COMMUNITY SAFETY

The urban and naturanvironments of Agoura Hills contain a number of hazards

that require special consideration and treatment in the land use planning process
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conditions, wildland and urban firestime, and hazardous materials. Protection

from the risks of natural and mamade hazards, crime, and disease are essential

in establishing a sense of wéking for residents and important considerations

in attracting new businesses to the City that wilbvide quality jobs. Goals and

policies in this chapter strive to reduce hazant&luding the effects of climate

change mitigate noise impacts, provide for emergency response strategies, and

coordinate emergency response agencies.
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Hazard Mitigation Plan (2018) was prepared by the Las Virgdaébu COG to
meet the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000. The 2018 version updated the original
2005 MultiJurisdiction Hazard Mitigationd. The City of Agoura Hills is one of
five cities in the COG, along with the cities of Malibu, Westlake Village, Calabasas
and Hidden Hills. The mission of the Mulltirisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan is

to promote soundbublic policy and programs ihé City of Agoura Hills and other
COG member cities to protect the public, critical facilities, infrastructure, private
and public properties, and the environment from natural and human generated
hazards.The Hazard Mitigation Plan contains risk assessmeamd hazard
mitigation goals and strategies. It addresses areas of earthquake, wildfire, climate
change, energy disruption, landslide and debris flows, windstorm, and
flood/severe winter storm, among other topicEhe Las Virgenddalibu Council

of Govery S v (i Q a&-Juriadifiolah Hazard Mitigation Plan is_incorporated
herein by reference. The hazard and risk reduction strategies contained in the
Hazard Mitigation Plan are complementary to the goals and policies of the
General Plan.

A. Flood Hazards (S)

Thelas VirgeneMalibu area including the City of Agoura Hills,situated near

the western portion of the Santa Monica Mountains and has experienced flooding
in_the past from major winter storm eventslthough there has been no
significant historic floodlig. Flooding poses a threat to life and safety and can
cause severe damage to public and private property. Due to the natural
mountainous terrain as well as changes in the landscape (due to development)
and natural disasters such as wildfire, flooding ba a factor in the area.
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In Agoura Hills, potential flood hazards may result
from overflow of natural watercourses and ma
made drainage systems due to excessive and unu
storm runoff. Agoura Hills doe®nhhave a significant
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and storm drainage system generally have suffici

capacity to adequately protect developed areas fro&
excessive storm runoff. However, heavy rains c

result in flooding on ® roadways such as alongriood control and storm water
Thousand Oaks Boulevard near Lake Lindero Difi/@lities

FigureS1 (Hazards) display$ederal Emergency

Management AgencyFEMA:-recognized zones subject to flooding and other

hazards within the communityFhefollowing-goal-angeliciesprovide-the-Gity
with-guidance-inreducingpresentand-future flood-hazards.

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works (LACDPW) presently owns
and maintains three major flood control facilities in Agoura Hills. These facilities
are the Linlero Canyon Channel, the Chesebro Canyon Channel, and parts of
Medea Creek. Two major drainage channels not maintained by the LACDPW are
the Palo Comado Canyon and Liberty Canyon. With the exception of the Palo
Comado Canyon, these drainages are unchame@lor are maintained asems

natural and are located in open space corridors.

f The Lindero Canyon Channel provides flood protection for the west
drainage flow from Lindero Canyon. This canyon extends into Ventura
County well beyond the City of Agoura Kithortherly boundary.

9 The Chesebro Canyon Channel provides controlled drainage for the east
drainage area of the City. Chesebro Canyon Channel intercepts the flows
from Chesebro Canyon, and Palo Comado Canyon. Both canyons extend
into VenturaCounty beyond the City of Agourailld northern boundary
line.

1 Medea Creek is partially improved betwedgoura Roadnd north to
the Ventura Countyline. Medea Creek provides flood control protection
for the central drainage area of the City. Medea Creek intercépts
from Medea Creek&yon, extending into Ventura Coynt

The following goalsnd poicies provide the City with guidance in reducing
present and future flood hazards.

GoalsS1
Protection from Flood Hazards. Minimize risk to residents

Residents workers, and visitorsthat—are—protested from flood

hazards.
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Policies

S1.1 Coordination of Drainage ImprovementsLocate and improve
deficiencies in the storm drain system to prevent local flooding
problems in the City(Imp U-21)

S1.2 New Development. Require new development to upgrade storm
drains to handle the increased runoff generated from the development
sites in accordance with adopted City standards, which include but are
not limited to Los Angeles County Public Works Design Mar{lrals
U-20,U-22)

S1.3 Facility Use or Storage of Hazardous MateriaRequire that all
facilities storing, using, or otherwise involved with substantial
guantities of onsite hazardous materials within flood zones comply
with applicable standards of elevation, ameing, and flood proofing,
and that hazardous materials be stored in watertight contain@rsp
S1)

S1.4 SEMS Plan.9 y a dzZNB (K GKS /AGeqQa {GFyRFNRAT SR
Management System (SEMS) Plan is evaluated annually and revised as
required, that the currat mitigation strategies addressing flood
hazards are implemented, and that effective public outreach and
education are includedimp S2)

S15 Preservation of Flood Plaindreservation of flood plains as open
space shall be considered, as feasible, @s alternative to
channelization(Imp S-3)

S1.6 Floodplain RequirementsRegulate development within floodplains in
accordance with the County, state and federal requirements, and
YEAYGFrAY GKS [/ AGeQa StAaroAtAide dzyRSNJ (GKS
Program (ImpS1)

S1.7 Flood Mitigation DesignRequire that new development incorporates
sufficient measures to mitigate flood hazards, including the design of
on-site drainage systems linking with citywide storm drainage, grading
of the site so that runoff does not impact adjacent properties or
strudures on the site, and elevation of any structures above any
flooding elevation(Imp U-19,U-20,U-21,U-22,S1)

S1.8 Natural Infrastructure. Incorporate and/or restore naturally occurring
landscape features and ecosystem processes in development tgojec
to_mitigate flood danger, purify and store water, and reduce urban
storm water runoff to the extent feasible. Consider such natural
infrastructure as_riparian buffers, wetlands, urban forestry, and
permeable paverslihp S14)

S1.9 Development in Flod Zones Limit new development in Flood Zones
A and AEjn accordance with the Federal Emergency Management
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Agency (FEMA) and City Building Code requiremesnts, assess
properties for flooding vulnerabilities in these zondmp S1, S15)

Public Outreach and EducatiofProvide public outreach, education

S1.11

and engagement by communicating flood warning and severe weather
event information and appropriate responses to the public, such as
areas to avoid(imp, S16,S523)

Flooding Emergenc Evacuation Plan Develop an emergency

S1.12

evacuation plan for flooding and develop an emergency evacuation
notification system (Imp S16, S20)

Roadway and TransportationFacilities Identify roadway and

$1.13

transportation facility improvements needed within the Cityabdress
flooding, and coordinate with relevant transportation agencies to
implement the improvementsImp S16)

Siting of Critical Facilities anbhfrastructure. Encourage the location

S1.14

and development of new essential pubh&cilities outside of flood
hazard zones to the extent feasiblémp S17)

Coordination with Flood Protection Agenciellaintain a cooperative

working relationship withthe County of Los Angeles Flood Control
District and other public agencies tensure the structural and
operational inteqrity of essential public facilities during floodifionp

S$18)
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B. Geological and Seismic
Hazards (S)

Slope Stability Hazards

Slope stability is a major environmental concern in the developed hillside areas

of the City. Several areas are prone to such stability probles landslides,

mudslides, slumping, and rockfalls. Development occurring within close proximity

G2 (GKSasS 3S2t23A0 O2yRAGAZ2YA Y& SyRIy3
occurred in the mountainous portions of Agoura Hills. (Figedg

Shallow slpe failures, such as mudslides and slumping, have occurred in the City,
especially where graded cut and fill slopes have been poorly constructed or not
properly maintained. Mudslides have the potential to occur with great
suddenness and destructive fordeereby constituting a significant threat to life

and property in hillside areas. Soil slumping is a slower process that can also
potentially cause extensive structural damage, although it is not as life
threatening as the other soil stability hazards. Kalls are generally associated
with seismic groundshaking and are a potential hazard for developments located
at the base of steep slopes that have fractured rock outcroppings. Rockfall hazard
is greatest during strong earthquakes.

Expansive Soil Hazard

Soils that expand when exposed to water are considered expansive soils. Another
important concern is the shrink/swell behavior and eitaitity of soils in the City.
Ungraded native soils in the lowland portions of the City exhibit the highest
potential for shrinkage and swelling, and would have to be removed or
extensively modified before development could occur.

Soil Erosion Hazard

Soil erosion typically results from concentrated runoff on unprotected slopes or
along unlined stream channels. Saribsion has largely been reduced throughout
most of the City due to soil coverage by various land uses and the construction of
flood control facilities. However, the undeveloped hillside and mountainous areas
of the City could experience substantial eragsiftom runoff if the vegetation
cover is destroyed by brushfire or removed by grading operations.

Seismic Hazards
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the Simg¢Santa Rosa Fault, Oak Ridge Fault, and San Cayedaito The Simi
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Santa Rosa Fault is approximatelgnifes from Agoura Hills and the Oak Ridge
Fault and San Cayetano Fault are located 17 miles and 18 miles from the City
respectively.

The AlquistPriolo Special Studies Zone Act requires the State Gebltgi
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within the zones. No Alquid®riolo Special Studies Zones have been identified

within the City of Agoura Hills.

Landslides

Although landslides can result from improper grading practices, no major
structural damage apparently has occurred in the City as a result ofskxed
bedrock instability triggered by grading practices. Superficideslihowever,
have occurred locally on graded eamdHill slopes in a few tract developments.
One such problem area has been in Liberty Canyon, south of the Ventura
Freeway. The majority of shalleslope failures occur on the moderate-steep,
soilcovered natural slopegtigureS2 (Landslide Areas) displays areas subject to
landslides within the community

Subsidence

The phenomenon of widespread land sinking, or subsidence, is generally related
to the over pumping of groundwater or petroleum reservesorfr deep
underground reservoirs. Subsidence is not related to any surface activity. No
recognized subsidence has been identified in the City.

Because of the generally limited groundwater resources contained in the
relatively shallow alluvial basin, and besa of the low probability of significant
future oil production, the likelihood of significant subsidence occurring in the City
is considered very minimal.

Local Seepage Problems

Surfacing groundwater causing boggy ground, or heavy rains giving rise to
ephemeral springs, may occur locally because of the natural or artificial barriers
to subsurface water flow. Such areas are generally known from historic records.
New grading activities, however, may encounter other springs or seepage areas.
In most instancessurfacing water is a nuisance problem rather than a hazard to
building sites or slope stability. Nevertheless, the need for mitigation measures
during development should be anticipated in potentially affected areas.
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