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• Insura nce , Lia bility
• Permit t ing a nd  CEQA
• Rigid  cont ra ct  t e rms
• Wa ge  a nd  la bor cha llenges
• Clima te  cha nge  
• Unp red icta ble  wea t he r
• Cont ra ctor a nd  pe rsonne l 

coord ina t ion wit h  gra zing
• Short  t urna round  t imes t o  monitor 

and  a ddress dyna mic cond it ions
• DO NOT own a nima ls, less 

flexib ility t o  respond  quickly
• Socia l pe rcep t ions , community 

support , h istory of poor gra zing 
ma na gement  outcomes

• Lack of int e rna l gra zing a nd  
livestock ma na gement  expert ise

• Lack of consist ent  guida nce  or 
policies a cross regions
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HISTORY 

OUTLOOK

CHALLENGES IN CALIFORNIA AND BEYOND

• Insura nce , Lia bility
• Permit t ing a nd  CEQA 
• Inflexib le  gra zing a greements
• Wa ge  a nd  la bor cha llenges
• Clima te  cha nge  
• Unp red icta ble  wea t he r
• Inst it ut iona l res ista nce  t o  gra zing 

a s a  t ool
• Short  t urna round  t ime  to  monitor 

and  a ddress ra pid ly cha nging 
cond it ions  

• OWN a nima ls, req uire  feed  source  
and  home  ba se

• Socia l pe rcep t ions  a nd  community 
support , p rior lessor experiences 
wit h  poor outcomes

• Low sta te  a gency or inst it ut iona l 
buy- in 

• Lack of consist ent  guida nce  or 
policies a cross regions

• Anima l movement  a mong sma ll, 
isola ted  pa rce ls

• Perma ne nt  a nd  t empora ry 
Infra st ruct ure 2
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• Gra ze  > Fire  t o red uce  risk of 
sp ot t ing  a nd  uncont rolled  
sp rea d

• Fire  > Gra ze  a nd / or Ma chine ry 
for long  t e rm ma int e na nce  of 
fue l b rea ks  a nd  la d d e r fue ls

• Gra ze  > He rb icide  a nd / or 
Ma chine ry for sp ot  t rea t me nt  
of inva s ive  p la nt s  a nd  
re sp rout s

CHALLENGES

OPPORTUNITIES

SUCCESSES

LIMITATIONS 

SOLUTIONS

HISTORY 

OUTLOOK

• Air qua lity re s t rict ions  vs . 
p re scrib ed  fire

• Noise  pollut ion vs . mecha nica l 
a nd  some  ma nua l t rea t me nts

• Topogra phic limita t ions  in s t eep  or 
rocky t e rra in

• Adja cency to  st ruct ures , 
e sp ecia lly wit h p re scrib ed  fire

• He rb icide  rest rict ions  in some  
a rea s  a nd  ecosys t e ms

• Proximity t o  protected  resources 
(rip a ria n a rea s , se ns it ive  flora l 
a nd  fa una l re source s)
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ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT 
  CONSTRAINTS

TREATMENT INTEGRATION

• Oa k Wood la nd  t o cont rol la d d e r 
fue ls  a nd  inva s ive  p la nt s

• Recent ly Burned  Forest  or 
Cha pa rra l t o cont rol inva s ive  
p la nt  recruit me nt

• Gra ssla nd  t o ma na ge  fine  fue ls  
a nd  cont rol inva s ive  p la nt s

• Ripa ria n Area s t o ma na ge  
und e rs tory a nd  d eca d e nt  
vege t a t ion

• Wild la nd-Urba n Int e rfa ce  t o 
ma na ge  fue ls  in high- risk zone s

ECOSYSTEMS AND AREAS
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Credit: 
Marshall Turbeville
Fire Chief
Northern Sonoma County Fire
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DEMONSTRATED SUCCESSES
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GRAZED

UNGRAZED

GRAZED
UNGRAZED

SAVED

GRAZED

UNGRAZED

SAVEDHIGH 
WINDS
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TOOL LIMITATIONS
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SOLUTIONS
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• LOCAL, GRASSROOTS EFFORTS
• COORDINATED PARTNERSHIPS a cross segmented  la ndsca pes wit h mult ip le  

la nd  owne rship  types
• COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED GRAZING PROGRAMS
• St rea mlined  PERMITTING a nd  sta te-  or loca lly-rep resent ed  TOOL KITS a nd  

RESOURCE ADVISORS
• CalVTP
• UCANR/UCCE Advisors

• WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
• Grazing School of the West
• Internships, Woofing, Scholarships
• Coordinated efforts to streamline and improve education and certification 

processes in California and federally

• CRMs, CRM-RPF Collaborative Cross-Training
• LEGISLATION

• SB 675 (Limon, inactive): Prescribed grazing: local assistance grant program: 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force.

• AB 297 (Fong, Chaptered): Wildfires: local assistance grant program: 
prescribed grazing: advance payments. 12
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Courtesy of Lynn Huntsinger
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HISTORY IN CALIFORNIA

14

• Production-focused livestock grazing ≠ Prescribed Grazing

• Historically extractive in nature

• Crash and burn trials – ‘proof’ of failure
• Shift in focus to working landscapes and multiple ecosystem 

services and uses:

o Recreation
o Food, Fiber
o Physical, Mental, and Social Benefits
o Invasive Species Management

o Fuels Management and Community Safety

o Air Quality, Soil Quality, Habitat Types
• Environmental understanding: soil cover, soil compaction, impacts 

of ‘overgrazing’, grazing around water bodies, native plants, 
wildlife 

• Permitting and monitoring requirements

• Performance and Compliance Criteria

• Grazing Management Plans, Adaptively Managed landscapes 14
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

• RMAC Prescribed Herbivory White Paper
• RMAC Prescribed Herbivory Technical Guide for Integrated Fuels 

Treatments and Wildfire Management and Mitigation
• Continued streamlining and guidance for development of Grazing 

Agreements and Grazing Management Plans
• RMAC Grazing Agreement sample template development in 

partnership with DGS
• Continued legislative efforts to encourage use of prescribed 

grazing at agency level and/or increase educational resources and 
outreach to public and other land management agencies

• Ongoing dialogues with state agencies to increase understanding
• Local and regional fuel reduction grazing projects: Project 

demonstrations and case studies 
• Ongoing Workshops and Symposia 

• Oak Woodland Management spring 2024 workshop – partnership between 
RMAC and CA Licensed Foresters Association

• Society for Range Management symposium on Prescribed Grazing Alone or 
in Combination with Integrated Fuels Treatments 
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SELECTED 
RESOURCES

• FINDING A PRESCRIBED GRAZIER
California  Wool Growers Associa t ion
ht t p :// www.woolgrowers .org / t a rge t ed_gra zing/ p r
od uce r.ht ml
Ma tch.Gra ze
ht t ps :// ma tchgra ze .com/

• FINDING FUNDING
Wild fire  Prevent ion Gra nts
ht t ps :// www.fire .ca .gov/ wha t - we -
d o/gra nt s / wild fire - p revent ion- gra nt s  

• FINDING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Na t ura l Resources Conse rva t ion Se rvice
ht t ps :// www.nrcs .usd a .gov/a b out  
Resource  Conse rva t ion Dist ricts
ht t ps :// ca rcd .org/  
U.C. Coopera t ive  Extension Area  Advisors
ht t ps :// uca nr.ed u/Ab out /  
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WHO IS USING PRESCRIBED GRAZING?

• Ea st  Ba y Regiona l Pa rks Dist rict
• Oja i Va lley Community Support ed  Gra zing 

Progra m
• Resource  Conse rva t ion Dist ricts
• CalTra ns
• Sa nta  Cla ra  County Pa rks & Recrea t ion
• Midpeninsula  Op en Spa ce  Dist rict
• Pa so Rob les Fire  Depa rtment
…. a nd  more ! 

• FINDING MORE INFORMATION
Ra nge  Ma na gement  Advisory Commit tee
ht t ps :// b of.fire .ca .gov/ b oa rd - commit t ee s / ra nge -
ma na ge me nt - a d visory- commit t ee /  
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http://www.woolgrowers.org/targeted_grazing/producer.html
http://www.woolgrowers.org/targeted_grazing/producer.html
https://matchgraze.com/
https://www.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/grants/wildfire-prevention-grants
https://www.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/grants/wildfire-prevention-grants
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/about
https://carcd.org/
https://ucanr.edu/About/
https://bof.fire.ca.gov/board-committees/range-management-advisory-committee/
https://bof.fire.ca.gov/board-committees/range-management-advisory-committee/


THANK YOU

Krist ina  Wolf

916- 215- 4947 

Krist ina .Wolf@bof.ca .gov

Boa rd  of Forest ry & Fire  
Protect ion 

Ra nge  Ma na gement  Advisory 
Commit tee  
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