 
under 14 CCR 1038: 

(a) The requirements of 14 CCR 927.7(a) and (b), and 927.2(c) and (e) shall apply with the following 
exceptions: 

(I) Pursuant to PRC 4582. 7, an initial inspection may not be required; 
(l) A written plan is not required although a plan map must accompany the notice of timber 

operations. Harvesting of Christmas trees is exempt from timber marking requirements. 
(b) The expected dates of commencement and completion shall be stated in the notice of timber 

operations. 
(c) The Director shall acknowledge in writing and within 10 days, acceptance or reject.ion of the notice 

of timber operations. The Director shall consult with the Marin County Planning Director before 
acceptance. Timber operations shall not commence until the Director's acceptance bas been received by 
the person who filed the notice. 

(cl) Exempt operations shall be limited to the calendar year of acceptance. 
(e) The requirements of PRC 4585, Completion Report, and PRC 4587, Stocking Reports, shall apply 

to exempt operations within the County. 

927.9 Sllvlcultural Methods and Intermediate Treatments [Marin County) 
The objective of this section is to prescribe silvicultural methods and treatments that will protect the 

long-term productivity ofsoils and timberlands and protect the natural and scenic qualities of the County. 
The following silvicultural methods and treatments as prescribed below will be applied in the County. 
14 CCR 913 through 913.6 defines these methods and treatments. 

(a) Commercial lbinni.og Intermediate Treatment or the Selection Method: When the commercial .. 
thinning treatment or the selection silvicultural method is used, the following standards are required: 

(I) lave a well distributed timber stand after cuttin& and logging operations have been completed on 
the cut area. Leave at least 40" by llWllber of those trees 18 in. or more d.b.b. which were present 
prior to commencement of current timber operations and at least SO" by llWllber of those over 12 in. 
d.b.h. but less than 18 in. or more d.b.h.. Leave trees 1~ in. or more d.b.h. shall be domiuant or 
codominant in crown class prior to timber harvesting or have crowns typical of such domiuant or 
codominant trees. All leave trees shall be thrifty coniferous trees which are free from substantial damage 
caused by timber operations. No conifer tree shall be cut which is more than 75 ft. from a leave tree 12 
inches d.b.h. or larger located within the touing area. Averaae top stump diameter, outside bark, shall 
be considered 1 in. greater than d.b.b. 

(l) Immediately following completion of timber operations, stocking must meet or exceed stocking 
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standards of 14 CCR 927.10. 
(3) A report of stocking IS described in PRC 4587 shall be filed within six months following 

completion of work as described in the plan. 
(b) Sanitation-Salvage Treatment: When the sanitation-salvage treatment is used, the following practices 

are required: 
(1) Restrictions on time periods for subsequent timber operations shall not apply to the sanitation­

salvage treatment. 
(l) An effort shall be made to regenerate any cut area durin& the first planting season following log 

removal. N~ site preparation, planting, or seeding shall be completed within the first planting 
season following logging, except where unusual or adverse weather conditions require extending site 
preparation and plantin& into the following plantin& season. Deficiencies in stDcking shall be corrected 
by plantin& annually at least three times if necessary to meet the stockin& standards in 14 CCR 927.10. 

(c) Clearcutting Mdhod: The clearcutting mdhod ia not authorized for the County. 
(d) Recutting of Logging Areas: Timber operations for removal of trees may only be repeated on a 

logging area within less than ten years after completion of a previous timber operation if minimum 
standards have been met, the reasons for the operation are justified and explained in the plan and the 
scenic and/or natural qualities of a stand would be enhanced by li&hter or more frequent tree removal. 
In no instance shall stocking be reduced below the standards provided in 14 CCR 927.10 nor shall more 
than 60% by numbers of those trees 18 in. and more d.b.h. and no more than SO" by numbers of those 
trees over 12 in. d.b.b. but less than 18 in. d.b.b. be removed within any one 10-year period. 

On timber operations in which cutting has occurred within 10 years preceding the current operations, 
stumps which are the result of cutting trees within the precedinJ 10 years shall be counted IS trees cut 
during the current operation in detmnininJ percent of trees cut. Timbec operations conducted under the 
Sanitation-Salvage Treatment. and the harvestinJ of minor forest products and incidental vegetation are 
exempt from the above provision of this section. 

927.10 Stocking Requirements [Marin County) 
Thestocking standards for understocked timberlands and substantially damaged timberlands as provided 

for by 14 CCR 1080 tbrou&h 1081.1 and 1085 throu&h 1085.6 are not applicable in the County. After 
completion of timber operations one of the following stock.in& standards must be met: 

(a) Basal Area: The average residual basal area, measured in stems 1 in. or larger in diameter shall 
be at least 125 sq. ft. per acre on Site I lands, at least 100 sq. ft. per acre on Site Il and Site m lands 
and at lea.st 75 sq. ft. per acre on Site IV and V lands, or 

(b) Point Count: The area contains an average point count as specified below: 
(1) On Site I and Il lands, the area contains an average point count of 4SO per acre t.o be computed 

as follows: 
(A) 450 countable trees per acre not more than 4 inches d.b.b.; each tree to count as one towards 

meeting stocking requirements. 
(B) ISO countable trees per acre over 4 in. d.b.h. and not more than 12 in. d.b.h.; each tree to count 

as three toward meeting stock.in& requirements. 
(C) 7S countable trees per acre over 12 in. d.b.h.; each tree to count as six toward meeting stocking 

requirements. 
(2) On Site m, IV and V lands the area contains an averaae point count of 300 per acre to be 

computed IS follows: 
(A) 300 countable trees per acre not more than 4 in. d.b.b.; each tree to count as one toward meeting 

stocking requirements. 
(B) 100 countable trees per acre over 4 in. d.b.b. and not more than 12 in. d.b.b.; each tree to count 

as 3 towards meeting stockiog requirements. 
(C) SO countable trees per acre over 12 in. d.b.b.; each tree to count as six toward meeting stocking 

requirements. 
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Redwood root crown sprouts will be counted using the average stump diameter 1 ft. above average 
ground level of the original stump from which the redwood root crown sprouts orialnate, counting one 
sprout for each I ft. of stump diameter to a maximum of six per stump. Site classification shall be 
determined by the forester (RPF) wbo prepared the plan. 

Rock outcroppings, meadows, wet areas, or other areas not normally bearin& timber shall not be 
considered as requirin,i stockina and are exempt from such provisions. 

927.11 	 Logins Practics (Marin County] 
The following login& practices shall be adhered to: 
(1) Roads: Rules contained in 14 CCR 923 through 923.2 shall be adhered to with the following special 

requirements: 
(1) Roads shall be single lane, and ienerally the traveled surface shall be no more than 12 ft. in width, 

except where alignment, safety, and equipment necessary to conduct the operation requires additional 
width. Deviations shall be explained and justified in the plan. 

(2) Roads, landin&s. cuts, and fills shall be screened from direct view to the extent feasible by leaving 
screen trees and other vegetation between the disturbed areas and public areas utilized by substantial 
numbers of viewers. 

(b) Soil disturbance, other than that incident to necessary road maintenance, whether with tractor or by 
cable means, shall not occur under excessively wet ground conditions that could result in substantial soil 
compaction and erosion. 

(c) Notwlthstandin& the requirements of 14 CCR 1040, if in construction rock outcroppinp, springs, 
and other physical factors require a change in roads, landings, and tractor road locations, the location can 
be changed with the concurrence of the RPF, the operator, and the Director's representative, provided 
that such changes in location constitute minor deviations. The RPF shall provide written confirmation 
of such minor deviations which shall become a part of the plan. All chanaes in location constituting 
substantial deviations shall be submitted to the Director as amendments to the plan. 

(cl) Felling Practices: Up to 10" of the trees that are proposed for cutting may be substituted one for 
one with those proposed to be left uncut provided that the leave tree proportion, size class, distribution, 
and general forest appearance ofthe residual stand as approved in the preliminary field work is preserved. 
Justification for the substitution standard shall be based on unavoidable tree damage, safety factors, lean 
of trees, location of obstructions or roads or openings Insufficient to accommodate felled trees. 

(e) The process ofconstructing or reconstructing truck roads, tractor roads, and landings shall not cause 
soil to be deposited on property owned by others, except with the consent of the property owner. 

(f) The plan submitter sball maintain all drainage structures and drain.age facilities required by these 
rates in effective working condition throughout one winter period after completion of timber operations. 
A work completion report may not be filed until this requirement bas been met. 

927.12 Huard Reduction (Marin County] 
(1) Burnin&: Broadcast bumin& shall be prohibited on lands harvested under the commercial thinning 

treatment and selection sUvicultural methods in the County. Broadcast burning may be allowed for site 
preparation purposes in accordance with 14 CCR 917.4 on lands harvested under the sanitation-salvage 
treatment when a prescribed burning plan is submitted as part of the Timber Harvesting Plan which 
explains and justifies broadcast burning in the County. An effort shall be made to protect the surface 
organic horiz.on of the soil during the course of any pennitted broadcast burning operations. 

(b) Snags: All snags within the Watercourse and Lake Protection Zone and within 100 ft. of meadow 
edaes shall be left standing with the following exceptions: 

(1) Wben felling is required for fire or safety reasons (CAL OSHA regulations, 8 CCR 6259) or when 
necessary in sanitation-salvage operations. 

(2) Wben a snag of commercial value is marked for felling by the RPF after an initial preharvest 
inspection and consultation with the Department of Fish and Game and the timber owner. 
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927.13 	Burrer Zones Within the CRC [Marin County] 
The following additional rules shall apply to buffer wnes within Marin County Recreation Corridor: 
The buffer wne adjacent to designated coastal highways shall be a 200 ft. wide band running parallel 

to the first line of trees nearest the road on appropriate side(s) of the road as designated. In no place 
shall the buffer wne extend more than 3SO ft. from the shoulder of the road. 

A buffer wne of 200 ft. shall also run adjacent to all publicly owned preserves and recreation areas 
including national, state, regional, county, and municipal parks. Said distance shall be measured along 
the surface of the ground. 

Logging roads, tractor roads, and skid trails and landings shall be screened from direct view to the 
extent feasible by leaving trees and vegetation between the disturbed area and vista points that would 
attract viewers. 

927.14 Notice of Intent and Flllng [Marin County] 
In addition to 14 CCR 924. l(b) and 924.4(b) the Notice of Intent and Filing of THP applications shall 

be provided to the appropriate publicly owned water purveyor and to any school district or private school 
on the haul route excluding those portions of Highway 101. 

927.15 Review Team Meetinp [Marin County] 
In addition to 14 CCR 1037.5, the following provisions shall govern public participation in the review 

of timber harvesting plans in Marin County: 
(a) A written response by the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to issues raised that are 

pertinent to the THP in question shall be made available to the public before the final approval or 
disapproval of the THP. The issues raised must be received by the Department before the date for 
decision on the THP and may be either oral or written. 

(h) Review team recommendations shall be made available at the CDF or county planning department 
office for public comment prior to the final decision. 

(c) Any review team member and any qualified technical expert designated by a review team member 
may, on request, accompany the Department as a advisor to the Department, on any field review the 
Departtnent conducts prior to approval of the plan. 

927.16 Registered Professional Forester (RPF) Advice [Marin County) 
The provisions of 14 CCR 913.8 (b)(S) shall apply when timber operations are conducted in Marin 

County. 

927.17 Decisions on Winter Operations [Marin County] 
The Director may prohibit any activity in the winter period that presents an unacceptable risk of 

significant degradation to the soil and water resources. 

928 San Mateo County Rules [San Mateo County] 
In addition to forest practice rules applying in the Coast Forest District and Southern subdistrict of the 

Coast Forest District, rules contained in 928.1 throup 928.8 shall apply within the boundaries of San 
Mateo County. Where the general rules conflict with San Mateo County rules, the San Mateo County 
rules shall apply. 

928.l 	Deftnldons [San Mateo County] 
The following definitions shall apply in San Mateo County: 
(a) "Haul Route" means all routes to be used for removing forest products from the plan area to the mill 

or county line. 
(h) "Encroachment" means any point at which logging trucks enter onto or exit from a public road, 

whether the encroachment is newly constructed or not. 
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928.1 Contents or Plan [San Maleo County] 

In addition to 14 CCR 1034, the following shall apply: 

(a) The estimated number of loging truck loads to be removed and the approximate number of daily 

trips. 
(b) In addition to 14 CCR 1034(x), the following information shall be clearly provided on the map: 

(1) The location of scenic roads as desi&Dated by the County General Plan or in any other document 
officially adopted by the county. 

(l) Location of all structures (including mobile homes or trailers) currently maintained for human 
habitation within 200 ft. as measured along the surface ofthe &round from the boundary of the plan area. 

(3) Location of existing and proposed firebreils. 
(c) On timber operations requirin& submission of a plan, all routes and encroachments onto county roads 

to be used for removin& forest products from the plan area to the mill or county line shall be shown on 
a road map submitted with the plan. The Director shall consult with the county Transponation Agency 
before giving approval. 

928.3 Flaain& [San Maleo County] 
(a) In addition to 14 CCR 914.2, the following shall apply in San Mateo County: 
Prior to submittal of a plan, the approximate location of proposed constructed tractor roads on slopes 

over 50" shall be intervisibly flaa&ed on the ground. 
(b) In addition to other flagging requirements in Subchapter 3 of Title 14 CCR, the Director, where 

necessary to protect adjoining properties, shall require flagging of approximate property lines on the site 
where any truck road, tractor road or harvest area is proposed within 100 ft. of a property line, unless 
explained and justified in the plan and approved by the Director. 

928.~ Ptrf'onnance Bondin& [San Maleo County] 
When hauling logs punuant to a 1HP, the LTO shall provide for the repair of any damage to a county 

road that is willfully or nealigently caused by the LTO's lo& hauling operations, and shall provide for 
the repair ofany damage caused by the LTO's Joa hauling operations to appurtenant structures, including, 
but not limited to, guard rails, signs, traffic signals, culverts, curbs and similar facilities. If necessary 
to ensure compliance with this section, the county may request, and the Department, upon such request, 
may require the timber operator or responsible party to post adequate financial security to restore paved 
or unpaved county roads and appurtenant structures which are damaged by log hauling operations. The 
request for postin& of financial security shall be made to the Department durina the 1HP review 
procedure and no later than five days before the Director's decision date. The timber operator or 
responsible party shall post a certificate ofdeposit, certificate of insurance or performance bond, or other 
financial security in favor of the Department in a reasonable amount set by the Director, not to exceed 
$5,000 per mile of county road used or $50,000, whichever is less and subject to provisions of Div. 3, 
Part I, Chapter I, Article 8, Sec. 11110 throup 11113 of the Gov. C. Such cub deposit or other 
acceptable financial security shall cover a period not to exceed the effective period of tbe plan. 

When a form of financial aecurity is required, login& trucb shall not use the county roads until the 
required security is posted with the Department. The Director shall release the bond or equivalent to the 
principal of the security upon completion ofJoa hauling operations and compliance with the requirements 
of this aection. If and when repairs are necasary, the Director shall request the operator to provide for 
making the repairs. Ifthe repairs are not made the Department may take corrective action and may order 
the bond, or equivalent, forfeited in an amount not to exceed actual damqe. When a bond or equivalent 
has been posted, the Department &ball provide the county with a copy of the Work Completion Report. 
The county shall advise the Department in writing within 30 days of its receipt of notification of 
completion of hauling operations or the Work Completion Report if damage bas occurred repain need 
to be made. If the county fails to notify the Director within 30 days, the bond of surety shall be released. 
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928.5 Hours of Work [San Mateo County] 
Within 300 ft. of any occupied dwelling, the operation of power equipment, including chain saws, 

except licensed highway vebicles, shall be restricted to the hours ~een 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., and 
shall be prohibited on Saturdays, Sundays and nationally designateif legal holidays. Where, because of 
unusual ground conditions or very close proximity ofoccupied dwellings or special circumstances related 
thereto, the Director determines that a need exists for further restrictions, he/she may increase the 
distance and may limit the hours to not less than 8:00 a.m. to S:OO p.m. An exception to this rule may 
be granted by the Director where he/she has found that no disturbance will result to the occupants of the 
dwelling from the use of such equipment.. 

928.6 Log Hauling [San Mateo County] 
(a) Log hauling on public roads is not permitted on Saturdays, Sundays, or on those days which are 

nationally designated legal holidays. 
(b) Log haulina on public roads may be restricted or not permitted by the Director during commute 

hours or during school busing hours in order to prevent a serious hazard to traffic flow and safety or to 
prevent hazardous conditions that would endanger public safety. 

(c) During log hauling on public roads, the timber operator may be required by the Director to post 
special traffic signs and/or tl3iJ>ersons where detertnined to be necessary to prevent a hazard to traffic. 

(d) Where road width will not permit passage of a logging truck and another oncoming vebicle, and 
adequate turnouts are not present, the Director may require the use of pilot cars equipped with warning 
signs and flashina lights to guide loging trucks on public roads. 

928.7 Cuttina PractictS [San Mateo County] 
(a) Prior to submission of the plan to the Director, all timber proposed for harvest shall be clearly 

marked with paint at points approximately 4 112 feet above the ground and at ground level, except where 
the Director believes that a sample marking of 20~ of the area up to a maximum of five acres would be 
adequate for plan evaluation. 

(b) Where a sample marking has been used, the balance of the timber to be cut, except for hardwoods, 
shall be marked under the direct supervision of the Forester (RPF) who prepared the plan prior to the 
time of cutting. 

(c) Up to 10~ of the trees that are proposed for cutting may be substituted one for one with those 
proposed to be left uncut provided that the leave tree proportion, size class, distribution and general forest 
appearance of the residual stand as approved in the preliminary field work is preserved. 

Justification for the substitution standard shall be based on unavoidable tree damage, safety factors, lean 
of trees, location of obstructions or roads or openiJJ&s insufficient to accommodate felled trees. 

928.8 Fzosion Control Maintenance [San Mateo County] 
The plan submitter shall maintain all drainage structures and drainage facilities required by these rules 

in effective working condition throughout one winter period. A work completion repon may not be filed 
until this requirement has been met. 

Article 14 ArcheoJoclcal and Historical llsource Protection (Article 11. Northern] 

9:29, 949, 969 Statement of Purpose [AU Districts] 
The purpose of this article is to: (1) ensure that the significant archeologlcal and historical sites of the 

state are adequately identified and protected; and (2) to provide direction to RPFs preparing lliPs, Notice 
of Emergency Timber Operations (Emergency Notices), and Exemption Notices, (3) provide direction 
to the timber operator conducting timber operations; and (4) provide direction to the Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection in their review, approval and inspection programs. 
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929.1, ~9.1, 969.1 Plan and Emeramc:y Notice Preparation [All Districts) 
(a)(l) Durina preparation of a proposed THP the RPF: 

(A) Shall make an archeoloaical record check with a State Archeological Information Center, 
(B) Shall contact the appropriate federal agency archeologist for a record check if the THP is adjacent 

to federal lands. 
(C) Shall contact local tribal groups identified by the NAHC of the location of the THP, and request 

information on the existence of any archeolo&ical or cultural sites known to the Native Americans within 
the proposed THP boundaries. The RPF shall also notify them of the opportunity to participate in the 
THP review process, and 

(D) Shall provide an archeologlst or a person with approved trainin& to make a field survey for 
archeologlcal and historical sites in the area covered by .the plan. 

(2) Information concemina archeolo&ical or historical sites shall be submitted in a separate addendum 
to the TifP which would not be available for public review. This addendum shall contain information 
concerning the date, file number and results of the record search, and the results of consultation with 
local Native American tribal groups and other pre-field research. It shall also contain a description of 
the training and experience of the archeological surveyor, and the mechods and procedures of the survey 
includin& ground visibility and survey intmsity. The archeological survey coverage and the exact location 
of all archeolo1ical or historical sites identified shall be displayed on an Archeolo&ical Coverqe Map 
made part of the separate addendum. 

A brief description of all archeological or historical sites and any protection meuures to be 
implemented, both within site boundaries and within 100 ft. of the site boundaries, shall be included. 

An initial assessment of the significance of any archeological or historical site which may be affected 
by the proposed timber operations shall be included in the addendum. The timber operator sbal.I be 
shown the location and extent of each archeological or historical site on-di~ and apprised of the 
need for confidentiality before timber operations begin. 

(b) For the area covered by an Emeriency Notice, the RPF shall make ID archeological record check 
with a State Archeolo1ical Information Center prior to submitting the notice to the Director. An 
archeolo&ical field survey shall be made by a qualified person prior to any operations. Timber operations 
may proceed under the Emeriency Notice, pending the report by the Information Center. The RPF shall 
notify the Director, the timber owner, the timberland owner, and the Licensed Timber Operator (LTO) 
of identified arcbeoloalcal or historical sites. The timberland owner or the L TO shall take immediate 
action to protect such sites. 

(c) Where it bas been detennined by the RfF or the Director that timber operations may have a 
sigoificant effect on a significant archeological or historical site and protection measures cannot be aireed 
to, a professional archeologist provided by the 1lfP submitter shall be required to make a technical 
survey and prepare a report on the site and proposed timber operations. This report on archeological or 
historical sites shall be provided by the Director to any local tribal groups identified by the NAHC. This 
report shall contain recommendations to reduce or eliminate the impacts to archeolo&ical or historical 
resources. 

929.2, 949.2, 969.2 Protection Measures [All District&) 
The RPF shall indicate in the separate plan addendum protection measures for any sigoificaot 

archeolo&ical or historical sites identified. The avoidance of activities which will cause site disturbance 
is ID example of an appropriate protection measure. The RPF may propose, and the Director may agree 
to, site specific protection measures for any known archeological or historical site without determining 
if the site is significant. These proposed protection measures shall be designed to protect all sites from 
significant disturbance. 

929.3, ~9.3, 969.3 Post-111P Reriew Site Discovt:ry [All Districts) 
When archeological or historical sites not identified in a TifP Emergency Notice or Exemption are 

110 



CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PRACTICE RULES 

discovered during timber operations, the timber operator shall stop timber operations within 100 ft. of 
the site and notify the Director immediately. An amendment that shall be considered a minor amendment 
shall be filed with the Director [ 14 CCR 1039 or 1040). The amendment shall provide protection 
measures pursuant to 14 CCR 929.2 [949.2, 969.2). The Director shall provide the amendment to local 
tribal groups identified by NAHC which identify archeological or historical sites. 

929.4, 949.4, 969.4 Archeological Training Requirements [All Dlstric:ta) 
To meet the requirement of 14 CCR 929.1, [946.1, 969.1) archeological surveys of Timber Harvesting 

Plan areas for archeological or historical sites shall be conducted only by a professional archeologist or 
a person who has attended a training program approved by the Director within the past five years. The 
training program must meet the following standards: 

(a) The course shall use education materials approved by the Director which address the contents of this 
article. 

(b) The course shall require that the applicant demonstrate, in the field, the ability to identify 
archeological or historical sites covered in the course. 

(c) The Director may conduct the archeological training courses (in addition to or in-lieu of approving 
programs conducted by others) at least annually. 

929.5, 949.5, 969.5 Site Recording [All Districts) 
The Director shall be responsible to ensure all significant archeological or historical sites located within 

the THP boundary are recorded. The recording may also be done by a professional archeologist or any 
person who has successfully completed appropriate training which is afforded or approved by the 
Director. 

929.6, 949.6, 969.6 Protection of Sites During Thnber Operations [All Districts] 
No person, except as otherwise permitted by law, who is involved in timber operations shall excavate, 

collect artifacts from, vandalize or loot archeological or historical sites of significant value located within 
the THP boundary. 

929.7, 949.1, 969.1 Determination of Significance (All Districts) 
For those sites for which significant adverse disturbance cannot be avoided by timber operations, an 

Initial assessment of the significance of either archeological or historical sites will be made by the RPF 
or plan submitter and the basis for the decision shall be described in a separate confidential addendum 
to the plan. A determination of significance is required for any archeological or historic cultural site for 
which significant disturbance by proposed timber operations cannot be avoided. The sienificance 
assessment shall utilize information provided by local tribes and the NAHC, archeological, historical or 
ethnographic data pertinent to the region and to the cultural resource, and physical characteristics of the 
archeological or historical site. The Director shall evaluate the sienificance of all archeological or 
historical sites located within the plan which may be affected by the proposed timber operations for which 
significant disturbance cannot be avoided. When the RPF and Director disagree over the significance of 
a site, or the significance of the affect to a site by the proposed timber operations, the RPF may 
demonstrate to the Director by submission ofa confidential technical report by a professional archeologist 
that the site or the anticipated affect is not significant. The report shall meet the standards of the 
Preservation Planning Bulletin, Number 4, December 1989 (Office of Historic Preservation), entitled 
Archeological Resource Management Reports (ARMR): Recommended Contents and Format. The 
Director shall make the final determination ofsignificance based on advice of a professional archeologist. 
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Article 13 County Rules SOUIHERN DISI'RICT 

965 Monterey County Rules [Monterey County] 
In addition to forest practice rules applying in the Southern Forest District, rules contained in Sections 

96S.1 through 96S.10 shall apply within the boundaries of Monterey County. Where the Southern Forest 
District rules conflict with Monterey County rules, the Monterey County rules will apply. 

965.1 Haul Routes [Monterey County] 
On timber operations requiring a plan all haul routes for removing forest products shall be shown on 

a road map and shall include routes from the harvest site to the mill or county line. Such map shall be 
submitted with the plan. A proposed change in the use of public roads that are part of the haul route 
shall be presumed to be a substantial deviation unless the plan submitter requests that the proposed change 
be considered a minor deviation in accordance with the procedures set forth in 14 CCR 1036 and 1040 
and the Director so determines . The Director shall consult with the County Planning Department and 
Public Works Department before &iving approval. 

965.l Haulln& to the Nearest Public Road [Monterey County] 
Those portions of offsite haul roads IO be used in the conduct of the timber operation, from the area 

where timber barvestin& is to occur to the nearest public road, shall be shown on the plan. In addition 
IO the requirements to furnish a list of certain property owners punuant to 14 CCR 1032.7 (e), the plan 
submitter shall furnish to the Department at the time of submission of the plan the names and addresses 
of property owners with property fronting or bordering that portion of the haul route lying between the 
plan area and the nearest public road. California Department of Forestry shall give notice of public 
bearing if requested by the county to each of these owners and those individuals specified in 14 CCR 
1037. l(b) and 1037.3. 

965.3 Public Road Protection [Monterey County] 
The construction of logging roads, tractor roads, or landings within I 00 feet of the edge of the traveled 

surface of a public road is prohibited except where: 
(a) Logging roads are needed for access to the area to be harvested. 
(b) It is explained and justified in the plan where construction of these facilities in this area will result 

in better protection of scenic values or provide better erosion control in the conduct of the timber 
operation. 

965.4 Loe BauJlni [Monterey County] 
(a) Log hauling on public roads is not permitted on Saturdays, Sundays, or on those days which are 

Dltionally designated teaat holidays. 
(b) Lo& blUling on public roads may be restricted or not permitted by the Director during specified 

hours to prevent hazardous traffic conditions. 

965.S 	Winter Period [Monterey County] 
The winter period for Mont«ey County shall be October IS throu&h April IS. 

965.6 Iii& Sur Coast [Monterey County] 
The following rules shall apply to all THPs within the area c:Overed by the Big Sur Coast Land Use Plan 

ofSeptember 13th, 1984 (Bia Sur LUP). 
(a) West ofHipway 1 or within the critical viewsbed of Highway I as defined in the Bia Sur LUP only 

the sanitation-salvage silvlcultural method will be permitted. 
(b) Timber operations outaide the critical viewsbed of Highway 1 shall be screened from direct public 

view to the extent feasible by leaving trees and other vegetation between disturbed areas and public roads. 
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(c) New road construction is not permitted within the critical viewshed of Highway 1 unless a field 
review of the proposed road reveals no significant degradation of the critical viewshed. New road 
construction outside the critical viewsbed shall be located to minimize the removal of native trees and 
shall not be allowed across slopes over 30% unless no feasible alternative exists for the proposed location, 
or the road better achieves the overall resource protection objectives. 

(cl) All excess material resulting from new road construction shall be eod hauled and deposited in an 
area where visual impact will be minimi>:ed. Sidecasting of excess material is prohibited. 

(e) Within environmentally sensitive plant and wildlife habitats as described in the Big Sur LUP the 
Director shall require a field review by a qualified wildlife biologist prior to approval of the THP. Ifthe 
field review identifies significant adverse effecu to the habitat, the Director shall deny the THP unless 
measures sufficient to mitigate the adverse effects are included in the THP. 

(I) Within those drainages identified in the Big Sur LUP and designated by Monterey County as 
watershed resource study areas, the Director shall require a field review by a qualified hydrologist or 
erosion control specialist prior to approval of the 111P. If the field review identifies significant adverse 
effects to the cumulative water demands of the watershed, the Director shall deny the THP unless 
measures sufficient to mitigate the adverse effects on water supply are included in the THP. 

(g) In addition to the requirements of 14 CCR. 956 through 956.7, the minimum watercourse and lake 
protection zone shall be ISO ft. on Class I and U waters unless a smaller zone can be explained and 
justified in the 111P. 

965.7 Public Water Agency Representatin [Monterey County) 
In the case of any timber operation proposed to be carried out in an area which serves as a watershed 

for any publicly owned water purveyor, the Director shall request a representative ofsuch water purveyor 
to assist the Department as an advisor in the review process, pursuant to the provision of 14 CCR 1037.5; 
such water purveyor representative shall be permitted to participate in all review team meetings. 

965.8 Perfonnance Bonding [Monterey County] 
When hauling logs pursuant to a THP, the L TO shall provide for the repair of any damage to a county 

road that is willfully or negligently caused by the LTO's log hauling operations, and shall provide for 
the repair ofany damage caused by the LTO's log hauling operations to appurtenant structures, including, 
but not limited to, guard rails, signs, traffic signals, culverts, curbs and similar facilities. If necessary 
to ensure compliance with this section, the county may request, and the Department, upon such request, 
may require the timber operator or responsible party to post adequate financial security to restore paved 
or unpaved county roads and appurtenant structures which are damaged by log hauling operations. The 
request for posting of financial security shall be made to the Department during the THP review 
procedure and no later than five days before the Director's decision date. The timber operator or 
responsible party shall post a certificate ofdeposit, certificate of insurance or performance bond, or other 
financial security in favor of the Department in a reasonable amount set by the Director, not to exceed 
$5,000 per mile of county road used or $50,000, whichever is less and subject to provisions of Div. 3, 
Part I, Chapter 1, Article 8, Sec. 11110 throu1h 11113 of the Gov. C. Such cash deposit or other 
accep!Jlble financial security shall cover a period not to exceed the effective period of the plan. 

When a form of financial security is required, logging trucks shall not use the county roads until the 
required security is posted with the Department. The Director shall release the bond or equivalent to the 
principal of the security upon completion of log hauling operations and compliance with the requirements 
of this sect.ion. If and when repairs are necessary, the Director shall request the operator to provide for 
making the repairs. If the repairs are not made the Department may take corrective action and may order 
the bond, or equivalent, forfeited in an amount not to exceed actual damage. When a bond or equivalent 
has been posted, the Department shall provide the county with a copy of the Work Completion Report. 
The county shall advise the Department in writing within 30 days of its receipt of notification of 
completion of hauling operations or the Work Completion Report if damage bas occurred repairs need 
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to be made. H the county fails to notify the Director within 30 days, the bond ofsurety shall be released. 

965.9 Erosion Control Maintenance [Monterey County] 
The plan submitter shall maintain all drainage structures and drainage facilities required by these rules 

in effective working condition throughout one winter period after completion of timber operations. A 
work completion report may not be filed until this requirement has been met. 

965.10 11IP Description [Monterey County] 
lo addition to the requirements of 14 CCR 1034(g), the THP description shall include the assessor's 

parcel numbers of all parcels oo which timber operations will be conducted. 

Sect.Ions 969-96!1.7 appear before the Southern County Rules, alone with Sections !119-92!1.7 and 
949-949.1 

SUBCllAFTER 7 ADMJNISTRATION 

Article 1 Timber Operator Licenses 

1020 Board Authority Delegated 
The Board of Forestry delegates its authority under Article 6 (commencing with Section 4571) of 

Chapter 8, Part 2, Division 4 of the PRC, to the Director. 

1012 Ucense 
The license defined in PRC 4524, is designated as either "Timber Operator License• or "Limited 

Timber Operator License.• 

1022.1 Limited Timber Operator License 
The Director may issue a license for commercial cutting and/or removal of minor forest products as 

here listed: Christmas trees, tanbark, fuelwood, root crown burls, posts and split products, but excluding 
poles, piling, sawlogs, veneer logs and pulp logs. Said license is designated as "Limited Timber Operator 
License.• 

1012.l Uceme for Site Preparation 
A timber operator's license is required for mechanical site preparation activities undertaken before the 

stocking standards of the Act and rules have been met in a logging area. Site preparation activities 
involving broadcast burning are exempt from timber operator licensing requirements. 

1022.3 License for Erosion Control Maintenance 
A timber operator license is not required for the maintenance of erosion control structures following 

the completion of timber operations described in an approved work completion report for a TIIP. 

1023 Issuance or Ucense 
Upon receipt ofa proper written application and payment of the prescribed license fee, the Director may 

issue either a Timber Operator License or a Limited Timber Operator License. 

1023.1 Company, Corpontion and Partnership Uanses 
Each subsidiary of companies or corporations, and each division thereof that is a separate unit and 

separately managed, which conducts timber operations shall be individually licensed. Partnership 
consisting of individual licensees and operating as a copartnership must obtain a license as a partnership. 
A license is not transferable. 
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1024 Application Fonn and Content 
Application for a license, or renewal of license, in a form prescribed by the Director, shall contain, and 

is not limited to, the following information: 
(a) Specific type of license requested. 
(b) Name and mailin& address of applicant(s). 
(c) Name and address of principal officer in California for service of documents. 
(d) Designation of entity making application. 
(e) If a corporation, name of state of incorporation, address of home office address of California of 

office, name and address of resident agent in California for service, and the name and address of the 
individual who will attend the timber operator education program for the corporation, if required. 

(f) If not a California corporation, or if an individual, firm, or partnership that bas no office in 
California, name and address of a natural person that applicant designates as resident agent in California 
for service. 

(&) The application must contain a consent for the Director, and agents and employees thereof, to 
inspect timber operations of the applicant. 

(h) Timber Operator License Application shall have a Certificate of Completion from a timber operator 
education program approved by the Director attached to the application unless, the applicant bas held a 
prior license and is applying for a renewal as specified in Section I 026 of this article. 

(i) An application for a limited timber operators license shall have either a Certificate of Completion 
from an approved timber operator education program or a completed questionnaire attached to the 
application, unless the applicant has held a prior license and is applying for a renewal as specified in 
Section 1026 of this article. The questionnaire shall be administered to the applicant by the Director 
either orally or in writing. The questionnaire shall be prepared or approved by the Director and shall 
pertain to the content of the regulations of the Board (Title 14, CCR Division 1.S). 

1024.1 Timber Operator Education 
The Director shall only approve timber operator education programs which meet the followin& 

standards: 
(a) The course shall use education materials approved by the Director. The Director shall only approve 

materials which address the contents of the rules of the Board. 
(b) Certificate of Completion shall be given when an applicant successfully completes the timber 

operator education program. An applicant shall have successfully completed the timber operator 
education program if be/she bas attended the entire program and bas completed all training materials. 

The Director may conduct the timber operator education programs in addition to or in-lieu ofapproving 
programs conducted by others. 

1025 Fees for Ucmses 
The following license fees shall prevail: 
(a) "Timber Operator License• ............ ........... $75.00 

Renewal fee SS0.00 per year. 

(b) "Limited Timber Operator License• ............ $35.00 

Renewal fee $25.00 per year. 


1026 Ua:nse Renewal 
Licenses are good only for the calendar year issued. An application for renewal shall be submitted to 

the Director prior to January 1st of the year for which the license is to be issued. All licenses for which 
renewal applications with the required fee not received by the Director, or postmarked, by the end of the 
first workday after January 1st shall expire and a new license shall be required. 
1027 Ua:nse Denial 

An application for a license or an application for renewal of a license may be denied by the Director 
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1027 Uame Denla.I 
An application for a license or an application for renewal of a license may be denied by the Director 

upon a statement of issues in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter S (commencing with 
Section 11500) of Pan I, Division 3, Title 2 of the Government Code. 

1027.1 Basis of Denial 
The Director may deny issuance of any license either upon original application or upon application for 

renewal for any ofthe reasons set forth in PRC 4573. In addition, the Director may deny any application 
for renewal until any violations of the rules and regulations of the Board and provisions of the Forest 
Practice Act by Jhe applicant as exist on the date of submission of the renewal application, of which the 
applicant bas been notified and given reasonable opportunity to correct, are corrected on such reasonable 
terms and conditions as the Director may require, including planting of reasonable numbers of seedlings 
and young growth trees to restock cutover lands. 

1027.l Partnership and Corporation Dmlals 
Licenses and renewals may be denied partnerships where one of the partners bad uncorrected violations 

within 3 years of the application. If a corporation is owned or controlled by a person denied a license 
or a renewal, the corporation may be denied a license or a renewal pending satisfactory correction of the 
deficiencies and adherence to the Forest Practice Act and rules, or removal of said person. 

1029 Uanse Anllability 
The license, or copy of it, shall be available for inspection at the site of active timber operations. 

1030 Ucemee: Change of Addms 
The licensee shall notify the Director at the Sacramento office in writing within IS days of any change 

of address. 

Article 2 Timber Hanestlng Plan 

1032 Timber Harfestlng Plan Flling Loatlons 
The Timber Harvesting Plan for proposed timber operations required by Article 7, Chapter 8, Pan 2, 

Division 4 of the PRC (commencing with Sec. 4581) shall be submitted in writing with the Director on 
a form that meets these regulations at the following Department of Forestry offices as appropriate: 

Office Location For Timber Operations in: 

Region Chief 
California Dept. of Forestry Alameda, Colusa, Contra Costa, 
and Fire Protection DeJ Norte, Humboldt, Lake, 

Coast-Cascade Region Marin, Mendocino,Napa, San 
135 Ridgeway Ave Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, 
P.O. Box670 Solano, Sonoma, Yolo and 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 western Trinity counties. 

116 



CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PRACOCE RULES 

Office Location For Timbt.r Operations in: 

Cascade Area Chief Butte, Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, 
California Dept. of Forestry Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Shasta, 
and Fire Protection Sierra, Siskiyou, Sutter, 

Cascade Area Tehama, Yuba, and eastern 
6105 Airpon Rold Trinity counties 
Redding, CA 96002 

Region Chief Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, 
California Dept. of Forestry El Dorado, Fresno, Kem, 
and Fire Protection Madera, Mariposa, Merced, 

Sierra-South Region Monterey, San Benito, 
1234 East Shaw Avenue Stanislaus, Tuolumne, and 
Fresno, CA 93710 Tulare counties. 

South Area Chief Imperial, Inyo, Los Angeles, 
California Dept. of Forestry Mono, Orange, Riverside, San 
and Fire Protection Bernardino, San Diego, San 

South Area Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara 
2524 Mulberry Street, and Ventura counties 
Riverside, CA 92501 

1032.7 Plan Submittal and Notice or Intent 
(a) A plan shall be submitted by the person who owns, leases, contracts, or operates on timberland to 

harvest timber for commercial purposes. 
(b) Where the land or timber is owned or operated by parties other than the person executin& the plan 

the person submitting the plan shall give prompt written notice of such plan to those parties. 
(c) The RPF preparing the plan shall submit to the Director, with the plan, a Notice of Intent to Harvest 

Timber (Notice ofIntent): (1) If any proposed boundary lies within 300 feet of any property not owned 
by the timberland owner, or (2) any plan amendment that changes a plan boundary so that the new 
boundary lies within 300 ft. of propeny not owned by the timberland owner, or (3) with any plan 
amendment that changes the silvicultural method if a Notice of Intent was required for the plan by 
condition (1) or (2) above. 

(d) A Notice of Intent shall include the following Information: 
(1) The names of the timberland owner, the RPF who prepared the Plan, and the Plan Submitter. 
(2) The location of the plan area by county, section, township, and range, and the 1p11roximate 

direction and distance to the plan area from the nearest community or well-known landmark. 
(3) The name of and distance from the nearest perennial stream and major watercourse flowing 

through or downstream from the Plan area. 
(4) The acres proposed to be harvested. 
(5) The regeneration methods and intermediate treatments to be \lied. 
(6) The estimated earliest date that the Director may approve the plan. This is IS days from receipt 

of the Plan by the Department, except in counties for which rules and regulations have been adopted 
pursuant to Sec. 4516.5and4516.8 of the PRC where the earliest date the Director may approve the Plan 
is 45 days after the receipt of the plan by the Department. 

(7) A statement that the public may review the plan at the appropriate Regional Office of CDF and 
that a copy of the plan may be obtained from the Department upon payment of the applicable charge. 

(8) A map which provides the approximate boundary of the THP area, a map legend, and a scale. 
This map shall be posted with the Notice of Intent. 
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(9) A statement that questions or concerns reaardin& the specific THP should be directed to the 
applicable CDP Regional Office for public input incorporation into an Official Response Document. 

(IQ) A swement ofwhether Jbere js a known oVed!ead electric power line on the prooose!l plan area 
excsa>t lines from trmsfoanm to aeryjce panels. 

(e) The RPF preparin& the plan shall furnish to the Department at the time of submission of the plan, 
the names and mailin& addresses of all property owners within 300 ft. of the plan boundary. Either a 
list compiled from the latest equalized assessment roll or a list provided by a title company doin& business 
in California compiled within 60 days ofsubmission ofthe plan shall be deemed sufficient for compliance 
with the subsection. 

(I) The Department shall mail copies of the Notice of Intent within two wort.ing days of receipt of the 
plan to all persons identified in (e) above. 

(I) Prior to plan submission, the person submittin& the Plan shall post a copy of the Notice of Intent 
includin& a map as described in (d)(B) It a conspicuous location on the public road nearest the Plan site. 
Said Notice of Intent shall be on colored paper or identified with colored flauin& so as to be easily 
visible to the public. 

1032.8 Notice of Intent-Distribution by Director 

The Director shall distribute copies of each Notice of Intent within two working days of receipt to: 

(1) The office of the County Clerk of the county in which operations are proposed for posting at the 

customary place for posting environmental affairs. 
(b) The local Ranger Unit headquarters for posting. 
(c) At such other locations as the Director may deem desirable and feasible to provide adequate public 

notice. 

1032.9 Request for NotJftcatlon of 1\mber llarnsti111 Plan Submission 
(•) Each Regional Office of the Department of Forestry shall maintain a list of timber harvesting plans 

submitted each day. 
(b) When any person requests notice of submissions of timber harvestin& plans, the Director shall 

provide the person, free of cbar&e, with a copy of the list of timber harvesting plans submitted on the 
date or dates requested. If no specific date is requested, a copy of the lists for the preceding weet shall 
be provided. 

1032.10 Request for Information on Dome!itic Wat« Supplies [All Districts] 
The IHP submitter shall provide notice by letter to all other landownen within 1,000 feet downstream 

of the IHP boundary whose ownership adjoins or includes a Class I, II, or IV watercourse(s) which 
receives ~ draina&e from the proposed timber opentions. The notice shall request that the THP 
submitter be advised of~ domestic water gsfrom the watercourse, within tbe 1llPor wjtbin 1 ()()() 
feet dowrutream ofthe IHP bou!!daa. When reouired to notice by lam publication shall also be 1iven 
one time by the IHP submitter in a newspaper of1eneral circulation in the area affected by the proposed 
project. Such letter and publication shall notify the party of the proposed timber operation and describe 
its le&al location and identify the name, if any, of the watercourse it may effect. The letter and 
publication shall request a response by the property owner within ten days of the post-marked date on 
the letter or the date of publicllion as appropriate. The RPF may propose, with justification and 
explanation, an exemption to such notification requirements, and the Director may agree. Copies of 
either notice, proof of service and publication, and any responses shall be attached to the IHP when 
submitted. Ifdomestic llS..i1 noted, the plan shall contain mitigations necasary to protect domestic water 
~ The plan shall not be submjtted until ten days after tbe aboye notificatjon(s) have been done. 
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1033 F1Ung Date 
The filing date is the date on which the plan is found by the Director to be accurate, complete, and in 

proper order. 

1034 Contents or Plan 
The plan shall serve two functions: to provide information the Director needs to determine whether the 

proposed timber operation conforms to the rules of the Board; and to provide information and direction 
to timber operators so that they comply with the rules of the Board. For the plan to serve these 
functions, it shall, as a minimum, contain the following information: 

(a} Name, address, and telephone number of the timber owner(s). 
(b) Name, address and telephone number of the timberland owner(s). 
(c) Name, address telephone number, and license number of the timber operator(s). 
(cl} Name, address, and telephone number of a person to be contacted on the operation who will be 

responsible for the conduct of the timber operation. 
(e) Name, address, and telephone number of the plan submitter. If the submitter is not a person 

indicated in (a), (b), or (c) above, an explanation of bis/her authority to submit the plan shall be 
provided. 

(f) Name, address, telephone number, and registration number of RPF who prepared the plan. The plan 
required for timberland conversion does not have to be prepared by an RPF. 

(g) A description of the plan area within which timber operations are to be conducted, showing section, 
township, range, county, and approximate acreage. Parcel numbers are optional additional information 
that may be provided. 

(h) The forest district and subdistrict (if any) in which the timber operation is located. 
(I) Whether a timberland conversion certificate is in effect, its date of expiration, and its identification 

number. · 
0) Whether a plan is on file with the Department for any part of the plan area for which a Report of 

Satisfactory Stocking bas not been issued by the Department (show plan number). 
(k) Expected dates of commencement/completion of timber operations. 
0) The typeS of forest products to be harvested and if management of broadleaf or optional species is 

being proposed. 
(m) Identity of the regeneration methods, intermediate treatments, special harvesting methods, 

alternative prescriptions, and any information specified by the district rules. Also for THPs that do not 
reference an approved Sustained Yield Plan, or do not demonstrate achievement of MSP pursuant to 
913.1 l(c), the following applies: 

(1) The plan shall provide a description of the stand before and after harvesting including: volume, 
growth projection, stocking, and species composition. 

(2) The Director may require such additional information as necessary and feasible to demonstrate bow 
maximum sustained production of high quality timber products will be achieved for an ownership within 
aTHP. 

(n} Type of yarding Oogging) systems and equipment to be used. Yarding systems will be placed in one 
or more of the following groups: 

(1) Animal 
(2) Tractor, skidder, forwarder 
(3) Cable 
(A) Ground-lead 
(B) High-lead 

(C} Skyline 


(4) Balloon, helicopter 
(5) Other, as explained in the plan 

(o) Explanation and location of new roads wider than single lane with turnOuts. 
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(p) Whether the RPF lw informed the timber owner, timberland owner and timber operator of their 
responsibilities for compliance with the stocking requiremenu of the Act and rules, and for maintenance 
of erosion control structures. 

(q) Whether the RPF will be supplying the timber operator with a copy of the approved THP. 
(r) How the requirements of 14 CCR 1032.7(1) are to be met. 
(s) If an archaeolo&ical survey bas been made on the area to be harvested. 
(t) If there are any recorded archaeolo&ical or historical sites in the area to be harvested, and bow the 

sites are to be protected if they exist. 
(u) Where the timber owner or timberland owner has not siined the plan,indication that written notice 

of such plan has been &iveo to either or both of these persons, as required by 14 CCR 1032.7(b). 
(T) Whether there are any adverse insect, disease, or pest problems in the plan area and what mitigating 

measures, If any, will be used to improve the health and productivity of the stand. 
(w) Information on the presence and protection of known habitat or individuals of any listed species 

and information on the presence and protection ofnon-listed species which may be slpificantly impacted 
by the timber operation. 

(]() On~ USGS (If avaUable> or equivalent topoerapbic maps of a scale not less than 2" to the mile, 
the information in subsections CH>. (8). (9) and 01-13) shall be clearly~. Additional maps~ 
may be !QpO!lTapbic or planimettic. may be .llll!ll to provide the information required in the other 
subsections or show specific details, to imRroye map clarity. The mpuaenant roads referenced in 
subsection (4) may be 1bown on a man whicb may be planimetric with a scale u small u onHalf incb 
equals ope mile Color c:odin& shall not be used. A le&end shall be included indicating the meaning of 
the symbols used. See the district rules for the appropriate minimum mappin& acreages. 

(1) Boundaries of login& area (shall be shown on quadran&le map or its equivalent). 
(l) Boundaries of re&eneration methods, intermediate treatments, special harvesting methods, and 

alternative prescriptions that are to be applied. 
(3) Boundaries of yardin& (logging) systems, if more than one system is to be used. 
(4) Location of public roads and !hose private roads to be use!! for timber operations within the plan 

area, and private roads appuaeoant to the timber operations where such roads are under the ownership 
or control of the timber owner, timberland owner timber onerator. or submitter of the plan, and 
classification of all proposed and existing logging roads as permanent, seasonal, or temporary roads. 

(5) Probable location of proposed and existing landings in the watercourse and lake protection wne, 
and landin&s outside the wne that are greater than 1/4 acre in size or whose construction involves 
substantial excavation. 

(6) Road failures on existin& roads to be reconstructed. 
(7) Locationofall watercourse crossin& ofclassified w&tercounes except temporary crosaings ofClan 

m watercourses without flowing water during timber ooerations at that crossin&, 
(8) Location of erosion hazard rating acm, if more than one nti!ll exists. 
(9) Location of all watercourses with Clw l, D, ID, or IV waters. 
(10) Location of known unstable areas or slides. 
(11) Location of understocked areas prior to timber opentions, and other areas not norma!ly bearin& 

timber to at least a 20-acre minimum, or as specified in the district rules. 
(ll) Location of boundaries of timber-site classes needed for determination of Stocki.a& standards to 

be applied, down to at least a 20-acre minimum or as specified in the district rules. 
(13) Location of main ridge tops on the logging area suitable for fire suppression efforts that will 

require the felling of s03is. 
(14) Location of Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas or any special treatment area. 
(15) Location for which heayy equipment use is propose!! on unstable areas or on areas for which 

tractor use is proposed bs:yond tbs: limitations of the standard forest practice rules, 
'16) Location of anY in Heu uss: ofheavy equjpment and location of roads other than crossings in the 

WLPZ. marshes. wet mea!lows. and other wet areas. 
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(ID Locatjon ofany new or recomuucted road segient(s) that exceed an averue 1S5 gra!le for oVer 
2QQ1& 

(y) Any additional information that is submitted on separate pqes shall be clearly marked "plan 
addendum" and shall bear the date on which it was prepared. 

(z) Explanation and justification for, and specific mwures to be used for tractor operations on unstable 
areas, on slopes over 6S", and on areas where slopes aveiaae over SO" and the EHR ia hi&h or 
extreme. 

(aa) Explanation and justification for tractor operations in areas designated for cable yarding. 
(hb) Winter period operating plan where 1p1>roprlate. 
(cc) Explanation and justification for use of watercourse, marshes, wet meadows, and other wet arw 

as landings, roads, or akld ttails. 
(dd) Explanation and justification of any in-lieu practices for watercourse and lake protection. 
(ee) Explanation of alternatives to standard rules for harvesting and erosion control. 
(fr) Explanation and justification for landings that exceed the maximum size specified in the rules. 
(&&) Any other information required by the rules or the Act to be included in the plan. The district 

rules provide for exceptions and alternatives to standard requirements that require inclusion of information 
in the TIIP. 

(hh) Where roads, watercourse crossings, and wociated landings in the loggingarea will be abandoned, 
the methods for abandonment shall be described. 

(II) On a map complying with subsection 1034(x), the locations and classificationsofroads, watercourse 
crossings, and landings to be abandoned shall be shown. 

OJ) A general description of physical conditions at the plan site, including general soils and topography 
information, veeetation and stand conditions, and watershed and stream conditions. 

(kk) On a separate map indicate the known locations ofany stands of Tcmu brevlfolia (Pacific yew) that 
are planned to be harvested or burned during timber operations. 

(II) Unless the bark or other materials used to produce t.axol will be or have been previously collected 
and removed pursuant to sections 912.10, 932.10 and 9S2.10, provide a statement on the planned 
disposition or use of any stand(s) of Pacific yew. 

1034.l Professional Judpnmt 
Where the rules or these regulations provide for the exercise of professional judgment by the forester 

(RPF) or the Director, the parties, at the request of either party shall confer on the plan area during the 
initial pre-harvest inspection provided for by law to·reach qreement if possible on the conditions and 
standards to be included in the plan. 

1035 Plan Submitter ResponslblUty 
The plan submitter, or successor in interest, shall: 
(a) Ensure that an RPF conducts any activities which require an RPF. 
(b) Provide the RPF preparing the plan or amendments with complete and correct information reearding 

pertinent legal rights to, interests in, and responsibilities for land, timber, and access as these affect the 
planning and conduct of timber operations. 

(c) Sign the TIIP certifying knowledge of the plan contents and the requirements of this section. 
(d) Within five working days of change in RPF responsibilities for TIIP implementation or substitution 

of another RPF, file with the Director a notice which states the RPF'1 name and registration number, 
address, and subsequent responsibilities for any RPF required field work, amendment preparation, or 
operation supervision. Corporations need not file notification because the RPF of record on each 
document is the responsible person. 

(e) Provide a copy of the approved TIIP and any 1pproved operational amendments to the LTO. 
(f) The plan submitter shall notify the Director prior to commencement of site preparation operations. 

Receipt of a burning permit is sufficient notice. 
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1035.1 Jleclatered Professional Foreslff' Respomlblllty 
Upon submission ofa THP, the RPF who prepares and siins a plan la responsible for the ICCUC&cy and 

completeness of its contents. The RPF preparing the plan shall: 
(a) State in the TIIP the work wh.icb will be performed by the RPF plan preparer (beyond preparation 

ofthe TIIP and attendin& the pro-harvest impection ifrequested by die Director), and any additional work 
requiring an RPF wtilcb the plan preparer does not intead to perform. 'Ibis may Include, but is not 
limited to, field work in identifying watercourse and lab protection z.onea or special treatment areas, 
markin& trees, or other activities. The RPF is only responsible for the activities set fonh. In the plan 
wb.en employed for that purpose, or required by the rules of the Board. 

(b) In writin&, inform the plan submitter(s) of their responsibility punuant to Section 103S of this 
Article, and the timberland owner(s) of their responsibility for compliance with the requirements of the 
Act and wh.ere applicable, Board rules rqarding site preparation, stock.In&, and maintenance of roads, 
landin&s, and erosion control facilities. 

1035.1 Interaction Between RPF and LTO 
From the start of the plan preparation process but before commencement ofoperations, the responsible 

RPF or supervised desipee familiar with on-site conditions, shall meet with either the L TO, or 
supervised designee, wh.o will be on the ground and directly responsible for the h.arvesting operation. 
The meeting sh.all be onsite if requested by eith.er die RPF or LTO. If any amendment is incorporated 
to the plan by an RPF after the first meeting, the RPF ah.all comply with the intent of this section by 
explainin& relevant changes to the L TO; if requested by either the RPF or L TO, another on-site meeting 
ab.all take place. The intent of any aucb meeting is to assure that tile L TO: 

(a) ls advised of any sensitive on-site conditions requiring special care during operations. 
(b) ls advised regarding tile intentand applicable provisions ofthe approved plan including amendments. 

1035.3 Uc:msed Timber Operator Respomlbilities 
Each licensed Timber Operator shall: 
(a) Inform the responsible RPF or plan submitter, wh.edler in writina or orally, of any site conditions 

wh.ich in the LTO's opinion prevent implementation of the approved plan includin& amendments. 
(b) Be responsible for the work of h.is or h.er employees and familiarize all employees with the intent 

and details of the operational and protection measures of tile plan and amendments that apply to their 
work. 

(c) Keep a copy of the applicable approved plan and amendments available for reference at tile site of 
active timber operations. 

(d) Comply with all provisions of tile Act, Board rules and reauJations, tile applicable approved plan 
and any approved amendments to the plan. 

1035.4 Notification of ComnNncement of Operations 
Each calendar year, with.in fifteen days before, and not later than the day of the start up of a timber 

operation, tile Timber Harvesting Plan Submitter unless tile THP identifies anotb.er person u responsible, 
shall notify CDF of the start of timber operations. The notification, by telephone or by mail, ah.all be 
directed to tile appropriale CDF Ranger Unit Headquarters, Forest Practice Inspector, or 0th.er designated 
personnel. 

1036 Dnfatlons 
(a) "Minor deviations" means any change, minor in scope, in a plan wtiicb can reasonably be presumed 

not to make a significant change in the conduct of timber operations and which can reasonably be 
expected not to significantly adversely affect timberland productivity or values relating to soil, water 
quality watershed, wildlife, fish.eries, range and forage, recre&tion, and aath.etic enjoyment. 

(b) All other changes are presumed to be substantial deviations because th.ey could significantly affect 

122 

http:anotb.er
http:stock.In


CALIFORNIA FOD:n PRACTICE RULES 

the conduct of timber operations and potentially could have a significant adverse affect on timber 
productivity or values relating to soil, water quality, watershed, wildlife, fisheries, range and forage, 
recreation and aesthetic enjoyment. Such actions include, but are not limited to: 

(1) Change in location of timber harvesting operations or enlargement of the area to be cut. 
(2) Change in the silvicultural method and cutting system on any portion of the plan area. 
(3) Change in type or location of logging (yarding) system or basic type of equipment. 
(4) Change in location, nature or increase in length of proposed logging roads incorporating one or 

more of the following criteria: 
(A) Any road in the Stream Protection Zone or where sidecast will extend into the Stream Protection 

Zone. 
(B) Any road located in an extreme Erosion Hazard Rating area in the Coast Forest District, extreme 

Estimated Erosion Potential area In the Northern Forest District, or a high Erosion Potential area in the 
Southern Forest District. 

(C) Any road where the average side slope exceeds SO" . 
(D) Any road where unstable areas, active soil movement, or slide areas must be traversed. 
(E) Any increase in gradient allowed by the District Rules as an exception and not provided for in 

the original plan. 
(F) Any road extension of more than 600 feet (182.9 m). 

(5) Any use of existing roads not shown in the original plan when reconstruction work to allow for 
vehicle travel will be substantial. Substantial work on an existing road means more than minor repair 
and dressing of the travel surface and removal of vegetation to allow for vehicle passage. 

(6) Use of any roads not shown in the plan which would affect the key habitat of rare or endangered 
species or other critical wildlife habitat. 

(7) Enlargement of landings where such enlargement was not justified in the original plan. 
(8) Any change of operation in, or designation of, the Stream Protection Zone. 
(9) Any downgrading of stream classification. 
(10) A change to winter operation where summer operations was previously specified. 

1036.1 Murrelet Protection berore Notice or Completion 
For any THP which has been found to be in conformance with THP filing and review procedures and 

approved by the Director, but as to which no Notice of Completion (PRC Sec. 4S86) has been filed, 
when there is evidence that the THP area contains an active murrelet site or possesses a potential impact 
to a murrelet, the THP submitter shall immediately request a conference with DFG or U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (in the event of Federal listing) to determine appropriate measures for protection of the 
species. Any additional mitigations for species protection which are developed through consultation with 
DFG or the U .S.F .W.S after initial submittal of the TIIP shall be submitted to the Director in the form 
of an amendment to the TiiP pursuant to 14 CCR 1036. 

1037 11IP Prehanest lnspect.lon-Ftling Return . 
Within ten days of the receipt of a plan, the Director shall determine if the plan is accurate, complete 

and in proper order, and if so, the plan shall be filed. During this same period, the Director shall 
determine if a preharvest inspection is necessary. When the Director finds a plan inaccurate, incomplete 
or otherwise not in proper order, the plan shall be returned to the submitter with written specifications 
of the deficiencies. 

1037.1 Notice or Flllng 
(a) The Director shall prepare a notice of filing which shall contain the basic information contained in 

the Notice of Intent (14 CCR 1032.7) plus the assigned timber harvesting plan number. 
(b) Within two working days of the date the plan is filed, the Director shall transmit copies of the 

Notice of Filing to: 
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(1) The person submitting the plan. 
(2) The office of the County Cleric of the county In which the operations are proposed. The notice 

shall be posted at the normal place for posting environmental notices. 
(3) The local Ranger Unit headquarters for posting. 
(4) At such other locations as the Director may deem desirable and feasible to provide adequate public 

notice. 
(5) All public aiencles bavina custodial responsibility for lands within 91 .44 m. (300 ft.). 
(6) Anyone else, as required by Public Resources Code Sections 4.582.4 and 4.582.6. 

1037.3 Agency and Public Rmew 
Upon receipt of the filed plan in accordance with 14 CCR 1037, the Director shall place it, or a true 

copy thereof, in a file available for public inspection, and shall transmit a copy to the Department of Fish 
and Game, the appropriate California reaional water quality control board, the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the county planning qency and, if the areas are within their jurisdiction, to the Tahoe 
Regional Agency and the appropriate re,ional coastal mne conservation commission. The Director shall 
also transmit a copy of any specific plan to any person who bas made a written request therefor. The 
Department shall bill such persons for the cost of providing such copies and such monies shall be paid 
to the Department. 

The Director shall invite written comments, and will consider these comments. All comments regarding 
plans shall be in writing and shall be addressed to the Director at the re,ional office where the plan is 
filed. Comments from reviewina public qencies shall be considered based on the comments' substance, 
and specificity, and in relation to the commenting agencies' aru(s) of expertise and statutory mandate, 
as well as the level of documentation, explanation or other suppon provided with the comments. 

1037 .4 Director'• Determination 
The Director shall have 1.5 days from the date the initial inspection ls completed, or in the event the 

Director determines that such inspection need not be made, 1.5 days from the date of filing of an accepted 
plan in accordance with 14 CCR 1037, or such longer period as may be mutually agreed upon by the 
Director and the person submitting the plan, to review the plan and t.alte public comment. After the initial 
review and public comment period bas ended, the Director shall have up to ten working days, or a longer 
period mutually aareed upon by the Director and the person submittina the plan, to review the public 
input, to consider recommendations and mitigation measures ofother qencies, to respond in writing to 
the issues raised and to determine if the plan is in conformance with the applicable rules adopted by the 
Board. The Director shall insure that an interdisciplinary review team bu bad an opportunity to review 
each plan. The Director shall review and consider the recommendations made on each plan by the 
interdisciplinary review team before determinin& if the plan conforms to the rules of the Board. The 
Director shall consider all written comments regardina the plan. 

1037.5 Rel'iew Tams to be &labllshed 
Interdisciplinary review teams sh.all be esublisbed by the Director to review plans and assist the 

Director in the evaluation of proposed timber operations and their impacts on the aivironment. 
(a) Review Tum Composition: Each review team, when possible, shall consist ofa representative from 

each of the followina aiencies: Re,ional Wat.er Quality Control Board, Department of Fish and Game, 
a representative of county government when the county eovemment ao requests, Reaional Coastal 
Commission (for plans in the coastal mne), California Taboe Re,ional Planning Aeency (for plans in the 
Tahoe Basin) and the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. The Director shall request a 
representative from the Department ofParks and Recreation in the case ofplans which may affect values 
in publicly owned parks. The director may request other federal, state or county qencies, or the Native 
American Heritaie Com.mission (NAHC) or local tribal aroups identified by the NAHC, when 
appropriate, to assist as advisors In the review process. The Department ofForestry and Fire Protection's 
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representative shall be the review team Chairperson and shall be an RPF. 
(b) Review Team Function: The function of the review team shall be to assist the Director in 

determining if plans are in conformance with Board rules and to evaluate the potential environmental 
impacts of timber operations. Review criteria employed by a team shall be consistent with this function. 
The Board's regulations provide direction for those situations noted during the review which are not 
addressed by specific rules (ee 14 CCR 898.l(f), 901- 903.2, 1655 & PRC 4555). lo evaluating a plan, 
the review team shall review any discussion of feasible alternatives or additional mitigation to the 
proposed timber operation as prescribed in 14 CCR 898. Plan reviewers must consider the economic as 
well as the environmental benefits of feasible alternatives. The review team shall serve in an advisory 
capacity to the Director in making recommendations on plans. 

Io the event that any member of the review team concludes that the plan as filed would have a 
significant adverse effect on the environment, that member shall explain and justify this conclusion in 
writio& as specifically as possible. The member shall provide in writing suggested si~pecificmitigation 
measures, if any, that will substantially lessen the impacts. 

(c) Chairperson Tasks: The Department is the lead agency in the review of plans. The review team 
chairperson shall direct the review team meetings, coordinate the interdisciplinary review of plans and 
develop recommendations on plans for the Director's consideration. 

(d) Review Team Meetings. The Director or bis desigoee is responsible for establishing and scheduling 
the meeting of a review team to perform the necessary review of plans for the Department. 

Review team meetings shall be open to the RPF, the landowner, and the timber owner and, insofar as 
possible without disrupting the work of the team, to the public. The chairperson may impose limitations 
on the scope of any public participation at the meetings. All interested persons will normally be allowed 
to attend team meetings. On occasions when space or other considerations will require some limitation 
on attendance the review team chairperson shall endeavor to allow for attendance of at least one 
representative for each of the various agencies, organizations or special interest groups. 

(e) Non-Concurrence: If a member of the review team does not concur with the chairperson's 
recommendation to the Director, the member shall submit in writing, within five days of the review team 
meeting and before the action required by 14 CCR 1037.4, the specific reasons why the recommendation 
does not provide adequate protection of the resources for which his or her agency has responsibility. The 
submission to the Director shall also include recommendations on measures or actions the Director should 
take to address the asserted deficiency, as provided by the rules of the Board. A oon-<:0ncurring 
member's romments shall be ronsidered based on the comment's specificity and relation to the member 
agency's area(s) of expertise and statutory mandate, as well as the level of documentation, explanation 
or other support provided with the comments. If a noo-<:0ocurreoce is filed on a plan, the review team 
chairperson shall prepare a written report explaining how the concerns cited in the noo-<:0ocurrence have 
been addressed in the plan and bow the natural resources of roocem will be protected during timber 
operations. 

(f) Mitigation: During the review of a plan, including the pre-harvest inspection, members of the 
review team may recommend incorporation ofmitigating measures into the plan which are ronsistent with 
the forest practice rules and which would improve the plan or assist in significantly lessening adverse 
impacts of the operation on any timberland resources. The submitter may or may not agree with concerns 
expressed by the suggestions or may offer alternatives. If the submitter, after consultation with the RPF 
who prepared the plan, agrees with the suggested mitigation measures or changes, they are to be 
inrorporated in the plan. The Director may only require incorporation into the plan of mitigation 
measures that are based on rules of the Board. 

The team may suggest protective measures to the RPF for his incorporation into the plan when authority 
for such measures is not contained in the rules and regulations of the Board. If the RPF rejects 
incorporation of such measures into the plan, the Director shall determine if approval of the plan without 
the suggested measures could result in immediate significant, and long-term harm to the natural resources 
of the state. If the Director finds that the state's resources are so endangered, the provisions of PRC 
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4SSS shall be followed. 
(I) Review ofPlans by Review Teams: Before the Director makes a detennination on a plan, a review 

team shall review the plan. The review team shall do the followin1: 
(1) Before the Director accepts a plan for filing or before the fifth workin& day after filing, a review 

team shall review the plan. The purpose of this review is to assist this Department in detennining whether 
a preharvr.st inspection (initial inspection) is necessary and what areas of concern are to be examined 
during the inspection, if it is to be made. If a pre.harvest inspection is determined by the Department to 
be unnecessary, the review team shall make its recommendation to the Director no later than five worting 
days after a plan is filed. 

(2) After the preharvest inspection and before the Director's determination on a plan, the review team 
shall meet to review all the information on the plan and develop a recommendation for the Director. 

(3) Requests, if any, for additional Information, from the plan submitter durin& the review period shall 
be as prr.scribed by Section 1034 and other conditions in the rules. Such requests shall be supported by 
reasons for the request. Durina the review period, the Director shall be respomible for determining 
whether requests for information not contained in the plan as filed or developed in preharvest inspection 
by review team members, reviewing agencies and members of the public, are comistent with the Forest 
Practice Rules, are reasonably necessary and should be requested from plan submitters. The Director's 
determination of additional information to be provided by plan submitters ahall be guided by standards 
of practicality and reasonableness, reco&nizing the statutory review period of the FPA, the requirements 
of 14 CCR 1034 and the availability of Information from alternative sources. 

(h) Review Team Recommendations: The review team chairperson shall develop on each plan 
reviewed, a recommendation for the Director's consideration. When developin& recommendations the 
review team chairperson shall carefully consider all the information available and the views and opinions 
exprr.ssed by all team members. The advice of review team memben shall be utilized in determining 
whether appropriate alternatives have been selected and included in a plan and if implementation of the 
plan would cause significant damqe to natural resources. The Director shall evaluate the review team 
recommendation in li&ht of their specificity, as well as the level of documentation, explanation of other 
support provided with the recommendation and the agency's statutory mandates and areas of expertise. 

(l) Communications with Plan Submitter: The plan submitter, and the RPF who prepared the plan, and 
review team members, shall be provided by the Department with copies ofprellarvest inspection reports, 
nonconcurrences and review team recommendations so they are kept informed and are better able to 
respond promptly to the Department relative to changr.s that may be needed in a plan before it is acted 
upon by the Director. 

1037.6 Nonconformance of Plan 
If the Director determines that a plan is not in conformance with the rules of the Board the plan shall 

be returned in accordance with 14 CCR 1054. In addition, the Director shall state any chanaes and 
reasonable conditions that in the Director's professional judrment are needed to bring the plan into 
conformance with the applicable rules of the Board and offer to confer with the forester (RPF) in order 
to reach qreement on the conditions necessary to bring the plan into conformance. 

1037.7 Conformance of Plan 
If the Director determines that the plan is in conformance with the rules of the Board, then the person 

submittin& the plan shall be notified, and timber operations thereunder may commence. 

1037.8 Notice of Conformance 
At the time the Director notifies the plan submitter that the plan has been found in conformance, as 

described in 14 CCR 1037.7, the Director shall transmit a notice thereof to the agencir.s and persons 
referred to in 14 CCR 1037.3, and for posting at the places named in 14 CCR 1037.1. A copy of the 
notice shall be filed with the Secretary for Resources. The notice of conformance shall include a written 
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response of the Director to significant environmental issues raised during the evaluation process. 

1037.9 PubUc Inspection 
Notices of Conformance, punuant to 14 CCR 1037.7 and notices of approval by the Board, pursuant 

to 14 CCR 1037.6, shall be available for public inspection and a list of such notices shall be posted on 
a weekly basis in the Office of the Resources Agency. Each such list shall remain posted for a period of 
30 days. 

1037.10 Review Period Waiver 
In counties for which rules and regulations have been adopted pursuant to Section 4516.5, no timber 

harvesting plan shall be approved by the Director until 35 days from the date of filing of the plan unless 
the Director finds that the proposed timber operations will cause no significant environmental damage or 
threat to public safety or that the timber operations are necessary to reduce a threat to public safety, 
health or general welfare. The Director may waive or shonen the time period for approval: 

(a) If all of the following are true of the plan: 
(1) No new road construction; 
(2) No road reconstruction that involves substmtial chanae in the original road prism; 
(3) No timber operations on slopes in excess of 60~; 
(4) No timber operations in special treatment areas; 
(5) No timber operations within watercoune and lake protection zones; 
(6) No timber operations on unstable soils; 
(7) No timber operations within SOO ft. of an active nesting site rare or endangered bird species; 
(8) No timber operations on areas with high or extreme erosion hazard rating; 
(9) The harvest area will be stocked at completion of timber operations; 
(10) No threat to public safety is involved; and 
(11) No public bearing bas been requested by the county. 

(b) Or if the Director finds that be or she must approve a plan quickly so as to adequately protect the 
public health, safety, or general welfare and that such protection cannot be adequately provided under 
the normal rules of the Board for plan review. The basis for the finding must be stated in writing before 
the Timber Harvesting Plan is approved. 

1037.11 Notice of Waiver 
If the Director decides to waive or sbonen the time period for plan review pursuant to 14 CCR 

1037.10, be or she shall give notice within three working days of that determination to all persons or 
qencies to whom a Notice of lnteot was sent. 

1038 Exemption 
Persons who conduct the following types of timber operations are exempt from the plan preparation and 

submission requirements (PRC 4581) and from the completion repon and stocking repon requirements 
(PRC 4585 and 4587) of the Act: 

(a) Harvesting Cbristmu trees. 
(b) Harvesting dead, dying or diseased trees ofany size, fuelwood or split products in amounts less than 

10~ of the average volume per acre when the following conditions are met: 
(1) No tractor or heavy equipment operations on slopes greater than SO~. 
(2) No construction of new tnctor roads on slopes greater than 40~. 
(3) Timber OJl«ations within aoy Special Trea!ment Area shall comply witb the rule., associated with 

that Special Tre.atment Area, 
(.C) No tractor or heavy equipment operations on known slides or unstable areas. 
(5) No new road construction or reconstruction (as defined in 14 CCR 895.1 ). 
(6) No heavy equipment operations within a watercourse or lake protection zone except for 
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maintenance of roads and drainage facilities or structures. 
(7) No known sites of rare, threatened or endangered plants or animals will be disturbed, threatened 

or damaged. 
(8) No timber operations within the buffer rone of a species ofspecial coacern (as defined in 14 CCR 

895.1). 
(9) No timber harvestin& in a watercourse or lake protectioa woe except sanit.1tion-salvage harvesting. 
(10) No timber operations on legally designated historical or archeological sites. 

The Director may Issue exceptions to these conditions If it will aot result in significant effect on the 
enviroament as defined in 14 CCR Sectioa 1038. 

(c) Timber operations conducted on ownerships oftimberland of less than 3 acres (1.214 ha) in size and 
not part of a lar11er parcel of timberland in the same ownership. 

Cell The cuttlH or removal of trees in comnliance wjth sections 4290 IQd 4291 which eliminates Jhe 
vertical coptinulty of vegetative fuels and Jhe horizoat.al coa1inulty of troe gowns for the purpose of 
reducipg Oamm&ble materials and maiptajnin& a fuelbre.ak to reduce fire spread. durat!op. and intensity. 

m Only trees witbin ope-hundred-fifty feet from any ooint of an approved and permitted Group "R • 
occupanc;y Cre.,jdence) as defined in Jhe Uniform Building Code may be harvested· 

(2) The following silvlcultura! m@ods may not be USed; c!earcuttjpg, Seed tree remoya! step. 
sbelterwoos! removal step. 

CJ) All surface fuels created by timber operations under Jhe exemptjop which could promote Jhe 
mread of wildfire, including logging sl§h and debris deadwood. branches exceeding I incb in diameter 
and brush, shall be cbiwe!I. burned or remove!! wjJhin 45 days from Jhe ma of timber ooeratjons 

C4) In addition to tbe slash treatment described in CCR 1038Cd)(3). Jhe arw of timber operations 
must meet Jhe ve&etatiop treatment standards in PRC 4S84ffi(J) to C2){A) illustrated in Tu;hpjca! Buie 
Addendum No 4 wiJhin ope year from tile receipt of Wumce of Notice of Acceptance 

($) Ip lddjtiop to the limitations listed in 1038!b){IHlffi. tile following apply· 
CA) The timber ooerator shall provjde Jhe Director the tentative commepcemep! date of timber 

operations on Jhe notice required in 14CCR 1038.2. Within a IS day period before beginning timber 
operations. the timber operator shall notify CDF of Jhe actual commencement date for the start of 
Qperations. The startin& date shall be directed to the designated persoooel at Jhe IPPropriate CDF Ranger 
Unit Hea!lguaners by telephone or by mail. 

CB> Timber operations conducted under this subsection shall copform to applic;able city or county 
11eneral plans. city or county implementing ordinances. and city or county zopjng ordinances within which 
Jhe exemptjop js loc;ated. The tjmber operator or timberland owner sball ceaify Jhat Jhe city or coynty 
hM been contacted and tile egeDll!tion conforms wiJh all c;ity or county rwlatoQ' reguiremeQts. 

(Q Timber opera1jons may not be conducted wjJhout a co,py of Jhe Director's notice of acceptanc;e 
of the exemotiop ll Jhe operatin& site. exceot where tile Director bu failed to act wjJhin ihe S workiu&­
dav review period. 

(e) The limit of 10~ of the volume per acre in (b) above does oot 1pply when harvestin& dead trees 
which are unmercbant.able as sawlog-size timber from substantially damaged timberlands, and the • 
conditions of (b) 1-10 are met. 

(Q On parcels of 20 acres or less in size within tile l.ake Tahoe Basin. Jhll are not Part of a larger 
parcel of llPd in tile yme ownersl!ip tile removal of dead or dying (regardlesa of the definition of 
"dying trees" in •ectiop 895. I. dyjn& means: will be dead wjJhin 1 year. base!! op tbe Judgement of tile 
JU>Fl as marked by • RPF IPd for whicb aTahoe Basin Tree Removal Permit has been issued when the 
following conditions are met: 

lll Tree removal op hi&h erosjop haw4 lands <Bailey's I awl Caplbility Districts la k or 2 Per 
Land Capability C!assific;atjop of the Lake Tahoe Buin Califom!a-Nevada: A Guide for P!apnjpg by 
R.G. Bailey. USDA Fore.,! Seryjce. 1974> shall oruy be conducted using Jhe following methoc!s· 
helicopter. over-spow wbere no soil djstyrbance oc;cva. hand Cl!'O'· and use of existin& roads, 

C2l Tree removal in Stream Environment Zones C"SEZs". Bailey's Land Cap&bility District lb> shall 
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be pmnjtted M in the preceding section mm. End-lining may also be USed provided that soils are dr:y. 
all heavy equipment remajns outsjde tbe SEZ. and sjte conditions are such that soils or vegetation will 
not be adyersely affected and a discharge of eartben materials to surface waters SEZs or 100-year 
floocjp!ajm will not occur· 

Q) No tractor or heayy equipment (&round-based) ooerations on slopes greater than 30% except during 
over-sDOw operations that result in soil djsturbance. 

(4) No hea'Y)' eguipment gperations within a wawcgurse gr lake protectign wne <WLPZ> excevt for 
use gr mahuenance gf existing roads. maintenance of drainage facilities gr structures. gr use gf skid 
crossings aoproved pursuant to ffi(9) be!gw. 

m No new roid construction or reconstruction Cas defined in 14 CCR 895.n. 

(§) Ng tractor gr heayy equipment gperatigns on koown slides gr unstable uw 

m No timber harvesting in a Watercourse gr lake Protection Woe except sanita1ign-saJvage harvqtjng. 

(8) All Class mWatercourses shall have at least 25-fugt WLPZ 
(9> Ng w&teroourse crossin&s gf Cius I gr Cius U wateroourses except op existing bridges or existing 

culvert crossings. An.v and all crossings P!'QPQSed for Class W or Class IV watercourses shall be 
approved ey staff gf the RWQCB prior to gperatjons 

(IQ) No ioown sites gf rare. threatened or endangered plants gr animals will be disturbed. threatened 
or damaged. 

(11) No timber ooerations within the buffer zgne gf a sensitive species Cas defined in 14 CCR 895 ll. 
(12) No timber ooeratWns gn historical gr archeolggical sites. 
03) lbe !aruJgwner shall allow access to tbe property for inspections ey staff gf !he Regjgna! Water 

Oualit,y Control &ars:I IRWOCB). 
A persgp conducting timber gperations under lny exe1gptigp as described in 1038. shall be !jmited to 

gpe year from the date the Deoartment receives the exemmigp form. A pmgp shall CODIP1Y with all 
OJ>erationa! proyisWns gf the fQrest Practice Act UM! Djatrict FQrest Rules applie&ble to "Tjmber Haryest 
Plan". "THP". and "plan". 

A persgp conducting timber gperations under 103800 Iha!!. ypon meement between the BPF gr 
submitter. and !he Department. be exemvt from a rule where it ja justified because an alternative is more 
feuible and ewia!s or lessens jmpaets op !he epyjronment when compared to app!icatigo gf !he existing 
mk.. 

This subsection exPires December 31. 2()()(). 
Operations pursuant to an exemption under subsection Cd> and (e) may not commence for .th'.§ working 

days from the date of the Director's receipt of the exemption unless this delay js waived by the Director 
after consultation with other state agencies. lbe Director shall determine whether the exemption is 
complete, and if SQ. shall send a copy of a notice of acceptance to the submitter. If the exemption is DOt 
complete and accurate, it shall be returned to the submitter and !he timber gperat.gr may not proceed 
If the Director does not act within fiv§ days of the receipt of the exemption, timber operations may 
commence. 

Ali gf tile fo!lgwin& sba)! apply tQ exemptigns submitted under subSection (e), Jbe landowner shall 
ootify the Director oftbe CODIP!etfop of timber ooeratjoM wjthin 30 days of!hejr cessation. At least one 
inspection conducted by the Director Iha!! be made after completion of operations (Section 4604 PRC). 

lbe RPF or the Director shall certify that the lands are substantially damaged timberland. lbe RPF 
or the Director shall also certify that DO conditions were identified where operations, conducted in 
compliance with the rules of the BQard, would reasonable result in significant adverse effects. 

1038.1 Compliance with Ad and Rules 
A person conducting timber operations under illY exemption as described in 1038, shall be limited to 

gne year from !he date gf recejpt by tile Depanment. and sba!I comply with all gperatjggaJ provisions of 
the Forest Practice Act and District Forest Practice Rules applicable to "Timber Harvest Plan". •mp• 
and "plan". 
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A person conductin& tjmber operations under exe11111tiom 1038(a). 1038Cbl or 1038Ccl shall. upon 
aareement between the RPF, or submitter. and the Department, be exempt from a rule where it is 
justified because an alternative Is more feasible and equals or lessens impacts on the environment when 
compared to application of the existin& rule. 

1038.2 &emption Fong 
A pmon submjttjne an n.emption under 14CCR 1038 aball 1ubmit to the Director I ootice ofproposed 

timber operatjons prjor to commenCM)ent of timber operations on a forni provided by the Department 
The form shall contain the followine jnformation: 

Cal Type of operation to be conducted 
OU Names address. and teJ111hone numl>m of the timber owner, timberland owners, and timber 

llPm1!II. 
(cl Leeal description of tbe location of the timber OJ!CIJlion. 
(d) A 7'b minute gu&draoele map or its equivalent showing the location of the timber operation. 
(e) In iddjtjon to (a) through (d) above. the following shall be included for exemptions conducted under 

14CCR 1038Cdl: 
m The tentatiye commencement date of timber operations 
Ql A certification by the timber operator or timberland owner that the city or countv wj!hin which 

the exemption js located has been contacted and !he exemption is in conformance wi!h all city or county 
regul&tQr:y reaujremems. 

(3) A notification to !he llJldowner swing !he fuel treatment requjrements and eoforcemegt 
procedures under !his exemption. 

(4) A simature of the laodowuer certi(ving that !hey are !he llPdowuer and have read and understand 
!he jnfomiation on !he exe11111tion form. 

CS> A lar&er scale map such as an asseHor parcel map showine !he location of tbe timber OJ!Cfation. 

1038.3 Aaeocy &emptions 
The following types of timber operations are exempt from the provisions of the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest 

Practice Act (PRC Section 4Sl 1 et.seq.), but not exempt from the Professional Foresters Law, PRC 7SO 
et. seq. 

(a) Timber operations on land managed by the California Department ofParks and Recreation, provided 
the timber operations have undergone all required CEQA evaluation required pursuant to Public 
Resources Code Div. 13 commencing with Sec. 21000. 

(b) Timber operations performed by, or authorized by, federal agencies on private lands where federal 
easements, either partial intttest or in fee, have been acquired, provided such activities are analyzed and 
conducted pursuant to the National Environmtntal Policy Act (commencing with 42 USC 4321) and 
achieve the same level ofprotection as provided by the rules of the Board (Div. IS, Title 14, CCR). 

1039 Amendment 
Amendments proposing substantial deviation from an original plan shall be submitted to the Director 

in writing by the person who submitted the original plan, or the successor in interest. Substantial 
deviations shall not be undertaken until such amendment has been filed and acted upon by the Director 
in the manner as required in Article 2 of Subchapttt 7 of these rules for the original plan. 

1039.1 Effective Period of the Plan 
The effective period of the plan within the meaning of PRC 4S90 and 4S91 is the 3-year period 

following the date the plan is determined to be in conforniance or otherwise becomes effective pursuant 
to PRC 4S82.7. Timber operations shall commence no earlier than the expected date of commem:ement 
stated in the plan and shall be completed DO later than the expected date of completion stated in the plan 
except under the following conditions: 
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(a) An amendment to change the completion date stated in a plan bas been submitted to the Director 
at least ten days before the expected date of completion. 

(b) An amendment to extend the effective period of a plan beyond three years is submitted in 
compliance with PRC 4590, which includes a map showing clearly the area pertaining to the request for 
extension . .. 

Upon receipt of such amendment, the Director shall detttmine whether the change in date constitutes 
a substantial deviation of the plan. An extension of time is presumed to be a minor deviation, provided 
the extension doea not lead to practicea that constitute a substantial deviation, as defined in Section 1036, 
14 CCR. If the Director detttmines that such change of date constitutes a substantial deviation, then the 
Director shall, prior to the date to be changed, so notify the person submitting the plan. In this case, an 
amended plan shall be submitted and no timber operations shall be conducted pursuant to such proposed 
change until such amendment is found in conformance with PRC 4582. 7. 

1040 Report Minor Deviations 
Minor deviations may be undertaken by the person who submitted the plan without submission of an 

amendment to the plan and shall be reported immediately in writing to the Director. 
Actions described in 14 CCR 1036 which are normally presumed to be substantial deviations may, in 

a given instance, be minor deviations. Actions listed as substantial deviations in 14 CCR 1036 but 
considered to be minor by the submitter, may be undertaken only if the person who submitted the plan 
submits the proposed deviation in writing to the Director for review and receives approval. Approval shall 
be given if the Director determines that the proposed minor deviation conforms to the standards provided 
in 14 CCR 1036(a). The Director shall have five working days to act on the application. If the Director 
or the representative of the Director does not act within five working days of receipt of such a deviation, 
timber operations may commence pursuant to such amendment. 

1041 Umltatlons 
A plan shall be limited to an area with reasonably similar timber geology, soil, topography, climate, 

and stream characteristics that would constitute a logical harvesting unit. A plan should be limited to that 
area on which timber operations normally will be completed in one 12-month period, but in no case shall 
it extend beyond 36 months after the plan is determined to be in conformance or otherwise becomes 
effective under PRC 4582. 7. Plans shall be limited to lands within a particular forest district. 

1042 Change of Ownership 
Any change in ownership of land or timber must be reported to the Director if such a change occurs 

after a plan is filed but before a report of satisfactory completion of stocking is issued by the Director. 
It shall be the reaponsibility of the timber owner and/or timberland owner listed in the plan to notify the 
Director ofthe change of either ownership. Also, before the passage of title, It shall be the reaponsibility 
of the seller to notify the purchaser of either the timber or timberland of their responsibility for 
compliance with the stocking standards of the Act and the rules of the Board of Forestry. 

After a plan is found in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board, the Director may file 
a Notice of Stocking Requirements on the property with the recorder of the county within which the plan 
is located. When a report ofsatisfactory stocking is issued by the Director, a Notice of Compliance will 
be sent to the timberland owner. 

1043 Cancellation of Plans 
All parties, who submitted plan or their successors, must sign the request to the Director for 

cancellation of a plan. Once cutting has commenced, the plan may not be canceled except as to lands 
not harvested. 

131 



CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PRACTICE RULES 

1044 Regulatlom to Take Etrect 
These regulations are to take effect on September 1, 1975. All plans found to be in conformance by 

the Director between January 1, 1975 and the above date shall remain in full force and effect until the 
termination date thereof unless cancelled in accordance with the above section. 

16'5 Director Deleptlon 

In order to expeditiously process plans, the Director may make such delegations deemed to be fit to 


employees of the Department, qualified u foresters (RPF) pursuant to Article 3 of Chapter 2.5 of 

Division 1 of the PRC (commencing with Sec. 750). 


1050 F.roslon Control Maintenance 
(•) Where necessary to minimize soil erosion or slope instabUity or to prevent degradation of the quality 

and beneficial uses of water, the department may require that erosion controls be maintained prior to the 
beginning of a winter period and prior to filing of a work completion report. 

(b) lbe Director may deem completion report u described in PRC 4585 to have been filed upon the 
date of receipt if the department finds that all erosion controls have been constructed and maintained in 
compliance with the Forest Practice Rules upon the first inspection after receipt ofthe completion report. 
Otherwise, the Director shall accept a work completion report for filing only after the department finds 
that all erosion controls have been constructed in compliance with the Forest Practice Rules. 

(c) The LTO is responsible for proper construction, inspection and maintenance of erosion control 
during the prescribed maintenance period until the work completion report as described in PRC 4585 is 
approved by the Director. The landowner is responsible for inspection and any needed repair and 
maintenance of erosion controls during the remainder of the prescribed maintenance period. 
Responsibility for erosion control maintenance may be assumed at an urlier date by the landowner or 
can be delegated to a third party, provided that the assuming party acknowledges such responsibility in 
writing to the Director. 

(d) Upon approving a work completion report, the Director may prescribe a maintenance period which 
extends for u much as three years after filin& the work completion report based on physical evidence 
(such as location of erosion controls in disturbed areas with high or extreme erosion hazard, on steep or 
unstable slopes, or within or adjacent to the standard width ofa water course or lake protection zone) that 
erosion controls need to be maintained for the extended maintenance period in order to minimize soil 
erosion or slope instability or to prevent degradation of the quality and beneficial uses of water. 

(e) After approving the work completion report, the Director may extend the prescribed maintenance 
period for as much as three yean after filing of the work completion report ifsubsequent inspections by 
the department during the prescribed maintenance period show that erosion controls have failed or are 
likely to fail to minimize soil erosion or slope instability or to prevent degradation of the quality and 
beneficial uses of water. 

1051 ModJfted 1UP ,.
(a) On an ownership of 100 acres or less of timberland, a modified timber harvest plan may be filed 

by a plan submitter, providlna that the following conditions and miti1ations are met: 
(1) No more than 70" ofany existing tree canopy layer Is to be harvested on parcels 40 acres or less, 

and not more than SO" on parcels 41-100 acres. The canopy retained shall be well distributed over the 
harvest area. Not more than 10" of the THP area shall be harvested under the rdlabilitation method. .. 
A sample area must be marked before submission of the THP. The sample area shall include at leut 
10" of the area which is representative of the ran&e of conditions present in the area. 

(l) Clearcutting and abelterwood tt.moval, as defined in 14 CCR 913.l(a) [933.l(a), and 953.l(a)] 
shall not be used, except for legally deeded rigbts~f-way or euements for utility purposes which are 
documented in the plan by the RPF by reference to specific deeds or surveys. 

(3) Stocking standards, specific to the silvicultural method selected, must be met immediately after 
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harvesting operations are completed. 
(4) No heavy equipment operations on slopes greater than SO'l', or on areas with high or extreme 

erosion hazard ratings. 
(5) No construction of new skid trails on slopes over 40%. 
(6) No timber operations in Special Treatment Areas except Joe haulinJ on existing roads not requiring 

reconstruction. 
(7) No timber operations on slides or unstable areas. 
(I) New road construction is confined to 600 feet and a 1,000 foot limit total of road construction and 

reconstruction combined. 
(9) No heavy equipment operations within a watercourae or lake protection zone, meadows, or wet 

areas, except for maintenance of existinc roads, drainage facilities or structures. 
(10) No listed species will be directly or indirectly adversely impacted by proposed timber operations. 

For timber operations which potentially could adversely affect a listed species or the habitat of the 
species, the consultation process with DFG purauant to F&OC 2090 or 2081 shall be completed before 
the TIIP is approved. 

(11) Timber harvestin1 is only allowed in the WLPZ if: I) sanitation-salvage harvestinc is the only 
silvicultural system to be used in the WLPZ and it must be in compliance with 14 CCR 916.4(b) 
(936.4(b), 9S6.4(b)]; or 2) if harvesting removes no more than 30'!' of any exiatinc canopy layer. 
Harvestinc under 2) above shall not occur again in the WLPZ for a 10-year period followin& completion 
of the TIIP. 

(ll) No timber operations within potentially significant arcbeolocical sites. 
(13) No alternatives, exceptions, or in-lieu practices allowed for watercoune or lake protection 

measures, standard road and landing widths, or erosion control measures, except for use of existing roads 
within WLPZ after RPF compliance with examination, evaluation, and mitigation(s)per 14 CCR 916.4(1) 
(936.4(a), 9S6.4(a)). 

(14) Winter timber operations except u conditioned by the Director to avoid potential significant 
cumulative impacts shall be in accordance with 14 CCR 914.7 (a) and (b) (934.7(a)and(b), 9S4.7(a) and 
(b)]. 

(15) Harvesting will not reduce the amount of timberland occupied by late succession forest stands 
currently greater than or equal to S acres in size. 

(16) In addition to (1)-(lS) all other rules of the Board shall apply to operations specified in this 
section. 

1051.1 Contents of ModJfted 11IP 
A plan submitted under section 10S1 above shall contain all the provisions of 14 CCR 1034 except the 

following: (o), (x)(7), (z), (cc), (dd), (ee), and the RPF shall: 
(a) Identify and map those areas currently understocked and not to be harvested that are at least three 

acres in size. 
(b) Use a topographic map base with a minimum scale of 1:12,000. 
(c) Certify in the THP that the conditions or facts stated in items 1-16 above exist on the TIIP area at 

the time of submission, and that the preparation, mitigation, and analysis of the TIIP and no identified 
potential significant effects remain undisclosed. 

(d) Certify that a meetinc will be held at the TIIP site before timber operations commence with the RPF 
responsible for the plan and the licensed timber operator who will be operating on the 11IP where the 
contents and implementation of the plan have been reviewed and discussed. Operations pursuant to this 
section shall use an alternative to the cumulative impaCIS usessment specified in 14 CCR 898, 912.9 
(932.9, 952.9], and Teclmical Rule Addendum No.2. Operations conducted according to this section are 
presumed to be unlikely to cause a significant adverse impact to the environment due to the specific 
restrictive mitigations required in (1)-(lS) above. 

This presumption of unlikely impacts shall not apply to TIIPs for which: 1) the Director determines it 
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1054 Return or Plan by Director 
(a) When the Director determines that a plan is not in conformance with the rules of the Board, the plan 

shall be returned to the person submitting the plan with a statement including the following: 
(1) The reasons for returnina the plan; 
(2) Notice that the person submitting the plan has a ri&ht to a public bearing before the Board, 

providing the person submittin& the plan requests such bearing within 10 days from receipt ofsuch plan 
as set forth in 14 CCR lOSS; and 

(3) Notice that timber operations under the plan shall not commence. 
(b) The plan and said statement shall be delivered as follows: 

(1) By personal service upon the person submitting the plan; or 
(2) By registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the person submitting the plan at last 

address of record. 

1054.1 Right to Request PubUc Hearing 
Ally person submitting a plan to wbom such plan is returned by the Director oo the grounds that it is 

not in conformance with the rules of the Board, may within ten days of receipt of the plan request a 
public hearing before the Board consist with Sections 1055.2 and 1055.4. 

1054.2 Fonn of Request for Hearin& 
The request for bearing shall be in writing and shall contain the following: 
(a) A statement requesting a hearing before the Board; 
(b) Identification of the plan; and 
(c) The name and address of the person making the request. 

1054.3 f1Ung or Request for Hearin& 
Such request shall be deemed to be filed on the date, whichever is earlier, upon which it is postmarked 

or the date upon which it is otherwise received at the of the of the State Board of Forestry at 1416 Ninth 
Street, Room 1506-14, Sacramento, CA 95814. 
1054.4 Public Hearing 

The Board shall schedule and bold a public bearing on such request no later than 30 days from the filing 
of the request for bearing, or at such later time as may be mutually agreed upon by the Board and the 
person submitting the plan and filing the request. The hearing may be scheduled as part of a regular 
meeting of the Board, or as part ofany special meeting, provided that sufficient time is provided for the 
notice of hearing in accordance with 14 CCR 1056.2. 

1054.5 Notice or 11eariJ11 
(a) At least 15 days prior to said bearing, public notice thereof shall be given as follows: 

(1) Mailing such notice to the applicant, and mailing such notice to the Director for distribution as 
provided in subsections (2)-(S) below; 

(2) Mailing such notice to any person who has submitted written comment on the plan or to any 
person requesting notice of the appeal or bearing; 

(3) Posting such notice in a conspicuous location available to the public in the appropriate regional 
office of the Department; 

(4) Posting of such notice at the place where public notices are customarily posted at the county 
courthouse of the county within which the proposed timber operations are to take place; 

(5) Ally other dissemination of the notice determined to be appropriate by the Director to provide full 
participation in the bearing by the interested public. 

(b) The notice of bearin& shall include the following: 
(1) The name of the person submitting the plan; 
(2) Identification of the plan, including the number of the plan, a brief description of the location of 
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the timber operations referred to in the plan by reference to any commonly known landmarks in the area, 
and a brief description of the proposed timber operations; 

(3) A statement that the plan bas been returned to the person submitting the plan because the Director 
bas determined that the plan is not in conformance with the rules of the Board, and that the person 
submitting the plan has requested a public bearing before the Board pursuant to PRC 4582.7. In addition, 
a statement inviting the person submitting the plan and the public to make statements at the bearing 
re1ardin1 the plan; and 

(4) The time, date, and location of the public bearing. 

1054.6 Hrarlng Record 
The record before the Board upon the public bearing shall be as follows: 
(a) The timber harvesting plan; 
(b) All reports, findings, communications, correspondence, and statements in the file of the Department 

relating to the plan. 

1054.7 Hrarlng Procedlll't'S 
(a) The public hearing should normally proceed in the following manner; 

(1) Identification of the record; 
(2) Statements on behalf ofperson submitting the plan; 
(3) Statements by member of the public; 
(4) Motion to close public hearing. 

(b) Notwithstanding the above, the chairperson may, in the exercise of discretion, determine the order 
of the proceedings. 

(c) The chairperson may impose reasonable time limits upon ltltelllentS and presentatiom and may 
accept written statements in lieu oforal statanents. 

(d) The public hearing shall be recorded either electronically or by other convenient means. 

1054.8 Order or the Board 
Following the public bearina, the Board shall determine whether, upon the record before it, the plan 

is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board and the provisiom of the Act. If the Board 
determines that the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board and the provisions 
of the Act, it shall make its order approving the plan. If the Board determines that the plan is not in 
conformance with the regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act, it shall make its order 
disapproving the plan. Approval of the plan by the Board constitutes authorization that timber operations 
may commence and be conducted in accordance with the plan as approved and in 1CCOrdance with the 
rules and regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act. Timber operations shall not take place 
where the Board disapproves the plan. Disapproval of a plan shall be without prejudice to the 1pplicant 
submitting a plan at any later time complying with the rules and regulatiom of the Board and the 
provisions of the Act. Where the Board approves the plan, notice thereof shall be filed with the Secretary 
of Resources, and within l 0 work.Ing days such notice shall be transmitted to the agencies and persons 
referred to in 14 CCR 1037.3, and for posting at the places referred to in Section 1037.1. The order of 
approval shall include written response to siJnificant environmental points raised during the evaluation 
process. 

1055 County Appeals Procedures 
The Board of Supervisors of a county for which rules and regulations have been adopted pursuant to 

PRC 4516.5 may appeal the Director's approval of a THP by doing the following: 
(a) No later than ten days from the date of approval, the county shall file with the Executive Officer 

of the Board of Forestry and mail to the plan submitter a statement containing: 
(1) The name of the submitter of the Timber Harvesting Plan; 
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(l) The number of th.e Timber Harvesting Plan; 
(3) The location of the proposed timbec operations; 
(4) A concise summary of all fads upon which the appeal is based; 
(5) A copy of or refert.nee to all documents which support the appell8Dt'a position; 
(6) The name IJld phone number of the county staff manber who will be the primary contact for 


purposes of the appeal; 

(7) A copy of the authorization by the Board of Superviaon or iU authorized desipee for the appeal 


and containin& the specific findina that the environmmt or the public health, safety, or aeneral welfare 

is threatened by the approval of the Timber Harveatina Plan and what form that threat takes; 


(8) Certification that the county participated in the initial inspection of the plan area with the Director ,.
and participated In a multidisciplinary review of the plan. 

(b) The county shall promptly telephone the Director and the plan submitter to inform them of the filing 

of the appeal. 


1055.1 Hearin& on County Appeal 
The Chairman of the Board of Forestry shall, without being required to consult other members of the 

Board, grant a bearina on an appeal by a county pursuant to PRC 4S16.6 if the Chairman finds that the 
appeal raises substantial issues with respect to the environment or to public safety. Ifthe Chairman finds 
that the appeal raises no substantial issues with respect to the environment or to public safety, be or she 
shall refuse to arant a hearing on an appeal. In makin& this determination, the Chairman shall consider 
the following: 

(a) Whether the appeal raises environmental issues which can be addressed by the Board within the 
limits of the PRC and the rules of the Board; and 

(b) Whether the appeal raises public safety issues which involve threats to the lives, health, or property 
of county residents. 

1055.2 County Appeal Hearin& Procedllf'fll-8cheduling 
The Board shall schedule and hold a public bearing on 8D appeal by a county no liter than 30 days from 

the filin& of the written statement of appeal, or at such later time as may be mulllally agreed upon by the 
Board, the county, and the plan submitter. The bearina maybe scheduled as part of a reeuJar meeting 
ofthe Board or may be conducted by a committee ofthe Board as provided in PRC 4S16.6(d). Sufficient 
time must be provided for the notice of bearing in accord8Dce with 14 CCR lOSS.8. 

1055.3 County Appeal Hearlna Procedures-Notice 
(a) At least IS days prior to the bearing, the Board shall give public notice as follows: 

(1) Mailing the notice to the county and the plan submitter and seodina the notice to the Director for 
distribution as provided In subsection (2HS) below; 

(2) Mailin& the notice to any person who bas submitted written comment on the plan and to any person 
who requests notice of the appeal or bearing; 

(3) Postin& of the notice in a conspicuous location available to the public in the appropriate rqional 
office of the Department; 

(4) Postin& of the notice It the place where notices are customarily posted at the county courtbouse 
of the county within which the proposed timber operations are to take place; 

(5) Any other dissemination of the notice determined to be appropriate by the Director to provide fun 
participation in the bearing by the interested public. 

(b) The notice of bearina shall include the following: 
(1) The name of the Person submitting the plan; 
(2) Identification of the plan, including the number of the plan, a brief description of the location of 

the timber operations referred to in the plan by reference to any commonly known landmarks in the area, 
and a brief description of the proposed timber operations; 
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(3) A statement that the county has appealed the Director's decision to approve the plan and has 
requested a public hearing pursuant to PRC 4516.6. The notice shall also include a statement inviting 
the person submitting the plan and the public to make statements at the hearing regarding the plan; and 

(4) The time, date, and location of the public hearing. 

1055.4 County Appeal Hearing Procedures-Record 
The record before the Board upon the public hearing shall be as follows: 
(a) The timber harvesting plan; 
(b) All reports, findings, communications, correspondence and statements in the file of the Department 

relating to the plan. 

1055.5 County Appeal Hearing Procedures-sequence 
(a) The public hearing should normally proceed in the following manner: 

(1) Identification of the record; 
(2) Statements on behalf of the county; 
(3) Statements on behalf of person submitting the plan; 
(4) Statements of members of the public; 
(5) Motion to close public hearing. 

(b) Notwithstanding the above, the chairperson may in the exercise of discretion, determine the order 
of the proceedings. 

(c) The chairperson may impose reasonable time limits upon statements and presentations and may 
accept written statements in lieu of oral statements. 

(d) The public hearing shall be recorded either electronically or by other convenient means. 

1055.6 County Appeal Hearing Procedure-Order 
Following the public hearing, the Board shall determine whether, upon the record before it, the plan 

is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act. If the Board 
determines that the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board and the provisions 
of the Act, it shall make its order approving the plan. If the Board determines that the plan is not in 
conformance with the regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act, it shall make its order 
disapproving the plan. Approval of the plan by the Board constitutes authorization that timber operations 
may commence and be conducted in accordance with the plan as approved and in accordance with rules 
and regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act. Timber operations shall not take place where 
the Board disapproves the plan. Disapproval of a plan shall be without prejudice to the applicant 
submitting a plan at any later time complying with the rules and regulations of the Board and the 
provisions of the Act. Where the Board approves the plan, notice thereof shall be filed with the Secretary 
of Resources, and within ten working days such notice shall be transmitted to the agencies and persons 
referred to in 14 CCR 1037.3, and for posting at the places referred to in Section 1037.1. The order of 
approval shall include written response to significant points raised in the appeal. 

1056 Head or Agency Appeals Procedure 
The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) or the Director of the Department of Fish and 

Game (DFG) pursuant to PRC 4582.9 may appeal the Director's approval of a 1HP, or Substantial 
Deviation (14 CCR 1036 and 1039) by doing the following: 

(a) No later than ten days from the date of 1HP approval, the SWRCB and DFG shall file with the 
Executive Officer of the Board of Forestry and mail to the plan submitter and Director of CDF a 
statement containing: 

(1) The name of the submitter of the THP; 
(2) The number of the 1HP assigned by CDF; 
(3) The location of the proposed timber operations as described in the Notice of Intent; 
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(4) A concise summary of all facts upon which the appeal is based; 
(5) A copy of or reference to all documents within the official THP record which support the 

appellant's position; 
(6) The name and phone number of the SWRCB designee or DFG staff member who will be the 

primary contact for purposes of the appeal; 
(7) A copy of the authorization by the SWRCB or DFG or its authorized designee for the appeal and 

containing the specific finding that the environment or the public health, safety, or general welfare is 
threatened by the approval of the THP or Substantial Deviation and what form that threat takes; 

(8) Certification that the SWR.CB or Regional Water Quality Control Board or DFG participated in 
a multidisciplinary review of the plan including an on site inspection prior to plan approval; 

(9) A statement that the timber operations are not to proceed until the appeal has been acted on by the 
Board as stated in PRC Section 4582.9. 

(10) A copy of regulations pertaining to bead-of.agency appeals. 
(11) A statement to contact the Board for other information about the hearing process. 

(b) The SWRCB or DFG shall promptly telephone the Director and plan submitter to inform them of 
the filing of the appeal . 

(c) If timber operations have commenced, the Department will notify the timber operator to stop all 
operations. 

1056.1 Hearing on Head or A&ency Appal 
The Chairman of the Board of Forestry shall, without being required to consult other members of the 

board, within five (S) working days of receiving the appeal grant a bearing on an appeal by SWRCB or 
DFG pursuant to PRC Section 4582.9 if the Chairman finds that the appeal raises substantial Issues with 
respect to the environment or to public safety. If the Chairman finds that the appeal raises no substantial 
issues with respect to the environment or to public safety, he or she shall refuse to grant a hearing on an 
appeal. The Chairman will inform the appealing agency, the plan submitter, and the Department of his 
or her decision. In making this determination, the Chairman shall consider the following: 

(a) Whether the appeal raises environmental issues which can be addressed by the Board within the 
limits of the Public Resources Code and the rules of the Board and other applicable laws; and 

(b) Whether the appeal raises public safety issues which involve threw to the lives, health, or property 
of state residents . 

1056.2 Head or Agency Appeal Hearing Procedure&-Schedullna 
The Board shall schedule and hold a public hearing on an appeal by SWRCB or DFG no later than 30 

days from the filing of the written statement of appeal, or at such later time as may be mutually agreed 
upon by the Board, the appellmt(s), and the plan submitter. The hearin& may be scheduled as part of 
a regular meeting of the Board or may be conducted by a committee of the Board as provided in PRC 
4582.9 (d). Sufficient time must be provided for the notice of hearing in accordance with 14 CCR 
1056.3. 

1056.3 Head or A&ency Appeal Proceduns-Notice 
(•) At least IS days prior to the hearing, the Board shall give public notice as follows: 

(1) Mallin& the notice to the SWRCB designee or DFG, and the plan submitter and sendina the notice 
to the Director for distribution u provided in subsection (2).(S) below; 

(2) Mailing the notice to any person who has submitted written comment on the plan and to any penon 
who requests notice of the appeal or hearing; 

(3) Posting of the notice in a conspicuous location available to the public in the appropriate rqional 
office and ranger unit headquarters of the Department; 

(4) Posting of the notice at the place where notices are customarily posted at the county courthouse 
of the county within which the proposed timber operations are to take place; 
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(5) Any other dissemination of the notice determined to be approprilte by the Director to provide 
participation in the hearing by the interested public. 

(b) The notice ofhearing shall include the following: 
(1) The name of the person submitting the plan; 
(2) Identification of the plan, including the CDP administration number ofthe plan, a brief description 

of the location of the timber operations referred to in the plan by reference to any commonly known 
landmarks in the area, and a brief description of the proposed timber op«ations: 

(3) A statement that the SWRCB or DFG has appealed the Director's decision to approve the plan. 
A statement that the Board has iranted a public hearing pursuant to PRC 4582.9. The notice shall also 
include a statement inviting the person submitting the plan and the public to make statements at the 
hearing regarding the basis of the appeal on the plan; and 

(') The time, date, and location of the public hearing. 

1056.4 Head or A&ency Appeal Heuing Procedurs-Record 
The record before the Board upon completion of the public hearing shall be as follows: 
(a) The 1HP, or Substantial Deviation. 
(h) All reports, findings, communications, correspondence and statements in the file of the Department 

relating to the plan at the time of approval. 
(c) Arguments from the appealing agency, plan submitter, and the public related to the material in the 

record. 

1056.5 Head or A&ency Appeal Hearing Procedures-Sequence 
(a) The public hearing should normally proceed in the following manner: 

(1) Identification of the record by CDF; 
(2) Statements OD behalf of the appealing qency; 
(3) Statements on behalf ofperson submitting the plan; 
(4) Statements of members of the public, including other interested qencies; 
(5) Response on behalf of CDF "Chairman or designee"; 
(6) Motion to close public hearing; 

(h) Notwithstanding the above, the chairman or deslgnee may in the exercise ofdiscretion, determine 
the order of the proceedings. 

(c) The chaiiperson may impose reasonable time limits upon statements and presentations and may 
accept written statements in lieu of oral statements. 

(d) The public hearing shall be recorded either electronically or by other convenient means. 

1056.6 Head or A&ency Appeal Heuing Procedures-Order 
The Board has ten days following the public hearing to determine whether, upon the record before it, 

the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board, the provisions of the Act and all 
other applicable provisions of law, including the Timberland Productivity Act. If the Board determines 
that the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board, the provisions of the Act and 
other applicable laws, it shall make its order approving the plan within ten days of conclusion of the 
hearing. If the Board determines that the plan is not in conformance with the regulations of the Board, 
the provisions of the Act, and other applicable laws, it shall make its order disapproving the plan within 
10 days of conclusion of the hearing. Approval of the plan by the Board constitutes authorization that 
timber operations may commence upon filing of the order of approval with the Secretary of Resources. 
Operations shall be conducted in accordance with the plan as approved by CDF and in accordance with 
the rules and regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act, and other applicable laws. Timber 
operations shall not take place where the Board disapproves the plan. Disapproval of a plan shall be 
without prejudice to the applicant submitting a plan at any later time complying with the rules and 
regulations of the Board and the provisions of the Act. The Board may set forth in the order of 
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disapproval the conditions undec which itbelieves the plan would have been approved. Where the Board 
approves the plan, the order there of shall be filed with the Secretary of Reaourcea within ten working 
days of decision, such order of approval shall be transmitted to the plan submitter, CDF, and the 
appealina a&ency(ies), and for postiq at the places referred to in Section 10S6.3. Their order of 
approval shall include written response to significant points nised in the appeal. 

Article 4 Thnber Site Clualftcatioo 

1060 Site Classlftcation 
The site classification system of productive potential of timberland for administration of the Act and 

rules thereunder is set forth in the table hereinafter: 
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Article 5 Standarcllzed Stoc:kln& Sampll.q Procedlll'f.ll 

1070 Stoddnc Sampling 
The objective of this article is to describe the stocking samplin& procedures that the timber owner or 

bis qent shall use to determine if the stocking standards of the Act and rules have been met following 
the completion of a timber operation. 
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1071 Minimum Stocking Standards 
Within five years after the completion of timber operations or as otherwise specified in the rules, a 

report of stocking on the entire area logged under the plan and shown on a revised map shall be filed with 
the Director by the timber owner or the agent thereof. Ifstocking js reauired to be met uoon COD!Dlctjon 
of timber operations the stoc!cjng report shall be submitted within six monw of the complctjon of 
operatjOM 

The minimum acceptable stocking standards on logged areas which were acceptably stocked prior to 
harvest are those specified in the Coast, Northern, and Southern Forest District rules. If not otherwise 
specified, the following minimum standards apply: 

(a) On Site I timberlands as defined by the Board, the average residual basal area, measured in stems 
one inch or larger in diameter shall be at least BS square feet per acre; or on Site D or lower ahall be at 
least SO sq. ft. per acre; or 

(b) The area contains an average point count of 300 per acre on Site I, D, and m lands or 150 on Site 
IV and V lands as specified in PRC 4561. 

See 14 CCR 912.7, 932.7 and 952.7 for information for the point count values ofvarious size trees and 
for determining how sprouts will be counted toward meeting stocking requirements. 

1072 Stocking Sampling Proceduns 
The procedures set forth in this article shall be adhered to when sampling for stocking. More than one 

procedure for sampling may be used on plans where more than one regeneration method or intermediate 
treatment is used in the timber operatioM. 

The sampling procedures are ~ivided into the following categories: 
(a) Basal Area Stocking Sampling Procedure: This procedure shall be used where it is necessary to 

determine whether the specific basal area standards for such situations as the selection and shelterwood 
(preparatory steps) regeneration methods and commercial thinning intermediate treatment have been met. 

(b) Point Count Stocking Sampling. Procedure: This procedure shall be used where it is necessary to 
determine whether specific point count standards must be met. For example, the procedure can be used 
for the clearcut and seed tree regeneration methods. 

(c) Combination Stocking Sampling Procedure: This procedure shall be used where stocking standards 
can be met using either basal area or point count, such as for the sanitation-salvage intermediate 
treatment, alternative prescriptions, or where exceptions to the stocking standards have been provided for 
in the rules and are specified in the plan. 

(d) Waiver Request Procedure: This procedure may be used to request from the Director a waiver of 
sampling procedures provided in 14 CCR 1072 (a), (b). or (c) where, based upon the RPF's or owner 
oftimberland's inspection, be/she bas determined that the stocking requirements of the Act and rules have 
obviously been met. 

1072.1 Number of Plots Required 
There shall be at least one plot per acre, with a minimum of 20 plots, for each timber operating area 

sampled. The timber owner or his/her agent is encouraged, in lieu of sampling the entire logged area 
or area being sampled, to delineate by ocular estimate the least stocked 40 acres (16.187 ha) of the logged 
area or area being sampled and sample this area to determine if it is acceptably stocked. If the least 
stocked area sampled is determi.ned to be acceptably stocked in accordance with these regulations, the 
entire logged area, or area being sampled, shall be assumed to be acceptably stocked. If the area sampled 
is not acceptably stocked the area sampled shall be regenerated to bring it Into conformance and the 
remainder of the logged area shall be sampled, or the next least stocked 40 acres (16.187 ha) shall be 
sampled to determine whether the rest of the logged area is acceptably stocked. 

The Director, in making the stocking inspection specified in PRC 4588 may, indeperulent of the sample 
specified in the Report ofStocking, sample what he determines is the least stocked 40 acres (16.187 ha) 
of the logged area to determine if the area is stocked. 
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1072.2 Plot Layout 
Plots shall be placed on the area being sampled in a uniform &rid. The grid shall be considered uniform 

if the distance between lines does not exceed by two and one half times the distance between plots on the 
lines. 

The sWting point ofeach plot line shall be referenced to a survey corner if convenient or to a suitable, 
readily locatable permment landmark and shall be indicated in the Report of Stocking and flagged in the 
field. The compass bearings shall be recorded in the Report of Stocking. 

1072.3 F.qulpment 
The following equipment and methods for measuring distance are acceptable when basal area, point 

count, or combination stocking sampling procedures are used. Hand compass and pacing may be used 
for locating plot centers. A measuring tape or other calibrated measuring device shall be used for 
determining the radius of plots. For basal area and combination stocking sample procedures, an angle­
gauge, wedge prism, or other device capable of measuring ocularly apredetermined angle (to determine 
basal area) will normally be needed. 

1072.4 Elrdusions 
Roads and landings that will not be regenerated, meadows, wet areas, rocky areas, and areas not 

normally bearing timber shall not be used as plot centers for sampling purposes. Stream protection wnes 
may be excluded from the sample where stocking cannot be achieved due to legal restrictions on 
regenerating the zone and it is explained in the stocking report. Notwithstanding the provisions of 14 
CCR 1072.2, a random right/left offaet from the plot center may be used. Alternatively the plot may be 
treated as an unstocked plot for purposes of determining acceptable stocking. The reason for the offset 
shall be stated in the stocking report. 

Offsets shall be in on~alf chain (33 ft.) (10.06m) intervals at a right angle to the plot line with a 
maximum distance of l .S chains (99 ft.) (30.19m) allowed. The direction and distance of the offset, if 
any, shall be note on the plot sheet. 

1072.5 Basal Area Stoddng SampUq Procedure 
The sllvlcultural rules of each forest district and the Act contain basal stocking standards to be met 

following the completion of a timber operation. The following procedure shall be used to determine if 
these stocking standards have been met: One or more basal area factors suitable for determining stocking 
shall be used. The same basal area factor shall be used on an of the plots on a sampling area. A 
countable tree for basal area ia described in PRC 4S28. If each plot has a minimum basal area equal to 
or greater than that specified in 1071 (a), or as required by the rules if different, then the plot shall be 
counted as stocked. 

1072.6 Polnt Count Stock.Ing Samplln& Procedure 
The silvicultural rules of each forest district and the Act contain point count stockin& standards to be 

met followin& the completion of a timber operation. The following procedure shall be used to determine 
if these stocking standards have been met. 

Since there are separate values for three different size classes, three circular concentric plots may be 
needed at each plot center. The following standards are for a 300 point count: 

(a) For trees counted as one point each, a plot with a 6.80 ft. radius is used (l/300th of an acre). If 
a countable tree of a value of at least one point is found in the plot, it is stocked, so recorded, and the 
timber owner or qent thereof moves on to the nat plot center. If no countable tree is found, the next 
concentric plot is measured. 

(b) For trees counted as three points each, a plot with a 11.78 ft. radius is used (1/100th of an acre). 
If 1 countable tree ofa value of at least three points is found in the plot, it is stocked, so recorded, and 
the timber owner or the agent thereof moves on to the next plot center. If no countable tree is found, 
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the next larger concentric plot is measured. 
(c) For trees counted as six points each, a plot with a 16.6S foot radius is used (1/SOth of an acre). If 

a countable tree of a value of at least six points is found in the plot, it is stocked. H no countable trees 
of the required sizes are found in the three concentric plots, the plot center is recorded as being unstocked 
and the timber owner or agent thereof moves on to the next plot center. For point counts of 4SO per 
acre, the three concentric circular plot radius sizes are: S.SS ft. (1/4SOth of an acre), 9.61 ft. (1/ lSOth 
of an acre), and 13.6 ft. (lnSth of an acre). For point counts of lSO per acre, the three concentric 
circular plot radius sizes are: 9.61 ft. (l/ lSOth of an acre), 16.6S ft. (1/SOth of an acre), 23.SS ft. 
(l/25th of an acre). 

The point count values of various size trees and for determining how sprouts will be counted is found 
in 14 CCR 912.7, 932.7 and 9S2.7. 

1072.7 Combination Stocklnc Sampling Proaidure 
The procedure is used where the silvicultural rules of each forest district and the Act allow the stocking 

standards to be met through combination of point count and basal area. The following procedure shall 
be used to determine if these stocking standards have been met: At each plot center the timber owner 
or agent thereof shall check for either basal area or countable trees . The same basal area factor shall be 
used on an plots in the sample. If the plot is not stocked with countable trees as specified in 14 CCR 
I072.S, it shall be necessary to sample for countable trees as specified in 14 CCR 1072.6. 

1073 Unacceptable Results 
(1) No more than five unstocked plots shall be contiguous to each other. A contiguous unstocked plot 

is any plot within the rectangle constructed around the two adjacent plots on the same line and the three 
plots adjacent to them on the two nearest lines (see Fig. 1073(a)]. 

An unstocked plot shall not be counted as contiguous to another unstocked plot if any of the following 
occur: 

(1) Where, in use of the point count or combination stocking sampling procedure, an unstacked plot 
has a countable tree located in the largest circular concentric plot described in the procedure. 

(2) Where the forest practice rules allow only the basal area sampling procedure to be used, the 
continuity of the six contiguous plots may be considered broken if one or more of the contiguous 
unstocked plots meets the minimum stocking standards of the Act. 

(b) If there are more than five unstocked plots contiguous to each other, the sample shall be assumed 
to be understocked except where application of the following gives a number of less than six. 

CCUP) X CSA) - <SIP> X <O S> X CSAl is less than 6 

(NPS) (NPS) 


CUP-Number of contiguous unstocked plots 
SA-Acres in sample area 
SIP-Number of stocked intermediate plots 
NPS- Number of plots in sample, excluding intermediate plots. An intermediate plot is a plot placed 
halfway between two unstocked plots in the sample. 
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--x-----x-----x-----x-----x-­

--x-- --c-----c-----c-- --x-­

--x-- --c-----o-----c-- --x-­

--x-- --c-----c-----c-- --x-­

--x-----x-----x-----x-----x-­
LEGEND 

o - Initial Plot c - Contiiuous Plocs 
X - Non-Contiauous Plots - - - - Survey Line 

Fipre 1073(a) Example of the 
rec:tan&le eaclosi.q contiguous plocs 

(c) If less than SS~ of the plots are stocked when using the bual area, point count. or combination 
stocking samplin& procedures, it is assumed that the area bein& sampled is understocked. The timber 
owner or aaent thereof shall delineate the understocked areas in the report of ltockln&. If the timber 
owner or the aaent thereof still believes the area to be stocked, another sample may be nm. The second 
sample shall be laid out in the same manner 11 the first sample with the additional ploll lyin& halfway 
between the initial plot lines. For staWtlcal analysis, the two samples shall be combined and analyzed 
together. 

1074 Wal•er Request 
The basal area, point count and combination stockin& samplin& procedures may be waived if the 

Director, and the owner of timberland or an RPF &din& as aaent for either the timber owner or owner 
of timberland, agree that the area is obviously stocked and each of the followin& conditions is fUlfilled: 

(1) A request for a waiver of sampli.q, iffiled within five years after complecion of timber operations, 
or as otherwise specified in the Board's rules. 

(b) The owner of timberland or RPF states in the request for a waiver of samplin& to the Director that 
he/she has eumined the plan area aft.et completion of timber operations and believes those harvested 
areas for which a waiver of sampling is being requested obviously meet the atockin& requirements of the 
Act and the applicable rules or regulations of the Board. 

1074.1 Wal•er Appronl 
If the Director agrees that an area is obviously stocked, then the samplin& procedures are waived. If 

the Director does not agree that the stock.in& requiremmts of the Act and applicable rules of the Board 
have been met, the followin& shall occur: 

(1) The Director shall return the request for a waiver as unacceptable to the owner oftimberland or RPF 
making the request. 

(b) The timber owner or an RPF actin& as his/her qent shall use the point count, basal area, or 
combination stocking sampling procedure, as appropriate on the area, to determine if the stocking 
requirements of the Act and rules have been met. The results of this sampling shall be submitted to the 
Director. 
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1075 Report of Stoddog 
A Report ofStocking on a form acceptable to the Director, certifying that the area logged does not meet 

or meets minimum stocking standards, shall be submitted by the timber owner or the agent thereof to the 
Director within five yean after completion of timber operations, or as otherwise specified in the rules. 
The report shall contain the following information: 

(a) Name, address, and telephone number of timber owner(s) or agent thereof. 
(b) The plan number. 
(c) Name of person performing the stocking sampling. 
(d) Map showing the sampling area, by sampling procedure, if more than one procedure is used; the 

plot locations indicating status as stocked or non-stocked. 
(e) The acreage of each sampling area. 
(f) The number of plot centers installed by sampling procedure. 
(g) The number of stocked plots by sampling procedure. 
(h) Certification by the timber owner or agent thereof. 
(I) Either the plot reference data specified in 14 CCR 1072.2 or direction as to where the plot reference 

can be obtained. 
The timber owner or agent thereof who files the Report of Stocking shall maintain on file the detailed 

data on the stocking sampling until such times as a Report of Satisfactory Stocking is issued by the 
Director. This data shall be available for inspection by the director and subject to use in enforcement 
proceedings. 

Article 6 Stocking Standards for Substantially Damaged Timberlands 

1080 Substantially Damaged Timberlands 
•substantially damaged timberlands• mean areas of timberland where wildfire, insects, disease, wind, 

flood, or other blight caused by an act of God occurs after January 1, 1976 and the damage reduced 
stocking below the requirements of PRC 4561 or other higher minimum stocking requirements that may 
be applicable under Articles 3 and 11 of Subchapter 4, Article 3 of Subchapter 5, and Articles 3 and 11 
of Subchapter 6. 

1080.1 Stoddng Requirements for Substantially Damaged Timberlands 
(a) The stocking standards to be maintained or established where substantial damage bas occurred prior 

to the start of timber operations, or where such damage has occurred followina the start of timber 
operations but before a stocking report has been submitted or approved by the Director, are: 

(1) On Sites m and better. the stocking shall consist of at least ten countable trees planted for each 
live tree harvested during conduct of salvage operations following the substantial damage, but need not 
exceed an average point count of 300 per acre (741.3 per ha). The number of live trees harvested shall 
be determined by stump count or by an equivalent procedure proposed by the RPF and approved by the 
Department. 

(2) Where only dead, down, or dying trees were salvage logged followina the substantial damage, no 
restocking is required. 

(3) No restocking requirements need be met on substantially damaged timberlands on Sites IV and V 
after timber operations. 

(b) If stocking standards were met, but substantial damage occurred before a report of stocking was 
approved by the Director, a report of stocking may be submitted and approved as specified in 14 CCR 
1080.4(a). 

1080.2 Timber Harvesting Plans for Substantially Damaged Timberlands 
Where timber operations are to be conducted on any substantially damaged timberlands, they shall be 

designated and described in the Timber Harvestina Plan or the Emergency Notice of Timber Operations 
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submitted to the Director. 

1080.3 Stoddn1 Distribution 
Any establishment of trees to meet the stocking requirement of 14 CCR I 080 shall be planned to ensure 

the most feasible utilization of suitable and available growing space and growing stock. The location, 
spacing, and site preparation measures to meet this requirement shall be described in the TIIP as shall 
also the area of timberland qualifyin1 for the stockinJ standards set forth herein. No more than two 
restocking efforts shall be required provided that such efforts are accomplished in a 1ood and workman 
like manner. 

1080.4 Stoddn& Reports for Substantially Damaaed Timberlands 
(a) In the event that timberland becomes substantially damaged before a stocking report is submitted 

to the Director, a report may be submitted by the timber owner or his qent stating that the area was 
adequately stocked prior to the occurrence of substantial damage. A report of stocking for substantially 
damaged timberlands shall be a Ctrtification to the Director by a timber owner or qent thereof that the 
stocking requirements of 14 CCR 1080.I (a) and (b) have been met. 

(b) The Director shall issue a satisfactory report of stocking if it can be certified, based upon first band 
knowledge, that the area was adequately stocked prior to the destruction of stocking. The owner or qent 
may appeal the Director's denial of his certification to the Board. 

(c) Should only a portion of the plan area be substantially d.amaged, separate stocking reports (one for 
the damaged area and one for the undama&ed area) may be filed. 

1080.5 nme Period to Meet Stoddng Requirements 
The restocking effort required by 14 CCR 1080.1 shall be accomplished within five years after 

completion of timber operations for salvage or harvest of timber from substantially damaged timberlands 
unless a longer period of time is needed and is approved by the Board for a specified area. 

Article 6.5 Nonindustrial 1imber Management Plan Administration 

1090 Rule Application 
Where the abbreviation TIIP, the term Timber Harvesting Plan, or the word plan is used in Chapter 

4, Subchapters 1 through 6 and Chapter 4.S it shall also mean Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan 
as specified in Article 7 .S of the PRC. In Subchapter 7 this equivalency will occur for all sections except 
1031 through 1042. 

1090.1 1hnber Management Plan and Nodce or 1hnber Operations F1Una Locations 
The Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan (NTMP) or Notice of Timber Operations (Notice) for 

proposed timber operations provided for by Article 7.5, Chapter 8, Pan 2, Division 4 of the PRC 
(commencing with Sec. 4593) shall be submitted in writin& to the Director and shall contain the 
information specified in 14 CCR 1090.5 at the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Regional 
Office having jurisdiction for the timber operations [see CCR 1032). 

1090.l NTMP Submittal and Nodce or Preparation 
(a) A plan shall be submitted by the person who owns the timberland included in the plan. 
(b) Where the timber is owned by parties other than the landowner, the landowner shall give prompt 

written notice of such plan to those parties. 
(c) The plan submitter shall prepare and submit to the Director, with the plan, a Notice of Preparation 

to Harvest Timber (Notice of Preparation). 
(1) Ifany proposed plan boundary lies within 300 ft. ofany property owned by any person other than 

the plan submitter, or 
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(2) With any plan amendment that changes a plan boundary so that the new boundary lies within 300 
ft. of any property owned by any person other than the plan submitter, or 

(3) With any plan amendment that changes the silvicultural method if a Notice of Preparation was 
required for the plan by condition (1) or (2) above. 

(cl) A Notice of Preparation shall include the following information: 
(1) The name of the plan submitter. 
(2) The location of the plan area by county, section, township, and range, and the approximate 

direction and distance to the plan area from the nearest community or well-known landmark. 
(3) The name of the nearest pa-ennial blue line stream flowing through or downstream from the plan 

area. 
(4) The acreage of the area to be included in the plan. 
(5) The silvicultural method(s) proposed. 
(6) The estimated earliest date that the Director may approve the plan as he/she has indicated in the 

NTMP instructions. 
(7) A statement that the public may review the plan at the specified Regional Office of the Department 

of Forestry and Fire Protection and a reasonable per page copy fee set by the Director for additional 
copies. 

(e) The person submitting the plan shall furnish to the Department at the time ofsubmission of the plan, 
a list ofall persons, including their mailing addresses, who hold legal or equitable title to property within 
300 ft. of the plan boundary. Either a list compiled from the latest equalized assessment roll or a list 
provided by a title insurance company doing business in California shall be deemed sufficient for 
compliance with the subsection. 

(f) The Department shall mail copies of the Notice of Preparation within two working days of receipt 
of the plan to all persons identified in (e) above. 

(&) Prior to plan submission, the person submitting the plan &hall post a copy of the Notice of 
Preparation at a conspicuous location that Is easily visible to the public and near the plan site. 
Notwithstanding other Bowl rules. the notices reauired by Section 1032, 10 of article 6 . .5 shall be 
completed prior to submission oftbe NIMP. and within counties with special rules 04CCR Subc4apter 
4, Art. 13 Subchapter 6. Art, 13) !he ooticin& regyjremegts will be !he same as for a THP. 

1090.3 Notice or Preparation-Distribution by Director 
The Director shall distribute copies of each Notice of Preparation within two working days of receipt 

to: 
(a) The Office of the County Clerk of the county in which OptZations are proposed for posting at the 

customary place for posting environmental affairs. 
(b) The local Ranger Unit headquarters for posting. 
(c) At such other locations as the Director may deem desirable and feasible to provide adequate public 

notice. 
(cl) Any additional distribution of the notice required by the rules of the Board for individual counties. 

1090.4 Request ror Notification or NTMP or Notice or Timber Operations Submission 
(a) Each Regional Office of the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall maintain a list of 

NTMPs or Notice of Timber ~ations submitted each day. 
(b) Wben any person requests notice of submissions of timber management plans, the Director shall 

provide the person, free of charge, with a copy of the list of NTMPs or Notices of Timber Operations 
submitted on the date or dates requested. If no specific date is requested, a copy of the lists for the 
preceding week shall be provided. 

1090.S Contents or NTMP 
The plan shall serve three functions: 1) to provide information the Director needs to determine whether 
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the proposed NTMP conforms to the rules of the Board; 2) to provide information and direction for 
timber management so it complies with the rules of the Board and the management objectives of the 
landowner; and 3) to disclose the potential effects of timber management to the public. For the plan to 
serve these functions, it shall, as a minimum, contain the following information: 

(a) Name, address, and telephone number of the timberland owner(a) or desiinated aaent. 
(b) Name, address, and telephone number of the timber owner(s) (if different). 
(c) Name, address, telephone number, and rqistration number of RPF who prepared the plan. 
(d) A description ofthe plan area within which timber operations are to be conducted, including section, 

township, range, county, and approximate acreage. Parcel numbers are optional additional information 
that may be provided. 

(e) The forest district and subdistrict (if any) in which the NTMP Is located. 
(I) A description of present and proposed plan area uses other than timber production. 
(I) A description by management unit(s) of the timber stand characteristics including species 

composition, age classes, projected arowth, present stocking level, present volume per acre, size class 
distribution, stand management history, and potential pest or protection problems. The description shall 
provide the basis for the information provided. 

(h) A description by management unit(s) ofthe proposed management objectives, including a discussion 
of projected timber volumes and sizes available for timber harvesting. 

(I) A description by management unit(s) of proposed activities to achieve the management objectives. 
This must include: 1) projected frequencies of harvest, 2) silvicultural prescriptions for harvesting, 3) 
type ofyarding systems to be used for each area; 4) anticipated interim management activities which may 
result in rule compliance questions (i.e. erosion control maintenance). 
0) The period of time over which arowth will be balanced with harvest. 
(k) A description of any cultural or historical resources known to exist with a description of possible 

impacts and protection methods to be used during timber operations. 
(J) Whether a timberland convenion certificate is in effect, its date of expiration, and its identification 

number. 
(m) Whether a timber harvesting plan is on file with the Department for any part of the plan area and 

if a Report of Satisfactory Stocking has been issued by the Department (show plan number). 
(n) Information on the presence and protection of any known ltey habitat or individuals of any 

threatened or endangered plant or animal species that are listed in DFG inventories prepared pursuant to 
the F&GC or any species of special concern as designated by the Board in these rules. 

(o) A description ofpotential impacts and protections for the quality and beneficial uses ofwaters within 
watercounes, laltes, and wet areas. 

(p) A description of soils, surface erosion hazard, mass wasting erosion hazard, and erosion control 
measures. 

(q) A description of the existinJ and proposed road system to be used in implement.Ilion of the 
manaaement plan. 

(r) A description of how the site preparation standards and atoclting standards will be met. 
(s) A description of the proposed yarding methods including protection of residual trees, watercoune 

crossings, operation on unstable areas. 
(t) A description ofslash treatment for site preparation, fire protection and pest protection consideration. 
(u) A description of the cumulative effects analysis with supporting information, including impact of 

projected harvesting over the life of the plan. 
(-.) A copy of the forest practice regulations in effect at the time of submission. 
(w) On a USGS quadrangle or equivalent topographical map ofa scale not less than 2" to the mile, the 

following information shall be clearly provided. Additional maps may be required to show specific 
details, and may be planimetric. Color coding shall not be used. A legend shall be included indicating 
the meaning of the symbols used. s~ the district rules for the appropriate minimum mapping acreages. 

(1) Boundaries of management plan(s) and management unit(s). 
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(2) Boundaries of regeneration methods, intermediate treatments, special harvesting methods, and 
alternative prescriptions that are to be applied. 

(3) Boundaries of yarding (Jogging) systems, if more than one system is to be used. 
(4) Location of public roads within the plan area, and private roads appurtenant to the timber 

operations where such roads are under the ownership or control of the timberland owner and are 
contiguous with the plan area, and classification of all proposed and existing logging roads as permanent, 
seasonal, or temporary roads. 

(5) Probable location of proposed and existing landings in the watercourse and lake protection zone, 
and landings outside the zone that are greater than 1/4 acre in size or whose construction involves 
substantial excavation. 

(6) Road failures on existing roads to be reconstructed. 
(7) Location of all existing and proposed permanent watercourse crossing drainage structures and 

temporary crossings on Class I and II watercourses on roads; if a permanent culvert is involved, its 
minimum diameter shall be provided. 

(8) Location of area(s) of high or extreme erosion hazard rating. 
(9) Location of all watercourses with Class I, II, m, or IV waters. 
(10) Location of known unstable areas or slides. 
(11) Location of understocked areas and other areas not normally bearing timber to at least a 20-acre 

minimum, or as specified in the district rules. 
(12) Location of boundaries of timber-site classes needed for determination of stocking standards to 

be applied, down to at least a 10-acre minimum or as specified in the district rules. 
(13) Location of unique areas including, Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas or any special 

treatment area. 
(14) A soils map where available. 

(x) Any additional information that is submitted on separate pages shall be clearly marked "plan 
addendum" and shall bear the date on which it was prepared. 

(y) Explanation and justification for, and specific measures to be used for, tractor operations on unstable 
areas, on slopes over 65%, and on areas where slopes average over 50% and the EHR is high or 
extreme. 

(z) Explanation and justification for tractor operations in areas designated for cable yarding. 

(aa) Winter period operating plan where appropriate. 

(bb) Explanation and justification for use of watercourse, marshes, wet meadows, and other wet areas 


as landings, roads, or skid trails. 
(cc) Explanation and justification of any in-lieu or alternative practices for watercourse and lake 

protection. 
(dd) Explanation of alternatives to standard rules for harvesting and erosion control. 
(ee) Explanation and justification for landings that exceed the maximum size specified in the rules. 
(fl) Any other information required by the rules or the Act to be included in the plan. The district rules 

provide for exceptions and alternatives to standard requirements that require inclusion of information in 
theNTMP. 

(g) Where roads, watercourse crossings, and associated landings in the logging area will be abandoned, 
the methods for abandonment shall be described. 

(hh) On a map complying with subsection 1000.6(x), the locations and classifications of roads, 
watercourse crossings, and landings to be abandoned shall be shown. 

(ii) On a separate map, provide the known locations ofany stands of TatW brevifo/la (Pacific yew) that 
are planned to be harvested or burned during timber operations. 

(ij) Unless the bark or other materials used to produce taxol will be or have been previously collected 
and removed pursuant to sections 912.10, 932.10 and 952.10, provide a statement on the planned 
disposition or use of any stand(s) of Pacific yew. 
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1090.6 Notice of Timber Operations 
Following confirmation by the non-industrial tree farmer !hat all nec;essarv field work js fupct.ional and 

usCible (including flagging or marking> the non-industrial tree farmer who owns, leases, or otherwise 
controls or operates on all or any portion of any timberland within the boundaries of an approved Timber 
Management Plan shall submit a Notice ofTimber Operations including the certification required by PRC 
'4594.6 to the appropriate office of the Department. Timber operations may commence immediately 
unless the notice bas been filed by mailing, in which case operations may commence three days after the 
ootice has been mailed. 

1090.7 Notice ofTimber Operation.. Content 
The purpose of the Notice of Timber Operations is to provide guidance for implementation of the 

standards and protective measures in the approved NTMP or most recent amended NTMP and the 
applicable rules of the Board. For the Notice to serve these functions, it shall as a minimum, contain the 
following: 

(a) Identification number of the NTMP; 
(b) The name and address and phone number of the timberland owner, the timber owner, the RPF, the 

Licensed Timber Operator and number, and the person responsible for on the &round supervision of the 
timber operations. 

(c) Expected dates of commencement and completion of timber operations. 
(cl) A legal description land use survey of the area of the NTMP on which timber operations will be 

conducted. 
(e) Identification of silvicultural prescriptions to be applied. 
(f) The type of heavy equipment to be used for yarding or road construct.ion. 
(&) A statement that no archeological sites have been discovered in the harvest area since the approval 

of the NTMP. 
(b) A statement that no listed species bas been discovered in the cvmulative impacts assessmept area 

since the approval of the NTMP. 
(I) A statement that there have been no physical environmental changes in the cumulative impacts 

assessment area that are so significant as to require any amendment of the NTMP. 
(J) Special provisions, if any, to protect any unique area within the area of timber operations. 
(k) Instructions on felling, yarding, road construction or reconstructions, hauling, erosion control work, 

site preparation, erosion control maintenance, winter operations, watercourse protection measures and 
slash treatment. 

(I) A certification by the RPF that the notice as submitted will carry out: 
(1) The best management practices for the protection of the beneficial uses of water, soil stability, 

forest productivity, and wildlife as required by the current rules of the Board, or 
(2) Is consistent with the plan and will not result in significant degradation of the benefic.ial uses of 

water, soil stability, forest productivity, or wildlife or be in violation of applicable legal requirements. 
(m) A verification that the L TO has been briefed by the RPF on the content of the notice and intentions 

of implementation to comply with the mamgement plan. 
(n) On a USGS quadrangle or equivalent map of a scale not less than 2" to the mile, the following 

information pertinent to the Notice of Operations shall be clearly provided. Additional maps may be 
required to show specific details, and may be planimdric. Color coding shall not be used. A legend 
shall be included indicating the meaning of the symbols used. See the district rules for the appropriate 
minimum mapping acre.11ges. 

(1) Boundaries of area to be harvested (quadrangle map or its equivalent). 
(2) Boundaries ofareas for specified regeneration methods, intermediate treatments, special harvesting 

methods, and alternative prescriptions that are to be applied. 
(3) Boundaries of areas for specified yarding (logging) systems, if more than one system is to be used. 
<•> Location of public roads within the Notice area, and private roads appurtenant to the timber 
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operations where such roads are under the ownership or control of the timberland owner, and are 
contiguous with the Notice area, and classification all proposed and existing logging roads as permanent, 
seasonal, or temporary roads. 

(5) Location of proposed and existing landiDgs in the watercourse and lake protection zone, and 
landinp outside the zone that are ireater than 1/4 acre in size or whose construction involves substantial 
excavltion. 

(6) Road failures on existinJ roads to be reconstructed. 
(7) Location of all existing and proposed watercourse crossings on louiDg and tractor roads; if a 

permanent culvert is involved, its minimum diameter shall be provided. 
(8) Designate areas of high or extreme erosion hazard rating, if more than one. 
(9) Location of watercourse with Class I, II, mor IV waters. 
(10) Location of known unstable areas or slides. 
(11) Location of unique areas. 

(o) Any other information the Board provides by regulltion to meet its rules and the standards of this 
chapter. 

(p) Unless the bark or other materials used to produce taxol will be or have been previously collected 
and removed pursuant to sections 912.10, 932.10 and 952.10, provide a statement on the planned 
disposition or use of any stand(s) of Pacific yew. · 

1090.8 NTMP Prorealonal Judpnent 
Where the rules or these regulations provide for the exercise of professional judament by the RPF or 

the Director, if there is a dlsaareement and if requested by either party, they shall confer on the NTMP 
area during the NTMP review inspection and reach agreement, if possible, on the conditions and 
standards to be included in the plan. 

I 09C>.9 Plan Submitter Rmponslblllty 
The plan submitter, or successor in interest, shall: 
(1) Emure that an RPF conducts any activities which require an RPF. 
(b) Provide the RPF preparing the plan or amendments with complete and correct information reaarding 

pertinent legal rights to, interests in, and responsibilities fur land, timber, and access as these affect the 
planninJ and conduct of timber operations. 

(c) Sign the NTMP certifying knowledge of the plan contents and the requirements of this section. 
(d) Within five (S) workinJ days of chanJe in RPF responsibilities for NTMP implementation or 

substitution of another RPF, file with the Director a notice which states the RPF'a name and registration 
number, address, and subsequent responsibilities for any RPF required field wort, amendment 
preparation, or operation supervision. Corporations need not file notification because the RPF of record 
on each document is the responsible person. 

(e) Provide a copy of the ipproved NTMP and Notice ofTimber Operations to the LTO. 
(f) Notify the Director prior to commencement of site preparltion operations. Receipt of a burning 

permit is sufficient notice. 
{I) Provide the RPF preparing the Notice and LTO each a copy of the current NTMP and subsequent 

amendments. 

1090.10 Registered Proresslooal Forester Responsibility 
(1) Upon submission ofa NTMP, the RPF who prepares and signs a plan is responsible for the accuracy 

and completeness of its contents. 
(b) The RPF preparing the plan shall: 1) Worm the Director and landowner by phone or letter if be 

or she will be attending the review inspection; and 2) Provide the landowner a copy of the rules of the 
Board in effect on the date of NTMP ipproval. 

(c) The RPF preparing the Notice shall list or describe in the Notice any work which will be performed 
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by the RPF Notice preparer. This may include, but ia DOt limited to, field work in identifying 
watercoune and lake protection zones or special treatment areas, mark.Ing trees, or other 1ctivities. The 
RPF is only responsible for the activities for which he or she ia employed, or those required by the rules 
of the Board. 

(d) The RPF preparing the Notice shall, in writing, inform the plan aubmitter(a) of their responsibility 
punuant to Section 1090.10 of the Article for compliance with the requirements of the Act and, where 
applicable, Board rules regarding site prepantion, stockiog, and m•inteoance of roads, landlop, and 
erosion control facilities. 

1090.11 Interaction Between RPF and LTO on Notice or Timbtr ()pentlOlll 
From the start of the preparation of the Notice of Timber Operation preparation but before 

commencement of operations, the responsible RPF, shall meet with either the LTO, or supervised 
desigoee, who will be on the ground and directly responsible for the harvesting operation. 'Ibe meeting 
shall be on site if requested by either the RPF or LTO. If any amendment ia incorporated to the notice 
by an RPF aft.er the first meeting, the RPF shall comply with the intent of this section by explaining 
relevant changes to the LTO; if requested by either the RPF or LTO, another on-11ite meeting shall take 
place. 

Tbe intent of my such meeting is to assure that the LTO: 
(a) Is advised of my sensitive on-site conditions requiring special Cll'e during operations. 
(b) Is advised regarding the intent and 1pplicable provisions of the 1pproved notice including 

amendments. 

1090.12 Licmsed Tunbtr Operator llesponsibilitie1 

Each Licensed Timber Operlt.Or shall: · 

(a) Inform the responsible RPF and plm submitter, either in writing or orally, of any site conditions 

which in the LTO's opinion prevent implementation of the Notice. 
(b) Be responsible for the work of bis or her employees and flmililriz.e all employees with the intent 

and detlils of the operational land protection measures of the Notice and amendments th1t apply to their 
work. 

(c) Keep a copy of the applicable approved Notice and amendments available for reference at the site 
of active timber operations. 

(d) Comply with all provisions of the Act, Board rules and regulations, the applicable Notice and any 
approved amendments. 

1090.13 Notlftcatlon or Commencement or Operations 
For each NoticeofTimber Operations submitted, within fifteen days before, and not later thlD the day 

of the start up of a timber operation, the Submitter of the Notice, unless the NTMP identifies another 
person as responsible, shall notify CDP of the start oftimber operations. 'Ibe notification, by telephone 
or by mail, shall be directed to the appropriate CDF Ranger Unit Headquarters, Forest Practice Inspector, 
or other designated personnel. 

1090.1.C NTMP DeYlations 
(a) "Minor deviations" means any change, minor in scope, in a plan which can reasonably be presumed 

not to make a significant chmge in the conduct of timber operations and which can reasonably be 
expected not to significantly ldversely affect timberland productivity or values relating to soil, watec 
quality, watershed, wildlife, fisheries, range and foraae, recreation, and aesthetic enjoyment or to result 
in a violation of the applicable watec quality control plan. 

(b) All other changes are presumed to be substantial deviations because they could significantly affect 
the conduct of timber operations and potentially could have a significant ldverse effect on timber 
productivity or values relating to soil, water quality, watershed, wildlife, fisheries, range and forage, 
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recreation, and aesthetic enjoyment. Such actions include, but are not limited to: 
(1) Change in location of timber harvesting operations or enlargement of the area or volume planned 

to be cut. 
(2) Change in the silvicultural method and cutting system on any ponion of the plan area. 
(3) Change in type or location of logging (yarding) system or basic type of equipment. 
(4) Change in location, nature or increase in length of proposed logging roads incorporating one or 

more of the following criteria: 
(A) Any road in a Watercourse or Lake Protection 7.one or where sidecast will extend into the 

Watercourse or Lake Protection 7.one. 
(B) Any road located in an extreme Erosion Hazard Rating area. 
(C) Any road where the average side slope exceeds SO%. 
(D) Any road where unstable areas, active soil movement, or slide areas must be traversed. 
(E) Any increase in gradient allowed by the District Rules as an exception and not provided for in 

the original plan. 
(F) Any road extension of more than 600 ft. (182.9m). 

(S) Any use of existing roads not shown in the original plan when reconstruction work to allow for 
vehicle travel will be substantial. Substantial work on an existing road means more than minor repair 
and dressing of the travel surface and removal of vegetation to allow for vehicle passage. 

(6) Use of any roads not shown in the plan which would affect the key habitat of rare or endangered 
species or other critical wildlife habitat. 

(7) Enlargement of landings where such enlargement was not justified in the original plan. 
(8) Any change of operation in, or designation of, the Watercourse or Lake Protection 7.one. 
(9) Any downgrading of Watercourse classification. 
(10) A change to winter operation where summer operation was previously specified. 

1090.15 NTMP/Review lnspectlon-Flling Return 
Within ten (10) days of the receipt of a NTMP, the Director shall determine if the plan is accurate, 

complete and in proper order, and if so, the NTMP shall be filed. During this same period, the Director 
shall determine what impacts must be analyzed during a preharvest inspection. When the Director finds 
a plan inaccurate, incomplete, or otherwise not in proper order, the plan shall be returned to the submitter 
with written specifications of the deficiencies. 

1090.16 Notice NTMP of FlUng 
(a) The Director shall prepare a notice of filing which shall contain the basic information contained in 

the Notice of Preparation (14 CCR 1090.2) plus the assigned timber management plan number. 
(b) Within two working days of the date the plan is filed, the Director shall transmit copies of the 

Notice of Filing to: 
(1) The person submitting the plan. 
(2) The office of the County Clerk of the county in which the operations are proposed. The notice 

shall be posted at the normal place for posting environmental notices. 
(3) The local Ranger Unit headquarters for posting. 
(4) At such other locations as the Director may deem desirable and feasible to provide adequate public 

notice. 
(S) All public agencies having custodial responsibility for lands within 300 ft. of the NTMP boundary. 

1090.17 Agency and PubUc Review for the NTMP 
Upon receipt of the filed plan in accordance with 14 CCR 1090.16 the Director shall place it, or a true 

copy thereof, in a file available for public inspection, and shall transmit a copy to the DFG, or to the 
appropriate California Regional Water Quality Control Board, the Department of Parks and Recreation, 
the county planning agency and, If the areas are within their jurisdiction, to the California Tahoe Rqional 
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Planning Agency and the Tlhoe Regional Plannin& Agency and the appropriate regional coutal z.one 
conservation commission. The Director shall also transmit a copy of any specific plan to any person who 
has made a written request therefore. The Department shall bill such persons for the cost of providing 
such copies and such monies shall be paid to the Department. 

The Director shall invite written comments, and will consider these comments. AJl comments regarding 
plans shall be in wrltiJI& and shall be addressed to the Director at the regional office where the plan is 
filed. 

1090.18 Director's DeUrminatlon 
The Director shall have 45 days from the date the initial inspection is completed, or in the event the 

Direcror determines that such inspection need not be made, 45 days from the date offiling ofan accepted 
plan in accordance with 14 CCR 1090.16 or such longer period as may be mutually agreed upon by the 
Director and the person submitting the plan, to detenn.ine if the plan is in conformance with the applicable 
rules adopted by the Board. The Director shall insure that an interdisciplinary review team bas bad an 
opportunity to review each plan before determining if the plan conforms to the rules of the Board. The 
Director shall consider all written comments regarding the plan. 

1090.19 Reriew Teams to be Established to Rmew Timber Managemmt Plan 
Interdisciplinary review teams shall be established by the Director to review plans and assist the 

Director in the evaluation of proposed timber management plan(s) and its Impacts on the environment. 
The Review Team composition, function, wks and procedures shall be the woe as those described in 
14 CCR 1037.S. 

1090..20 Nonconrormance or NTMP 
If the Director determines that a plan is not in conformance with the rules of the Board the plan shall 

be returned in accordance with 14 CCR 1054. In addition, the Director shall state any changes and 
reasonable conditions that in the Director's professional judgment are needed to bring the plan into 
conformance with the applicable rules of the Board and offer to confer with the RPF in order to reach 
agreement on the conditions necessary to bring the plan into conformance. 

1090.21 Conformance or NTMP 
If the Director determines that the plan is in conformance with the rules of the Board, then the person 

submitting the plan shall be notified timber operations thereunder may only commence after submission 
of a Notice of Timber Operations as prescribed in 14 CCR 1090.7. 

1090.22 Notice or Conformance or the N'IMP 
Within ten work.Ina days ofthe date a plan is found in conformance, the Director shall transmit a notice 

thereof to the agencies and persons referred to in 14 CCR 1090.17 and for posting at the places named 
in 14 CCR 1090.16. A copy of the notice shall be filed with the Secretary for Resources. The notice 
ofconformance shall include a written response ofthe Director to significant environmental points raised 
during the evaluation process. 

1090.23 Public Inspection 
Notices of Conformance, pursuant to 14 CCR 1090.22 and notices of approval by the Board, pursuant 

to 14 CCR 1054, shall be available for public inspection, and a list of such notices shall be posted on a 
weekly basis in the Office of the Resources Agency. Each such list shall remain posted for a period of 
30 days. 

1090.24 Amendment 
Amendments proposing substantial deviation from an ori1inal plan shall be submitted to the Director 
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in writing by the person who submitted the original plan, or the successor in inte.rest. Substantial 
deviations shall not be under taken until such amendment bas been filed and acted upon by the Director 
in the manner as required in Article 6.S of Subchapter 6 of these rules for the original plan. 

1090.25 Report Minor Dmatlons 
Minor deviations may be undertaken by the person who submitted the NTMP or Notice without 

submission of an amendment to the plan and shall be reported immediately in writing to the Director. 
Actions described in 14 CCR 1090..li which are normally presumed to be substantial deviations may, 

in a given instance, be minor deviations. Actions listed as substantial deviations in 14 CCR 1090.,li but 
considered to be minor by the submitter, may be undertaken only if the person who submitted the plan 
submits the proposed deviation in writing to the Director for review and receives approval. 

Approval shall be given if the Director determines that the proposed minor deviation conforms to the 
standards provided in 14 CCR 1090._li(a). The Director shall have S working days to act on the 
application. If the Director or the representative of the Director does not act within S workin& days of 
receipt of such a deviation, timber operations may commence punuant to such amendment. 

1090.26 Change of Ownenhip 
Any change in ownership of land must be reported to the Director by the new landowner within 180 

days of the date such change is recorded in the county where the property Is located. Also, before the 
passage of title, it shall be responsibility of the seller to notify the purchaser of either the timber or 
timberland of their responsibility for compliance with the stocking standards of the Act and the cul.es of 
the Board of Forestry. 

After a plan is found in conformance with the rules and regulations of the Board, the Director may file 
a Notice of Stocking Requirements on the property with the recorder of the county within which the plan 
is located if any area logged under a Notice of Timber Operations bas not had a report of satisfactory 
stocking issued by the Director. 

1090.27 Cancellation of Plans 
All parties, who submitted plan or their successors, must sien the request to the Director for 

cancellation of a plan. Once cutting bas commenced, the plan may not be canceled except as to lands 
not harvested. 

Article 6.75 Sustained Yield Plan 

1091.1 Sustained YleJd Plan 
(a) Gft'lrral This Article establishes requirements applicable to Sustained Yield, watershed impacts, 

and fish and wildlife. 
(b) Authority and Intent This Article carries out the Legislature's direction that the Board adopt 

reauJations to assure the continuous ifOWing and harvesting of commercial forest tree species and to 
protect the soil, air, fish and wildlife, and water resourcea in accordance with the policies of the Forest 
Practice Act (FPA). Those policies include creating and maintaining a system of timberland reautations 
and use which ensures that timberland productivity is maintained, enhanced and restored where feasible 
and the goal of maximum sustained production (MSP) ofhigh-quality timber products is achieved while 
giving consideration to environmental and economic values. The Sustained Yield Plan (SYP) may be 
submitted at the option of the landowner and is intended to supplement the 1HP process by providing a 
means for addressing long-term issues of sustained timber production, and cumulative effects analysis 
which includes issues of fish and wildlife and watershed impacts on a large landscape basis. 

In the interpretation and implementation of this Article, it is recognized that the accuracy of, and 
therefore the need for, detailed future projections becomes less as the time boriz.on lengthens. It is not 
the intent of this Article that speculation shall be promoted such that analyses shall be undertaken which 
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would produce only margin&lly reliable results or that unneeded data would be altherecl. Moreover, it 
is recopl.zed that in certain cases, landowners, and particularly owners of smaller areas, may not have 
nor can be reasonably expectod to obtain or project information which otherwise might be helpful. It is 
the intent of this Article that the requirements for informational or analytical support for a SYP shall be 
guided by the principles ofpracticality and reasonableness; no information or analysis shall be required 
which in the light of all applicable facton is not feasible. However, It is the intent of this Article that 
all potential adverse environmental impacts resultina from proposed harvcatina be described, discussed 
and analyzed before such operations are allowed. Should such analysis not be included in the SYP, it 
must be contained in those lHPs which rely on the SYP, includina any impact discovered after the SYP 
is approved. 

1091.l Relation to THPI 
Ifsubmitted, a SYP shall address issues ofsustained timber production, watershed impacts and fish and 

wildlife by preparing an SYP for a Management Unit. The SYP shall not replace a 1HP. However, to 
the extent that sustained timber production, watershed impacts and fish and wildlife issues are addressed 
in the approved SYP, these issues shall be considered to be addressed in the 1HP; that is the 1HP may 
rely upon the SYP. 

1091.3 Deftnltlom 
"Management Unit" means the part or parts of timberland ownership which are analyzed together as 

part of an SYP and may include areas outside of an ownership wheD addressina watershed and wildlife 
~. The Management Unit shall be limited to one forest djstrjct The landowner bu the option of 
includin& within thejr ma,naaemem unit thejr entire owpersbjn wjtbin tbe foreat district and any are.as 
outside the district that the Director aarees are part ofa loaical mapaae.mem Wlit, or !hey may djyjde the 
ownmbjp into mapmmegt upits ba.,ed on ldministutive. regulau>Q' llMI ecoloaical flctors with 
concurrence from tbe Director. The Management Unit must include one or more plannin& watersheds, 
and may include associated resource assessment areas. 

1091.4 Sustained Yield Plan Contents 
(a) Contents ofSYP Ifa SYP is submitted, it shall be prepared and signed by a RPF and shall include 

the following information: 
(1) Name and Address of timber and timberland owner. 
(2) Ownership description and location, including legal descriptions and maps depicting the ownership 

and Management Units which shall be at a scale sufficient to allow the Director to determine the area 
covered by the SYP. 

(3) Management objectives for resources addressed in the SYP, including timber products. 
(4) General narrative description of the forest types, fish and wildlife habitats and wllercourses and 

lakes. 
(5) Descriptions of Manaaement Units (e.&.• planning wllersbeds or lar&er areas) and rationale for 

Manaaement Unit selection. 
(6) Identification and mapping of Planning wllersbeds classified as sensitive wllersbeds and 

description of the measures taken to protect resources within those wllersbeds. 

109U.5 Sustained 1lmber Production Assessment 
(a) Consistent with the protection of soil, water, air, fish and wildlife resources a SYP shall clearly 

demonstrate bow the submitter will achieve maximum sustained production of bi&b quality timber 
products while givin& consideration to regional economic vitality and employment at planned harvest 
levels during the plannin& horizon. The average annual projected harvest over any rollina 10-year period, 
or over appropriately longer time periods for ownerships which project harvesting at intervals less 
frequently than once every ten years, shall not exceed the lon&·term sustained yield estimate for a SYP 
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submitter's ownership 
(b) Where a SYP is based upon data on file with the Director, such data shall be updated every 10 

years. Proprietary information shall be treited consistent with PRC 21 l(i(). 
(c) Each sustained timber production assessment shall include: 

(1) A summary table ofWildlife Habitat Relationships compositions and stand structure types (WHR), 
or comparable stand structure types within forest vegetation types with their respective acreage. For an 
ownership's specific stand structure types, the RPF shall provide a written description of the stand 
structure and characteristics which define each type, and compariaons of those types to WHR typing. 
The WHR system, which is herein incorporated by reference, and its uses is described in •A Guide to 
the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships System", California Department of Fish and Game, March 
1988. 

(2) An estimate ofthe long-term sustained yield ofthe ownership stated in terms ofboard feet per year 
or cubic feet per year, or other reasonable measurement consistent with products chosen by the owner, 
and a description of how the estimate was reached. For ownerships that have not atUined long-term 
sustained yield, the SYP shall estimate and justify the transition period necessary to achieve long-term 
sustained yield. 

(3) A projection of growth and harvest for each WHR type or comparable stand structure type within 
forest vegetation type over each I 0 year period in the planning horizon, and a description in narrative 
form of the accuracy and methodology used to estimate growth. 

(4) A discussion of the accuracy of the inventory data for the management unit and/or ownership. 
Inventory data, models and growth and harvest projections utilized for harvest scheduling projections shall 
be available for confidential audits by reviewing agencies along with the basis for such data, including 
but not limited to the cruise desiin and sample plot data and statistical validity of such estimates. The 
SYP shall describe bow the submitter will, over time, make reaso.nable progress to improve inventory 
estimates for the major WHR or vegetation types, with a goal of achieving standard errors that are no 
greater than IS~ of their respective inventory estimates within the effective period of the SYP. 

The major WHR types include all tree-dominated habitats in siu classes 4, S, and 6 with canopy closure 
classes of O,P,M, or D. 

(5) A description of the prescriptions applied to each stand type projected. A narrative discussion of 
the methods used to project inventory, growth and harvest and WHR type or comparable stand structures 
type. 

(d) The use ofSpreadsheet Assisted Resource Analysis (SARA) planning model, Cooperative Redwood 
Yield Project Timber Output Simulator (CRYPTOS), and California Conifer Timber Output Simulator 
(CACTOS) growth models and WHR types are encouraged in order to aid in the Departmental review. 

1091.5 Ftsh and Wlldllre Aasssmmt 

The following fish and wildlife issues shall be addressed in an SYP: 


(a) Assessment Area. The area for the fish and wildlife impacts assessment shall be at least the 
Management Unit under the SYP and may include the entire ownership within a forest district. Areas 
outside the ownership may be included as necessary to ·assess the potential individual or cumulative effect 
of timber operations. 

1n areas with multiple ownerships, landowners may cooperate to establish a management unit and 
develop a fish and wildlife habitat assessment and man&&ement plan. 

(b) Impacts to be addressed. The Assessment shall address threatened, endangered and sensitive species 
and other fish and wildlife species which timber operations could adversely impact, resulting in signifiant 
adverse individual or cumulative impacts. The Assessment shall address, as feasible, such species' habitat 
needs and the availability, shapes and distribution of habitats in relation to harvest schedule and growth 
projections and the impacts of harvesting on such habitats. The SYP shall discuss and Include feasible 
measures planned to avoid or mitigate potentially signlfiant adverse environmental effects on such fish 
and wildlife. The plan may also discuss positive effects of the timber or timberland owner's operations 
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on fub and wildlife. 
For the initial ten year period, maps by Management Unit showing aignlficant changes to WHR types 

or stand structure types that are likely to result from projected timber operations shall be included. For 
the rtmaining periods within the pluming horizon, type changes shall, at a minimum, be discussed in a 
narrative manner (including tabular analyses by management unit) and may include maps. 

(c) Where si&nificant impacts are identified and feasible mitigation is not available, a 1llP relying upon 
the SYP shall address these remaining impacts. Reasouble Mitigation considered but rejected as 
infeasible shall be identified. 

1091.6 Watershed Assessment and Plannln& 

The following watershed issues shall be addressed in an SYP: 

(a) Assessment Area. The minimum assessment area shall be no less than a planning watershed. The 

assessment area may include multiple watersheds within a Management Unit, and areas outside the 
ownership may be included. 

(b) Impacts Analysis and Mitigation. The Assessment shall include an analysis of potentially significant 
adverse impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the planned operations and other projects, on water 
quality, fuberies and aquatic wildlife. 

(c) The SYP shall contain a description ofthe individual planning watersheds in sufficient detail to allow 
a review of the analysis of impacts. 

(I) For all planning watersheds in the ownership within a forest district descriptions shall include as 
appropriate: 

(A) Estimate of the stand structure type acreage and percent composition of the watershed by decade. 
(B) General maps and descriptions of unstable areas and unstable soils known to the plan submitter 

to be actively or potentially discharging sediment, as well as those mapped by public qencies. 
(2) For the initial ten year period, for all planning watersheds in which harvesting will take place, 

descriptions shall include u appropriate: 
(A) Map of existing roads and approximate location and mlles of proposed new, reconstructed and 

abandoned roads. 
(B) Estimate of the SYP submitter's ownership acres of forest types to be harvested by silvicultural 

method and yarding method, and the location ofsubmitter's approved and submitted THPs and presently 
projected future timber operations. 

(C) A general description of areas known to be sensitive to ground disturbance and present sources 
of erosion. 

(d) The SYP shall also discuss and include feasible measures planned to mitigate or avoid significant 
adverse impacts. Where si&nificant impacts are identified and feasible mitigation is not available, a llfP 
relying upon a SYP shall address these remaining impacts. The SYP submitter shall utilize any one or 
a combination of methods to assess adverse watershed impacts including but not limited to: 

(1) Board of Forestry Technical Rule Addendum 12 (14CCR 912.9, 932.9, 9.52.9). 
(2) The use ofa Cumulative Watershed Effects Analysis, including the Equivalent Roaded Area (ERA) 

method, for screenina planning watersheds to determine wbdher watershed-specific thresholds ofconcern 
have been exceeded when appropriate. 

(3) Other methods proposed in the SYP and approved by the Director. 
(e) Multiple Ownerships. In areas with multiple ownerships, landowners may cooperate to establish 

a management unit and develop a watershed assessment. 

1091. 7 Umltatlon on Inrormatlon Requlremmts 
Where landowners do not cooperate to develop a watershed or fish and wildlife assessment, or where 

a manaaement unit is adjacent to lands operated by landowners or timber owners who have not submitted 
a SYP, the information required of a SYP submitter regarding put, present and reasonably foreseeable 
probable future projects shall be limited to information regardin& the same ownership, to matters ofpublic 
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record, readily available to the submitter and shill be guided by the principles of practicality and 
reasonableness. lbe sufficiency of the information provided in a SYP to evaluate environmental effects 
shall be judged in light of what is rwonably feasible and necessary. 

1091.8 Compliance and Elrecdnnea Evaluation 
lbe SYP &hall include provisiom for detenninln& the compliance with and effectiveness of the measures 

adopted in the SYP to miti&ate or avoid significant envlronmt.ntal effects. Such provisiom may include 
evaluation by the SYP submitter and evaluation ofaffected areas with representative conditions. Progress 
reports shall be provided periodically to CDP at their request. Such evaluations shall be developed in 
consultation with the Director and appropriate review qencies. 

1091.9 SYP Et!'ecdn Period 
lbe effective period of SYP shall extend for three years. Up to two one year exteosiom may be 

&ranted. 

1091.10 Review of Sustained Yield Plan (SYP) 
lbe Director shall review and approve or disapprove a SYP. lbe Director's detennination &bill be 

based on multi-disciplinary review used to determine whether the SYP satisfies the requirements of MSP 
and, in case of watershed and fisheries and wildlife issues, whether the SYP identifies potentially 
significant adverse impacts and includes feasible mea,,ures necessary to miti&ate or avoid such impacts 
and is consistent with 14 CCR 897 (b). Where significant impacts are identified and feasible mitiaation 
is not available, a THP relyin& upon the SYP shall address these remainini impacts. Reaaonable 
Mitigation considered but rejected as infeasible &ball be identified. 
For purposes of PRC 4582. 7 submission of a SYP &hall be deemed to constitute qreement by the SYP 
submitter to extend the review and comment periods to the times specified in this article. 

(a) Within 20 days of the receipt ofan SYP, the Director &ball determine ifthe SYP is in proper ordet, 
and meets the informational requirements of the rules, and if so, the SYP &ball be filed. If the SYP is 
not acceptable for filing the Director shall return the SYP with written specifications of the deficiencies. 

Where the Director does not make this determination within 20 days the plan &ball be deemed filed. 
Once the SYP is accepted for filing the Director shall have 45 days or a lonaer period as mutually 1greed 
to by the submitter and the Director to review and determine if the SYP contains sufficient and complete 
information to permit further review by the public and other agencies. If it does not, the Director will 
communicate with the submitter with written specification of the deficiencies including any information 
necessary to review and analyze the SYP. When the submitter provides adequate written response to each 
of the deficiencies, the SYP will be scheduled for further review. lbe Director shall deny the SYP if 
the information is not provided or ia insufficient. 

Once the SYP is ready for public and agency review the Director &ball schedule a date for the start of 
a 90 day or longer period as mutually qreed to by the submitter and the Director. 

(b) lbe Director shall schedule the SYP for the 90 day review as the SYP is determined to be ready 
for further review while considerin& departmental workload. 

(c) Public Notice ofSYP. lbe Director shall JS days prior to the start of the 90 day scheduled review 
transmit notice to the public and agencies consistent with the noticl.DJ requirement& of sections 1037.S 
and 1037.1 b(l-S). lbe notice shall advise the public of the name of the submitter, aeoJC'IPhic location 
of the SYP. where a copy of the SYP can be reviewed or obtained and when and where the public 
hearing will be held. 

(d) Public Hearl.DJ. lbe Director shall hold a public hearl.DJ on the SYP within 45 days from the start 
of the Public Review Period. lbe SYP submitter shall participate with the Director in that hearing. 

(e) Determination Period. At the end ofthe review and comment period the Director shall have 30 days 
to review public input, consider recommendations and mitigation measures of other public agencies, 
respond in writin& to the issues raised and determine if the SYP is in conformance with the rules. Within 
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this period, the Director shall make a determination of conformance. 
(I) SYP Disapproval. If the Director disapproves a SYP, the Director shall provide written reuons for 

diaapproval that conform with section 10S4. 

1091.11 Appeals 
Appeals of SYP's shaJJ be the aame 11 provided in the FPA for THPs. For Head ofAae.ncy Appeals, 

the appealilJ& qency ahaJJ have 10 days from the Directors determination date to notify the Board oftheir 
intent to appeal. The odler requirements of Section 1056(1) shall be submitted to the Board within 30 
days after the Director's decision. The 30 days specified in aection 10S6.2 commence when the appeal 
statement meets the requirements of 1056(1). 

1091.U l!'mergency Departuns from SYP 
In the case of an Emeraency as specified in the rules ofthe Board (14 CCR 1052.1), the SYP submitter 

shall notify the Director ofsuch departure in writing and shall comply with Section 1091.13. Thia notice 
shall accompany any notice required by Section 1052 for cuttilJ& timber on an emeraency basis. If an 
amendment to the SYP is required pursuant to Section 1091.13, it shall be filed within 20 days of the 
filin& of the Emergency Notice. The SYP submitter shall comply with the Emeraency Notice 
requirements. 

1091.13 Amendments 
Except under emergency circumstances, substantial deviations from the SYP shall not be undertaken 

in the 1HPs unless an amendment bu been submitted to and approved by the Director followina the same 
procedures as for approvin& an SYP initially. No THPs may be approved which rely upon a substantial 
deviation proposed in an amendment to a SYP until such a devildion Is approved by the Director. 

(a) Substantial Deviations. For purposes of the sustained timber production portion of any SYP, any 
deviation from the averqe barvestina projections in any ten-year period which exceeds ten percent, 
including a deviation caused by changes of ownership and catastrophic events, shall be considered a 
substantial deviation. For purposes ofwatershed and fish and wildlife issues, any deviation from the plan 
which could result in a siplficant change in timber operations and could result in siplficant adverse 
effects to watershed or fish and wildlife values shall be considered a substantial deviation. 

(b) Minor deviations shall be reported to the Director immediately in writing but shall not require 
amendment of the plan. 

1091.14 Timber Harvest Plana Submitted Within a SYP Manqemmt Unit 
Each timber harvest plan submitted for an area within an ownership subject to and relying upon an 

approved SYP shall demonstrate consiatency with the SYP and reference the SYP in response to THP 
questions addressina subjects covered in the SYP. Eadl 1HP shall contain feasible mitiaation included 
in the SYP to address identified impacts. Responses to sianificant environmenul iasues raised during 
1HP review on subjects addressed in the SYP shall refer to the SYP. Where new iasues or potentially 
siplficant adverse effects not addressed in the SYP exiat, they shall be identified in the 111P or a 
substantial or minor deviation shall be submitted for the SYP as appropriate. Additional feasible 
miti&ation measures to address new issues identified shall be diacussed and included in the 11IP or 
amendment. 

Article 7 Conversion or Timberland 

1100 Definitions 
The following are definitions of words and terms as used in this article: 
(a) •Alternate Use or Altttnative Use" a proposed land use that ia not a compatible use within a 

timberland production zone (Ref. : Sec. S1134(b), Gov. C.). 
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(b) "Bona Fide Intention or bona fide Intent" a present, sincere Intention of the applicant to conform 
with and successfully execute the conversion plan, as detennined by the Director In accordance with 
provisions of Sec. 1105.2 (Ref.: Sec. 4623, PRC). 

(c) "Coastal Commercial Timberlands" timberland as defined In PRC 4S26, for those lands which lie 
within the coastal zone and outside a timberland production zone; or as defined in Gov. C. SHOO(f) for 
those lands which lie within both the coastal zone and a timberland production zone (Ref.: Sec. 4S26 and 
30243, PRC; Sec. S1100 (f), Gov. C.). 

(d) "Coastal Zone• those lands defined in PRC 30103. (Ref.: Sec. 30103, PRC). 
(e) "Compatible Use• compatible use as defined in Gov. C. SHOO (b) and SllH, as made specific by 

county or city ordinance adopted pursuant thereto (Ref.: Sec. SHOO (b) and Sllll, Gov. C.). 
(I) "Contiguous• two or more parcels of land that are adjoining or neighboring or are sufficiently near 

to each other, as determined by the County Board of Supervisors or City Council, that they are 
manageable as a single forest unit (Ref.: Sec. SHOO (b), Gov. C .. ) 

(&) "Timberland Converaion": 
(1) Within non-Timberland Production Zone (TPZ) timberland, transforming timberland to a 

oontimber growing use through timber operations where: 
(A) Future timber harvests will be prevented or infeasible because of land occupancy and activities 

thereon; or 
(8) Stocking requirements of the applicable district forest practice rules will not be met within five 

years after completion of timber operations; or 
(C) There is a clear intent to divide timberland into ownerships of less than three acres (1 .214 ha.). 

(2) Within TPZ lands, the immediate rezoning ofTPZ lands, whether timber operations are involved 
or not except as exempt from a timberland conversion permit uoder 14 CCR 1104.1. 

(h) "Conversion Permit" the timberland convenion permit, issued by the Director or the Board upon 
appeal, approving the application for timberland conversion and authorizing a conversion of timberland 
to use or uses other than the growing of timber (Ref. : Sec. 4622, 4624, 4624.S and 462S, PRC). 

(I) "Government Agency• the Sate or any department, agency, or public body thereof, a city or county, 
public corporation, municipal corporation, or public district (Ref.: Sec. 21062 and 21063, PRC). 

(j) "Immediate Rezoning" a change in zoning for land use by the appropriate county or city having 
jurisdiction of an area within a TPZ to allow an alternative use pursuant to Article 4 (commencing with 
Sec. SH30) of Chapter 6.7, Part 1, Division 1, Title S of the Gov. C. (Ref.: Sec. 4S26, PRC; Sec. 
S1104(f), Gov. C.; Sec. 1021, Title 14, CCR). 

(k) "Land Parcel• a piece of land uoder one ownership where no part is completely separated from any 
other part by a different fee ownmbip. 

(I) "Parcel" parcel as defined In Sec. SH04(i) of the Gov. C. 
(m) "Timberland' timberland as defined in PRC 4S26, for land outside a TPZ. Timberland as defined 

in Gov. C. SllOO(f), for land within a timberland production zone (Ref. : Sec. 4S26, PRC; Sec. SHOO(f), 
Gov. C.). 

(n) "Timberland Production Zone or TPZ" timberland production zone as defined in Gov. C. SI 104(g) 
(Ref.: Sec. S1104(&), Gov. C.). 

1101 Purpose 
The purpose of these regulations is to interpret and make specific certain provisions of the Z'berg­

Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973, contained in Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 4Sl1) ofPart 2, 
Division 4 of the PRC; the Environmental Quality Act of 1970, contained In Division 13 (commencing 
with Section 21000) of the PRC; portions of the Z'berg-Warren-Keeno-Collier Forest Taxation Reform 
Act of 1976 (Chapter 176, California Statutes of 1976), contained in Chapter 67 (commencing with 
Section SllOO) or Part 1, Division 1, Title S of the Gov. C.; the California Coastal Act of 1976, 
contained in Division 20 (commencing with Sec. 30000) of the PRC; and the Public Records Act 
contained in Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Sec. 62SO) of Division 7, Title I of the Government Code. 
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These regulation.! pertain to the conversion of c:atain timber-arowing lands to a use or uses other than 
the growing of timber. 

1102 Authority Delepted to Director 
The Board delegates its authority and responsibilities to the Director for administration of Article 9 

(commencing with Sec. 4621) of Cbipter 8, Part 2, Division -4 of the PRC, and Article -4 (commencing 
with Sec. S1130) of Chapter 6.7, Part 1, Division 1, Title S of the Gov. C., and the administrative 
regulations adopted pursuant to each of the above cited authorities, except that all hearings thereunder 
shall be before the Board. 

1103 Conversion or Timberland 
Any person, firm, corporation, company, partnership or government agency owning timberland for 

which the timberland owner proposes conversion as defined in Section 1102 shall apply to the Director 
on a form prescribed by him for issuance of a Timberland Conversion Permit. 

1103.1 Prohibited Activity 
(a) No timber operation.! or other conversion activities shall be conducted on timberland which is 

proposed to be converted to a use other than the growing of timber unless a conversion permit has been 
issued by the Director or the Board upon appeal and the permit has been recorded in compliance with 
1-4 CCR llOH(a). 

(b) No timber operatiom shall be conducted on timberland for which a conversion permit has been 
issued until a Timber Harvesting Plan has been filed with and found in conformance by, the Director in 
accordance with Article 7 (commencing with Sec. -4S81) of Chapter 8, Part 2, Division -4 of the PRC and 
the rules and regulations of the Board issued pursuant thereto. 

(c) The timberland owner shall provide each timber operator copies of both the recorded conversion 
permit, and recorded amendments thereto, and the approved THP. Copies of said documents shall be 
conveniently available for inspection at all times during timber operations conducted pursuant to said 
conversion permit. 

1103.2 Public Records 
All applications, forms, documents, correspondence, maps, photographs, and other materials submitted 

to the Director or Board relating to an application for conversion are public records pursuant to the 
provisions of the Public Records Act, contained in Chapter 3.S (concerning with Sec. 62SO) of Division 
7, Title 1 of the Gov. C. 

110.C Operatlona Requlrtna Conversion P!rmlt 
Except IS exempted by Sec. 1104.1 and 1104.2 of this article a timberland conversion permit issued 

by the Director is required for conversion of timberland IS defined in Sec. 1100. Issuance of the 
Timberland Conversion Permit to the timberland owner must be completed before conversion operatiom 
begin. "Conversion operations• include final immediate rezoning of timberland production woe lands, 
and timber operations as defined in PRC -4S27 on nontimberland production woe timberlands. 

110.C.1 Exemption 
Timber operations conducted under this subsection sba!I be exempt Crom conversion permit and timber 

harvesting plan requirements of this article Tunber operations sba!I comply with all other appliClble 
provisions of the Z'becg-Nejeifly Forest Practice Act regulations of the Board and airregtly effective 
provisions of county general plam zonjng ordinances and agy implementing ordinances. The Notice of 
Conversion Exemption Timber C41eratiom Iha)! be considered ayoonymous wltb lhe term "plag" as 
define!! in CCR 89S, 1 when 8Pplyin& the opmtional rules and regul&tiom of tbe Board 

<a> This convers!op exemption Is applicable to a conversion of tlmberlan<I to 1 oop-timber use oP1y. 
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of less than three acres in one contieuous ownership whether or not it is a nortion ofa larger lan4 parcel 
and shall not be part of a THP Thjs conversion exemption may only be used once per contiguous land 
ownersbjp. 

Cll A Notjce of Conversion Exemption Timber Opmtjons must be preoared lzy a Regjstered 
Professional Forester and submjlled to the Djrector. The notice shall contain the followin&: 

CA> The names. addresses and telephone nu!Dbers of the timber owner owner of the timberland to 
be converted. registered professional forester. timber operator. and the submitter of the Notjce of 
Conyersjon Exemption Timber Oj)erations:

<Bl I.egal description of the area where the tjmber operation is to be conducted. showing section. 
township. range. county and assessor parcel null!ber: 

(C) Mms showing the ownership boundaries. the location of tbe timber operation. boundaries of 
the conversion. access routes to operation. location and classjfication of all watercounes· and laruiing 
locations: 

(I)) IncofJ!Oratjop ofa signed and dated statement from the authorized designee of the Countv Board 
of Supervisors stating that tbe conversion js in COJ!furmance witb all county regulatory rtlQlliremenss. 
including county public notice HQJ!irements When counties do not baye an autborize!I desimee. the 
registered professional forester shall certify tbat tbe county has been contacted and the conversion is in 
confom1ance with county regulatory requirements <this may be incoQ!Orate!I into tbe notjce>: 

CEl lncofJ!Oration of a Statement by the submitter certifying that this is a Qp&=tjme WDYWion to DOD­

tjmber!and use. that there js a "bona fide intent". as defined in CCR 1100 lbl. to convert and speciMng 
what the nap-timberland use will be after conyersjon: and 

lFI Signature oftl!e submitter. timberland owner resnonsible for tbe conversion. the timlm ooeutor. 
and the regjstere!I professional forester. 

(2) 	The following conditions anply to conversion exemption timber operations: 
CA> All timber operations shall be conmlete within one year ftom the date of acceptAl!ce by !he 

12.im.toL 
(B) All conversion activities shall be conm!ete witbin two years from tbe date of acceptance by !he 

Director unless under permit by local jurisdiction. Failure to timely complete tbe conversion shall requjre 
compliance witb stocking standards of tbe PRC 4561 and stocking report requirements of Forest Practice 
Act and Board requirements. 

CCl The registered professjopal forester shall visit tbe sjte and flag tbe boundary of the conversion 
exemption timber OJ)eratjon and flq any IPlllicable WLfZs and eguipmept limitation zones. 

())') The timber operator shall remove or dispose of by buQ'ing. cbjpping. truming or other med!ods 
that achieve removal ftom tbe site all slash and woody debris greater tban one inch in diameter created 
lzy timber o.per1tions po later than 14 days after creation. However. if lopping and sprading slash is 
completed with 72 hours of creation so that no Part of tbe slash rmpajns more than 18 inches above tbe 
ground the slash and woodY debris llllY be removed ftom !he area oo later than 45 days after creation. 
Movin& slash created within a conversion exemption to an a4iacent location beXQnd the exemption 
boundi!Q' does not constitute removal. 

<El Timber OJ!erations shall not be conducted during the winter period unless !he winter oeriod 
operating plan. or in lieu. practices specified in CCR 914.7. 934.7. and 954.7. baye been incorporated 
jnto the Notice of Copyersjon Exemption Timber Oj)erations. 

(Ji) No timber O!!el'ations within a WLPZ unless specifically IPllroved by local pennjt <e.g. Coupty. 
Qty,l. 

CG> The timber OJ!erator shall not conduct timber OJ!«ations until receipt of the Director's notice of 
accq>tance. Timber Qper1tjops shall not be conducted without a valid on-sjte COJ!Y of the Director's 
notice of acce,ptance ofQperatjons and a coPY of tbe Notice of Conyersjon Exemption Timber Operations 
as filed with the Djrector. 

(ff) NQ sites of rare. threatened or endangered plants or animals or species of special concern will 
be disturbed. threatene!I Qr damage!! 

165 



CALIFORNIA FOREST PRACTICE RtJLFS 

mNo timbq opmtiom on sipllficant historical or arcboologica! ajtcs 
m The registered profcssiona] forester and tbe timber <l!CQl.Or aball meet Con-tite or off-site) if 

'Nl'!:lited by either party to ensure that semitiye on-site conditions and !he lptent of tbe conversion 
regulations suc;h 15. but oot limited to. a!uh disposal will be comnliod with during tbe conduct of timber 
operatjons 

Ol A neighb<>rbooc! notificatjon of coaversion exemption timber oom&ions aha!! be poated on tbe 
ownml!ip yiaible to tbe public by tbe regiatered professional foultcr • leaat 5 dm prior to tbe postmark 
date of submjssion of !he Notice of CooymiOD Exemption Timber Oj)cntjons to tbe Di.rector. In 
addition. immediately prior to submitting the exemption to !he Pmartmalt the la!Mlowner aha!! mail I 

letter to a4iacent lan4ownen witbin 300 feet of !he boundaries of !he exemDtion ootifYlpg !hem of tbe 
intent to harvest timber. The malled letter of ootice and !he posted notice aha!! contain tbe following 
infom1atjon on a form preoWld by the rejiatered professional formter: 

CA> The uame. address and telephone number of tbe timberland owner tbe timber operator. county 
de.,ign&te!I rcmresentative or responsible agenccy and !he regiaterod professiopa! fores~ 

(B) The location of tbe projec:t. parcel numbg street address. H&tion. township and range: 
(C) A swemept exp!ajning that tbis js a conversion from timberland use to a new land use. what !he 

pew land Wle will be. ans! that the muimum size js less thap three acres and' 
ID> The date of posting sblll be lhown op tbe neighlx>rboocl QOtice. 

C4l The Director shall determine if the Notice of Copyeniop Exemptiop Timber OJ>mtjons js 
complete and accurate within fifteen davs from !he date of receipt 

CA> If tbe Notice of Conymjop £xemptiop Timber Opml.ions ia not complete apd acs:ur&te it shall 
be rerume!I to the submitter. When found complete apd w:ura&e. the Director shall immeiliately send 
a notice of accc:ptance ofoper1tions to tbe submjtter 

m Within ope month from the completion ofconversion exemptiop timber opmtjons which jnc!udes 
all slash disposal work a work co!Dl)letion report aha!! be submitted to tbe Director. 

(b) Construction or maintenance of ri&ht-<>f-way by a public aaency on its own or any other public 
property. 

(c) The clearing of trees from timberland by a private or public utility for construction of gas, water, 
sewer, oil, elec:tric, and communications (transmitted by wire, television, radio, or microwave) rights-of­
way, and for maintenance and repair of the utility and right-of-way. The said right-of-way, however, 
shall not exceed the width specified in the Table of Normal Rigbts-<if-Way Widths for Single Overhead 
Facilities and Single Underground Facilities and the supplemental allowable widths, or, if it becomes 
necessary to exceed the oom1a! width and supplemental allowable widths, such exceas shall be justified 
to and approved by the Director, or the Board upon appeal, before c!earlni. 

Nothing in this section shall exclude the applicable provisions of PRC 4292 and 4293, and 14 CCR 
1250 through 1258 incJW!ive for fire baurd clearance from bein& an allowable supplement to the exempt 
widths. 
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(d) TABLE OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY WIDTHS FOR SINGLE OVERHEAD FACILITIES (A single 
facility fur overhead electric lines means a single circuit) 

Utility Siu Width 

Electric (Overhead Distribution & 
Transmission Single Circuits) 

0-33 KV 20' 

34-lOOKV 4S' 

101-200 KV 
(pole) 

1S' 

101-200 KV 
(tower) 

80' 

201-300 KV 
(tower) 

12S' 

300 KV &. above 
(tower) 

200' 

Telephone cable or open wire when underbuilt All 30' 

Communications (Radio, Television, 
Telephone & Microwave) 

All 30' 

Active or passive microwave repeater and/or 
radio sites 

All 40' 

Microwave paths emanating from antennas or 
passive repeaters 

All 20' from edges of antenna or 
passive repeater, and 

following centerline path. 

Radio &. Television antennas All 30' in all directions 

Telephone cable or open wire when underbuilt All 30' 

(e) The above right-<Jf-way widths for above ground facilities shall be allowed supplemental clearances 
as follows: 

(1) Equal additional rights-<Jf-way for each additional facility, including these allowable supplemental 
clearances under this section. 

(2) Additional clearance widths for poles and towers, and for conductor sway as provided in PRC 
4292 and 4293, and 14 CCR 12SO through 12S8 inclusive, as applicable. 

(3) Additional clearance fur removal of danger trees as defined in 14 CCR 89S. l . 
(') Additional land area for substation and switch yards, material storage and construction camps with 

clearance for firebreaks, and security fencing. 
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(I) TABLE OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY WIDlHS FOR SINGLE UNDERGROUND FACil..ITIES 

UtlUty Size Width 

Electric, Underground 4·~· Conduit so· 
More than 6° Conduit 60' 

Gas, Oil, Water & Sewer 
(Underground pipe) 

6° diameter or smaller so· 

Over 6°-12• diameter 60' 

Over 12"-24" diameter 7S' 

Over 24 • diameter 100' 

Penstocks, Siphons All 100' 

Ditches and Flumes All 100' 

Access Roads All Access road widths may be up 
to 14' with an additional 10' 
width at turn-out locations, 
plus additional width for cuts 
and fills . Access roads shall 
be installed and maintained so 
as to comply with the stream 
protection requirements and 
erosion control requirements of 
the Forest Practice Act, related 
recuJations, and the District 
Forest Practice Rules. 

(g) The above right-<>f-way widths for underground facilities and penstocks, syphons, ditches and flumes 
shall be allowed supplemental clearances as follows: 

(I) Additional width for cuts and fills in rougb terrain. 
(2) Removal of trees or plants with roots that could interfere with underground facilities, or with cuts 

and fills for installation. 
(3) Additional clearance for removal of danger trees as defined in 14 CCR 89S.1. 
(4) For compressor, mecering and control stations on natural gas pipelines; including firebreaks and 

security fencing: 
(A) 4SO ft. width at one side of rigbt-of-way and SOO ft. length along the compressor stations. 
(B) 300 ft. x 300 ft . on or alongside the rigbt-<>f-way for metering and control stations. 

116'.2 Exemption for CooYerslon of Noo-TPZ Land for SubdiYlslon DeYelopment 
Timber operations for the conversion of land not in the TPZ for subdivision development are exempt 

from this article, subject to all of the following conditions: 
(a) The county board of supervisors or city council having jurisdiction has approved a tentative 

subdivision map pursuant to the Subdivision Map Act commencing with Gov. C. Sec. 66410. 
(b) The county board ofsupervisors or city council having jurisdiction has granted required use permits 

and other necessary approvals. 
(c) Before timber operations begin and before a THP is submitted, the timberland owner shall file a 

Notice of Exemption from Timberland Conversion Permit for Subdivision on a form prescribed by the 
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Director. The notice shall include, but need not be limited to, the following: 
(1) Names and addresses of timberland owner(s), timber owner(s), and developer(s). 
(2) Documentation that a Notice of Determination bas been filed with the Office of Planning and 

Research pursuant to PRC 21108 or with the appropriate county clerk pursuant to PRC 21152. 
(3) Estimated date of completion of the project. 
(4) Acres of timberland to be converted. 
(5) Legal property description of the conversion area. 
(6) Signature, title, and date of signing of the timberland owner(s). In the case of a partnership, at 

least one of the partners shall sign the application. For a corporation, a corporate officer shall sign. In 
other cases of more than one owner, all owners shall sign. An agent may sign for the owner (s) if so 
designated in writing submitted with the Notice. 

(7) Plat or map of the area to be converted. 
(8) Documentation of the county or city tentative subdivision map approval, conditions of approval, 

required use permit, or other required county or city project approvals. 
(d) Except as provided in this article, the applicable requirements of PRC 4511through4628 inclusive, 

PRC 5093.50 through 5093.68 inclusive, and all regulations adopted pursuant thereto shall apply to the 
timber operations. 

(e) If the subdivision development project is not completed or is abandoned, the Director may take 
corrective action pursuant to PRC 4605-4611 to have restocked those parts of the area from which timber 
has been harvested and which do not meet the stocking requirements of this chapter. For purposes of this 
subsection, the project shall be deemed abandoned or not completed if: 

(1) The county or city tentative map approval has expired; and 
(2) No further work has been carried on to complete the subdivision for three years after the expected 

date of completion stated in the 1HP. The Director shall order inspections as needed to determine 
whether the project has been completed as proposed. 

(f) Partial performance shall be recognized. Those portions of the subdivision shall be deemed 
completed and excluded from the stocking requirement where the development has been completed and 
residential services have been provided pursuant to the plan for development. 

1104.3 Timberland Conversion Permit Fees 
The applicant shall pay an application fee in the amount of $600 for the cost of processing an 

application for the conversion of timberland to a non-timber growing use. Where the land proposed to 
be converted lies within a TPZ the applicant shall also follow the requirements of Section 1105.1. The 
fee(s) shall be submitted with the application to the appropriate regional headquarters. Where actual state 
cost exceeds the application fee, the additional charge equal to the excess cost will be computed using 
State Administrative Manual Sections 8752. l and 8740 (dated March 1990). The Department will keep 
the applicant informed of any additional charges and will advise the applicant of any estimated future 
costs. All additional charges shall be paid by the applicant to the Department of Forestry Accounting 
Office before the issuance of the Timberland Conversion Permit. Costs of recording the documents 
pursuant to this article shall be paid by the applicant. 

1105 Applicatioo 
The conversion permit application shall be in a form prescribed by the Director and shall require but 

not be limited to the following information: 
The name and address of the applicant; 
The name and address of the timberland owner of record; 
The name and address of the timber owner; 
The legal description, general plan designation, and zoned status of the proposed conversion area: 
The proposed future use or uses of said area; 
The dates when conversion is to be commences and completed; 
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The approximate number of ICfes to be converted; 
The wned status of adjlCalt property; 
A description ofother land owned by the applicant in the surroundin& aru which could accommodate 

the proposed use or used; 
Together with a copy of the conversion plan. 

The application shall be executed under penalty ofperjury. 

1105.1 AppUcation Fees 
In addition to the requirements of Section 1104.3, the applicant shall pay a fee in the amount of $100 

for the cost of processin& an application for conversion where the land proposed to be converted lies 
within a TPZ. Fea for the recording of documents punuant to this article shall be borne by the 
applicant. 

1105.2 Director's Determination 
The Director shall determine the applicant's bona fide intention to convert in light of the present and 

predicted economic ability of the applicant to carry out the proposed conversion; the environmental 
feasibility of the conversion, including, but not limited to, suitability of soils, slope, aspect, quality and 
quantity of water, and micro-di.mate; adequacy and feasibility of possible measures for mitigation of 
signification adverse environment.al impacts; and other foreseeable factors necessary for successful 
conversion to the proposed land use. 

1105.3 Connnion Plan 
A conversion plan in a form prescnDed by the Director shall become a part of the application. The plan 

conversion shall set forth in detail information pertaining to present and future use, soils, topography, 
conversion techniques, conversion time schedule and such other information as may be required and is 
applicable to the particular future use to which the land will be devoted. 

1105.4 Additional Proor 
The Director or the Board upon appeal may require that the applicant provide such further or additional 

proofor information as in the Director's or Board's judgment is neceasary to allow him to decide whether 
or not to issue a conversion permit pursuant to PRC 4621.2 and 4623. 

1106 Connnlon Permit Issuance 
(a) The Director shall issue a conversion permit if: 

(I) In bis judgment the bona fide intent of the applicant to convert is established; 
(l) He makes the written findings pursuant to PRC 4621.2, whtii applicable; 
(3) He makes the written findings pursuant to PRC 21081, if an environmental impact report has been 

prepared; 
(4) He finds that necessary and feasible mitigation ~ures have been incorporated into the proposed 

conversion; and 
(5) He finds that no other proximate and suitable land not within a TPZ is available for the proposed 

alternative use for lands within a TPZ, ifPRC 4621.2 applies. 
(b) The Board upon &ppW shall apply the same standards as the Director in subsection (a) above in 

determining whether to issue a conversion permit. 

1106.1 Contents or Connnlon Permit 
The conversion permit shall include, but not be limited to, the name of the permittee, identification of 

code section of the forest practice rules and regulations from exempt, description of the lands to which 
the conversion permit is applicable, and the period of time during which the conversion permit is valid. 
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1106.l Thnber Harvesting Plan Proa'Jlsing 
Following issuance of a conversion permit, the applicant shall submit to the Director a Timber 

Harvesting Plan applicable to timber operations set forth in the conversion plan. 

1106.3 Recordatlon, Renewal, Transrenbllity 
(a) The permittee shall submit the conversion perm.it to the County Recorder for recording in each 

county in which the property is located before beginning any operations contemplated under said permit. 
Amendments, suspensions, revocations, and cancellations ofconversion perm.its shall be recorded in the 
same manner. 

(b) A conversion perm.it may be renewed by the Director upon a proper showing of cause and necessity 
by the permittee. The Director may deny renewal and require a new application if be finds that 
circumstances have substantially changed. 

(c) The privilege granted to the permittee is nontransferable and nonassignable for any purpose without 
written approval of the Director. 

1106.4 Conversion Permit Denial 
(a) The Director shall deny a conversion permit: 

(1) For any of the reasons set forth in PRC 4624; 
(2) If, in the Director's judgment, the applicant bas failed to provide satisfactory proof of bis bona 

fide intent to convert; 
(3) If the Director cannot make the findings required by PRC 21801, if an environmental impact 

report bas been prepared; 
(4) If the Director finds that necessary and feasible mitigation measures have not been incorporated 

into the proposed conversion; or 
(S) For lands within a TPZ, if PRC 4621.2 applies and the Director finds that other proximate and 

suitable land not within a TPZ is available for the proposed alternative use. 
(b) The Board upon appeal shall deny a conversion permit for any of the reasons specified in subsection 

(a) above. 

1106.! Denial, Suspemlon, Revocation 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the Director may deny, suspend or revoke a conversion permit 

in accordance with the requirements of Article 9 (commencing with Sec. 4621) of Chapter 8, Part 2, 
Division 4 of the PRC, provided that all proceedings in connection with such action shall be conducted 
in accordance with the provisions ofChapter 5 (commencing with Sec. 11500) ofPart 1, Division 3, Tide 
2 of the Gov. C. 

(b) The Director may deny a conversion permit pursuant to PRC 4621.2(d) provided that all 
proceedings in connection with such action shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection (a) above, except that the applicant must request a bearing before the Board within 15 days 
of service of the denial. The bearing shall be commenced within 60 days from the filing of the appeal 
unless a later hearing date is mutually agreed upon by the applicant and the Board. 

1107 Cancellation by Pennlttee 
Upon application by the permittee for cancellation, the conversion permit may be cancelled by the 

Director upon such terms and conditions as be may set forth. Upon cancellation of the conversion 
permit, an agreement of cancellation, executed by the perm.ittee and the Director, shall be recorded by 
the permittee in those counties in which the perm.it was originally recorded. Upon such recording, the 
subject land shall revert back to timberland and stocking shall be established pursuant to PRC 4561 and 
4561 .3. The Director shall provide a copy of the cancellation agreement to the county assessors and the 
county planning directors of those counties in which the property is located. 
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1108 Coastal Zone Connnlon 
A timberland conversion permit is required for conversion of coastal commercial timberland to uses 

other than the grow ina of timber. Except as bereaftec provided, conversion of any such timberland shall 
be limited to providina for neceMary timber processin& and related facilities. 

The Director, or the Board upon appeal, may approve conversion of coa.stal commercial timberland for 
other than necessary timber processing and related facilities only if all of the following conditions are 
met: 

(a) Such conversion will not introduce new uses or significantly intensify existing uses that are 
incompatible with timber growing on areas adjacent to the area proposed for conversion, or that have a 
substantial adverse impact on coastal resources, as determined by the Director, and 

(b) The area proposed for conversion is in a unit ofnoncommercial size as determined by the California 
State Coastal Com.mission or the 1.0ning in a certified local coastal plan; and 

(c) The conversion complies with all other applicable laws, rules, and regulations. 

1109 Immediate Rezonln& 
Immediate rezoning of land within a TPZ shall be accomplished in compliance with one of the two 

procedures set forth in 14 CCR 1109.1 and 1110. 

1109.1 City or County Tmtat.ln ApproTal 
When a county Board of Supervisors or City Council tentatively approves an immediate rezoning 

pursuant to Gov. C. Sl 133, for which a conversion permit is also required, it shall forward the following 
to the Director: documentation of its tentative approval upon a four-fifths vote of the full body; 
copies of the Notices sent to landowners within one mile (1.61 km) of the exterior boundary of the land 
upon wbich immediate rezoning is proposed, and the formal findings that immediate rezoning is not 
inconsistent with the purpose of subdivision (j) of Sec. 3 of Article XDI of the State Constitution, and 
findings that rezoning is in the public interest, as required by Gov.C. S1133(a); minutes of public 
hearing(s),including bearings held by the appropriate local planning agency pursuant to the application 
for immediate rezoning and any related applications for local government general plan land use category 
change, conditional use permit, or other entitlement for use; copies of documents, plans, maps, and 
photographs submitted in conjunction with the said public bearing(s); and copies of completed 
environmental documentation submitted pursuant to the application for immediate rezoning. 

Upon the receipt of the foregoing materials, the completed conversion application and conversion plan, 
and such further information as may be required, the Director shall determine whether or not to approve 
the conversion pursuant to PRC 4621.2. Upon approval ofthe conversion by the Director or by the Board 
upon appeal, the Director shall so notify the county Board ofSupervisors or City Council, who may then 
finalize the immediate rezoning. 

1109.2 Public Interest 
In determining whether or not to make the written finding contained in PRC 4621.2(1)(1), the Director 

or the Board upon appeal shall consider the following elements ofpublic interest: 
(a) Whether the alternative use will serve a public need; provide a public service; benefit the local 

community and reaion, including economic and social benefits; avoid damqe or threatened damaie to 
other property, especially public parks and other publicly-owned JandJ; or involve costs and secondary 
impacts caused by services required by the alternative use. 

(b) The adverse environmental impacts of the alternative use and mitigation thereof. Impacts shall 
include, but not be limited to, impacts on lakes, streams, and other waters; wildlife; air quality; and 
aesthetics. 

(c) The impact on the long term timber supply capability ofCalifornia, including the cumulative impact 
from conversion of si.milar properties. 

(d) The availability ofproximate and suitable land to accommodate the alternative use which lies outside 

172 

http:Tmtat.ln


CALIFORNIA FORF.Sf PRACTICE RULES 

of a TPZ or which would involve the removal of lower quality timberlands from productive use. 

1109.3 No Substantial and Urunltlgated Adverse Effect Upon Other Thnb«land Production Zones 
Within One Mile (1.609 km) 

In determining whether or not to make the written finding contained in PRC 4621 .2(a)(2), the Director 
or the Board upon appeal shall consider such adverse factors as increased fire hazard and risk, forest pest 
potential, mass land movement, gully and sheet erosion, increased windthrow, shock to nearby stands 
from exposure, harmful fumes, emissions, dust, discharge of waste or chemicals, unconfined grazing of 
livestock, diversion or impoundmeot of water, wildlife use changes damaain& to other properties, and 
other potential adverse factors. 

1109.4 SultablUty of Soils, Slopes, and Watersheds 
In determining whether or not to make the written finding contained in PRC 4621.2{a)(3), the Director 

or the Board uponappeal shall consider the following elements: whether the soil types and characteristics 
can support the proposed use, the erosion potential of the soils and slopes in light of the proposed use, 
potential mass land movement or subsidence possible harm to quality or quantity of water produced in 
the watershed, fire hazard and risk to the watershed, adverse effects to fish and wildlife from removal 
of habitat cover, and such other elements as appropriate. 

1109.5 No Other Reasonable or Comparable Timb« Growlna Use 
In determining pursuant to PRC 4621.2(c) whether or not timberlands within a TPZ that are the subjea 

of a conversion application may be put to another reasonable or comparable timber-growing use, the 
Director or the Board upon appeal shall consider timber stand volume, timber growth rate, timber site 
and soil, climate, potential markets, any other relevant factors. 

1109.6 Supplemental Data and Opinions 
As an aid to the Director or the Board upon appeal in making the findings and approving the proposed 

conversion pursuant to PRC 4621.2, the Director or the Board upon appeal may upon their own initiative 
consult with or request reports from appropriate experts. The Director or the Board upon appeal may 
also require the applicant to furnish appropriate and necessary information or documentation, including 
that from appropriate expert consultants at the applicant's expense. 

1110 Conversion Permit Within TPZ Not Required 
Requests for immediate rezoning for an area exempted from this article pursuant to 14 CCR 1104.1 

shall be processed in accordance with Gov. C. 51134. 

CHAPTER 4.5 Hearlnp [In Rule Counties] 

Detailed Analn!s 5mlon 
1115 Tune for Request 

The board of supervisors or planning commission of any county for which rules have been adopted 
pursuant to Sec. 4516.5 of the PRC may request a public bearing on any timber harvesting plan .Ill 
non-industrial timber management plan submitted for lands within the county. Such request must be made 
DO 11ter than one (!) calendar day after !he pre-harvest jnspectjon date. The reauest may be in writin&. 
by phone or by facsimile. The reguest must be for a apecjfic plan that hM been filed &CCQrdinK to 14 
CCR 1032 For good cause, the Director may extend the deadline. 
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1115.1 Schedullng 
Upon receipt of a request pursuant to 14 CCR I I IS, the Department shall schedule a public hearing to 

be held no more than twenty-five (2S) and no less than .fiR..ill calendar days from the date of the 
request. 

1115.2 NotJftcatJon 
The Department shall notify the public of the fact Ihm such a public hearin& will be held. The notice 

shall include information on the time and location of the hearinJ. The notice shall be 1lven at least five 
ID days ~ the date that the pubUc hearing will be 1WJ1. At a minimum, a cqpy of the notice shall 
be mailed to the count)' requesting the hearing, .W Review Team members, and other interested parties 
a.s jdemjfjed pursuant to 14 CCR 1032. 7~, and publishin& a copy ofthe notice ju a newspaper ofgeneral 
circulation In the area. 

1115.3 Conduct of Hearing 
The Department shall conduct a public hearing upon timely request. ADepartment representative, shall 

conduct the hearing. The Departmental representative &bou!d be familiar with the TIIP or Nop-Industrial 
Timber Manuement Plan under review, The oumose of the public heari.n& is to Hther info[p)atjon from 
the pubUc rmalin& the prooosed tjmber ooer1tiop. The oubljc hearing is considered to be an inte&raJ 
Part of the mu!tidjscjplinacy review of the TIIP or NTMJ>. The comments of the public shall be 
electronically recorded by the Department, and may be recorded by any person present. No departmental 
action with regard to the approval or disapproval of a timber harvestinJ plan or Nop-Industrial Timber 
Manaeement Plan shall occur at the public hearing. The Deparunent rmresenta1ive that CQndUcted the 
llarillg shall submit a written report of the hearing to the Departmental employee responsible for 
1PProval or disapproval of the plan. The Pepamnent 5ball proyjde written resoopsa to simjficant issues 
raised at the public hearin& in the official response of the director required by 14 CCR 1037,8, 
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Z'BERG-NF.JEDLY FORFSI' PRACOCE ACT OF 1!>73 


Diyjsion 4. Chapter 8. Public Rcsourqs Code 


Effective Januacy !. 1995 


Article 1. General Provislons 

"511. This chapter shall be known as the Z'berg-Nejedly Forest Practice Act of 1973. 

"512. Findings and declarations. 
(a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the forest resources and timberlands of the state are 

among the most valuable of the natural resources of the state and that there is great concern throughout 
the state relating to their utilization, restoration, and protection. 

(b) The Legislature further finds and declares that the forest resources and timberlands of the state 
furnish high-quality timber, recreational opportunities, and aesthetic enjoyment while providing watershed 
protection and maintaining fisheries and wildlife. 

(c) The Legislature thus declares that it is the policy of this state to encourage prudent and responsible 
forest resource management calculated to serve the public's need for timber and other forest products, 
while giving consideration to the public's need for watershed protection, fisheries and wildlife, and 
recreational opportunities alike in this and future generations. 

(d) It is not the intent of the Legislature by the enactment of this chapter to take private property for 
public use without payment of just compensation in violation of the California and United States 
Constitutions. 

"513. Intent of Legislature. It is the intent of the Legislature to create and maintain an effective and 
comprehensive system of regulation and use of all timberlands so as to assure that: 

(a) Where feasible, the productivity of timberlands is restored, enhanced, and maintained. 
(b) The goal of maximum sustained production of high-quality timber products is achieved while giving 

consideration to values relating to recreation, watershed, wildlife, range and forage, fisheries, regional 
economic vitality, employment, and aesthetic enjoyment. 

"514. Urnltatlons of powers and rlpts. No provision of this chapter or any ruling, requirement, 
or policy of the board is a limitation on any of the following: 

(a) On the power of any city or county or city and county to declare, prohibit, and abate nuisances. 
(b) On the power of the Attorney Genenl, at the request of the board, or upon bis own motion, to 

bring an action in the name of the people of the State of California to enjoin any pollution or nuisance. 
(c) On the power of any state agency in the enforcement or administration of any provision of law 

which it is specifically authorized or required to enforce or administer. 
(d) On the right of any person to maintain at any time any appropriate action for relief against any 

private nuisance as defined in Part 3 (commencing with Section 3479) of Division 4 of the Civil Code 
or for any other private relief. 

"514.3. Exemption from waste discharge requirements; conditions. 
(a) Timber operations conducted pursuant to this chapter are exempt from the waste discharge 

requirements of Article 4 (commencing with Section 132(J()) of Chapter 4 of Division 7 of the Water 
Code; provided, that there is a certification by the federal Environmental Protection Agency that the 
provisions of this chapter constitute best management practices for silviculture pursuant to Section 208 
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act. 

(b) The exemption contained in subdivision (a) shall not apply when any of the following occurs: 
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(1) The board requests issuance of waste discharge requirements. 
(2) There bas been a finding by the State Water Resource$ Control Board that the board bas failed 

to maintain a water quality regulatory process consistent with the certification required under subdivision 
(a). 

(3) After monitoring the water quality impacts from timber operations conducted in compliance with 
this chapter, there has been a finding by the State Water Resources Control Board that compliance with 
best management practices would result in less water quality protection than required in water quality 
control plans approved pursuant to Section 13245 of the Water Code. 

4514.S. Writ of mandate. Ally person may commence an action on his own behalf against the board 
or the department for a writ of mandate pursuant to Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 1084) of Title 
I of Part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure to compel the board or the department to carry out any duty 
imposed upon them under the provisions of.this chapter. 

4515. Report to Legislature on actions taken. The board shall submit to the Legislature on 
December Ist of each year a repon on the actions taken pursuant to this chapter during the preceding 
fiscal year. Such repon shall include a statement of the actions, including legislative recommendations, 
which are necessary to more fully carry out the purposes and requirements of this chapter. 

4516. Agency rules and rqulatlons. NotwithsUDding any provision of this chapter, the California 
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency shall have the right, within the reasonable exercise of its powers, to 
adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution which are stricter than those provided under this 
chapter and regulations adopted pursuant to this chapter. The agency's rules and regulations may include, 
but are not limited to, matters relating to soil erosion control, protection of stream character and water 
quality, flood control, stand density control, reforestation methods, mass soil movements, submission of 
timber harvesting plans, location and grade of roads and skid trails, excavation and fill requirements, 
slash and debris disposal, haul routes and schedules, hours and dates of loggin&, and performance bond 
requirements. Whenever state funds are not expended for the support of the California Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency, as provided in Section 67131 of the Government Code, the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency shall have the right to. adopt rules and regulations pursuant to this section. 

4516.S. County recommendation of rules and regulations; timber operations; board rules and 
regulations; limitation on enforcement and validity of local ordinances, rules and regulations; 
applicablUty or section. 

(a) Individual counties may recommend that the board adopt additional rules and regulations for the 
content of timber harvesting plans and the conduct of timber operations to take account of local needs. 
For purposes of this section, "timber operations• includes, but is not limited to, soil erosion control, 
protection ofstream character and water quality, water distribution systems, flood control, stand density 
control, reforestation methods, mass soil movtmeDts, location and arlde of roads and skid trails, 
excavation and fill requirements, slash and debris disposal, hm1 routes and schedules, hours and dates 
of loaging, and performance bond or other reasonable surety requirements for onsite timber operations 
and for protection of publicly and privately owned roads that are part of the haul route. 

Where a bond or other surety has been required, the director shall not issue a work completion report 
without first ascertai.nin& whether the county in which the timber operations were conducted 1w 
blowled&e of any claims intended to be made on the bond or surety. 

(h) The board shall, in conformance with Chapter 3.S (commencing with Section 11340) of Part I 
ofDivision 3 ofTitle 2 of the Government Code and within 180 days after receiving recommended rules 
and regulations from a county, adopt rules and regulations for the content of timber harvesting plans and 
the conduct of timber operations consistent with the recommended if the board finds the recommended 
rules and regulations are both of the following: 
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(1) Consistent with the Intent and purposes of this chapter. 
(2) Necessary to protect needs and conditions of the county recommending them. 

(c) The rules and replations, if adopted by the board, shall apply only to the conduct of timber 
operations within the recommending county and shall be enforced and implemented by the department 
in the same manner as other rules and regulations adopted by the board. 

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (e), individual counties shall not otherwise regulate the conduct 
of timber opentions, as defined by this chapter, or require the issuance ofany pennit or license for those 
operations. 

(e) The board may delegate to individual counties its authority to require performance bonds or other 
surety for the protection of roads, in which case, the procedures and forms shall be the same as those 
used in similar circumstances in the county. The board may establish reasonable limits on the amount 
of performance bonds or other surety which may be required for any timber operation and criteria for 
the requirement, payment, and release of those bonds or other surety. If the county fails to inform the 
director of the claims within 30 days after the completion report bas been filed, the bond or surety shall 
be released. 

(f) This section does not apply to timber operations on any land area of less than three acres and which 
is not zoned timberland production. 

4516.6. Delay between appronl and commencement of timber operations; wal•er; appal of 
appro•al. 

(a) To provide for adequate public review and comment, notwithstanding Section 4582. 7, the director 
shall not approve a timber harvesting plan in any county fur which rules and regulations have been 
adopted pursuant to Section 4516.5 or 4516.8 until 35 days from the date of filing of the plan, and timber 
operations shall not commence until five days from the date of approval of the plan. The board may 
provide, by regulation, fur those periods to be waived or shortened by the department upon a 
determination, pursuant to criteria and procedures established by the board, that the proposed timber 
operations will cause no significant environmental damaie or threat to public health and safety or to the 
environment, or that the timber operations are necessary to reduce such a threat. If the chairperson of 
the board of supervisors of the county in which the proposed timber operations are located notifies the 
director and the plan submitter that the county intends to appeal the approval of the plan and that the 
county meets the requirements fur filing an appeal, no timber operations shall occur until the final 
determination ofthe appeal. If the board ofsupervisors determines not to appeal the approval of the plan, 
it shall immediately notify the director and the plan submitter in writing of that determination, and timber 
operations pursuant to the plan may commence immediately. 

(b) (1) The board of supervisors of the county fur which rules and regulations have been adopted 
pursuant to Section 4516.S or 4516.8 may, not Ima than 10 days after approval of the plan by the 
director, appeal that approval to the board, if the county bas both participated in the initial inspection of 
the plan area with the director and participated in a multidisciplinary review of the plan. 

(2) The board may establish procedures for filing the appeal and may specify findings which the board 
of supervisors is required to make in filing the appeal to demonstrate that a substantial issue is raised with 
respect to public health and safety or the environment. 

(c) The board shall grant to a county that meets the requirements fur filing an appeal an initial bearing 
to consider the county's request fur an appeal at the next regularly scheduled board meeting following 
the receipt of the request. 

(d) The board shall grant a public bearing on the appeal if it determines at an initial bearing pursuant 
to subdivision (c) that the appeal raises substantial issues with respect to public health and safety or the 
environment. 

(e) (1) The board shall bold a public hearing on the appeal granted pursuant to subdivision (d) within 
30 days from the date ofgranting the bearing or at the next regularly scheduled board meeting, whichever 
occurs first, or within a longer period of time that is mutually agreed upon by the board, the county, and 
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the plan submitter. Upon conclusion of the hearing, the board shall approve or deny the plan. The basis 
of the board's decision shall be conformance with this section and the rules and regulations of the board, 
including any rules or regulations enacted with respect to the county pursuant to Section 4516.5 or 
4516.8, and this chapter. In denying a plan, the board may make findings that set forth conditions under 
which it believes that the plan would have been approved. 

(2) The board may delegate conduct of the bearing and the decision to a committee of three members 
to be appointed for that hearing by the chairperson of the board. The committee shal.I consist of at least 
two general public members of the board. The chairperson of the board or the chairperson's designee 
shall conduct the hearing. The decision of the committee shall have the full force and effect of a decision 
of the full board. 

(f) This section does not apply to timber operations on any land area of less than three acres and 
which is not mned for timberland production . . 

4516.8. Recommendations by counties ror adoption oradditional rules and l'flUlatlons. In addition 
to the authority provided in Section 4516.S, the Counties of Marin, Monterey, San Mateo, Santa Clara, 
and Santa Cruz may recommend that the board adopt additional rules and regulations for the content of 
timber harvesting plans and the conduct of timber operations which provide a requirement that each 
timber harvesting plan contain a description of all log hauling routes, a statement of whether an 
encroachment permit is required by any public agency, and a requirement that no timber harvesting plan 
be approved by the director without the condition that the timber operator secure all required 
encroachment permits prior to commencement of timber operations. 

4517. Sevenbility. If any provision of this chapter or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications ofthe chapter 
which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of 
this chapter are severable. 

Article 2. Deftnltions 

4521. Definitions. Unless the context otherwise requires, the definitions set forth in this article shall 
govern the construction of this chapter. 

4521.3. Board. "Board" means the State Board of Forestry. 

4522. Committee. "Committee" means a district technical advisory committee. 

4522.5. Cutonr land. "Cutover land" means land which has borne a crop of commercial timber from 
which at least 70 percent of the merchantable original growth timber stand bas been removed by logging 
or destroyed by fire, insects, or tree diseases and which is now supporting, or capable of irowing, a crop 
of commercial timber or other forest products, and which has not been converted to other commercial 
or a&ricultural use. 

4523. District. "District" means a forest district. 

4524. License. "License• means a license to engage in timber operations, issued pursuant to Article 
6 (commencing with Section 4571) of this chapter. 

4525. Person. "Person" includes any private individual, organization, partnership, corporation, city, 
county, district, or the state or any department or agency thereof. 
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4525.3. Resource conservation standards. "Resource conservation standards• means the minimum 
acceptable condition resulting from timber operations. 

4525.5. Rules. "Rules" means the district forest practice rules adopted by the board. 

4525.7. Slash. "Slash" means branches or limbs less than four inches in diameter, and bark and split 
products debris left on the ground as a result of timber operations. 

4526. 1\mba'land. "Timberland" means land, other than land owned by the federal government and 
land designated by the board as experimental forest land, which is available for, and capable of, growing 
a crop of trees of any commercial species used to produce lumber and other forest products, including 
Christmas trees. Commercial species shall be determined by the board on a district basis after 
consultation with the district oommittees and others. 

4526.5. Timba' operator. "Timber operator" means any person who is engaged in timber operations 
himself or who oontracts with others to conduct such operations on his behalf, except a person who is 
engaged in timber operations as an employee with wages as his sole compensation. 

4527. Timba' operations. "Timber operations· means the cutting or removal or both of timber or 
other solid wood forest products, including Christmas trees, from timberlands for commercial purposes, 
together with all the work incidental thereto, including, but not limited to, construction and maintenance 
of roads, fuel breaks, firebreaks, stream crossings, landings, skid trails, beds for the falling of trees, fire 
hazard abatement, and site preparation that involves disturbance of soil or burning of vegetation following 
timber harvesting activities conducted after January l , 1988, but excluding preparatory work such as 
treemarklng, surveying, or roadflagging. "Commercial purposes• includes: (1) The cutting or removal 
of trees which are processed into logs, lumber, or other wood products and offered for sale, barter, 
exchange, or trade, or; (2) The cutting or removal of trees or other forest products during the conversion 
of timberlands to land uses other than the arowing of timber which are subject to the provisions of 
Section 4621, including, but not limited to, residential or commercial developments, production of other 
agricultural crops, recreational developments, ski developments, water development projects, and 
transportation projects. Removal or harvest of incidental vegetation from timberlands, such as berries, 
fems, greenery, mistletoe, herbs, and other products, which action cannot normally be expected to result 
in a threat to forest, air, water, or soil resources, does not constitute timber operations. 

4527.5. nmba' owner. "Timber owner• means any person who owns commercial timber, timberland, 
cutover land, or timber rights, including Christmas tree rights, on lands of another except a federal 
agency. 

4528. Additional definitions. As used in this chapter: 
(a) "Basal area per acre• means the sum of the cross-sectional areas at breast height of the tree stems 

of commercial species per acre. 
(b) "Countable tree" means a tree that can be used in calculating the degree of stocking under the 

following criteria: 
(1) The tree must be in place at least two growing seasons. 
(2) The tree must be live and healthy. 
(3) The tree must have at least one-third of its length in live crown, except in pure stands of Douglas­

fir, the tree must have at least one-fourth of its length in live crown. 
(4) The tree must be a commercial species from a local seed source or a seed source which the 

registered professional forester determines will produce commercial trees physiologically suited for the 
area involved. 
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(c) "Stocking" means a m~ure of the degree to which space is occupied by well-distributed countable 
trees. 

(d) "Site classification" means the classification of productive potential of timberland into one of five 
classes by board regulation, consistent with normally accepted forestry practices. Site I shall denote sites 
of highest productivity, site 0 and aite m shall denote sites of intermediate productivity potential, and 
site IV and V shall denote sites of lowest productivity potential. 

(e) "Fuel break" means a strip of modified fuel to provide a line from which to work in the control 
of fire. 

(f) "Stream• means a natural watercoUille as designated by a solid line or dash and three dots symbol 
shown on the largest scale United States Geological Survey map most recently published. 

4518.5. Applicability to employees. This chapter does not apply to any person who engages in 
activities herein regulated, as an employee, with wages as bis sole compensation. 

4529. Penalties and remedies, concurrait and alternatiYe. The penalties and remedies which are 
prescribed in this chapter are concurrent and alternative to any other civil, criminal, or administrative 
rights, remedies, or penalties which are provided or allowed by law with respect to such violation. 

4529.5. Forms or serrice. Service of documents where required under this chapter may be made by 
registered or certified mail addressed to the respondent's latest address registered on file with the 
department. Where other forms of service are prescribed, personal service is not precluded. 

Article 3. Districts and Committees 

'531. &tablishment of districts. The board shall divide the state into not less than three districts. 
In establishing these districts, the board shall take into account differing physical characteristics, 
includin&, but not limited to, climate, soil type, and principal forest crops. Insofar as possible, the board 
shall group together lands that have substantially similar characteristics and that will best be served by 
substantially similar regulations. Boundaries of such districts may be altered from time to time as the 
board determines is necessary. 

4531.5. District technical advisory committee; appointment. The board shall appoint a district 
technical advisory committee in each of the districts created under Section 4S31 . 

'532. Membership ofcommittees. Each committee shall consist ofnine members, and shall represent 
the general public interest. 

4533. Qualifications or committee members. All members shall be appointed on the basis of their •educational and professional qualifications and their general knowledge of, and interest and experience 
in, ecology, soil science, watershed hydrology, range manaaement, silviculture and forestry, forest 
recreation, forest landscape architecture, forest products manufacture, forest industry economica, or fish 
and wildlife habitat. 

4534. Selection of committee members; direct personal ftnandal Interest. Five members of the 
committee shall be selected from the general public, three members shall be selected from the forest 
products industry, and one member shall be selected from the range livestock industry. At no time shall 
a majority of the members, nor any of the members selected from the general public, be persons with 
a direct personal financial interest, within the meaning of Section 1120 of the Government Code, in 
timberlands . 
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4535. Tenure of membtn; stqgered terms. The terms of office of the members shall be for four 
years, except the members of the initial committee. The members of the initial committee shall classify 
themselves by lot at the first meeting. Three members shall serve until January IS, 1976, three members 
shall serve until January 15, 1977, and three members shall serve until January 15, 1978. 

'536. Committees to be mntlnuin& bodia; 't'ac:ancles. Tbe committees shall be continuing bodies, 
and vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as original appointmenta are made. An appointment to 
a vacancy on a committee occurring before the expiration of a te:m sball be for the remainder of that 
term, and the person appointed shall be appointed from the appropriate group for the vacant seat. 

4537. Committee meetlnp. Tbe committees shall meet at least once each year, in January, and at 
other times as necessary. All meetings of the committee shall be open to the public, and notice of such 
meetings shall be provided 10 days in advance to any person who requests such notice in writing; 
provided, that meetings may be held with 24-hour notice when such meetings are necessary to discuss 
unforeseen emergency conditions as may be provided by the board in regulations adopted pertaining 
hereto. 

'538. Designation of district secretary; duties. An employee of the department shall be designated 
by the board to serve as secretary of each district committee and shall meet with and take part in all 
deliberations of the committee, but shall vote only in the case of a tie. 

'539. Compensation ofmembers; expenses. The appointive members of the committee shall receive 
no compensation for their services but shall be entitled to their actual and necessary expenses incurred 
in the performance of their duties. 

'540. Duties of commltlees. Each committee shall advise the board in the establishment of district 
forest practice rules to govern timber operations on timberlands within the district. In advising the board, 
the committee shall not interfere with any of the powers and duties of the board. Tbe committees shall 
consult with, and carefully evaluate the recommendations of, the department, concerned federal, state and 
local agencies, educational institutions, civic and public interest organizations, and private organizations 
and individuals. Each committee shall seek an optimum of interagency cooperation in identification of 
problems and proposing solutions. 

Article '· Rules and lleplations 

'551. Adoption of district forest practice rula and reculations. Tbe board shall adopt district 
forest practice rules and regulations for each district in accordance with the policies set forth in Article 
1 (commencing with Section 4511) of this chapter and pursuant to Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 
11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code to wure the continuous growing and 
harvesting of commercial forest tree species and to protect the soil, air, fish and wildlife, and water 
resources, including, but not limited to, streams lakes and estuaries. 

'551.3. Sustained Yield Plam; etrectin period; monltorin& process; public bearinp; notice. 
(a) A sustained yield plan that is prepared and approved in accordance with rules and regulations 

adopted by the board pursuant to Section4SS1, including Article 6.75 (commencing with Section 1091.1) 
of Subcbapter 7 of Chapter 4 of Division l .S of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, shall be 
effective for a period of no more than 10 years. 

(b) As part of the continuin& monitoring process for an approved sustained yield plan, as described in 
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subdivision (a), the department shall hold a public hearing on the plan if requested by an interested party 
who submits, in writing, a request based on substantial evidence ofpotential noncompliance with any of 
the following: 

(1) The terms and conditions of the original sustained yield plan approval. 
(2) The applicable provisions of the rules or regulations adopted by the board that were in effect on 


the date the sustained yield plan was originally approved. 

(3) Other requirements that have been imposed on the sustained yield plan by operation of law. 
Such request shall identify specific issues in the plan to be addressed at the public hearing. To be 


considered, a request must be made to the department within six months after the midpoint of the 

effective term ofa sustained yield plan described in subdivision (a). The department shall bold the public 

hearing within 120 days from the date of the close of the six-month request period. A sustained yield 

plan shall be effective for the remainder of its term unless the director makes written findings, based on 

a preponderance of evidence, that implementation of the sustained yield plan is not in compliance with 

any material provision of subparagraph (1), (2), or (3) of subdivision (b) above. 


(c) If a public hearing is required, the director shall provide It least 30 days' notice to the plan 

submitter and the public and shall provide for a record of the hearing, pursuant to regulations adopted 

by the board. 


4551.5. Application, development. Rules and regulations shall apply to the conduct of timber 
operations and shall include, but shall not be limited to, measures for fire prevention and control, for soil 
erosion conttol, for site preparation that involves disturbance of soil or burning of vegetation following 
timber harvesting activities conducted after January l, 1988, for water quality and watershed conttol, for 
flood control, for stocking, for protection against timber operations which unnecessarily desttoy young 
timber ifOwth or timber productivity of the soil, for prevention and control of damage by forest insects, 
pests, and disease, for the protection of natural and scenic qualities in special treatments areas identified 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 30417, and for the preparation of timber harvesting plans. In 
developing these rules, the board shall solicit and consider recommendations from the department, 
recommendations from the Department of Fish and Game relating to the protection of fish and wildlife, 
recommendations from the State Water Resources Conttol Board and the California regional water quality 
control boards relating to water quality, recommendations from the State Air Resources Board and local 
air pollution control districts relating to air pollution control, and recommendations of the California 
Coastal Commission relating to the protection of natural and scenic coastal zone resources in special 
tteatment areas. 

4551.7. Site preparation. The board shall, on or before November l, 1988, adopt regulations 
pertaining to site preparation that involves disturbance ofsoil or burning of vegetation following timber 
harvesting activities conducted after January 1, 1988. 

4552. Basis or rules and regulations; standards ror preparing harnsting plans. The rules and 
regulations adopted by the board shall be based upon a study of the factors that significantly affect the 
present and future condition of timberlands and shall be used as standards by persons preparing timber "J 

harvesting plans. In those instances in which the board intends the director to exercise professional 
judgment in applying any rule, regulation, or provision of this chapter, the board shall include in its rules 
standards to guide the actions ofthe director, and the director shall conform to such standards, consistent 
with Section 710. 

4553. Review and revision ofniles and reculations. The rules and regulations shall be continuously 
reviewed and may be revised. During the formulation or revision ofsuch rules and regulations, the board 
shall consult with, and carefully evaluate the recommendations of, the department, the disttict technical 
advisory committees, concerned federal, state, and local agencies, educational institutions, civic and 
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public interest organizations, and private organizations and individuals. 

4554. Public hearing ror adoption or revision or rules, etc; notice. Except for emergency 
regulations or orders of repeal adopted pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section 11346) of Chapter 
3.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code, the board shall not adopt or revise rules, 
regulations, or rt!$0urce conservation standards unless a public hearing is first held respecting their 
adoption or revision. At least 30 days prior to the hearing, the board shall give notice of the hearing by 
publication pursuant to Section 6061 of the Government Code. 

4554.5 Rules and regulations; effective dates. 
(a) Notwithstanding Section 11343.4 of the Government Code, except as specified in subdivision (b}, 

rules and regulations adopted or revised pursuant to this chapter shall become effective on the next 
January 1 that is not Jess than 30 days from the date of approval of those rules or regulations by the 
Office of Administrative Law. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), if the board adopts emergency regulations pursuant to Section 
4555, and subsequently adopts those emergency regulations as nonemergency rules or regulations 
pursuant to this chapter, the rules and regulations shall become effective 30 days from the date of 
approval of the rules or regulations by the Office of Administrative Law. 

4555. Withholding decisions; emergency regulations. If the director determines that a substantial 
question exists concerning whether the intent of this chapter is currently provided for by the rules and 
regulations of the board, and that approval of a timber harvesting plan which has been filed could result 
in immediate, significant, and long-term harm to the natural resources of the state, the director may 
withhold decision on a timber harvesting plan. However, within five days of that action, the director 
shall notify the board of that action. Within 30 days of the receipt of the notice, the board shall, after 
a public hearing, make a determination as to whether or not the intent of this chapter has been provided 
for in the rules and regulations of the board. The determination shall be conclusive. 
If the board finds that the intent of this chapter has not been provided for in the rules and regulations, 

the board shall act to amend the rules by emergency regulation in accordance with Chapter 3.5 
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. The 
director shall act upon the plan within 15 days of the board's action. Emergency regulations adopted 
pursuant to this section shall be effective for not more than 120 days. The regulations may be made 
permanent if the board acts to adopt or revise its rules and regulations pursuant to procedures established 
in this article for the adoption of other than emergency regulations. 

Article 5. Resource Conservation Standards 

4561. Stocking standards; management; exemption. It is the purpose of this section to set forth 
resource conservation standards for timber operations, and to insure that a cover of trees of commercial 
species, sufficient to utilize adequately the suitable. and available growing space, is maintained or 
established after timber operations. 

To that end, the following rt!$0urce conservation standards define minimum acceptable stocking, and 
an area covered by a timber harvesting plan shall be classified as acceptably stocked if either of the 
following conditions exist within five years after completion of timber operations: 

(a) The area contains an average point count of 300 per acre, except that in areas which the registered 
professional forester who prepares the timber harvesting plan has determined are site IV classification or 
lower, the minimum average point count shall be 150 per acre. Point count shall be computed as follows: 

(1) Each countable tree which is not more than four inches in diameter at breast height to count as 
one. 

(2) Each countable tree over four inches and not more than 12 inches in diameter at breast height to 
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count as three. 
(3) Each countable tree over 12 inches in diameter at breast height to count as six. 

(b) The average residual basal area, measured in stems one inch or larger in diameter is at least 85 

square feet per acre, except that in areas which the registered professional forester who prepares the 

timber harvesting plan bas determined are site Il classification or lower, the minimum average residual 

basal area shall be 50 square feet per acre. 


The board, on 1 finding that it is in furtherance of the purposes of this chapter, may encourage 
selection, shelterwood, or other types of management of timber where consistent with the biological 
requirements of the tree species and may regulate the size and shape of areas in which even-age 
management of timber is utilized. 

Timberland harvested between January 1, 1974, and the adoption of stocking standards pursuant to this 
chapter shall be classified as adequately stocked if, as a retult of stocking which bas taken place 
subsequent to such barvett, the minimum standards specified in this section are met. 

Rock outcroppings and other areas not normally bearing timber shall not be considered as requiring 
stocking and are exempt from such provisions. 

4561.1. Application or standards; board standards. The resource conservation standards relating 
to stocking enumerated in Section 4S61 shall constitute minimum requirements, and these shall be the 
standards to which all timber harvesting plans shall conform unless the board adopts higher stocking 
standards for each district. The board shall adopt standards for each district, after a public hearing, which 
are equal to or stricter than the standards of this chapter and shall report such standards to the 
Legislature. 

It is not the intent of the Legislature in designating minimum standards that such standards shall be 
deemed to be preferred as the standards to be adopted by the board. The board may, by a majority vote 
as provided in Section 736, adopt biaJler minimum standards of stocking if, in the opinion of the board, 
growing conditions, tree species, site quality, or other facton justify such stricter standards and if such 
action is consistent with the purposes of this article. 

'561.l. StockJn& requirements In e:dstence on or before Jan. 1, 1974; etrect. All stocking 
requirements under provisions of law which were in existence on or before January I, 1974, shall remain 
in full force and effect for timberland which was harvested prior to January 1, 1974. 

'561.3. Acceptably stocked area dasslftcatlon. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 4561, on 
any commercial timberlands which the department bas determined do not meet the minimum acceptable 
stocking standards prior to any timber harvest activities which may take place on such lands between the 
effective date of this chapter and the adoption of permanent stockin& standards pursuant to Section 
4561.5, an area shall be classified as acceptably stocked if, as 1 result of restocking which bas taken place 
subsequent to such harvest, it contains at least five countable trees for each tree which bas been harvested. 

'561.5. Permanent stocldq &tandards; adoption and amendment. Prior to January 1, 1975, the .. 
board shall, after 1 public bearina, adopt, and may from time to time, after 1 public bearing, amend 
permanent stockina standards applicable to commercial timberland where the growing timber does not 
meet the acceptable stockin& standards as enumerated in Section 4561. 

'561.6. StockJna standards appUcable to operations damqed by disaster; adoption; menslon or 
stocking time; conslderatJons. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 4561 to 4561.5, inclusive, 
the board shall adopt rules prior to January 1, 1976, wbicb specify standards ofstocking to be maintained 
or established after timber operations on timberlands which have been substantially damaged by fire, 
insects, disease, wind, flood, or other substantial damage caused by an act of God, and may provide for 
an extended period of time during which stocking must be properly completed on such timberlands. In 
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developing such standards the board shall consider circumstances that affect the feasibility of restoring 
the productivity of such timberlands. 

4561.7. Site designated ror testing purposes; exemption from 1todd111 requirement; tsting 
location. 

(a) The site designated for testing purposes by subdivision (b) ls exempt from any stocking 
requirements. · 

(b) Testing may be permitted only on a 35-acre area located in the Pudding Creek drainage of 
Mendocino County in Sections 19 and 30, Tl9N, Rl6W, M.D.B. &. M. 

'562. Fire protection woe rules. In order to reduce the incidence and spread offire on timberlands, 
the board shall adopt rules in the fire protection zone u such zone is defined by the board, including, 
but not limited to, land along either side of the rights-of-way along public roads in widths to be 
determined by rule by the board in various areas, and in such other areas u the board deems necessary, 
to govern the disposal of solid nonforest wastes and slash created by timber operations. 

'562.5. Control or soil erosion; lnnstlption; report; regulations. It is the purpose of this section 
to insure that soil erosion associated with timber operations is adequately controlled to protect soil 
resources, forest productivity, and water quality. The prevention, retardation, and control of accelerated 
erosion are the principal goals of this section. The board shall conduct such investigations of soil 
characteristics and erosion rates and of the instruments, techniques, and procedures available for use in 
monitoring soil loss as will facilitate the development and application of soil resource conservation 
standards, and shall, by January 1, 1976, publish reports or othezwise disseminate the information thus 
obtained, including a determination, if possible, of permissible levels of soil loss. The board shall 
promulgate regulations for each district to govern timber operations that may cause significant soil 
disturbance. 

'562.7. Protection or strams; rules. The purpose of this section is to ensure the protection of 
beneficial uses that are derived from the physical form, water quality, and biological capability of 
streams. To these ends, in addition to the rules provided for in Section -4551 .5, the board shall adopt 
rules for control of timber operations which will result or threaten to result in unreasonable effects on 
the beneficial uses of the waters of the state. The rules shall include rules for: 

(a) The disposal of petroleum products, sanitary wastes, refuse, and cleaning agents in proper dumps 
or waste treatment facilities to prevent them from entering streams. 

(b) Construction of log&ing road and tractor trail stream crossings to usure substantially unimpaired 
flow of water and to assure free passage offish both upstream and downstream. 

(c) Minimizing damage to unmerchantable streanuide vegetation, particularly hardwood trees. 
(d) Minimizing damage to streambeds or banks resulting from skidding or hauling logs through, across, 

or into streams, by operating tractors or other heavy equipment in or near streambeds, or by construction 
of log landings or logging roads in or near the channels of streams. 

(e) Control of slash, debris, fill, and side cast earth, resulting from timber operations, which may be 
carried into streams. 

(f) Minimizing the effects of erosion on watercourses and lakes by all of the following: 
I. Installation and maintenance of drainage facilities and soil stabilization treatments as required on 

timber operations. 
2. Planned abandonment of roads and landings. 
3. Maintenance of installed drainage facilities and soil stabilization treatments on skid trails, roads, 

and landings for a period of at least one year after filing of the work completion report, provided the 
report is approved. 
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'562.9. Maintenance or installed drainaae fadlltlts and IOll stabllizatlon tratments; reculatlom. 

The board shall, on or before November 1, 1988, adopt reiuJltiom requiring maintenance of installed 

drainaae facilities and soil stabilization treatments on skid trails, roads, and landings for a period of at 

least one year, but not to exceed three years, after filin& of the work completion report, provided the 

report is approved. 


4563.5. Report to pnrnor and lecialature. The department shall, on or before July 1, 1989, report 

to the Governor and the Lefislature on the adequacy of existin& resource conservltion standards in 

meeting the objectives of this chapter and achieving the goal of muimum sustained production of high­

quality timber products, u specified in Section 4513. The report &ball include all of the following: 


(a) A description of the status of regenent.ion at a representative number of timber harvesting sites, 

within each forest practice district, that were previously determined by the department to be adequately 

stocked. 


(b) lnformation on the type of silvicultural method ori1inally described in the timber barvestina plan 

for each site examined. 


(c) Any recommendations for regulations or legislation chanaing the requirements of this chapter, as 
they pertain to existina resource conservation standards, and limitations, if any, on allowable harvest 
levels for forest land where re1enecation is not occurring consistent with the goals specified in Section 
4513. 

Article 6. Ucmses 

'571. Neeesalty or Ucmse. No person shall engage in timber operations until be bas obtained a license 
from the board. 

'572. Form and content or appUcatlon; procedures; ftUq fee. The board shall by regulation 
prescribe the form and content of the application for a license and establish the procedures therefore, and 
shall require a reasonable filinl fee. 

'573. Reuom for denlal. The board may deny a license for any of the following reasons: 
(a) The applicant is not the real person in interest. 
(b) Material misrepresentation or false statement in the application. 
(c) Conviction within one year of the application of unlawfully operating without a license. 
(d) The failure or refusal of the applicant to comply with the rules and regulations of the board and 

the provisions of this chapter within three years prior to the date of application. 

4574. Tenn or Ucmsa; denial or renewal. Licmses &ball be good only during the calendar year in 
which issued. Applications for renewal may be denied by the board until any violations by the applicant 
as exist on the date ofsubmission of the renewal application, of which the applicant bas been notified and 
given reasonable opportunity to correct, are corrected on such reasonable terms and conditions as the .. 
board may require. 

'575. Effect or future le&islatlon; tnmferablUty. A license is subject to future legislation and is not 
transferable. 

'516. Suspension or revocation. A license may be suspended or revoked by the director pursuant 
to Chapter S (commencin& with Section 11500) ofPart 1 ofDivision 3 ofTitle 2 of the Govecnment Code 
for any of the reasons specified by Section 4573, for refusal to allow inspections, or for violations ofany 
of the rules and regulations of the board. 
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'577, Delegation or authority. The board may delegate its authority under this article to the director. 

'578. Forest practices; licenses; exemptions. Timber operations, timber harvesting, and any other 
activities pursuant to a timber harvest plan or a federal or state timber sales contract are exempt from the 
provisions of Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 7000) of Division 3 of the Business and Professions 
Code, and no license shall be required for the conduct of timber operations on private or public lands, 
other than as provided in Section 4571. 

Article 7. Timber Hanestlng 

4581. Neasslty or timber hanestln& plan. No person shall conduct timber operations unless a timber 
harvesting plan prepared by a registered professional forester has been submitted for such operations to 
the department pursuant to this article. Such plan shall be required in addition to the license required in 
Section 4571. 

4582. Content& or timber hanestln1 plan. The timber harvesting plan shall be filed with the 
department in writing by a person who owns, leases, or otherwise controls or operates on all or any 
portion of any timberland and who plans to harvest the timber thereon. If the person who files the plan 
is not the owner of the timberland, the person filing the plan shall notify the timberland owner by 
certified mail that the plan bas been submitted and shall certify that mailing to the department. lbe plan 
shall be a public record and shall include all of the following information: 

(a) The name and address of the timber owner. 
(b) The name and address of the timber operator if known at the time of filing. If the timber operalor 

is not known at the time of filing, the plan submitter shall notify the department as soon as the timber 
operator is known, but in any case before timber operations begin. 

(c) A description of the land on which the work is proposed to be done, including a United Sates 
Geological Survey quadrangle map or equivalent indicating the location of all streams, the location of all 
proposed and existing logging truck roads, and indicating boundaries of all Site I classification 
timberlands to be stocked in accordance with subdivision (b) of Section 4561 and any other site 
classifications if the board establishes specific minimum stocking standards for other site classifications. 

(d) A description of the silvicultural methods to be applied, including the type of logging equipment 
to be used . 

(e) An outline of the methods to be used to avoid excessive accelerated erosion from timber operations 
to be conducted within the proximity of a stream. 

(t) Special provisions, if any, to protect any unique area within the area of timber operations. 
(g) The expected dates of commencement and completion of timber operations. 
(h) A certification by the registered professional forester preparing the plan that he or she or a designee 

bas personally inspected the plan area. 
(i) Any other information the board provides by regulation to meet its rules and the standards of this 

chapter. 
(j) This section shall become operative on January l, 1996. 

'5112.3. Notice or Intent to harvest timber; adoption or regulations. The board shall , OD or before 
May 1, 1985, adopt regulations regarding notice of intent to harvest timber, to be given within two 
working days following submission of a timber harvesting plan, which it determines to be appropriate 
and which are consistent with law and Hom v. County of Ventura, 24 Cal. 3d 60S. In adopting the 
regulations, the board shall take account of the extent of the administrative burden involved in giving the 
notice. The method of notice shall include, but not be limited to, mailed notice. The regulations may 
require the person submitting the timber harvesting plan to provide to the department a list of the names 
and addresses of persons to whom the notice was mailed and a written declaration that the mailing bas 
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been completed . 

.. 582.... Notice of filing to penon requmtlng in writlna. Notice of filin& of timber harvesting plans 
shall be made by the department to any person who requests, in writing, such notification. 

"582.5. Applicability of plan to specific property. Timber harvesting plans shall be applicable to 
a specific piece of property or properties and shall be based upon such characteristics of the property as 
vegetation type, soil stability, topography, &eolOi}', climate, and stream characteristics. 

"582.6. Avallabllity of plan ror public lnspec:tion; transmittal or copy to departmerit or llsh and 
game, boards and agerides; hearin1 on timber harustina plan. 

(a) Upon receipt of the timber harvesting plan, the department shall place it, or a true copy thereof, 
in a file available for public inspection in the county in which timber operations are proposed under the 
plan, and, for the purpose of interdisciplinary review, shall transmit a copy to the Department of Fish 
and Game, the appropriate California regional water quality control board, county planning agency, and, 
if the area is within its jurisdiction, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, as the case may be. The 
department shall invite, consider, and respond in writing to comments received from public agencies to 
which the plan bas been transmitted and shall consult with those qencies at their request. 

(b) Within the public comment period, any responsible qency, as defined in Section 21069, shall 
provide the depanment with specific comments or recommendations, or both, on any significant 
environmental issues and proposed miti&ation measures raised by the timber barvestin& plan. The 
responsible agency shall also identify its statutory 'authority for any requests for mitigation measures that 
it may determine to be necessary. If the responsible aaency fails to respond by the end of the public 
comment period, the department may assume that the responsible agency bas no comments or 
recommendations concerning the timber harvesting plan, but the failure ofthe responsible aaency to make 
comments or recommendations shall not be used as the basis for a determination or presumption that the 
timber harvesting plan will have no significant effect on the environment. The department shall consider 
all comments and recommendations received from responsible agencie$ and from the public during the 
public comment period. If a responsible agency fails to respond within the public comment period, it 
may request additional time to respond. The director may rrant an extension of the time to respond of 
up to 14 calendar days if he or she determines, after consultation with the person submitting the timber 
harvesting plan, that an extension is necessary. 

(c) To ensure that all public comments and concerns are considered by the department, each responsible 
agency shall maintain a list of written information it disseminates on the timber harve$tin& plan under 
review prior to the close of the public comment period. 

(d) On and after July I, 1983, the board of auperviJors or planning commission of any county for 
which rules have been adopted pursuant to Section 4Sl6.S may request a public bearing on any timber 
harve$tin& plan submitted for lands within the county, and the departmait shall hold 1 hearing for the 
purpose of public comment, if requested, prior to taking any action on the timber harvesting plan 
pursuant to Section 4S82.7. The hearing shall be held in the county in which the proposed harvest is 
located at a time and place convenient to the public. The hearina shall be held in county offices if made 
available by the county for that purpose. The chairperson of the hearin& shall be a representative of the 
department, shall receive both oral and written 11!$timony from members of the public, local aovemment 
officials, persons submitting the plans, and others, and shall provide for the hearin& to be electronically 
recorded. The department shall prepare and make available written responses to significant issues raised 
at the hearing. The requirements of this subdivision shall not be construed u extendin& the time within 
which any action is required to be taken pursuant to Section 4S82.7 . 

.t582.7. Review or plan; public comments; time; hearinc; determination by board and director. 
(a) The director shall have IS days from the date that the initial inspection is completed or, if the 
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director determines that the inspection need not be made, 15 days from the date of filing, as specified in 
Section 4604, or a longer period mutually agreed upon by the director and the person submitting the 
timber harvesting plan, to review the plan and talce public comments. After the initial review and public 
comment period has ended, the director shall have up to 10 working days, or a longer period mutually 
agreed upon by the director and the person submitting the plan, to review the public input, to consider 
recommendations and mitigation measures of other agencies, to respond in writing to the issues raised, 
and to determine if the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the board and with this 
chapter. 

(b) If the director determines that the timber harvestin& plan is not in conformance with the rules and 
regulations of the board or with this chapter, the director shall return the plan, stating his or her reasons 
in writing, and advising the person submittingthe plan of the person's right to a hearing before the board, 
and timber operations shall not commence. 

(c) A person to whom a timber harvesting plan is returned may, within 10 days from the date of receipt 
of the plan, request of the board a public hearing before the board. The board shall schedule a public 
hearing to review the plan to determine if the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of 
the board and with this chapter. Timber operations shall await board approval of the plan. Board action 
shall occur within 30 days from the date of the filing of the appeal, or a longer period mutually agreed 
upon by the board and the person filing the appeal. 

(d) If the timber harvesting plan is not approved on appeal to the board, the plan may be found to be 
in conformance by the director within 10 days from the date of the board action, provided that the plan 
is brought into full conformance with the rules and regulations of the board and with this chapter. If the 
director does not act within 2S days, or a longer period mutually agreed upon by the director and the 
person submitting the plan, timber operations may commence pursuant to the plan, and all provisions of 
the plan shall be followed as provided in this chapter. 

(e) Upon the request of a responsible agency, the director shall consult with that agency, pursuant to 
this chapter, but the director, or his or her designee within the department, shall have the final authority 
to determine whether a timber harvesting plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the 
board and with this chapter. 

"582. 75. Rules as aiteria for reviewing limber harvesting plans. The rules adopted by the board 
shall be the only criteria employed by the director when reviewing timber harvesting plans pursuant to 
Section 4582.7. 

"582.8. Transmittal of plans to Board or Equallr.ation. Within 10 days from the date that a timber 
harvesting plan is determined to be in conformance under Section 4582.7, or within 10 days from the date 
of receipt of a notice of timber operations, a nonindustrial timber harvest notice, a notice of exemption 
to convert less than three acres to a nontimber use pursuant to Section 4584, or an emergency notice filed 
pursuant to Section 4592, the director shall transmit copies thereof to the State Board of Equalization. 

"582.9. Appeal of approved plan; condltiom of ftllng; suspension of timber operations; hearing. 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the Director of Fish and Game or the State 

Water Resources Control Board may, not later than 10 days after approval of a plan by the director, 
appeal the approval to the board. At the time of filing of an appeal with the board, the person shall 
notify the director and the plan submitter of the appeal, and no further timber operations shall occur 
under the plan until the final determination of the appeal by the board. 

(b) The Director of Fish and Game or the State Water Resources Control Board may appeal the 
approval ofa plan by the director only if the Department of Fish and Game or the State Water Resources 
Control Board or a California regional water quality control board bas: (1) Participated in an onsite 
inspection ofthe plan with the department; and (2) Participated in a multidisciplinary review of the plan. 
The board may establish procedures for filing an appeal and may, in order to demonstrate that a 
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substantial issue is raised with respect to the environment or public safety, specify findings which are 
required to be made in filing an appeal. 

(c) The board shall &rant a hearing if it determines that the appeal under this section raises substantial 
issues with respect to the environment or to public safety. The board, by reeulation, may ddegate this 
determination to its chairperson. 

(d) The board shall hold a public hearing within 30 days after the filing of an appeal, or a longer 
period mutually agreed upon by the board, the appellant, and the plan submitter. Witnesses may appear 
either 11 the request of a party having standing or at a request of a majority of the board or board 
committee holding the hearing. Within 10 days after the conclusion of the hearing, the board shall 
approve or deny the plan. The basis for the board's decision shall be all applicable provisions of 
California law, including, butnot limited to, the California Timberland Productivity Act of 1982 (Chapter 
6.7 (commencing with Section Sl100) of Division 1 of Title S of the Government Code) and subdivision 
(d) of Section 4512. In denying a plan, the board may make findings that set forth conditions under 
which it believes the plan would have been approved. The board may ddegate conduct of the hearing 
and the decision to a committee of three members to be appointed for that hearing by the chairperson of 
the board. The committee shall consist of one general public member, one industry member, and the 
chairperson or the chairperson's designee. The chairperson of the board or the chairperson's designee 
shall conduct the hearing. The decision of the committee shall have the full force of a decision of the full 
board. At any time prior to a decision on an appeal conducted by a committee, any member of the 
committee may file a declaration of importance with the executive officer of the board and that appeal 
shall be immediately transferred to the full board for decision. 

'583. Standards and rules; conformance or plan; chan&es or modlftcatlons; exceptions. A timber 
harvesting plan shall conform to all standards and rules which are in effect 11 the time the plan becomes 
effective. Except for stockin& standards In effect at the time of commencement of timber operations 
under a timber harvesting plan, which shall remain in effect for any timberland harvested under such 
plan, all timber operations shall conform to any changes or modifications of standards and rules made 
thereafter unless prior to the adoption of such chan&es or modifications, substantial liabilities for timber 
operations have been incurred in good faith and in reliance upon the standards in effect at the time the 
plan became effective and the adherence to such new rules or modifications would cause unreasonable 
additional expense to the owner or operator. 

'583.2. Report or deviations In plan which threaten attainment or standards or regulations. The 
registered professional forester who prepared the timber harvesting plan and or any other registered 
professional forester who is employed by the owner or operator, shall report to the owner and operator 
if there are deviations of any sort from the plan which In his judgment threaten the attainment of the 
resource conservation standards or other regulations promulgated punuant to this chapter. 

'583.5. Dlsdpllnary action for material misstatement ln n11na or plan or report. If the board finds 
that the registered professional forester has made any material misswemeot in the filing of any timber 
harvestin& plan or report under this chapter, it shall take disciplinary action against him as provided under 
Section 775. 

4584. Exempt actiritls. Upon determining that the exemption is consistent with the purposes of this 
chapter, the board may exempt from this chapter or portions thereof, any person enJaged in forest 
management whose activities are limited to any of the following: 

(a) The cutting or removal of trees for the purpose of constructin& or maintaining a right-of-way for 
utility lines . 

(b) The planting, growing, nunuring, shaping, shearing, removal, or harvest of immature trees for 
Christmas trees or other ornamental purposes or minor forest products, including fuelwood. 
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(c) The cutting or removal of dead, dying, or diseased trees of any size. 
(d) Site preparation. 
(e) Maintenance of drainage facilities and soil stabilization treatments. 
(t) Timber operations on land managed by the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
(g) The one-time conversion of less than three acres to a nontimber use. 
(h) Easements granted by a right-<>f-way construction agreement administered by the federal 

government if any timber sales and operations within or affecting these areas are reviewed and conducted 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 4321 et seq.). 

(i) The cutting, removal, or sale of timber or other solid wood forest products from the species Taxus 
brevifolia (Pacific yew), provided that the lcnown locations of any stands of this species three inches and 
larger in diameter at breast height are identified in the exemption notice submitted to the department. 
Nothing in this subdivision is intended to authorize the peeling of bark from, or the cutting or removal 
of, Taxus brevifolia within a watercourse and lake protection zone, special treatment area, buffer wne, 
or other area where timber harvesting is prohibited or otherwise restricted pursuant to board rules. 

(j) (I) The cutting or removal of trees in compliance with Sections 4290 and 4291 which eliminates 
the vertical continuity of vegetative fuels and the horizontal continuity of tree crowns for the purpose of 
reducing flammable materials and maintaining a fuelbreak for a distance of not more than 150 feet on 
each side from an approved and permitted Group R occupancy, as defined in the Uniform Building Code 
and adopted in Part 2 (commencing with Section 1201) of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations, 
when that cutting or removal is conducted in compliance with this subdivision. 

(2) (A) The cutting or removal of trees pursuant to this subdivision shall be limited to cutting or 
removal that will result in a reduction in the rate of fire spread, fire duration and intensity, fuel 
ignitability, or ignition of the tree crowns and shall be in accordance with any regulations adopted by the 
board pursuant to this section. 

(B) Trees may not be cut or removed pursuant to this subdivision by the clearcutting 
regeneration method, by the seed tree removal step of the seed tree regeneration method, or by the 
shelterwood removal step of the shelterwood regeneration method. 

(3) (A) Surface fuels, including logging slash and debris, low brush, and deadwood which could 
promote the spread of wildfire shall be chipped, burned, or otherwise removed from all areas of timber 
operations within 45 days from the date of commencement of timber operations pursuant to this 
subdivision. 

(B) (i) All surface fuels, that are not chipped, burned, or otherwise removed from all areas of 
timber operations within 45 days from the date of commencement oftimber operations may be determined 
to be a nuisance and subject to abatement by the department or the city or county having jurisdiction. 

(ii) The costs incurred by the department, city, or county, as the case may be, to abate the 
nuisance upon any parcel of land subject to the timber operations, including, but not limited to, 
investigation, boundary determination, measurement, and other related costs, may be recovered by special 
assessment and lien against the parcel of land by the department, city, or county. The assessment may 
be collected at the same time and in the same manner as ordinary ad valorem taxes, and shall be subject 
to the same penalties and the same procedure and sale in case of delinquency as is provided for ad 
valorem taxes. 

(4) All timber operations conducted pursuant to this subdivision shall conform to applicable city 
or county general plans, city or county implementing ordinances, and city or county zoning ordinances. 
Nothing in this paragraph is intended to authorize the cutting, removal, or sale of timber or other solid 
wood forest products within an area where timber harvesting is prohibited or otherwise restricted pursuant 
to the rules or regulations adopted by the board. 

(S) (A) The board shall adopt regulations, initially as emergency regulations in accordance with 
subparagraph (B), that the board considers necessary to implement and to obtain compliance with this 
subdivision. 

(B) The emergency regulations adopted pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall be adopted in 
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accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) ofPart 
I of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code). The adoption of emergency regulations shall be 
deemed to be an emergency and necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and 
safety, or general welfare. 

4584.5. Yield Tues Nothing in Section 4584 shall exempt the owner of any timber harvested from 
registering with the State Board ofEqualization or from the payment of any applicable timber yield taxes 
imposed pursuant to Section 38115 of the Revenue and Taxation Code. 

4585. Report or completion or work desaibed In plan; partial completion report. 
(a) Within one month after completion of the work described in the timber harvesting plan or 

nonindustrial timber harvest notice, excluding work for stocking, site preparation, or maintenance of 
drainage facilities and soil stabilization treatments on skid trails, roads, and landings after the plan period, 
a report shall be filed by the timber owner or the owner's agent with the department that all work, 
except stocking, site preparation, or maintenance of drainage facilities and soil stabilization treatments, 
has been completed. 

(b) Ifall of the work described in the plan has not been completed, a report may be filed annually with 
respect to a portion of the area covered by the plan which has been completed. The portion completed 
shall be adequa1ely identified on a map submitted with the report. 

4586. Inspection or completed work. Within six months of the receipt of the work completion report 
specified in Section 4585, the director shall determine, by inspection, whether the work described in the 
report has been properly completed in conformity with the rules and regulations of the board and the 
standards of this chapter. If the work has been so completed, the director shall issue a report of 
satisfactory completion of the work. If not, the director shall take such corrective action as he or she 
determines to be appropriate in accordance with Article 8 (commencing with Section 4601). 

4587. Stocldng report; standardized sampling procedure; waiver; regulations; operative date. 
(a) Within five years after completion of timber operations on an area identified in a report submitted 

pursuant to Section 4585 or nonindustrial timber harvest notice, a report ofstocking with respect to that 
area shall be filed by the timber owner or the owner's agent with the department. A separate report of 
stocking may be filed with the work completion report for those areas which meet stocking requirements 
upon completion of timber operations. The board, by regulation, shall establish one or more statistically 
valid standardized sampling procedures which shall be designed to measure the number of trees and their 
dispersion. 

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the board shall adopt regulations which specify the conditions and 
manner in which the necessity ofemploying sampling procedures may be waived. The replations shall 
provide that, in addition to any other possible conditions which may be required by the board, the 
standard sampling procedures may be waived only if the director or the director's representative and the 
timber owner or a registered professional forester acting as the owner's qent, agree that the area is 
adequately stocked to meet the standards of this chapter and any applicable rules or regulations of the 
board. The regulations shall require that, if the director or the director's representative does not agree 
that the area is so stocked, a standardized sample shall be required. 

"588. Inspection or stocking; report or satlsractory completion. Within six months of the receipt 
of the stocking report, the director shall determine, by inspection, whether the stocking has been properly 
completed. Ifso, he shall issue a report ofsatisfactory completion ofstocking. If not, he shall take such 
corrective action as he deems appropriate in accordance with the provisions of Article 8 (commencing 
with Section 4601) of this chapter. 
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4590. Tenn or plan and stock.1111 work. 
(a) (1) A timber harvestina plan is effective for a period ofnot more than three years, unless extended 

pursuant to paragraph (2). A timber harvesting plan on which work has been commenced but not 
completed may be extended by amendment for a one-year period in order to complete the work, up to 
a maximum of two one-year extemions, if (A) good cause is shown and (B) all timber operations are in 
conformance with the plan, this chapter, and all applicable rules and regulations, upon the filing of the 
notice of extension as required by this paragraph. The extension shall apply to any area covered by the 
plan for which a report has not been submitted under Section 4S8S. The notice of extension shall be 
provided to the department not sooner than 30 days, but at least 10 days, prior to the expiration date of 
the plan. The notice shall include the circumstances which prevented a timely completion of the work 
under the plan and, consistent with Section 4S83, an agreement to comply with this chapter and the rules 
and regulations of the board u they exist on the date the extension notice is filed. 

(b) Stocking work may continue for more than the effective period of the plan under subdivision (a), 
but shall be completed within five years after the conclusion of other work. 

4591. Amendments to plan; term orameodment. Amendments to the original timber harvesting plan 
may be submitted detailina proposed changes from the oriainal plan. Substantial deviations from the 
original plan shall not be undertaken until the amendment bu been filed with, and acted upon, by the 
department in accordance with Sections 4S82.7 and 4S83. An amendment may not extend the effective 
period of the plan, except as provided in Section 4S90. 

4591.1. Permissible de"fiatlons. The board shall specify by regulation those deviations which may 
be undertaken by an operator without submission of an amended plan but which must subsequently be 
reported to the department, and provide for the manner of so reporting. 

4592. Fmergency notice; contents. Notwithstandin& any other provisions of this chapter, a registered 
professional forester may in an emergency, on behalf of a timber owner or operator, file an "emergency 
notice" with the department that shall allow immediate commencement of timber operations. The 
emergency notice shall include a declaration, under penalty ofperjury, that a bona fide emergency exists 
which requires immediate harvest activities, and that any applicable timber yield taxes will be paid 
pursuant to Section 381 lS of the Revenue and Taxation Code. Those emergencies shall be defined by the 
board and may include, but are not limited to, the necessity to harvest to remove fire-killed or damaged 
timber or insect or disease-infested timber, or to undertake emergency repairs to roads. 

Article 7.5. Nonindustrial Timber Manqnnent Plan 

The State Board of Forestry shall adopt rules and rqulations to implement Article 7 .S (commencine 
with Section 4S93) of Ch.apter 8 of Part 2 of Division 4 of the Public Resources Code, not later than 
January 1, 1991. The rules and regulations shall include all of the following: 

(a) The conduct by the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection of one or more prdlarvest 
inspections of the land on which a nonindustrial timber mana&ement plan is proposed to be implemented, 
prior to the Director of Forestry and Fire Protection taking action to approve or deny the plan. 

(b) Procedures for the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to follow in conducting inspections 
of annual timber operations for which a notice is filed pursuant to Section 4S94 of the Public Resources 
Code, for purposes of determinin& (I) whether the objectives of uneven aged mana&ement and sustained 
yield are being met for each parcel or group of contiguous parcels covered by the plan, and (2) 
compliance with the plan's other provisions, any rules and regulations of the State Board of Forestry, or 
Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 4SI I) of Part 2 of Division 4 of the Public Resources Code. 

(c) Procedures for the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to follow to cancel a nonindustrial 
timber management plan pursuant to Section 4S94.7 or the Public Resources Code, or terminate timber 
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operations conducted punuant to the plan, if the objectives of uneven 1&ed management and sustained 
yitld are not being met, or there are persistent violltions that are not corrected by the landowner or 
timber operator. 

The Department shall, on or before January 1, 1998, report to the Governor and the Legislature with 
an evaluation on whether the objectives ofuneveaaged management and sustained yield are bein& met for 
ach parcel or group of contiguous parcels for which a nonindustrial timber management plan bas been 
approved punuant to this act. 

4593. Lf&islathe ftncllnp and declaration. 
(a) The Legislature finds and declares that a substantial acreage of timberlands of the state are htld by 

private nonindustrial owners and that it is the policy of the state to increase the productivity of these 
timberlands under prudent management plans to serve the public's need for timber and other forest 
products. 

(b) The Legislature further finds and declares that minimal environmental harm is caused by prudent 
management ofnonindustrial timberlands because low volume production and dispersion around the state 
of these small tracts reduces damage to aesthetics, air quality, watersheds, and wildlife. 

(c) The Legislature further finds and declares that it is the policy ofthe state to encourage prudent and 
responsible forest resource management of nonindustrial timberlands by approving nonindustrial timber 
management plans in advance and withdrawing governmental discretion to disapprove nonindustrial timber 
harvest notices submitted pursuant to the approved nonindustrial timber management plans. 

(d) It is not the intent of the Legislature by the enactment of this article to limit the penalties and the 
enforcement provisions of this chapter. 

4593.2. Deftnldons. Notwithstanding Section 4521, unless the context otherwise requires, the 
following definitions govern construction of this article: 

(a) "Nonindustrial timberlands" means timberland owned by a nonindustrial tree farmer. 
(b) "Nonindustrial tree farmer" means an owner of timberland with less than 2,SOO acres who bas an 

approved nonindustrial manaiement plan and is not primarily engaied in the manufacture of forest 
products. 

(c) "Uneven aged management" means the management of a specific forest, with the goal of 
establishing a well stocked stand of various age classes and which permits the periodic harvest of 
individual or small groups of trees to realize the yield and continually establish a new crop. 

(d) "Sustained yield" means the yitld of commercial wood that an area ofcommercial timberland can 
produce continuously at a given intensity of management consistent with required environmental 
protection and which is professionally planned to achieve over time a balance between growth and 
removal. 

(e) "Nonindustrial timber management plan" means a manaiement plan for nonindustrial timberlands 
with an objective of an uneven aaed managed timber stand and sustained yield for each parcel or group 
of contiguous parcels meeting the requirements of Section 4593.3. 

(f) "Nonindustrial timber harvest notice" means notice of timber harvest operations punuant to an 
approved nonindustrial timber management plan and meeting the requirements of Section 4594 . 

.-S93.3. Fllin& of plan; preparation; contents. A non-industrial timber management plan may be filed 
with the department in writing by a person who intends to become a nonindustrial tree farmer with the 
long-term objective of an unevenaged timber stand and sustained yield through the implementation of a 
nonindustrial timber mana&ement plan. The manaiement plan shall be prepared by a registered 
professional forester. It shall be a public record and shall include all of the following information: 

(a) The name and address of the timberland owner. 
(b) A description of the land on which the plan is proposed to be implemented, including a United 
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States Geological Survey quadrangle map or equivalent indicating the location ofall streams, the location 
of all proposed and existing logging truck roads, and indicating boundaries of all site I classification 
timberlands to be stocked in accordance with subdivision (b) of Section 4561 and any other site 
classifications if the board establishes specific minimum stocking standards for other site classifications. 

(c) A description of the silviculture methods to be applied and the type of yarding equipment to be 
used. 

(d) An outline of the methods to be used to avoid excessive accelerated erosion from timber operations 
to be conducted within the proximity of a stream. 

(e) Special provisions, if any, to protect any unique area within the boundaries of the proposed 
nonindustrial timber management plan. 

(t) A description of the existing stand, its current projected growth, alterations required to achieve the 
management objectives, the projected timber volumes and tree sizes to be available for harvest, and 
projected frequencies of harvest. 

(g) A certification by the registered professional forester preparing the plan that be or she or a designee 
bas personally inspected the plan area. 

(b) Any other information the board provides by regulation to meet its rules and the standards of this 
chapter. 

(i) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1996. 

4593.4. Notice or receipt or plan. The board shall adopt regulations regarding the notice of receipt 
of the proposed nonindustrial timber management plan. The notice shall be given within two working 
days following submission of the proposed management plan and shall be consistent with Hom vs. County 
Of Ventura, 24 Cal. 3rd 605, and all applicable laws. In adopting the regulations, the board shall take 
account of the extent of the administrative burden involved in giving the notice. The method of notice 
shall include, but not be limited to, mailed notice. The regulations may require the person submitting 
the nonindustrial timber management plan to provide to the department a list of the names and addresses 
of persons to whom the notice is to be mailed. 

4593.5. Requests for notice. The department shall provide notice of the filing of nonindustrial timber 
management plans to any person who requests, in writing, that notification. 

4593.6. Public inspection of plan; copies for interdisciplinary review; comments from public 
agencies. Upon receipt of the nonindustrial timber management plan, the department shall place it, or 
a true copy thereof, in a file available for public inspection in the county in which timber operations are 
proposed under the plan, and, for the purpose of interdisciplinary review, shall transmit a copy to the 
Department ofFish and Game, the appropriate California regional water quality control board, the county 
planning agency, and all other agencies having jurisdiction by law over natural resources affected by the 
plan. The department shall invite, consider, and respond in writing to comments received from public 
agencies to which the plan has been transmitted and shall consult with those agencies at their request. 

4593. 7. Review or plans; nOll'<Ollforming plans; denial of plans; appeals. 
(a) The director bas 45 days from the date the initial inspection is completed as provided in Section 

4604, or a longer period mutually agreed upon by the director and the person submitting the nonindustrial 
timber management plan, to review the plan to determine if the plan is in conformance with the rules and 
regulations of the board and this chapter. If the director determines that the plan is not in conformance 
with the rules and regulations of the board or this chapter, the director shall return the plan, stating his 
or her reasons and advising the person submitting the plan of the person's right to a hearing before the 
board. 

(b) If the director does not act within the time periods provided in subdivision (a). a longer period shall 
be negotiated and mutually agreed upon by the director and the person submitting the nonindustrial timber 
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management plan. If a lonaec period cuoot be mutually agreed upon, the nonindustrial timber 

management plan shall be deemed denied and returned to the person submittin& the plan. 


(c) A person to whom a plan is returned may, within 10 days from the receipt of the plan, request the 

hoard for a public hearing before the board. The board shall schedule a public hearing to review the 

plan to determine if the plan is in conformance with the rules and regulations of the board and this 

chapter. Board action shall take place within 30 days from the filing of the appeal, or a longer period 

mutually agreed upon by the board and the person filing the appeal. If the plan is not approved on appeal 

to the hoard, the director, within 10 days ofhoard action, may determine that the plan is in conformance 

if the plan is revised to bring it into full conformance with the rules and regulations of the board and this 

chapter. 
 .. 

4593.8. Amendment or approYed plan. The nonindustrial tree farmer may submit a proposed 
amendment to the approved plan and may not take any action which substantially deviates, IS defined by 
the hoard, from the approved plan until the ameodment has been filed with the director and the director 
has determined that the amendment is in compliance with the rules and regulations of the board and the 
provisions of this chapter which were in effect at the time the nonindustrial timber management plan was 
approved, in accordance with the same procedures specified in Section 4953.7. 

4593.9. Non-substantial deviations rrom plan. The non-industrial tree farmer may take actions which 
do not substantially deviate from the approved plan without the submittal of an amendment, but those 
actions shall be subsequently reported to the department. The hoard shall specify, by regulation, those 
nonsubstantial deviations which may be taken. The hoard shall specify the requirements for reporting 
those deviations. 

4593.10. Chaft&e or land ownership. In the event ofa change ofownership of the land described in 
the nonindustrial timber management plan, the plan shall expire 180 days from the date of change of 
ownership unless the new timberland owner notifies the department in writing of the change ofownership 
and his or her assumption of the plan. 

4593.11. Cancellation or plan by tree ranner. The nonindustrial tree farmer may cancel the 
nonindustrial timber management plan by submitting a written notice to the department. Once timber 
operations have commenced pursuant to a nonindustrial timber harvest notice, cancellation is not effective 
on land covered by the notice until a report of satisfactory completion has been issued pursuant to 
Sections 4585, 4586, and 4587. 

4594. Notice or banest within area COYtred by a plan; contents of notice. The nonindustrial tree 
farmer who owns, !uses, or otherwise controls or operates on all or any portion ofany timberland within 
the boundaries of an approved nonindustrial timber management plan, and who plans to harvest any of 
the timber thereon during a given year, shall file a nonindustrial timber harvest notice with the department 
in writing. A notice shall be filed prior to the harvesting of any timber and shall be effective for a 
maximum of one year from the date of filing. If the person who files the notice is not the owner of the 
timberland, the person filing the notice shall notify the timberland owner by certified mail that the notice 
has been submitted, and shall certify that mailing to the department. The notice shall be a public record 
and shall include all of the following information: 

(a) The name and address of the timber owner. 
(b) The name and address of the timber operator. 
(c) The name and address of the registered professional forester preparin& the nonindustrial timber 

harvest notice. 
(d) A description of the land on which the work is proposed to be done. 
(e) A statement that no archeological sites have been discovered in the harvest area since the approval 
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of the nonindustrial timber management plan. 
(f) A statement that no rare, threatened, or endangered plant or animal species bas been discovered in 

the harvest area since the approval of the nonindustrial timber manaaement plan. 
(g) A statement that there have been oo physical environmental changes in the harvest area that are so 

significant as to require any amendment of the nonindustrial timber harvest plan. 
(h) A certification by the registered professional forester that the notice u carried out wUI implement 

best management practice4 for protection ofthe beneficial uses ofwater, soil stability, forest productivity, 
and wildlife u required by the current rules of the board, or a certification that practices consistent with 
the original plan will not result in any significant delfldation to the beneficial uses ofwater, soil stability, 
forest productivity, or wildlife. 

(i) Special provisions, if any, to protect any unique area within the area of timber operations. 
(j) lbe expected dates of commencement and completion of timber operations during the year. 
(k) A statement that the harvesting notice conforms to the provisions of the approved management plan. 
(I) Any other information the board provides by regulation to meet its rules and the standards of this 

chapter. 
(m) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1996. 

'594.2. Deviations from plan; notice by professional fonster. lbe registered professional forester 
who prepares the nonindustrial timber management plan or prepares the notice, or any other registered 
professional forester who is employed by the owner or operator, shall report to the owner or operator 
ifthere are deviations from the plan which, in his or her judgment, threaten the attainment of the resource 
conservation standards of the plan. 

'594.4. Material misstatement by professional forester; disdpllnary ad.Ion. Ifthe board finds that 
a registered professional forester has made any material misstatement in any nonindustrial timber 
harvesting notice, nonindustrial timber manaaement plan, or report under this chapter, the board shall 
take disciplinary action against him or her as provided under Section 77S. 

'594.6. Commencement of timber operations. Notwithstanding any other provisions ofthis chapter, 
if a registered professional forester certifies by written declaration, on behalf of the timber owner or 
operator, that the nonindustrial timber harvesting notice conforms to, and mee(S the requirements of, the 
approved nonindustrial timber management plan under which it is filed, timber operations may commence 
immediately unless the notice has been filed by mailing, in which case operations may commence three 
days after the ootice has been mailed. 

'594.7. Cancellation of plan by department. If it is determined that the objectives of uneven aged 
management and sustained yield are not being met by a nonindustrial tree farmer ,or there are other 
persistent violations detected that are oot being corrected, a previously approved nonindustrial timber 
management plan shall be canceled by the department and any further timber operations under the plan 
shall be terminated. 

Article 8. Penalties and F.nforument 

4601. Penalty. Any person who willfully violates any provision of this chapter or rule or regulation 
of the board is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punishable by a fine of not more than one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) or by imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment. lbe person is guilty of a separate misdemeanor offense under this section for each 
day in which an order for corrective action issued pursuant to Section 460S or 4608 is violated. 
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4602.5. Temporary 1uspemloo of operations pmdln& judldaJ ranedits; procedures; 'riolatlom; 

penalties. 


(a) This section provides an administrative procedure to suspend timber operations temporarily while 

judicial remedies are pursued pursuant to this article. 


(b) An inspectinf forest officer may issue a written timber operations stop order if, upon reasonable 

cause, the officer determines that a timber operation is beinf conducted or is lbout to be conducted in 


•violation of this chapter or of forest practice rules adopted by the board pursuant to this chapter and that 
the violation or threatened violation would result in imminent and substantial harm to soil, water, or 
timber resources, or to fish and wildlife habitat. A atop order shall apply only to those acts or omissions 
that are the proximate cause of the violation or threatened violation. The stop order shall be effective 
immediately and tbrouabout the next day. .. 

(c) A supervising forest officer may, after an onsite investiration, extend a atop order issued pursuant 

to subdivision (b) for up to five days, excluding Saturday and Sunday, provided that be or she finds that 

the original stop order was issued upon reasonable cause. A stop order shall not be issued or extended 

for the same act or omission more than one time. 


(d) Each stop order shall Identify the specific act or omission that constitutes the violation or threatened 

violation, any timber operation that is to be stopped, and any corrective or miti&ative actions that may 

be required. The department may terminate the stop order if the responsible parties enter into a written 

agreement with the department assuring that the parties will resume operations in compliance with this 

chapter and the rules adopted by the board and will correct the violations. The department may require 

a reasonable cash deposit or bond payable to the department as a condition of compliance with the 

agreement. 


(e) Notice of the issuance of a stop order or an extension ofa stop order shall be deemed to have been 
made to all persons working on a timber operation when a copy of the written order is delivered to the 
person in charge of operations at the time the order is issued or, if DO persons are present at that time, 
then by posting a copy of the order conspicuously on the yarder or log loadina equipment at a currently 
active landin& on the timber operations. Ifno persons are present at the site of the timber operation when 
the order is issued, the lssulnr officer shall deliver a copy of the order to the timber operator either in 
person or to the operator's address of record prior to the commencement of the next work.inf day. 

(t) As used in this section, "forest officer• means a registered professional forester employed by the 
department In a civil service classification of forester II or higher rrade. 

(g) Failure of the timber operator or an employee of the timber operator, after receiving notice, to 
comply with a stop order Is a violation of this chapter and is punishable as provided in Section 4601; 
provided, however, that In all cases the timber operator, and DOI another person or the employee, shall 
be charged with this violation. In determining the penalty for any timber operator found fUilty of 
violating a validly issued stop order, the court shall take into consideration all relevant circumstances, 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

(1) The extent ofharm to soil, water, or timber resources or to fish and wildlife habitat. 
(2) Corrective action, if any, taken by the defendant. Each day or portion thereof that the violation 

continues shall constitute a new and separate offense. 
(b) Nothing In this section shall prevent a timber operator from seeking an alternative writ as 

prescribed in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 1084) of Title 1 ofPart 3 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, or as provided by any other provision of law. 

4602.6. Tf.mporary suspension ofoperations pending judicial remedies; lack of reasonable came; 
claim •&ainst public entitles; amount or damqes. Ifa timber operator believes that a forest officer 
lacked reasonable cause to issue or extend a stop order pursuant to Section 4602.S, the timber operator 
may present a claim to the St.ate Board of Control pursuant to Part 3 (commencing with Section 900) of 
Title 1 of the Government Code for compensation and damages resulting from the stopping of timber 
operations. 
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If the board finds that the forest officer Jacked reasonable cause to issue or extend the stop order, the 
board shall award a sum of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000) per day for each day the order was in effect. 

"603. Action to enforce compliance. The Attorney General may, on his own motion or at the request 
of the board, bring an action to enforce compliance with the rules and regulations of the board and the 
provisions of this chapter. 

4604. Inspection ot timber operation; periodic lmpectlons; operative date. 
(a) The department shall provide an initial inspection of the area in which timber operations are to be 

conducted within 10 days from the date of filing of the timber harvesting plan or nonindustrial timber 
management plan, or a longer period as may be mutually aareed upon by the department and the person 
submitting the plan, except that the inspection need not be made pursuant to the filing of a timber 
harvesting plan if the department determines that the inspection would not add substantive information 
that is necessary to enforce this chapter. The department shall provide for inspections, as needed, as 
follows: 

(I) During the period of commencement of timber operations. 
(2) When timber operations are welt under way. 
(3) Following completion of timber operations. 
(4) At any other times as deemed necessary to enforce this chapter. 

(b)(l) The Department of Fish and Game, the regional water quality control boards, or the State Water 
Resources Control Board, if accompanied by Department of Forestry and Fire Protection personnel and 
after 24-hour advance notification is given to the landowner, may enter and inspect land during normal 
business hours at any time after commencement of timber harvest plan activities on the land and before 
the director issues a report ofsatisfactory completion of stocking pursuant to Section 4588 or at any time 
before the end of the first winter period following the filing of a work completion report pursuant to 
Section 4585, whichever is later. Any member of the inspection party may utilize whatever measurement 
and evaluation devices, including, but not limited to, photographic equipment and temperature 
measurement devices, as determined to be necessary, when participating in an inspection of an area 
pursuant to subdivision (a) or after commencement of timber harvesting plan activities pursuant to this 
subdivision. 

(2) Photographs taken during inspections shall be clearly labeled as to time, date, and location and 
shall be the property of the department and part of the inspection record. The inspection record shall be 
subject to all provisions of the California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 
6250) of Division 7 of Title I of the Government Code). 

(3) This subdivision is not a limitation upon the authority of any agency to inspect pursuant to any 
other provision of law. 

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 1991, or on the effective date of the rules and 
regulations adopted by the State Board of Forestry pursuant to Senate Bill 1566 (Stat. 1989, ch. 1290), 
whichever date occurs first. 

"'605. Action to enjoin violations; temporary restraining order. The department may bring an action 
to enjoin the violation, or threatened violation, of any provision of this chapter or the rules and 
regulations of the board. Any such proceedings shall be in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 
3 (commencing with Section 525) of Title 7 of Part 2 of the Code of Civil Procedure. If in such a 
proceeding it shall appear from facts shown by affidavit or verified complaint that any such violation has 
occurred or is threatened, the coon may issue a temporary restraining order restraining and ordering the 
immediate discontinuance of any timber operation in which such violation has occurred or is threatened 
pending a hearing on the matter. 

The court may, upon a finding that immediate and irreparable harm is threatened to soil resources or 

199 



CALIFORNIA FOREST PRACJ1CE R~ 

the water of the state by virtue of erosion, pollution, or contamination, order the defendant to take 
appropriate emergency corrective action, authorize the department to order the defendant to take such 
action, or authorize the department to take emergency action to correct a violation of this chapter. Any 
expenses incurred by the department in taking action in conformity with such order shall be a lien upon 
the property upon which such action was taken when notice of the lien is recorded. Such lien shall be 
subject to the provisions of Section 4608. 

4606. Form or 11\lunctlve relief; bond. Ifupon a hearing to show cause why a preliminary injunction 
should not be issued, or upon a hearing ofany motion for a preliminary injunction, or if the court should 
find in any such action that any such defendant is violating, threatens to violate, or bas violated, any 
provision of this chapter or rules and regulations of the board, the court may not only order the 
discontinuance of any timber operations In which the violation has occurred, is threatening to occur, or 
is occurring, but may also enjoin any further timber operations by the defendant in this state until the 
violations complained of have been corrected or until satisfactory provisions have been approved by the 
court for the violations to be corrected at a specified date. Any defendant in such proceedings may enter 
into a written agreement with the department assuring that such defendant will resume operations in 
compliance with the provisions of this chapter or the rules and regulations of the board and correct the 
violations on such rusonable terms and conditions as the department may require. Upon approval by 
the court, any temporary restraining order, preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction may include 
or be amended to include an order that any defendant entering into such an agreement comply with the 
terms of the agreement as a condition for engaging in any timber operations enjoined by the temporary 
restraining order, preliminary injunction, or permanent injunction. The court may require a bond payable 
to the department in such amount as the court deems proper to insure correction of any such violation 
in accordance with the agreement or any other provisions required by the court. The court may make 
any other orders rusonable and necessary to carry out the intent of this article. 

"607. Correction or violatlom; expenses. The department may take such appropriate steps as are 
necessary and incur expenses to correct any violation. 

4608. Notice or corrective action; ronn; contents; senice; lien. Prior to taking any corrective 
action, other than under Section 4605, the department shall serve a written notice upon the person 
responsible for the violation. The notice shall include a statement of the corrective action to be taken, 
a date not less than 30 days from the date of service of the notice by which such corrective action is to 
be taken, and a statement that if such corrective action is not taken on or before the date specified the 
department may take corrective action and charge such person for the costs thereof pursuant to Section 
4610. The notice shall also Include a statement that if such person disagrees for any ruson with the 
proposed corrective action or with the charaing ofsuch person with the costs thereof, he may, within 10 
days from the service of the notice, request of the board a public bearin& before the board. 

The department may record such notice in each county wherein the land in violation is situated, toaether 
with a statement that any and all expenses incurred by the department in taking corrective action pursuant 
to the provisions of this article shall be a lien against the land. Upon satisfactory proof that corrective 
action has beeo completed, the department shall record a notice to that effect. 

Any expenses incurred by the department in taking such corrective action shall be a lien upon the real 
property upon which such action was taken when notice of the lien is recorded. Notice of the lien, 
particularly identifying the real property upon which such action was taken and the amount of such lien 
and naming the owner of such property, shall be recorded by the department, in the office of the county 
recorder of each county in which such property i.s situated within one year after the first item of 
expenditures by the department or within 90 days after the completion of such action, whichever first 
occurs. Upon such recordatlon, the lien shall have the same force, effect, and priority as a judgment 
lien, except that it shall attach only to the real property described in such notice and shall continue for 
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10 years from the time of the recording of such notice, unless sooner released or otherwise discharged. 
The lien may, within 10 years of the time of such recording, or within 10 years from the date of the last 
extension of the lien in the manner herein provided, be extended by recording a new notice in the office 
of the county recorder where the original notice is recorded, and from the time of such recordation the 
lien shall be extended as to such real property for 10 years, unless sooner released or otherwise 
discharged. The department may at any time release all or any portion of the real property subject to 
such lien from the lien or subordinate it to other liens and encumbrances, if it determines that the amount 
owed is sufficiently secured by a lien on other property or that the release or subordination of such lien 
will not jeopardize the collection ofsuch amount owed. A certificate by the department to the effect that 
any real property bas been released from such lien or that such lien bas been subordinated to other liens 
and encumbrances shall be conclusive evidence that the real property bas been released or that the lien 
bas been subordinated as provided in such certificate. 

4609. Action upon noncompliance with notice; public bearing by board; order. If the corrective 
action is not taken on or before the date specified in the notice served pursuant to Section 4608, the 
department may take, or contract for the taking of, such corrective action and recover the expenses of 
the corrective action as provided in Section 4610. When the person responsible makes a request for 
public hearing, the board, after at least 15 days written notice, shall hold a public bearing to bear the 
objections to the proposed action. The board may, but need not, conduct the bearing in accordance with 
the applicable provisions of Chapter S (commencing with Section 11500) ofPart 1 of Division 3 of Title 
2 of the Government Code. At the conclusion of the bearing, the board may make an order specifying 
the action to be taken by the person responsible to correct the violation, setting the time limits for such 
action, and authorizing the taking of such action by the department if the person responsible does not do 
so within the specified time. 

4610. Expenses of corrective action; debt of person responsible; collection. The expenses incurred 
by the department in taking any corrective action pursuant to this article shall be increased by two 
hundred fifty dollars ($250) or 10 percent, whichever sum is higher, as administrative costs and shall 
constitute a debt of the person responsible, and, if not paid within 10 days after written demand therefore, 
may be recovered by the department in a civil action. 

4611. Entry upon land to take corrective action; dvll liabllity. Neither the board, the department, 
nor any person authorized by the board or the department to enter upon any lands for the purpose of 
taking any corrective action pursuant to this article is liable to civil action for trespass for any acts which 
are necessary to carry out the provisions of this article. 

4612. Report on enforttmmt and penalties applied. The director shall repon to the board and the 
Legislature by January 1 of each year on the enforcement and penalties applied under this article. The 
repon shall specifically identify the location and ownership of all properties where persons were cited 
for violations requiring corrective action by the department pursuant to Section 4607, the nature and cost 
of the corrective actions, and whether all related expenses incurred by the state have been reimbursed by 
the responsible party. 

Article 9. Conversion 

4621. Application for conversion; procedure, form, fees and content to be prescribed. 
(a) Any person who owns timberlands which are to be devoted to uses other than the growing of timber 

shall file an application for conversion with the board. The board shall, by regulation, prescribe the 
procedures for, form, and content of, the application. An application for a timberland conversion permit 
shall be accompanied by an application fee, payable to the department, in an amount determined by the 
board pursuant to subdivision (b). 

201 



• • 

CALIFORNIA FORFSI' PRACI1CE RULFS 

(b) The board shall establish, by regulation, a system of graduated timberland conversion permit fees 
to finance the cost of administerina this article. 

'621.2. Proposed alternate use; lnlormatJon; ftndlnp required ror approval. 
(a) If the timberlands which are to be devoted to uses other than the arowing of timber are zoned as 

timberland production zones under Section 51112 or 51113 ofthe Government Code, the application shall 
specify the proposed alternate uae and shall include information the board determines necessary to 
evaluate the proposed alternate use. The board shall approve the application for conversion only if the 
board maltes written findings that all of the following exist: 

(1) The conversion would be In the public interest. 
(2) The conversion would not have a substantial and unmitigated adverse effect upon the continued 

timber-growing use or open-space use of other land zoned as timberland production and ailUated within 
one mile of the exterior boundary of the land upon which immediate rezoning is proposed. 

(3) The soils, slopes, and watershed conditions would be suitable for the uses proposed if the 
conversion were approved. 

(b) The existence ofan opportunity for an alter:Dativeuse of the land shall not alone be sufficient reason 
for conditionally approving an application for conversion. Conversion shall be considered only if there 
is no proximate and suitable land which is not zoned as timberland production for the alternate use not 
permitted within a timberland production zone. 

(c) The uneconomic character of the existing use shall not be sufficient reason for the conditional 
approval of conversion. The uneconomic character of the existina use may be considered only if there 
is not other reasonable or comparable timber-growing use to which the land may be put. 

(d) In the event that the board delegates its responsibilities under this section to the director pursuant 
to Section 4627, the director shall make the written findinp required by subdivision (a). In the event 
that the director denies a conversion, the applicant may request a hearing before the board within 15 days 
of the denial. The hearina shall be scheduled within 60 days from the filina of the appeal. 

'622. ConditJons for approval or appUcatJon. Approval of an applicltion for conversion shall be 
conditioned upon the aranting of the necessary rezonina or use permit if rezoning or a uae permit is 
required. Except as provided in Section 4584, all timber shall be cut pursuant to an approved conversion 
pursuant to Section 4581, excludina requirements for stocking and methods of silviculture, except that 
the timber harvesting plan required by that section need not be prepared by a registered professional 
forester, and no timber operations shall commence until the arantina of such rezoning or use permit as 
may be required and until the timberland conversion permit is recorded in the county recorder's office 
in each county wherein the timberland to be converted is located. · 

"23. Aftldavft of lntatt lo COOVtn land; additional proof of intatl. The application shall be 
accompanied by an affidavit by the applicant that the applicant has a present bona fide intent to convert 
the land to a use other than timber arowing. The board may require such additional proof of intent to 
convert as it deems necessary. 

4624. Dm1al of c:onvenlon p«tnlt; reuons. The board shall deny a timberland conversion pennit 
for any of the following re&SOns : 

(a) The applicant is not the real person in interest. 
(b) Material misrepresentation or false statanent in the application. 
(c) The applicant does not have a bona fide intention to convert the land. 
(d) The failure or refusal of the applicant to comply with the rules and reau]ations of the board and 

the provisions of this chapter. 
(e) The failure of the proposed alternate use in the application to meet the findings required in 

subdivision (a) of Section 4621 .2 and other provisions of that section. 
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4624.5. Hearing on denial or pennlt. A person whose application for a timberland conversion permit 
has been denied shall be entitled to a hearing before the board pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing with 
Section 11500) of Part I of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code. 

4625. Approval of application ror pennlt. If the board finds the applicant does have a bona fide 
intention to convert the land, it shall approve the application, authorizing the applicant to cut and remove 
any and all trees, provided that he otherwise complies with this chapter. 

4626. Revocation of pennlt. If at any time the board finds that the applicant has failed to conform 
to the intent to convert, as set forth in the application and proof, the board may revoke the permit and 
require full compliance with this chapter. Any permit revocation shall be recorded in the same manner 
as the original permit. 

4627. Delegation or authority. The board may, by regulation, delegate its authority and 
responsibilities under this article to the director if it determines that the director can more efficiently 
exercise such authority and carry out such responsibilities. 

4628. Exemptions from regulations; right~r-way construction or maintenance; subdivision 
development. 

(a) Notwithstanding any provision ofthis article or of Section 4581, no public agency shall be required 
to submit a timber harvesting plan or file an application for conversion with the board where the purpose 
of its timber operations is to construct or maintain a right-of-way on its own or on any other public 
property. 

(b) Removal of trees for subdivision development, except on lands zoned as a timberland production 
wne pursuant to Section 51112 or SI 113 of, and as defined in subdivision (g) of Section 51104, of the 
Government Code, where the subdivision has had a tentative subdivision map approved and a subdivision 
use permit granted by the city or county having jurisdiction, may be exempted by regulation from the 
provisions of this article, if the exemption is consistent with the purposes of this chapter. 

Pertinent Excerpts lrom the Wild and Scm!c Rivers Act 

Public Resources Code, Division 5, Chapter 1.4. 

5093.50. Legislative declaration. It is the policy of the State of California that certain rivers which 
possess extraordinary scenic, recreational, fishery, or wildlife values shall be preserved in their free­
tlowing state, together with their immediate environments, for the benefit and enjoyment of the people 
of the state. The Legislature declares that such use of these rivers is the highest and most beneficial use 
and is a reasonable and beneficial use of water within the meaning of Section 2 of Article X of the 
California Constitution. It is the purpose of this chapter to create a California Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System to be administered in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

5093.51. Definitions. As used in this chapter: 
(a) "Secretary" means the Secretary of the Resources Agency. 
(b) "Resources Agency• means the Secretary of the Resources Agency and such constituent units of 

the Resources Agency as the secretary deems necessary to accomplish the purposes of this chapter. 
(c) "River• means the water, bed, and shoreline of rivers, streams, channels, lakes, bays, estuaries, 

marshes, wetlands and lagoons, up to the first line of permanently established riparian vegetation. 
(d) "Free-flowing" means existing or flowing without artificial impoundment, diversion, or other 

modification of the river. The presence of low dams, diversion works, and other minor structures shall 
not automatically bar any river's inclusion within the system; provided, however, that this subdivision 
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shall oot be construed to authorize or encourage future construction of such structures on any component 

of the system. 


(e) "System" means the California Wild and Scenic Riven System. 
(t) "Land use regulation• means the regulation by any state or local governmental entity, agency, or 

official of any activities which take place other than directly on the waters of the segments of the rivers 
designated in Section S093.S4. • 

(g) "Director" means the Director of Fish and Game. 
(h) "Immediate environments" means the land immediately adjacent to the segments of the rivers 


designated in Section S093.S4. 

(i) "Special treatment areas• means, for the purpose of this chapter, those areas defined as special 


treatment areas in Section 89!1.1 ofTitle 14 of the California Administrative Code, as in effect on January 

1, 1981, as such definition is applicable to wild and scenic river segments designated from time to time 

in Section 5003.!14. 

(j) "Board" means the Board of Forestry. 

5093.53. Classlncation of rivers. Those rivers or segments of rivers included in the system shall be 

classified as one of the following: 


(a) Wild rivers, which are those rivers or segments of rivers that are free of impoundments and 

generally inaccessible except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters 

unpolluted. 


(b) Scenic rivers, which are those rivers or segments of rivers that are free of impoundments, with 
shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessible in places 

by roads. 


(c) Recreational rivers, which are those rivers or segments of rivers that are readily accessible by road 
or railroad, that may have some development along their shorelines, and that may have undergone some 
impoundment or diversion in the past. 

5093.54. Componmts of systems. The following rivers and segments thereof are designated as 
components of the system: 

(a) Klamath River. The main stem from 100 yards below Iron Gate Dam to the Pacific Ocean; the 
Scott River from the mouth of Shackleford Creek west of Fort Jones to the river mouth near Hamburg; 
the Salmon River from Cecilville Bridge to the river mouth near Somesbar; the North Fork of the Salmon 
River from the intersection ofthe river with the south boundary ofthe Marble Mountain Wilderness Area 
to the river mouth; Wooley Creek from the western boundary of the Marble Mountain Wilderness Area 
to its confluence with the Salmon River. 

(b) Trinity River. The main stem from 100 yards below Lewiston Dam to the river mouth at 
Weitchpec; the North Fork of the Trinity from the intenection of the river with the southern boundary 
of the Salmon-Trinity Primitive Area downstream to the river mouth at Helena; New River from the 
intersection of the river with the southern boundary of the Salmon-Trinity Primitive Area downstream 
to the river mouth near Burnt Ranch; South Fork of the Trinity from the junction of the river with State r• 
HiJbway Route 36 to the river mouth near Salyer. 

(c) Smith River. The uW.n stem from the confluence of the Middle and South Forks to its mouth at 
the Pacific Ocean; the Middle Fork from its source about three miles south of Sanger Lake as depicted 
on 19!16 USGS lS' "Preston Peak" topoifaphic map to the middle of Section 7 Tl7N RSE; the Middle 
Fork from the middle of Section 7 Tl7N RSE to the middle of Section 6 T17N RSE; the Middle Fork 
from the middle of Section 6 T17N RSE to one-half mile upstream from the confluence with Knopki 
Creek; the Middle Fork from on&-half mile upstream from the con.ftuence with Knopk.i Creek to the 
confluence with the South Fork; Mynle Creek from its source In Section 9 T17N RIE as depicted on 
19!12 USGS IS' "Crescent City" topographic map to the middle of Section 28 T17N RIE; Mynle Creek, 
from the middle of Section 28 T17N RIE to the confluence with the Middle Fork; Shelly Creek from its 
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source in Section 1 T18N RJE as depicted on 19S1 USGS IS' "Gasquet" topographic map to the 
confluence with Patrick Creek; Kelly Creek from its source in Section 32 Tl7N RJE as depicted on 19S1 
USGS IS' "Gasquet" topographic map to the confluence with the Middle Fork; Packsaddle Creek from 
its source about 0.8 miles southwest of Broken Rib Mountain as depicted on 1956 USOS IS' "Preston 
Peak" topographic map to the eastern boundary of Section 3 T17N RlE; Pacbaddle Creek from the 
eastern boundary of Section 3 Tl7N R4E to the northern boundary of Section 3 Tl7N R4E; Packsaddle 
Creek from the northern boundary of Section 3 T17N R4E to the confluence with the Middle Fork; East 
Fork Patrick Creek from its source in Section 10 T18N R3E as depicted on 1951 USGS IS' "Gasquet" 
topographic map to the confluence with West Fork Patrick Creek; West Fork Patrick Creek from its 
source in Section 18 T18N R3E as depicted on 19Sl IS' "Gasquet• topographic map to the confluence 
with East Fork Patrick Creek; Griffin Creek from its source about 0.2 miles southwest of Hazel View 
Summit as depicted on 1956 USGS IS' "Preston Peak" topographic map to the confluence with the 
Middle Fork; Knopld Creek from its source about 0.-4 miles west of Sanger Peak as depicted on 1956 
USGS IS' "Preston Peak" topographic map to the confluence with Middle Fork; Monkey Creek from its 
source in the northeast quadrant of Section 12 Tl8N R3E as depicted on 19S1 USGS lS' "Gasquet" 
topographic map to the northern boundary of Section 26 T18N R3E; Monkey Creek from the northern 
boundary of Section 26 T18N R3E to the confluence with the Middle Fork; Patrick Creek from the 
junction of the East and West Forks of Patrick Creek to the confluence with Middle Fork; the North fork 
from the California-Oregon boundary to the confluence with an unnamed tributary in the northern quarter 
Section S T18N R2E as depicted on 19Sl USGS IS' "Gasquet• topographic map; the North Fork from 
the confluence with an unnamed tributary in northern quarter of Section S T18N R2E to the southernmost 
intersection of eastern boundary Section S T18N R2E as depicted on 19Sl USGS lS' "Gasquet" 
topographic map; the North Fork from the southern-most intersection of eastern boundary Section STl8N 
R2E as depicted on 19SI USGS lS' "Gasquet" topographic map to the confluence with Stony Creek; the 
North Fork from the confluence with Stony Creek to the confluence with Middle Fork; Diamond Creek 
from the California-Oregon state boundary to the confluence with High Plateau Creek; Diamond Creek 
from the confluence with Hip Plateau Creek to the confluence with the North Fork; Bear Creek from 
its source in Section 24 T18N R2E as depicted on 19SI USGS lS' "Gasquet• topographic map to the 
confluence with Diamond Creek; Still Creek from its source in Section 11 TlBN R1E as depicted on 19S2 
USGS IS' "Crescent City" topographic map to the confluence with the North Fork Smith River; North 
Fork Diamond Creek from the California-Oregon state boundary to the confluence with Diamond Creek; 
High Plateau Creek from its source in Section 26 TlBN R2E as depicted on 19S1 USGS IS' "Gasquet" 
topographic map to northern boundary Section 23 T18N R2E; Hip Plateau Creek from the northern 
boundary Section 23 T18N R2E to the confluence with Diamond Creek; the Sisldyou Fork from its 
source about 0. 7 miles southeast ofBroken Rib Mountain as depicted on 1956 USGS IS' "Preston Peak" 
topographic map to the confluence with the South Siskiyou Fork; the Siskiyou Fork from its confluence 
with the South Siskiyou Fork to the confluence with the Middle Fork; the South Siskiyou Fork from its 
source about 0.6 miles southwest of Buck Laite as depicted on 1956 USGS IS' "Preston Peak" 
topographic map to the confluence with the Sisldyou Fork; the South Fork from its source about O.S miles 
southwest of Bear Mountain as depicted on 1956 USGS IS' "Preston Peak" topographic map to 
Blackhawk Bar; the South Fork from Black Hawk Bar to the confluence with the Middle Fork; Williams 
Creek from its source in Section 31 Tl4N R-4E as depicted on 19S2 USGS 15' "Ship Mountain" 
topographic map to the confluence with Eight Mile Creek; Eight Mile Creek from its source in Section 
29 T14N R4E as depicted on 19S5 USGS lS' "Dillon Mountain" topographic map to the confluence with 
the South Fork; the Prescott Fork from its source about O.S miles southeast of Island Laite as depicted 
on 19S5 USGS IS' "Dillon Mountain" topographic map to the confluence with the South Fork; Quartz 
Creek from its source in Section 31 T16N R4E as depicted on 19S2 USGS 15' "Ship Mountain" 
topographic map to the confluence with the South Fork; Jones Creek from its source in Section 36 Tl6N 
RJE as depicted on 19S2 USGS lS' "Ship Mountain" topographic map to the middle of Section S TlSN 
RJE; Jones Creek from the middle of Section S TlSN RJE to the confluence with the South Fork; 
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Hurdygurdy Creek from its source about 0.4 miles southwest of Bear Basin Butte as depicted on 1956 
USGS 15' "Preston Peak" topoJl'IPhic map to the confluence with the South Fork; Gordon Creek from 
its source in Section 18 Tl6N R3E u depicted on 1951 USGS 15' "Gasquet" topographic map to the 
confluence with the South Fork; Coon Creek from the junction of the two-source tributaries in the 
southwest quadrant of Section 31 Tl7N R3E as depicted on 1951 USGS 15' "Gasquet" topographic map 
to the western boundary Section 14 Tl6N R2E Coon Creek from the western boundary Section 14 Tl6N 
R2E to the confluence with the South Fork; Craigs Creek from its source in Section 36 Tl7N R2E as 
depicted on 1951 USGS 15' "Gasquet" topographic map to the confluence with the South Fork; Buck 
Creek from its source at Cedar Camp Spring u depicted on 1952 USGS 15' "Ship Mountain" topographic 
map to the confluence with the South Fork; Muzzleloader Creek from its source in Section 2 TlSN R3E 
as depicted on 1952 USGS 15' "Ship Mountain" topographic map to the confluence with Jones Creek; • 
Canthook Creek from its source in Section 2 Tl5N.R2E u depicted on 1952 USGS 15' "Ship Mountain" 
topographic map to the confluence with Jones Creek; Canthook Creek from its source in Section 2 TlSN 
R2E as depicted on 1952 USGS 15' "Ship Mountain" topographic map to the confluence with South Fork. 

(d) Eel River. The main stem from 100 yards below Van AndaleDam to the Pacific Ocean; the South 
Fork of the Eel from the mouth of Section Four Creek near Branscomb to the river mouth below W eott; 
Middle Fork of the Eel from the intersection of the river with the southern boundary of the Middle Eel­
Yolla BoJly Wilderness Area to the river mouth at Dos Rios; North Fork of the Eel from the Old Gilman 
Ranch downstream to the river mouth near Ramsey; Van Duzen River from Dinsmores Bridge 
downstream to the river mouth near Fortuna. 

(e) American River. The North Fork from its source to the Iowa Hill Bridge; the Lower American 
from Nimbus Dam to its junction with the Sacramento River. 

(f)(l) West Walker River. The main stem from its source to the confluence with Rock Creek near the 
town of Walker; Leavitt Creek from Leavitt Falls to the confluence with the main stem of the West 
Walker River. 

(2) Carson River. The East Fork from the Hangman's Bridge crossing of State Highway Route 89 
to the California Nevada border. 

(3) The Legislature finds and declares that, because the East Fork Carson River and West Walker 
River are interstate streams, and a source ofagricultural water and domestic water for communities within 
the counties ofAlpine and Mono where they originate, it is necessary that the following special provisions 
apply: 

(A) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to prohibit the replacement of diversions or 
changes in the purpose of use, place of use, or point of diversion under existin& water rights, except that 
(i) no such replacement or change shall operate to increase the adverse effect, if any, of the preexisting 
diversion facility or place or purpose of use, upon the free-flowing condition and natural character of the 
stream, and (ii) after January 1, 1990, no new diversion shall be constructed unless and until the secretary 
determines that the facility is needed to supply domestic water to the residents of any county through 
which the river or segment flows and that the facility will not adversely affect the free-flowin& condition 
and natural character of the stream. ,,(B) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as quantifyin& or otherwise affecting any equitable 
apportionment, or as establishing any upper limit, between the State ofCalifornia and the State of Nevada 
of the waters of these streams. 

(g) Other rivers which qualify for inclusion in the system may be recommended to the Legislature by 
the secretary. 

5093.68. Special treatmmt areas; provisions appUcable; timber operations stop orders. 
(a) Within the boundaries of special treatment areas, all of the following provisions shall apply, in 

addition to any other provisions whether by statute or regulation: 
{I) A timber operator, whether licensed or not, shall be responsible for the actions of his or her 

employ~ . The registered professional forester who prepares and signs a timber harvesting plan, a 
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timber manaiement plan, or a notice of timber operations shall be responsible for its contents but shall 
not be responsible for implementation or execution ofthe plan or notice unless employed for that purpose. 

(2) AIJ.y registered professional forester preparing a timber harvest plan shall certify that he or she 
or a qualified representative has personally inspected the plan area on the ground. 

(3) Any person operating within the special treatment area who willfully violates any provision of 
Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 4511) of Division 4 or any rule or regulation of the State Board of 
Forestry adopted pursuant thereto that results in significant environmental damage shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than five hundred ($500) or more than five thousand dollars 
($5,000) or imprisonment for not more than one year in the county jail, or both. The person shall also 
be subject to civil damages to the state not to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for each 
misdemeanor violation. 

(4) The Director of Forestry may require a bond or other evidence of financial responsibility from 
any timber operator whose ability to pay the civil damages provided for herein is reasonably deemed to 
be uncertain. 

(b) In order to temporarily suspend timber operations which are being conducted within special 
treatment areas adjacent to wild and scenic rivers designated pursuant to Section 5093 .S4, while judicial 
remedies are pursued pursuant to this section, an inspecting forest officer of the Department ofForestry 
may issue a written timber operations stop order if, upon reasonable cause, the officer determines that 
a timber operation is being conducted or is about to be conducted in violation of Chapter 8 (commencing 
with Section 451 I) of Division 4, or of rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, and that the 
violation or threatened violation would result in imminent and substantial damage to soil, water, or timber 
resources or to fish and wildlife habitat. A stop order shall apply only to those acts or omissions that 
are the proximate cause of the violation or that are reasonably foreseen would be the proximate cause of 
a violation. The stop order shall be effective immediately and throughout the next day. 

(c) A supervising forest officer may, after an onsite investigation, extend a stop order issued pursuant 
to subdivision (b) for up to five days, excluding Saturday and Sunday, provided that he or she finds that 
the original stop order was issued upon reasonable cause. A stop order shall not be issued or extended 
for the same act or omission more than one time. 

(d) Each stop order shall identify the specific act or omission that constitutes a violation or that is 
foreseen would constitute a violation, the specific timber operation that is to be stopped, and any 
corrective or mitigative actions that may be required. 

(e) The Department ofForestry may terminate the stop order ifthe timber operator enters into a written 
agreement with the department assuring that he or she will resume operations in compliance with the 
provisions ofChapter 8 (commencing with Section 4511) ofDivision 4, and with the rules and regulations 
adopted pursuant thereto, and will correct any violation. The department may require a reasonable cash 
deposit or bond payable to the department as a condition of compliance with the agreement. 

(t) Notice of the issuance of a stop order or an extension of a stop order shall be deemed to have been 
made to all persons working on the timber operation when a copy of the written order is delivered to the 
person in charge of operations at the time the order is issued or, if no persons are present at that time, 
then by posting a copy of the order conspicuously on the yarder or log loading equipment at a currently 
active landing on the timber operations site. If no persons are present at the site when the order is issued, 
the issuing officer shall deliver a copy of the order to the timber operator either in person or to the 
operator's address of record prior to the commencement of the next working day. 

(i) As used in this section, "forest officer" means a registered profe,,sional forester employed by the 
Department of Forestry in a civil service classification of forester Il or hi&her grade. 

(h) (1) Failure of the timber operator or an employee of the timber operator, after receiving notice 
pursuant to this section, to comply with a validly issued stop order is a violation of this section and is 
punishable as provided in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a); provided, however, that in all cases, the 
timber operator, and not an employee of the operator or any other person, shall be charged with that 
violation. Each day or portion thereof that the violation continues shall constitute a new and separate 
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offense. 
(2) In determining the penalty for any timber operator guilty of violating a validly issued atop order, 

the court shall take into consideration all relevant circumstances, including, but oot limited to, the 
following: 

(A) The extent ofharm to soil, water, or timber resources or to fish and wildlife habitat. 
(B) Corrective action, if any, taken by the defendant. ' (i) Nothing in this section shall prevent a timber operator from seeking an alternative writ as prescribed 

in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 1084) of Title 1 of Part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure, or as 
provided by any other provision of law. 

(j) (1) If a timber operator believes that a forest officer lacked reasonable cause to issue or extend a •stop order pursuant to this section, the timber operator may present a claim to the State Board of Control 
pursuant to Part 3 (commencing with Section 900) of Title 1 of the Government Code for compensation 
and damages resulting from the stopping of timber operations. 

(2) If the State Board of Control finds that the forest officer lacked reasonable cause to issue or 
extend the stop order, the board shall award a sum of not less than one hundred dollars ($100), oor more 
than one thousand dollars ($1,000), per day for each day the order was in effect. 
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